


A HISTORY

OF THE

JEWS IN ENGLAND

ALBERT M . HYAMSON

WITH PORTRAITS AND MAPS

PUBL ISHED FOR THE

JEWISH H I STOR I CAL SOCIETY OF ENGLAND BY

CHATTO {9
° W INDU S

L OND ON

1 908





P R E FA C E

THE j ew i sh popu l at i on of th e Br i t i sh I s l e s h as never
formed any but a numer i cal l y i n s ign ifican t p ropor
t ion of th e D i aspora . Yet

,
de sp i te th i s re lat ive in

s ign ificance o f Angl o-J ewry , th e story o f th e J ews
i n th i s coun try i s o f supreme importan ce to th e
studen t of th e ph i l o sophy o f ]ewry and of J ewi sh
h i sto ry . The adage th at h i s to ry repea t s i t se l f i s
we l l worn

,
bu t n one the l e ss t ru e . The h i story o f

th e ]ews i n E ngland i s the h i sto ry i n m in ia ture of
th e D i aspora . S i n ce th e op en ing o f th e Chr i st i an
e ra th e story o f the ]ews h as everywhe re been th e
same—cont i n ua l a l t ernat ion s o f p rosp er i ty and perse
cut ion . W i th n at io n s a s wi th ind iv i dua l s the whee l
o f for tune eve r revo lve s

,
bu t wi th th e ]ews i ts p ro

gress seems to have been more rap id
,
for the al te rna

t i on s h ave been more numero u s than with any other
ra c e . But wi th th e ]ews th e whee l l i nger s dur ing
the per io d o f dep ress i on and hu rr i es through tha t
o f e l at i o n i n o rder to recover th e t ime tha t has been
l o st . Th e story to l d i n the fo l lowing pages sh ows
al l the v ic i ss i tudes common these two thousand years
to th e l o t o f ]ewry . The t imes o f p rosper i ty i n
E ngland h ave been among th e happ iest in th e anna l s
o f th e race . At oth er season s Anglo-]ewry has
reach ed th e l owes t dep th s o f despa ir

,
when bu t a

step seemed to separate the commun i ty from ann i
h i la t ion . Yet that s tep here as e lsewhere has never
been taken . The h i story o f the j ews th roughout
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the D i aspora seems to po in t the mora l that th e
m issi on o f I srae l i s to suffe r—and to pers i s t .
But th e story of th e ]ews in E ngl and i s someth ing
more than a mere i l l us trat ion o f the gene ra l for
tunes of th e J ews . The unpara l l e l ed p reserva t io n o f
med iae va l reco rds i n E ngl and enable s the h i stor i an to
t race more cl earl y th an e l sewhe re th e pecu l i ar p osi t ion
of the ]ews under the Feuda l S ystem . Then

,
aga in

,

th e stages in j ewi sh emanc ipat io n in England are

ve ry accu rate l y marked . We see th e ]ews earn ing by
c iv i c vi rtues th e c la im for po l i t ic a l r igh ts . Emanci

pa t ion in England was no t granted in obed ien ce to
abstract pr inc ip l es ; i t was a p ra ct i ca l concess ion
made by pract ical men . In o ther ways

,
too

,
th e

sto ry to l d i n th is book has i ts importance no t mere l y
as a record o f the past bu t as a gu ide and hope for th e
futu re . The ta l e un fo lded may no t be br i l l i an t

,
bu t

the mora l po in ted is insp i r i ng .

I n th e p reparat ion o f th i s vol ume I have been
i ndebted to many fr i ends fo r va l uabl e ass i stance and
advice . Firs t t o be men t i oned i s Mr . Luc ien Wol f

,
fo r

who se suggest ions for th e per i od afte r the Re-S ett l e
ment I am under great ob l iga t i ons . I shou ld a l so a t
th i s p o in t l ike to acknowl edge th e ass i stance I re

ce ived th rough ou t th e preparat ion o f the book from
a vo lume o f wh ich no ment ion appears in the b ib l io
graph ic s— I refer to the B z

’

bl z
'

otfzeca Ang lo fo r
wh i ch Mr . Wo l f and D r . j oseph jacobs are j oint l y
respon s ib l e . Mr . I srae l S olomons and Mr . E l kan
Ad le r read the who l e of th e p roofs and favoured me
wi th much va l uab le cr i t i c i sm . Mr . Lione l Abrahams
and D r . H . P . S tokes very k ind ly read th e chap ter s
dea l ing wi th the Pre-Expu l s ion per iod , and the i r
cr i t i c i sms , as wel l as those o f Mr . H . 8 . Q . Henr iques
the author of “ The Return o f the ]ews to E ngl and ,
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(Macm i l l an Co ., who read the chap ter deal
ing with th e l egal changes that o ccur red between
th e E xpu l s i on and the Re-S ett l emen t

,
p roved o f great

va l ue .
U se h as been made o f Mr . Henriques

’

s book
,
bu t

th e p erm iss io n of th e au thor fo r such u se has been
previ ousl y ob ta ined . The l iv ing wr i ter s

,
however,

whose works proved o f most ass istance i n th e pre

parat ion o f th e vo l ume are Mr. Lion e l Abrahams, th e
Very Reverend th e Hah am D r . M. Gaster, D r . J o seph
J acobs , and Mr . Luc ien Wo l f . Mr . Abrahams, i n h i s
master ly monograph on th e E xp ul s ion

,
has no t on ly

p roved a great a id on e m igh t a lmost say that i n th e
ab sence o f h i s p ionee r work t he n arrat ive o f th e
Expu l s i on and o f th e cen tu ry th at p receded i t wou ld
have been l i t t l e more th an a ba ld statemen t . D r .
Gaste r ’s r e searche s i n to th e h i sto ry o f h i s Commun i ty
h ave been p rac t ica l l y the o n l y source o f severa l chap
ters i n th e p resen t vo l ume . W i thou t h i s a ss i stance
th e i n ner h i sto ry o f Anglo-J ewi sh S ephardism would
h ave been a lmost

,
i f n o t a l together

,
a b l ank page .

D r . J oseph J acobs has co l l ected i n to h i s “ J ews of
Angev i n E ng land ” a lmos t al l th e contemporary re

ferences t o Jews i n th i s coun try dur ing tha t p eri od .

The task o f deal i ng wi th th i s e spec i a l l y d ifficu l t
era

,
and o f weavi ng the ava i labl e mater i a l in to one

conn ected narra t ive
,
has in consequence been appre

ciab l y l i gh tened . Mr . Wo l f’s wr i t ings on th e Re
S et t l emen t and th e years immed ia te ly subsequent to
i t are so we l l known as hard ly to need ment io n .

