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April 1, 2008 -- Rove attorney also works for Justice Department





Karl Rove's attorney Robert Luskin also serves as an approved "special internal prosecutor" under the aegis of the Department of Justice, a position he has held since the Clinton administration. Attorneys General under Bill Clinton and George Bush have permitted Luskin to serve in his position despite the clear conflicts of interests during the investigation by Special Counsel Patrick Fitzgerald during the investigation of Rove for outing CIA agent Valerie Plame Wilson and the current investigation of Rove's involvement in the prosecution of former Alabama Democratic Governor Don Siegelman.





Luskin's many hats are a conflict of interest of display. Luskin is a former federal prosecutor charged with rooting out organized crime, including that which has permeated labor unions. However, he also represented the mob-infested Laborers' International Union of North America (LIUNA) while also serving as a special counsel appointed by the Justice Department to oversee the cleaning out of mob influence in LIUNA.





Luskin has represented LIUNA since 1995 became an "internal prosecutor" for LIUNA in a deal worked out between LIUNA's then-president Arthur A. Coia and the Justice Department headed by Attorney General Janet Reno. Coia is also a close ally of Bill and Hillary Clinton. 





But rather than cleaning up mob influence in LIUNA, Luskin helped to perpetuate it. Luskin was to throw Providence, Rhode Island LIUNA Local 271 member Matty Guglielmetti out of the union for refusing to cooperate in an investigation of Coia's alleged mob ties. Rather than rid Local 271 of Guglielmetti, Luskin cited a paperwork "screw up" in his Washington office for allowing Guglielmetti to re-appear at Local 271 after resigning from the local, sheep-dipping himself in another union local in Boston, and re-joining Local 271. In fact, Guglielmetti was the head of the loan sharking and gambling business for the late New England Mafia boss Raymond Patriarca. Patriarca, who died in 1984, was part of a CIA plot to kill Cuba's Fidel Castro in 1960. Patriarca was heavily involved in Las Vegas casinos.





Luskin's role with LIUNA was the result of an "Operating Agreement" signed between the union and the Justice Department on February 15, 1995 that allowed LIUNA to avoid a government takeover pursuant to a Racketeer Influenced and Criminal Organization civil complaint filed in the US District Court for Northern Illinois. The civil complaint named Coia and 14 co-conspirators linked to 20 La Cosa Nostra families operating in 17 states. In the past, the federal government took over mob-infested unions pursuant to court-ordered consent decrees. Such an agreement was worked out with the Teamsters in 1989.





Coia selected Luskin as the internal reform "in-house prosecutor" with the then-Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division James K. Robinson authorized to step in and take control of the union if for any reason Justice was not happy with the internal reform efforts undertaken by Coia and Luskin.





The sweetheart deal that permitted Coia's attorney to act as his prosecutor was worked out in 1994 in an Oval Office meeting attended by Bill Clinton, Coia, and former LIUNA attorney Harold Ickes, who was Clinton's deputy chief of staff. Ickes is now a chief political strategist for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign.





The National Legal and Policy Center (NLPC) called the LIUNA internal reform effort "at best a failure and at worst a sham." The group called for the dismissal of Coia and Luskin from the union. Luskin's conflict of interest in switching from Coia's own attorney to a Justice Department- and court-approved "internal prosecutor" raised eyebrows throughout the criminal prosecution legal community.





At the same time he was the Department of Justice-approved internal prosecutor for LIUNA, Luskin was charged by then-US Attorney for Rhode Island Sheldon Whitehouse of illegally receiving 45 gold bars worth $505,125 and $169,171 in Swiss bank wire transfers from funds laundered by Patriarca crime associate Stephen Saccoccia who was Luskin's client. Luskin was forced to forfeit to the government $245,000 in the legal fees because, as Whitehouse stated, "Luskin had reasonable cause to know that these funds were the proceeds of Saccoccia’s money-laundering activities on behalf of the Patriarca crime family.  Luskin, however, chose not to know the true origin of these funds."





In a May 20, 1998 letter to the Justice Department, NLPC argued for Coia's and Luskin's immediate dismissal:








"In addition to the obvious and direct connection of Luskin-Saccoccia-Patriarca-Coia, other questions exist. The former Rhode Island bank, Heritage Loan and Investment Company, was the only financial institution to have reportedly aided in Mr. Saccoccia's money-laundering schemes. Heritage Loan and Investment was the home of the North American Laborers Defense League which solicited funds to aid LIUNA officials, including Mr. Coia, with legal defense. This same bank also figured prominently in the 1990-1991 collapse of Rhode Island's banking system. Former Governor Bruce Sundlun closed 45 banks and credit unions after their private insurer failed. 





