COVER-UP VET ON 9/11 PROBE. Before he quit his leadership post, Trent Lott nominated former Navy Secretary John Lehman as a member of the 9/11 investigation commission. But as Navy secretary from 1981 to 1987, Lehman reportedly presided over a cover-up of pedophilia. Wayne Madsen, in the Jan. 3 Bergen, N.J., Record, wrote that Lehman's Navy Department covered up the arrest and conviction of the commanding office of a submarine tracking station at Coos Bay, Ore., on charges including child pornography and lewd acts with minors, including sodomy. After the commander was found guilty by a court martial of 16 counts of sodomy and lewd conduct, reporters were barred from the naval base and the dependents' housing area and a team of Navy counselors, chaplains and child psychiatrists from Bethesda Naval Hospital, who were to fly to Oregon to treat and offer assistance to the young victims and their families, was abruptly ordered to stand down. As reports surfaced of other Navy pedophile rings at Moffett Field Naval Air Station near San Jose, Calif., and US naval bases in the Philippines and at San Diego, some senior naval officers, allegedly including one flag rank officer, were quietly and quickly retired. According to one naval investigator, the Coos Bay arrest opened up a Pandora's box of pedophile cases in the Navy and, according to federal law enforcement officials in Portland, Seattle and Washington, the cover-up of the incidents "went right to the top" -- John Lehman. Madsen, operations officer at Naval Facility Coos Head, Ore., from 1980 to 1982 and assisted the FBI and NIS in the investigation, wrote that the Navy also pressured the state of Oregon and Coos County not to investigate the Coos Bay incident any further.