To one cu r i ou s o f e s t imat ing the exten t and val u e
o f h i s wo rk in th i s sphe re a compar i son between h i s
“ Menasseh b en I srae l " and Kayser l ing

’

s essay on
the same subj ec t wou ld prove en l i gh ten i ng . To Mr .

I s rae l Abrahams I am indebted fo r see i ng th e vo lume
th rough the press .
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The bu lk of Chapters XV I I . to XX I . fi rst appeared
i n th e Re-S et t l ement Number o f the ]ew z

'

s/z C/zrom
'

cl e,

by th e k indn ess and courte sy of whose prop r i etor s and
ed i to r I h ave been pe rmi tted to incorporate them in
th e presen t vo l ume . W i th rega rd to the i l l ustrat ions ,
wh ich were se le c ted in consu l ta t i on wi th Mr. E l kan
Adl e r and Mr. I srae l S o lomon s

,
I mu st exp ress my

acknowledgment s of the a ss i stance rendered by Mr.

Gustave Tuck . The greater number o f th e . i l l u st ra
t ion s are rep roduced from rare engrav ings in th e
p os sess ion o f Mr. I srae l S olomons . To Mr . E l kan
Adle r I am indebted fo r the port ra i t o f h i s la te fath e r,
D r . N . M. Adler , and to Mrs . J ames H . So lomon for
tha t o f h er late unc l e

,
Mr . Lione l L . Cohen . The

photograph s o f th e H ouse of Aaron of Linco ln and
of C l ifford ’s Tower

,
York

,
were taken by Mr . Frank

Pi aes .

Apr i l 1907 .
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Ju l ius Caesa r
and the J ews.

THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

the Hebrew and Corn ish l anguages ; and i t has been
po i n ted ou t tha t J ewi sh names were once common
among th e inhab i tan t s of Cornwal l . Wh ether the
n ames and words in quest ion are real ly to be regarded
a s ev idence o f J ewi sh in fl u en ce i s

,
o f cou rse, a mat te r

of doubt ; and the con trove rsy on th e subj ect has
been inconc lu sive . I t may be that th ey a re in stances
o f pu re l y acciden ta l co inc ide nces ; i t may be that th ey
are due to J ewi sh i n tercourse w i th Eng land during
th e re ign Of So lomon . I t i s po ssi b l e a l so that they
may date from a l ater per i od .

1

I t h a s been sugge sted tha t J u l i u s Caesar
,
who se

favou rabl e d i spos i t i on towards th e J ews i s undoubted ,
may have been accompan i ed by so ld iers o f th at ra ce
On h i s vi s i t s to Br i tain

,
and may have se tt l ed some of

them th ere . Aga in
,
a few decades l ater

,
J ews may

h ave been set tl ed i n Bri ta i n by th e Roman s
,
but i n far

d i ffe ren t c ircumstance s . On th e cap tu re of J erusal em
numbers o f J ews were so l d as sl aves and scattered i n
al l p arts o f th e th en known wor ld . Poss ib ly some
may have come to Br i ta in . Vague l egends are re l ated
o f th e mi ss ion of P ete r to Br i ta i n , and s i nce h i s effor t s
we re d i rect ed to J ewi sh ra th e r than Gent i l e convert s

,

h i s a l l eged vi s i t to th e i s l and i s quoted as a proo f o f
the ex i stence o f J ews th ere .2

A s t i l l l e s s probab l e ear ly connect i on between
1 For the cont roversy rega rd ing the Jews in Co rnwa l l see F. Max

Mul le r , Ch i ps from a Ge rmanWo rkshop ,” vo l . i i i . ( 1 8 70) the Rev. John
Bannis te r, J ews in Co rnwa l l ,” and “ Ma raz ion,” j ourna l of the Roy a l

Inst i tu t ion of Cornwa l l Bes ides the advoca tes o f th is ea r ly Jewish
se t t lement in Co rnwa l l and the i r opponents , t he re is ano the r schoo l wh ich
ho lds the vi ew tha t the a l leged t races o f J ewry a re due to Jewish con
nect ions du r ing the pe r iod o f admi t ted J ewish se t t lement in Engl and .

2 The s t ronges t a rgument in favou r of the presence of Jews in Roman

Bri ta in seems to have been the dIscovery Of a cu rious Roman br ick dur ing
some excava t ions in Ma rk Lane , London , abou t 1 650 . The b rick , wh ich
was the keys tone Of an a rch ed vau l t fu l l of bu rnt co rn ,

bo re on one s ide
a ra ised represen ta t ion of Samson d r iv ing the fo xes into a fie l d o f co rn.

The Roman Samson, He rcu les, was the gua rdian o f grana r ies , and i t is
suggested tha t as the s to ry of Samson cou ld ha rd ly have been known to

the Romans a t the pe r iod to wh ich the b r ick re fe rred, the vau l t was pro
bab l y e rected by some J ews se t t led under the Roman aegis.
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Judzea and th e Br i t i sh I s l e s i s r e l ated in some o f th e
l egends th at have c l u ste red around th e Corona t ion The Co rona
S ton e now i n Westm inster Abbey . Th i s re l i c

,
wh ich £22552

“

i s c la imed to have been J acob’s p i l l ow on th e occas i on
o f h i s famous dream

,
and la ter on e o f the corner

stones o f S o l omon 's Temp le
,
i s sa id to h ave been

saved from th e debacl e On th e de st ruct i on o f the fi rs t
Templ e

,
and to have been i nc l uded among th e treasure s

o f some Dan i te refugees who
,
taki ng sh ip

,
fl ed west

wards . The i r goa l , i t i s s uggested , was th e Cass i
ter ides o r Ti n I sl ands of Co rnwal l , bu t d r i ven s l igh t ly
ou t o f th e i r course some o f the re fugees were wrecked
on th e coas t o f I rel and . Among the salvage was th e
corner-s tone of the Temp l e . I n c l uded ei ther among
th e su rv ivo r s Of th e wreck or i n a subsequen t sh ip
l oad o f re fugee s were a pr i ncess o f th e hou se o f
J udah and th e scr ibe Baruch . The p roph e t J e rem iah
i s a l so h e l d by some to have been among the company .

A marr iage was cont ract ed betwee n th e J ewi sh pr i n
c ess and a nat ive Ch ie f ta i n

,
an d th e sacred stone used

for th e i r co ronat ion . From th i s a l l i ance
,
th e l egend

con t inues
,
sprang th e presen t roya l h ou se o f Br i ta in .