Also, Mr. Luskin's services for Mr. Saccoccia raise questions. Mr. Luskin did not represent Mr. Saccoccia at trial. He reportedly helped on sentencing and appeals as well as with frozen assets around the world. For this he received almost $700,000? According to Mr. Whitehouse, the $169,171 in wire transfers from Switzerland were made between December 4, 1994 and February 23, 1995. November 4, 1994 was the day the Government delivered the 212-page draft RICO complaint to LIUNA with allegations including charges of Mr. Coia's longstanding collusion with organized crime. The Agreement by which LIUNA averted a Government takeover and Mr. Coia was able to keep his job, was signed on February 13, 1995. It was during this period that Mr. Coia hired Mr. Luskin to negotiate LIUNA's case with Government. The confluence of these dates, this money and these individuals at the very least should raise serious questions about Mr. Luskin and the trust the Government has placed in him to run an honest LIUNA internal reform effort. 





It is as if Mr. Luskin was charged with overseeing a corrupt organization's 'reform effort' and at the same time receiving payment from the corrupt entities of the organization in order to go easy on organization and its leaders. It is unseemly and has at least the appearance of conflict of interest. 





Mr. Saccoccia and his connections to the Patriarca crime family and possibly to Mr. Coia, make Mr. Luskin a walking conflict of interest. Between Patriarca crime family, Mr. Coia and Mr. Luskin, the opportunities for improper influence and tampering with the LIUNA reform effort are endless. 





Without an oversight official who is, and is perceived to be, totally and unquestionably impartial, the reform effort is a joke, and the rank-and-file LIUNA member suffers. LIUNA members deserve a corruption-free and mob-free union. They should not have to tolerate any more corruption and embarrassment. 





Mr. Luskin has an obligation under the Agreement to perform his duties with the utmost integrity and impartiality. But, his financial ties to Mr. Saccoccia and possibly to La Cosa Nostra and the Patriarca crime family, render him incapable of performing his duties under the Agreement. 





Given this additional information, NLPC respectfully requests that the Government take whatever action is available and appropriate to have Mr. Luskin immediately relieved of his duties at LIUNA. Further, NLPC requests that the Government immediately dismiss Mr. Coia and implement the pending consent decree as provided for in the Agreement because of the damage done to the LIUNA internal reform program by Mr. Luskin's conduct."








However, Luskin was permitted to continue on as LIUNA's internal prosecutor by the very same Justice Department under Reno. The sweetheart deal between Clinton's Justice Department, Coia, and Luskin obviously influenced the Rhode Island Democratic Party, rife with mob-tied politicians who are indebted to LIUNA's past campaign support to turn the state out in a big way for Hillary Clinton in the state's Democratic primary this year.





In 2000, Coia, who had just retired as President of LIUNA, worked out a plea agreement whereby he pleaded guilty to defrauding Rhode Island of $100,000 in unpaid taxes on three new Ferraris in a scam with his old friend Middletown Cadillac dealer Carmine Carcieri. The deal that allowed Coia to stay out of jail was worked out between Reno, Criminal Division chief James K. Robinson, and Coia's personal attorneys, Brendan V. Sullivan, Jr. (Oliver North's attorney in Iran-contra) and Howard Gutman of the Washington law firm Williams & Connolly. 





Coia avoided jail and it was later disclosed that his resignation from LIUNA was part of the deal worked out with the Justice Department. Coia also was permitted to receive $335,516 a year for the rest of his life as President Emeritus of LIUNA. Dissenting members of LIUNA called for termination of Coia's salary in 2006. The members stated, Coia "has been banned for life from LIUNA by the courts for corrupt practices, disbarred as an attorney and we must show that Laborers do not tolerate nor reward corruption."





Luskin's role as Rove's attorney in the CIA leak case also presents a conflict of interest. WMR long suspected collusion between Fitzgerald and Luskin. However, Luskin's role as a virtual officer of the same Justice Department for which Fitzgerald served as a "firewalled" special counsel was never raised at the time of Fitzgerald's prosecution of Rove. In fact, Fitzgerald and Luskin maintained a close relationship for criminal case adversaries. 





WMR reported the Fitzgerald-Luskin relationship as a "Kabuki theater." On October 7, 2005, WMR reported, "The mainstream media is reporting that Karl Rove has not received a target letter from Leakgate Special Prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald. What the media is not reporting is that this story in being spun by Rove's attorney Robert Luskin. Although Luskin said Fitzgerald assured him that Rove received no target letter, Rove's last minute appearance before the Grand Jury (his fourth appearance) indicates there have been recent exchanges of correspondence between the Special Prosecutor and Rove's attorney. Informed sources continue to report that Rove remains a target of the criminal investigation. Since Luskin's job is to make his client look as good as possible, his comments on what the prosecutor has and has not done should be taken with a tiny grain of salt."





