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WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 - Karl Rove, President Bush's senior adviser and deputy chief of staff, testified Friday for the fourth time to a federal grand jury looking into the disclosure of the identity of a covert C.I.A. officer.
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Special Counsel Patrick Fitzgerald, entering U.S. District Court in Washington. 


Mr. Rove's testimony on Friday was the first time that he appeared before the panel since a Time magazine reporter, Matthew Cooper, told the grand jury in July about his telephone conversation with Mr. Rove on July 11, 2003.





Initially, Mr. Rove told investigators about only one conversation with a reporter - when he spoke with Robert D. Novak on July 9, 2003, as Mr. Novak was preparing a column, published on July 14, 2003, which disclosed the C.I.A. officer's name. Only later did Mr. Rove recall the conversation with Mr. Cooper, an omission which has long been of interest to the prosecutor, and was a focus of the questioning on Friday, the lawyers said.





Mr. Rove's appearance before the grand jury came as the special prosecutor, Patrick J. Fitzgerald, was weighing whether to charge anyone with a crime in the leak case before Oct. 28, when the term of the grand jury expires.





After the session, Mr. Rove's lawyer, Robert D. Luskin, said that prosecutors had advised Mr. Rove that he would probably not be asked for further testimony or cooperation.





"The special counsel has not advised Mr. Rove that he is a target of the investigation and affirmed that he has made no decision concerning charges," Mr. Luskin said. He also said that Mr. Rove appeared voluntarily at Mr. Fitzgerald's request.





Mr. Rove was at the courthouse here for more than four hours on a day when a mood of foreboding gripped many Republicans in Washington. Lawyers representing clients involved in the investigation said they believed that Mr. Fitzgerald was moving toward accusing someone of wrongdoing, even as they held out hope that their clients might be spared.





At the White House, Scott McClellan, President Bush's spokesman, tried to paint a picture of business as usual, saying that "while there are other things going on, the White House doesn't have time to let those things distract from the important work at hand." 





But Mr. Rove, who would normally be playing a crucial role in most of the big issues the White House is dealing with, did not return to his office after his testimony, an administration official said. 





Mr. Rove's appearance before the grand jury suggested that Mr. Fitzgerald had shifted his focus from another senior White House aide, I. Lewis Libby, who is Vice President Dick Cheney's chief of staff. On Wednesday, Judith Miller, a reporter for The New York Times, testified to the grand jury about a conversation she had with Mr. Libby in June 2003, lawyers in the case said.





Ms. Miller had previously testified about two other conversations she had with Mr. Libby in July 2003. Thus far, there has been no indication that Mr. Fitzgerald has asked Mr. Libby back to the grand jury, lawyers in the case said.





Mr. Novak's column described a trip taken in 2002 by Joseph C. Wilson IV, a former ambassador who traveled to Niger to investigate an intelligence report that Iraq may have sought to buy uranium from Niger. His column said that "two senior administration officials" had told Mr. Novak that Mr. Wilson's wife, a C.I.A. operative, had suggested sending Mr. Wilson to Africa. Mr. Novak identified her as Valerie Plame, which is Ms. Wilson's maiden name.





Mr. Novak's column followed a July 6, 2003, Op-Ed article by Mr. Wilson in The New York Times in which he concluded that the administration had twisted prewar intelligence about Iraq's weapons. 





Mr. Fitzgerald has been investigating whether the Bush administration deliberately tried to dent Mr. Wilson's credibility by suggesting that his trip to Africa was a boondoggle set up by his wife, or to retaliate against him by blowing Ms. Wilson's cover. Under certain circumstances, it can be a crime to reveal the identity of an undercover intelligence officer.





Early in the investigation, Mr. Rove told investigators he had only a hazy recollection of hearing Ms. Wilson's name until his conversation with Mr. Novak, the lawyers said. That, he said, was the first time that he had concretely heard her name in connection with the assertion that she had a role in arranging her husband's trip, the lawyers said. 





Only months later, Mr. Rove told investigators, did he recall a conversation with Mr. Cooper. Mr. Rove said that his recollection was stirred by the discovery of an e-mail message to Stephen J. Hadley, then the deputy national security adviser, that Mr. Rove wrote after talking to Mr. Cooper, the lawyers said.





In his testimony in July, Mr. Cooper was questioned at length about the conversation with Mr. Rove, according to his account of his testimony in Time. Mr. Cooper said that Mr. Fitzgerald and the grand jurors questioned him about the conversation, his notes of the discussion and an internal e-mail message he sent to colleagues immediately after he spoke with Mr. Rove.





Mr. Cooper later wrote that he told the grand jury that Mr. Rove had not used Ms. Wilson's name but that Mr. Rove did tell him that she worked at the "agency," and had been responsible for sending Mr. Wilson to Africa.