1

E ven i f
,
however , tho se who advocate th e th eo ry of No permanen t

J ew i sh se t t l ements i n Br i ta in i n these ear l y days are figf
b seme '

i n th e r igh t
,
th e J ews to whom th ey refe r were l i t t l e

more th an wayfare rs . I t i s c erta i n th at they were i n
n o sense th e founders o f a permanen t J ewish se tt l e
men t

,
and whatever J ews may h ave been i n th e

count ry
,
befo re o r immed iate l y af te r th e Open ing

o f th e Chr i s t i an era
,
e i th er speed i ly l e ft i t aga i n

o r were merged i n the surround ing popu l at ion . I n
th e rac i a l sense th e se t t l emen t , i f th ere was one ,
ex i s ted ; i n th e re l igiou s sen se there was non e .
Between th i s ear l y suppo sed sett l emen t and the la te r

1 For the Co rona t ion S tone legends see W i l l iam F . Skene , “ The

Co rona t ion S tone Al be r t M . Hyamson,

“ The Co rona t ion S tone and

i ts Legenda ry J ewish Connect ion , j ew i sh Chron icle , Augus t 8 , 1902 .
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one th ere was no so r t o f connect ion whatsoever . The
J ews of Cornwal l or o f I re land mus t h ave been but
an i so l ated fragmen t gl i sten ing fo r a momen t i n
th e firmament O f h i s to ry

,
but to pas s in to perp etua l

darkness .
The re i s a th i rd legendary I srae l i t i sh connect ion
w i th ear l y Br i ta in

,
i f p oss i b l e more v i s ionary than

t hose al ready noted . I t amoun ts to an I srae l i t i sh
or igin for both t he an c ien t Br i tons an d the i r S axon
conquerors . The advocates o f th e Anglo-I srae l
theor i e s— or t o be more exact

,
both th e Br i to

I srae l i te s and the Angl o-I srae l i te s—C l a im that the
inhab i t an ts o f E ngl and are th e descenda nts o f th e
Lost Ten Tr ibes o f I srae l

,
who were taken in to cap

t ivity by th e Assy r ian s on the fi na l de st ruct ion o f th e
Kingdom of I s rae l . The h i s tor i ca l conne ct ion be tween
th e Ten Tri bes and th e E ngl i sh i s br i e fl y as fo l l ows
Con temporary w i th the ex i l e of th e I srae l i t es in

Halah and H abor
,
by th e r i ver o f Gozan and th e

c i t i e s o f the Medes
,
appea red in th e same di s tr icts the

S cyth ian s, a bran ch of th e Khumr i . The S cyth ians
or S cuta i—when ce S co ts—wandered toward the west ,
and u l t imate l y se t t l ed i n Br i ta i n as we l l as i n oth er
parts . From them the Ce l t i c i nhab i tan t s o f the i s land
were descended . Ano th e r branch o f th e Khumr i

,
th e

S aca i , af terwards S axons (S on s o f I saac ) , subsequen t l y
fol l owed th e l ead o f th e S cyth ians, and formed many
repub l i cs on th e I srae l i t i sh patte rn in no rthern and

cent ra l E urope ; one o f th e i r branch es u l t imate ly
i nvaded Br i ta in

,
where they set t l ed .

1

S ett i ng as ide a l l th e l egendary tradi t i ons
,
th e

quest i on o f the date Of th e fi rst se tt l emen t o f J ews
i n E ngland i s st i l l c l othed i n myste ry not ye t fu l l y
penet rabl e . S o sl igh t and incon c l u s ive are the few

1 For Anglo-I srae l i sm see Jewish Encycloped ia ,
a r t icle by Joseph

Jacobs ; and Has t ings’ “ Dict iona ry Of E t h ics and Re l igion,

”
a rt icle by

A lber t M. Hyamson .
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extan t refe ren ces to J ews i n p re-N orman E ngl and
,

th at a large n umber
,
probably the maj o r i ty

,
of h i s

torians are o f Op i n io n that
,
with the '

except ion o f
o c cas iona l wayfarers

,
espec ia l l y Ga l lo-J ew i sh s l ave

dea l e rs
,
th e re were no J ews sett l ed i n Engl and un t i l

af te r th e N orman Conquest . O f th e p resence o f
J ewi sh s l ave-dea l e rs in N o rth e rn Gau l th ere c an be Jews and fihe

Introduct Ion of

no quest i on , and I t I s ve ry probab l e th a t some Of Chris t iani ty.

th ese were i n di rect l y re spons ibl e for th e conver s ion
o f Bri ta i n t o Chr i st i an i ty . The Bri t i sh s l aves who ,
i n th e Roman market-p l ace

,
at t rac ted th e atten t ion o f

Grego ry , and d i rected i t toward s Br i ta in ,
were mos t

p robab l y in troduced i nto I ta l y by J ewi sh merchan ts .
The ear l i es t re fe rence s to J ews appear i n th e Liber The ea r l ies t

P ceni tent ia l is o f Arch bi shop Th eodo re o f Canter life
'smefer’

bury (A.D. These e c c l es iast ica l e nactmen ts are
d i rec ted aga i n st th e i n te rcou rse i n c e rta i n spec i fi ed
in stan ce s between Ch r i st ia ns and J ews . E spec ial l y
i s th e ce l ebra t i on

,
wi th th e J ews

,
o f E aste r or P as s

ove r forb idden u nde r penal t i es . Chr i s t i an s were no t
a l l owed to take food w i th J ews

,
to se l l Chr i st ian

s l aves to th em
,
o r to ce l ebrate mass where J ews

were bu r i ed . A cen tu ry l ate r th e se an t i-J ewi sh p ro
h ib i t ions were repeated by E gber t

,
Archb ishop o f

York
,
i n h i s Excerp t iones . Agai n st the se enactmen t s

a s evidence o f a J ewi sh se tt l ement , i t h a s be en
po in ted out th at no t a s in gl e refe rence to J ews
can be found in Bede’s o r th e o ther o l d Engl i sh
Chron i cl es

,
no r i n th e c ontemporary charters . More

ove r
,
i t has been suggeste d tha t th e re fe ren ce s quo ted

may no t re fe r to J ews at a l l , and , i f th ey do , may
on l y have been cop ied from cont i nen ta l codes . S ome
o f th e enactmen ts re l ate to J uda i s i ng prac t ice s ra th e r
th an to J ews