On June 21, 2006, reported: "WMR has spoken to a number of informed individuals about the current status of the Patrick Fitzgerald criminal probe of CIA 'Leakgate.' Legal experts wonder why Fitzgerald is even fooling around with a Grand Jury when the evidence of criminal wrongdoing cited by Judge David Tatel of the US District Court for the District of Columbia in the Scooter Libby matter appears extremely damaging to national security. In a February 2005 decision on the Grand Jury subpoena of reporters Judith Miller and Matt Cooper, Judge Tatel wrote, "the special counsel refers to Plame as 'a person whose identity the CIA was making specific efforts to conceal and who had carried out covert work overseas within the last five years' -- representations I trust the special counsel would not make without support.





With such damage to national security already well established by the evidence collected by early 2005, legal experts say that Fitzgerald could have bypassed the Grand Jury process and filed a complaint, also known as an 'information,' with a Federal circuit court judge. Fitzgerald could have told the judge that sufficient evidence existed that a crime or crimes was/were committed, that this evidence was sufficient for a regular jury to consider, and requested that an arrest warrant or warrants be issued. Similarly, a Grand Jury can also file an information regardless of the wishes of the special prosecutor. The Grand Jury also has the power to subpoena any relevant document, including the diaries of George W. Bush and Dick Cheney.





Which brings us to what kind of 11th hour deal was worked out between Fitzgerald and Karl Rove's attorney Robert Luskin. On June 12, Luskin was faxed a letter from Fitzgerald stating that the special prosecutor 'does not anticipate seeking charges against Karl Rove.' There is much speculation among legal experts that Rove and Luskin worked out a cooperation agreement with the prosecutor in lieu of pressing ahead with an indictment. There is also a belief that the largely African-American Grand Jury, already hostile to the Bush administration, issued a True Bill (an indictment) against Rove on its own (in what is called a 'runaway Grand Jury') without prompting from Fitzgerald and that this indictment remains sealed pending the outcome of Rove's cooperativeness with the prosecutor.





Whatever is the case at this point, it is clear, in the minds of legal experts, that Fitzgerald owes the American public some information on the progress of this case. With America's constitutional government hanging by a thread, legal experts reason that, above all, Fitzgerald owes some information to the American people and particularly to the next of kin of those Americans who have died in Iraq."





It is now known that several personal meetings between Luskin and Fitzgerald were not between defense attorney and prosecutor but between two Justice Department officers. It was a conflict-of-interest worked out to protect Rove and other White House officials and to deny Valerie Plame Wilson and her husband, Ambassador Joseph Wilson, justice.





Luskin is currently trying to protect Rove from a congressional probe into Rove's back room deals in selectively and falsely getting US attorneys in Alabama to indict Siegelman. It was none other than Bill Clinton who recommended Bush family "clean up" man David Laufman to represent and influence the key witness against Rove, Alabama attorney and former GOP opposition research specialist Dana Jill Simpson.





On September 14, 2007, WMR reported: "Simpson, WMR has learned from knowledgeable sources, asked about having a Washington attorney represent her pro bono in a series of meetings with congressional committee, she was offered the services of Laufman by principals close to the Siegelman defense. Parties involved with Siegelman's defense claimed that Laufman was recommended by President Bill Clinton." It now appears that Clinton was acting to protect Luskin's client Rove from any fallout from the Siegelman case and the dual attorney pair of Luskin and Laufman could have buried the investigation of the Siegelman prosecution.





It is also apparent why Attorney General Michael Mukasey has not recused himself from the Siegelman matter and why he continues to uphold the deal that permits Luskin to remain as both a Justice Department officer and attorney for Rove. At the core of GOP corruption in Alabama surrounding Governor Bob Riley is Indian reservation casino deals. Mukasey, Riley, and other Republican bad actors in Alabama and outside the state are fronting for Mukasey's Russian-Israeli Mafia friends in seeking to open up the state to mob-controlled casinos. Riley is continuing the operation started by jailed GOP lobbyist Jack Abramoff.





Luskin, although tied to the Clintons, has donated $2300 to the Barack Obama campaign. It would be a good idea if Obama returned his contribution and cut off ties with someone who is connected to the Clintons' mob pals and Karl Rove. As previously reported by WMR, Obama has been on the receiving end of a joint Hillary Clinton-Karl Rove dirty tricks campaign. The Luskin contribution to Obama may be part of the dirty tricks efforts by the Clinton-Rove team.