,
and regard ing the forme r there was

a burn i ng cont roversy i n th e Church at th e t ime .
These enac tmen ts may

,
t h ere fore

,
have been d i rected

aga in st h ere t i cs rather than aga in st J ews .
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The next p i ece o f evi dence rega rd ing a p re-Norman
J ewi sh sett l emen t i s O f a more defin i te natu re . In

a Hebrew wo rk
,
E w e/e Haba cha , by J oseph Cohen

i t i s s tated
,
under th e year 8 1 0

,
th at in con

sequence o f con tinued warfare and a general c ond i t i on
o f unset tl ement in Germany

,
many J ews fled then ce

to Spa i n and Engl and . Th i s evidence i s no t con

t emporary
,
no r i s i t corroborated . A con temporary

document,1 however, wh ich , i f au then t ic , wou ld
almos t dec ide th e quest ion in favou r o f a J ewi sh
se tt l emen t i n E ngl and at that date

,
re l ate s that i n

th e year 8 33 , Wh i tg l aff, King o f the Merc i ans , hav ing
been defeated by Egbert , took re fuge in that Abbey ,
and

,
i n retu rn fo r the pro tect io n and ass i stan ce

rendered h im by the abbo t and monks on the occa
s ion

,
gran ted a char ter con fi rm ing “ to th em al l l ands ,

t enemen ts
,
and possess ions

,
and al l o ther gi fts wh ich

had at any t ime been bestowed upon t h em by h i s
p redecessors or the i r nobl e s

,
o r by any other fa i th fu l

Ch r i st i an s o r by J ews ” 2 Accep t ing th i s s ta temen t
i t wou l d appear that no t on l y were J ews i n th e
coun t ry a t th e t ime

,
but they h ad apparen t l y been

set t l ed there for a number o f years . I t h as even
been con tended that the statemen t p rove s J ews we re
qua l i fi ed to h ol d l ands . O the r prop erty than lands
is , however, men t i o ned i n th e charte r, and t h i s C l a im
can hard l y be dedu ced from the record .

3

Final l y there i s the evidence of the so-ca l l ed Laws
o f E dward the Con fe ssor , where i n i t i s dec l ared

°

“ That th e J ews
,
wheresoever they be

,
are under the

K ing’s guard and prote c t ion ; ne i th er can any one O f

them put h imsel f under the pro tect ion O f any r i ch

1 Ingulphus, H is to ry o f Croyland Abbey.
2 The au thent ic i ty o f th is h is to r ica l record has been ve ry st rongly con

tes ted and is now accepted by ve ry few scho la rs .

3 A t the beginning o f the e l eventh centu ry, acco rd ing to Ba snage, the

Jews were expe l led from England . Unfo r tuna te l y no au tho r i ty is given
for the s ta tement .
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man wi thou t th e K ing’s l i cence
,
fo r th e J ews , and

al l they have , be l ong to th e K ing ; and i f any person
sha l l de ta i n them o r th e i r money , th e K ing may
C l a im them

,
i f h e p l ea se

,
as his own . These l aws ,

a l th ough at t ri buted to E dward th e Con fesso r, were
comp i l ed i n th e i r presen t form a t a much l at er date ,
when J ews we re admi tted l y se t t l ed i n th e coun t ry .

Whether th i s d i st inct re ference to J ews was to
be found i n th e ear l i e s t ver s io n canno t be stated .

I n i t s presen t form i t sums up th e pos i t ion o f th e
J ews under th e Feudal S ystem both i n E ngl and and

on th e Conti nen t . Al th ough that S ystem was not
fu l l y i n trodu ced i n to th i s coun try un t i l th e N orman
Conques t

,
th e penu l t imate o f th e S axon kings had

been imbued wi th suffic ien t o f th e sp i r i t o f th e
N orman Government to h ave rendered th e adop t ion
o f such l eg i s la t i on poss ib l e . The eviden ce concern
ing th e pre-N orman sett l emen t o f "ews i n E ngland
i s i nconc lus ive . Whateve r ex i st s mus t, however , be
re i nforced by th e p robab i l i ty o f th e pen etrat i on o f
J ews, pe rhap s not i n cons i derabl e numbers, t o S axon
E ngland

,
and

,
fo r t i fi ed by th e comb ina t i on o f a l l

th ese st ray supports, th e h i s tor i an i s j us t ified i n
co nc l ud ing tha t J ews were no t unknown in E ngl and
be fore th e N o rman Conquest .
I n 1 062 appears th e fi rst more o r l es s re l i ab l e Jews vis it
men t i on of J ews i n conne c t ion w i th I rel and . I n I re land
th at y ear i t i s sai d 1 two J ews c ame ove rsea to I re land
br i nging p re sen ts t o Fa irde l bach . They were no t

,

however
,
pe rm i t ted to rema i n .

AUTHOR ITIES —Joseph Jacobs , “The Jews of Angev in Eng
land ” “W h en d id the Jews fi rs t se t t le in Eng land ? ”
( j ew i sh Qua r ter ly Rev iew, vo l . i . J . M . R igg , “ S e lec t
P lea s from the Ro l l s of the E xch eque r of the Jews ”
J . E . B l un t , “ Th e Jews in Eng land ” A. N euba ue r ,
“ No tes on the Jews in Ox fo rd ” (Oxf ord Hi stor i ca l S oci ety s
P ubl i ca t ions , Col l ectanea , John Ca ley , “ The O r ig in of
the Jews in England ” (Archceol og ia , vol . v i i i .

1 Anna /es Inisfa lcnses O
'

conne r , Rerum Hi bernicarum, II . p. 8 1 .



CHAPTER I I

UNDER THE NORMAN S

( 1 066—1 1 46)

Imm igra t ion WHETHER J ews were se tt l ed in E ngl and befo re the
1 _

Conquest o r no t
,
i t i s ce r ta i n th at a J ewi sh immigra

t ion i n to E ngland took p l a ce ear l y i n th e re ign o f
W i l l i am th e Conqueror . The exac t date o f the i r
set t l emen t i s agai n unknown

,
but they came from

Rouen
,
and th e i r adven t wa s one o f th e d i rec t

consequences o f th e Conquest .
E ngl and at the per io d of th e N orman invas i on was

inhab i ted a lmost en t i re ly by l and-holde rs o f var iou s
grades

,
vi l l e in s, and Churchmen . A smal l p ropor t io n

o f the popul at ion wa s engaged in t rades , but th e
commerc i a l C l ass was en t i re l y unrep resen ted . The
coun try was d iv ided be tween th e up p er and l ower
c l asses, wh i l e o f the m iddl e there was as ye t ne i th er
rep resen tat i ves nor subst i tu t e s . So l ong as the
E ngl i sh we re con tent to rema in at home, e i ther on
th e ir e states o r in th e i r v i l l ages

,
and took no pract ica l

in te res t in external a ffa ir s
,
th e ord inary produce o f

th e so i l and di st r i c t wa s suffi c ien t to supp l y the i r
wants

,
and th e baron

,
h i s re tai ners , and vi l l e in s l i ved

at home i n p l en ty
,
and found suffi c ien t to enable

The need for a th em to v is i t the i r neighbours on e i ther fr i end l y o r
“ (we C lass“ ho s t i l e e rrands . When

,
however

,
th e des i re to l eave

that somewhat narrow orb i t arose
,
oth er need s came .

Paymen t in k ind wh en a ttempted beyond th e smal l est
l imi t s becomes so cumbersome as to be ha rd l y pract i
cabl e

, and th e w ide r on e
’s in te rests sp read th e more

press ing becomes th e necess i ty for a rel i abl e and
8
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managed to at tract some o f th e Od ium that wou ld
o therwi se have fa l l en upon the k ing and h is more
regula rl y appoin t ed Offic ia l s

,
and to a correspond ing

degree th ey were i n strumen ta l i n re l i eving th e l at te r .
A Charte r

,
confirmed by John

,
was gran ted

,
at l ea s t

to i ndiv idual J ews
,
by Henry I . By th i s th e J ews

were g iven freedom o f movemen t in th e count ry wi th
the ir goods

,
and exc used from a l l cu stoms

,
to l l s

,
&c .

,

j u s t as th e k ing ’s goods we re . They were given per
m i ss i on to res ide wherever they wi shed . They m igh t
c l aim redress i f mol ested

,
and ho ld lands in p ledge

u n t i l redeemed . They were perm i t ted to buy what
eve r was brough t to them

,
excep t i ng Church p roperty

and cr imson c loth sta i ned wi th blood ) , 1 to se l l th e i r
p l edges afte r h o ld ing th em a year and a day

,
to b e

tr ied by the i r p ee rs
,
and to be sworn on th e P enta

teuch . A J ew’s oath was con s idered val i d aga in s t th e
oath s o f twe l ve Ch r is t ian s . To a ve ry con s iderabl e
exten t the J ews’ t ransact ion s con s i s ted o f l oan s on th e
secu r i ty o f l and

,
and th ey were by l aw p erm i tted to

charge a very h igh intere st . The king l evi ed a tax
on those tran sact ion s i n retu rn for the p ro tect ion h e
extended to th e J ews

,
and as h e O fte n accep ted money

from the J ews’ debto rs for the u se o f h i s i n fl uence
on th e i r beha l f

,
th e t ransact ion s o f th e J ews p roved

doub ly remunerat ive to th e c rown .

Jews ind i rect ly The financ ia l t ransact ion s o f th e J ews were rendered
fiiiiifigsiiia i eas ie r by the laws o f th e Church d i rected aga in st
law' u sury . These we re so str ingen t that an obse rvant

son of th e Church was preven ted from enter ing upon
any commerc ia l under takings . By usury was unde r
stood no t mere ly money-l end i ng ; the te rm al so com
pr i sed commerc ia l specu lat ion

,
and even o rd inary

cap i ta l i sm . Thus the fie ld
,
wh ich migh t othe rwi se have

been encroached upon by the nat ives
,
was le ft c lear

fo r the J ews . The Ch urch at th i s per iod was averse
1 P annus sang u i nolcntus.
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to the forc ib l e convers ion of J ews l e s t the i r reve r
s i on to J uda i sm might create scandal . Accord ing
to i t s l aws in force at th e begi nn ing of the twe l fth The Church
cen tu ry , J ews we re i n capabl e o f h o l d ing Chr i st ian

and ‘he j ews ’

s lave s
,
and any o f the i r s lave s who m igh t accep t

Ch r i st i an i ty were a t on ce to be se t a t l iber t y . J ews
we re al so debarre d from ho l d ing pub l i c office s

,
and

i n common wi th he re t i cs and pagan s were no t a l l owed
to accuse Chr i st ians . Conve rt s gu i l ty o f revers i on to
J uda i sm were to be depr ived o f th e i r Ch i ldre n and
se rvan ts l es t the l atte r m igh t be in fl uen ced to ac t
l i kew i se . Conve rt s f rom J uda i sm were we l comed
and we l l trea ted . An extant l e tte r from Archb i shop
Anse lm recommends th e Lord P r io r Arnu l f and th e
Arch deacon W i l l i am to care fo r one commi tted by
h im to the i r charge . “ Let n o pove rty or o ther
acc iden t wh i ch we can ave rt cause h im to regre t
having l e f t h i s paren t s an d the i r l aw fo r Chr i s t’s
sake . Do not l e t h im and h is l i t t l e fami l y suffe r
any h arsh wan t, bu t l e t h im rej o i ce th at he h as p assed
f rom perfidy to th e t rue fa i th , and p rove by ou r p ie ty
th at our fa ith i s neare r to God than th e J ew i sh . For
I wou l d pre fe r

,
i f n ecessary

,
th at there sh ou ld be

spen t i n th i s a l l th at be l ongs to me from the ren t s
o f t he a rchdeaconry

,
and even much more

,
rathe r

th an tha t he who has fled out o f th e hands o f the
dev i l to . the se rvan t s o f God shou l d l ive i n m isery
among u s . "

The J ews o f nece ss i ty kep t themse l ves d i st i n c t and
apa r t from the gene ra l commun i ty . The i r re l at i on s
wi th the n at ives were of ten f r ie nd ly

,
but on the who le

they l ived an en t i re ly d iffe ren t l i fe . The many po in ts
o f agreemen t be tween th e Norman s and Saxon s th at
gradua l l y caused the fus i o n of the two races were The Jews and
a l toge the r wan t ing as be tween J ews and Chr i st i an s .&fliS

J e'gh
'

The i r appearance and ga i t a t on ce marked th e J ews
out as a l i e n s . I ns te ad o f m ix ing free l y wi th th e
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peop l e they kep t toge the r i n J ewr ies
,
no t by com

pu l s i on , but Of the i r free cho i ce . None o f them
engaged in occup a t ions i n wh i ch they migh t find
Chr i s t ian co l l eague s . They took no par t i n th e de
fen ce o f th e coun t ry

,
or in the p re servat i on of the

peace . The i r sec l u s ion from the Gi ld s and the
Fra nk-P l edge depr ived th em of the opportun i t i e s
affo rde d by those in st i tu t ion s fo r socia l in tercourse
wi th the i r ne ighbou rs . They took no part i n th e
loca l gove rnmen t o f th e t ime th rough the Cour t
Lee t

,
the Cour t Baron , th e Town-Moo t or th e S h i re

Moo t . No t o n ly d id they no t worsh ip toge ther wi th
the i r n e ighbours

,
th e i r day o f worsh ip was even

d ifferen t from th at o f th e Chr i s t i an s
,
and when death

h ad o th erwise made a l l men equ al
,
J ews were buri ed

apa r t from Chr i st ians . J ews were no t pe rm i tted by
the i r l aws to eat food s im i lar to that o f Chr i st ian s

,
no r

to p ar take o f food prepared by non-J ews . For them
catt l e had to be k i l l ed by spec ia l r i tes

,
and st i l l more

i r r i tat i n g was the assumption that mea t , a l though
thu s ki l l ed

,
wh ich migh t be rej ec ted by th e J ews

,
was

co ns idered su i tab l e fo r con sumpt i o n by Ch r i st ian s .
Al l these d i fference s combined to rende r th e J ews
s t range

,
and there fore s usp e ct i n th e popu l ar eye s .

The popul ace i s always ho st i le ly d isposed to whatever
i t canno t unders tand

,
and th ere i s l i tt l e rea son to

be l i eve that th e J ews o f Norman Engl and were ever
p l eas ing in t he eyes o f th e l ower c lasses . So l ong,
howeve r

,
a s the p eop l e had no l eader no harm cou ld

occur . The J ews were sa fe wh i l e they en j oyed th e
favour o f the king

,
and as l ong as he reta ined h i s

i n fl uence ove r h i s subj e c ts .

1

From th e fi rs t th ree Norman kings the J ews appea r
to have suffe red ne i th e r exact io n nor annoyance .

1 Th is accoun t o f the cond i t ion o f the J ews in England unde r the
No rmans is based to a cons ide rab le ex ten t on ma te r ia l co l l ected by Mr.

L ione l Ab rahams and pub l ished in his The Expu l sion of th e J ews .
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W i l l i am Rufu s and H enry I . exacte d by vio l ence
l arge sums Of money from the i r Ch r i st ian subj ec ts ;
bu t th ey spared th e J ews . For i n stance, th e t e n
th ousand marks needed fo r the purchase o f No r
mandy from Robert were ra ised with great d ifficu l ty

,

th e abbeys
,
i n some i n stance s

,
having to me l t down

the ir p la te i n o rder to prov ide the i r resp ect ive con

tribut ions ; yet n o l evy appea rs to h ave been made
at th e t ime on th e J ews . On th e oth er h and , two
C i r cumstan ces arose dur i ng th i s per iod th at tended to
i ncrease

,
fo r th e t ime at l east

,
th e p rosper i ty o f th e

J ews of E ngl and . The preach ing O f th e Fir st Crusade
was as e fficac ious i n Engl and as o n the Con t i n en t .
Many membe rs o f a l l ranks

,
aroused by th e cal l o f

re l ig ion
,
were anx io u s to take par t i n the recovery fo r

Chr i sten dom of th e H o ly S epu l ch re . To equ i p th em
se lve s fo r th e campaign th ey so ld or p l edged a l l

manner o f p roper ty , and J ews, pract i ca l l y th e on l y
cap i ta l i s ts

,
were i n a lmos t every in stanc e th e o th e r

party to th e t ran sac t ion .

Ove r W i l l i am Ru fu s
,
however

,
th e Chu rch and

Chr is t ian i ty h ad l i t t l e i n fl uence . S o far from tak ing
th e c ro ss

,
W i l l iam I I . was l i t t l e be tter th an an infide l .

He took a de l igh t i n o u traging th e fee l ings o f devout
Ch r i st i ans

,
and for th e doub l e purpose o f an noy i ng

them and o f fi l l ing h i s own coffers h e was accustomed
to appro pr ia t e to h imse l f th e proper ty o f th e Church .

Wh e n a b ishop r i c fe l l vacan t
,
i ns tead o f fi l l i ng i t

,
b e

reta i ned th e t emporal i t i e s in h i s own hands, farm ing
them out to J ews

,
who were free from th e penal t i e s

and fears tha t Ch r i st ian s wou l d have suff ered i n a
s im i lar pos i t ion .

Rufus , however , i n h i s cyn i ca l d i sregard o f th e
Chr i st ian propert i es

,
even wen t fu r th er . Wh ethe r

ou t o f po l icy
,
wish ing to re ta i n th e J ewi sh co lony

i n tac t
,
or mere ly to O ffend th e fee l ings o f Ch ri st ian s ,

o r so l e l y in retu rn for br i bes
,
h e was accus tomed to

Rufus and the
Church

His favour of
the J ews and
d iscourage
ment o f
apostasy.
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coerce converted J ews to return to the i r or ig ina l fai th .

Towards th e end o f h i s re ign th e J ews o f Rouen ,
bei ng somewha t a l armed a t the fre quen t sece ss i on s
from the i r body

,
begged the king

,
and suppo rted the i r

pe t i t i on by a l arge br ibe
,
t o compe l th e conver ts to

return t o J udai sm . Ru fus was by no means averse
to th e task

,
and by means o f te r r i b l e th reats forced

most of th e co nvert s to re turn to th e ir p reviou s fa i th .

On anothe r occas ion a d ia l ogue i s repor ted be tween
th e k ing and one S tephen ,

a conver t to Chr i st ian i ty
,

whose father h ad promi sed W i l l i am s ixty marks i f h e
wou l d i nduce th e son to retur n to h i s former sp i r i tual
a l l eg i ance . I n th e d i scu ss i on th e k ing was vanqu i shed ,
and th e conver t

,
who d id no t h es i ta t e to rebuke th e

ru l e r
,
remained more fi rm in h i s new fa i th than befo re

the i n terv i ew . The k ing c la imed the p romi sed pay
ment i nasmuch as, even i f h e had fai l ed , he had done
h i s utmost to succeed . The father demurred 0 11 th e
ground that h i s son was mo re steadfas t in h is new

fa i th than befo re th e in tervi ew
,
and th e matte r was

final ly comprom ised by the paymen t o f ha l f th e
amoun t o r ig in a l l y p romi sed . On ano th er occas ion
Ru fus d i sp l ayed h i s pec u l ia r att i t ude toward s Chr i s
t ianity by arrang i ng a pub l i c d isputa t ion in London
be tween rabb is and b i sh op s

,
on th e ri val c l a ims to

a ccep tance o f J uda i sm and Ch r i st ian i ty . I t was on

the king’s own i n i t ia t ive tha t the d i scu ss ion was

arranged
,
and

,
pe rh ap s to ove rcome any scrup l e s

th e J ews may have fe l t
,
h e o ffered

,
i f they preva i l ed

i n th e argumen t , h imsel f t o accept J uda i sm . The
avowed part i a l i ty o f th e k ing caused the chosen
exponen t s o f Ch ri st ian i ty some m i sg iving, and th ey
entered in to the con troversy, we are to ld , in trep ida
t i on

,

“ fear ing wi th p ious so l i c i tude for the Chr is t i an
fa i th . As i s i nvar i ab l y the case in such d iscuss i ons
both s ides c l a imed the v ic tory .

“ From th i s con tes t ,
"

th e contemporary re co rds sta te
,

“ th e J ews rece i ved
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no th ing bu t con fus ion
,
though th ey often boasted

that th ey had been conquered not by speech
,
bu t by

deeds . The king rema ined a Ch r i st i an
,
nom inal l y .

The favou r tha t th e J ews of Engl and enj oyed at th e The influence
t ime

,
together w i th th e i ncrea se i n th e i r n umbers and

prosp er i ty
,
seems to h ave aroused th e atten t i on o f th e Chm “

Church
,
and to h ave s t imu lat ed i t to effo r t s cal cu l ated

to co un te rm i ne any i nfluence the J ews m igh t h ave
been exert i ng on th e Chr i st ian popu l at ion . Mis

sionary en terpri ses we re ar ranged , and dur ing th e
re ign Of Henry I . monks were sen t to a l l th e towns o f
E ngl and i n wh i ch J ews had se tt l ed , for th e express
p u rpose o f p reach ing down J uda i sm . W i th th e ex
cept ion o f th ese exped i t ion s and one oth e r in c iden t ,
th e re i s absol u te s i l en ce i n th e con tempo rary records
concern ing th e do i ngs o f an d happen ings to th e
Angl o-J ew i sh commun i ty for th e who l e o f th e re ign
o f H enry I . and unt i l th e fi fth year o f th at of h i s su c
ce sso r S tephen . Th e con t i nued prosp er i ty o f th e
J ews had meanwh i l e added to the fee l i ngs o f sus

p icion and hat red that had been aroused among the
peop l e

,
th e add i t i on a l one of e nvy . No t on l y were

th e J ews st i l l a l i en i n r ac e and re l ig ion , strange and
hard ly comprehen si bl e ; t h ey were yet fu rth er sepa
ra ted from th e peop l e among whom they dwel t by
th e acqu i s i t i on o f wea l th

,
wh ich th e peop l e must h ave

regarded as wrung from themse l ves . The debto r
general l y nurses a gr i evance aga in st h i s c red i tor

,
and

for an E ngl i shman to see tha t wh ich was fo rmer ly
h i s th e p rope r ty of an o th e r

,
aga in s t whom he was

al ready p rej ud i ced
,
must h ave rende red h im al l th e

more ant i-J ewi sh i n fee l ing . The fi rs t at tack on th e
r igh ts and l i ber t i e s o f th e J ews d i d not come, how
eve r

,
from the common peop l e , no r from th e l anded

c l asses
,
no r from th e Church th e k ing

,
th e const itu

t iona l protector o f th e J ews
,
doubt l e ss cons ider ing

that h e migh t do as he l iked with h is own , fined th e
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J ews o f London i n 1 1 30 th e enormous sum Of £2000
i n p resen t d ay currency) on th e p retence

that one of the i r n umber had k i l l ed a si ck man . The
charge poss ib l y amoun te d to one o f magic

,
a J ewi sh

doctor (at that day J ews a lmost monopol i sed th e
pract ice o f med i c i n e in western E u rope) in a l l p ro
hab i l i ty h aving w i thou t success at tended a s i ck
Chr i st ian .

1

The general unset t l ement tha t p e rs isted th rough
out th e troubl ed re ign o i S tephen reacted un favour
ab ly on th e for tunes o f Angl o-J ewry . The J ew

,

essen t i a l l y a man o f p eace
,
fo r h e has l ea rn t on l y

too thorough ly th e ho rror and m ise r i es o f war , can
o nl y flou r i sh under a se t t l ed gove rnmen t . The
C ivi l wars th at con t inued th roughout th e a l terna t i ng
governments o f th e Empress Maud and King S t ephen
were to h im fraugh t with m is for tunes . The former ,
during th e o ccupa t ion o f Ox fo rd

,
compel l ed th e J ews

o f th a t c i ty to pay her an exchange o f money .

2

On the o ccupat i on of that p lace by her opponen t
S tephen , s im i l ar bu t con s iderab l y increased demands
were made . The J ews were then c ompe l l ed to y ie ld
three and a ha l f exch ange s

,
together wi th a l l th e

proper ty o f an out l awed and apostate J ew . To d i s
s i pate any h es i tat ion th e J ews migh t have fe l t about
the grant

,
S tephen s ta t i oned incend ia r ies in var i ou s

part s o f th e C i ty wi th in st ruct ions , in cer ta in c ir cum
stances , to se t fi re to th e house s Of th e J ews, and , a s
an earnest o f h i s inten t ion s and as a p re l im inary

,
th e

house o f Aaron
,
th e son of I saac

,
poss ib ly togeth er

with i ts occupan ts
,
was burn t to the ground .

1 B l unt inco rrect ly pos tda tes th i s inc iden t by ten yea rs .

2 The mean ing o f th is te rm is no t a l toge the r C l ea r. The fo l lowing ex
plana t ion has been ofi

’

ered : The J ews we re a t the t ime pub l ic money
Change rs, Changing fo re i gn in to Engl ish co in. At t imes Maud and

S tephen, for e xampl e , impo sed a ra te o f exchange on fo re ign money ,
wh ich represented a cons ide rab le premi um on the t rue ma rke t va l ue .

Thus a gi ven quant i ty o f bu l l ion wo r th one nob le m igh t be fo rced to

exchange for th ree and a ha l f nob les ( i . e. th ree and a ha l f exchanges) .
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the i r arr iva l i n th e coun t ry i n th e re ign o f W i l l iam the
Conquero r . The ear l i es t refe ren ce to J ews i n London
i s a men t ion o f th e J ews S t ree t i n th e ward o f Haco
about th e year 1 1 1 5 . The ac t o f oppre ss ion o f fi ft een
years late r h as a l ready been ment io ned, and in 1 1 36

by th e ext ens ive fire that v i s i te d th e C i ty th e J ewi sh
quarter su ffe red con s iderabl y . The fi rst sett l ement o f
th e J ews in London wa s in th e ward o f Haco

,
i n Broad

S t reet . The J ews, however, moved westwards, c l o ser
t o th e great marke t o f West Cheape , a si tuat i on s im i la r
to tha t almost invar i abl y occup ied by J ews th roughou t
med iaeval E ngland . The s i te o f the i r se t t l emen t i s
s t i l l known as O l d J ewry . I n th i s d i st r i c t th e J ews
dwel t i n s trong h andsome mans ion s, worthy to house
th e great nob l es o f th e l and— in fact

,
many of th e

J ews’ houses i n th e O ld J ewry were purch ased by con
temporary baron s . O th e rs by var io u s means came
in to the h and s of th e crown

,
and befo re th e E xpu l

s ion th e J ews had ent i re ly l e ft th e O l d J ewry and

sett l ed around th e Gu i l dha l l . Ano th er J ew ish se t t l e
men t i n London of wh i ch th ere i s some t race was
fa r th e r east w i th in the j ur i sd i ct i on o f th e Con st abl e
o f th e Towe r, doubt less Chosen on account o f the
greate r secu r i ty . The present J ewi n S tr ee t marks th e
ceme tery tha t th roughout th e p e r io d served th e J ews
o f London

,
and

,
un t i l a l l th e J ews o f th e ki ng

dom . At d iffe ren t t imes th e J ews posses sed severa l
synagogue s wi th i n th e Ci ty . S t . S tephen ’s Church
and S t . Mary Co l ech urch were both once synagogues

,

unt i l confiscated and given to the dominan t fa i th .

S t . Antho ny ’s Hosp i ta l , upon whose s i te th e C i ty Bank
now stands

,
was a l so once a synagogue . Anoth e r

J ewi sh p lace o f worsh ip at the no rth-east corner o f
O l d J ewry was confiscated and gran ted to th e newl y
founded order o f th e S ackc l oth Fr iars, who had been
d is turbed by th e h owl ing (nlula t io) o f the J ews at
praye r . Th is bu i ld ing was o f suffici ent impo rtance
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t o be come th e re s idence Of two lo rd mayo rs i n a
subsequen t century . Anoth er synagogue was de
faced and par t ly de st royed in 1 262 . Fina l l y there
was th e bu i ld ing

,
afte rward s known as Bakewe l l

H al l , on whose s i t e Gresham Co l l ege was u l t imate l y
bu i l t

,
wh ich , a l t hough nom in a l l y a p r ivate hou se

fo r the J ews of Londo n we re forb i dden by Arch
b i shop P eckh am i n 1 283 to have synagogues—was
th e ch ie f J ewi sh house o f p rayer i n London unt i l th e
Expu l s i on .

After the u n ivers i ty t own s and London
,
th e J ew i sh The d istrib u

cent re n ex t in importance was Norwi ch . O th er town s J
'

fl f
’me

that she l tered J ews dur ing th e two centur i e s p reced ing
th e Expu l s ion were Gloucester

,
E xete r

,
Northampton

,

Lei cester
,
Herefo rd

,
Bury St . Edmunds

,
N ewcast l e

ou-Tyne, York , Tewkesbury, W i n ch el sea , Br isto l ,
S outhampton

,
W i n ch este r

,
Li n co l n , No t t i ngham

,

Cante rbury
,
Lan c as te r, Doncaster, Bever l ey , Grimsby ,

Fl in t
, Rhuddland, Conway , Beaumar i s, Carnarvon ,

N ewborough
,
Cr ic c ie th

,
Harl ech , Bal a, Derby , B ridg

north
,
Covent ry

,
Wo rceste r

,
Warwick

,
N ewport

,
Bed

fo rd
,
Hunt ingdon , King

’s Lynn , Thet fo rd , S udbury,
I p sw ich , Eye , Bungay , Co l ch est e r, Hert ford, H itch in ,
Dun stab l e

,
Berkhampstead, Wycombe, Crick lade,

Mar l borough , D evi zes , We l l s, W i l ton , Reading, N ew
bury

,
W ind so r

,
Gu i ldfo rd , ,

Rocheste r
,
Faversh am

,

Rye
,
Aru ndel , Ch ich ester , Bosham , Romsey , and Dor

Ch ester .

AUTHOR ITIES —J oseph Jacobs , “ The Jews of Angev in Eng
land ,” The London Jew ry , 1 290 (Publ i ca t ions of the -/7zg l o

-j ew i sh
H i stor i ca l E xhi bi t i on

,
1 8 8 8 ) B . L . Ab rahams,

“ The E xp u l sion of

the J ew s from Eng land ” ( 1 895) W . P rynne , “ A S ho r t Demu r re r
to the J ew s’ long d i scon t inu ed Remi t ter in to Eng land ” ( 1 65 5—56)
D

’
B lo issiers Tovey , Ang l ia j zu ta i ca An t hony A Wood

,
“ Th e H is to ry and An t iqu i t ies of the Unive rs i t y Of Ox fo rd ” ( 1 796)
T. Mado x , “ H is to ry Of the E xch eque r ” J . E . B l un t

,

“ The
Jew s in Eng land ” E . A. F reeman

,
The N orman Conq ues t

,

”

vo l . v .

“ Th e Re ign of W i l l iam Ru fu s ” R . H o l in
sh ed , “ C h ronic l es ” L . 0 . P ike , “A H is to r y of C r ime in



THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

Eng land ” ( 1 8 7 3 ) A. N e ubau e r
,
No tes on the Jews in Oxfo rd

F rancis Peck
,

“ The An t iqua r ian Anna l s of S tamfo rd ”
C . H . Coope r , “ Anna l s o f Camb r idge ,” vo l . i . Thoma s

Bake r, “ H is tory of the Co l lege of S t . John th e E vange l is t ,
Camb ridge ” ( 1 869) Wa l te r Rye , “The Pe rsecu t ions of th e Jews in
E

8

ng land (P ubl i ca t ions of the Ang l o-j ew ish Hi s tori ca l Exh i bi t ion,
1



CHAPTER I I I

THE CRUSADE S AND THE BLOOD

ACCUSATION

( 1 I 46—1 1 8 8 )

WH ILE th e Norman s were se t t l i ng th e governmen t o f The C rusades.

th e country and se cu r i ng th emse lve s i n th e i r newl y
acqu i re d po sse s s ion s

,
th e per i od o f t ranqu i l l i ty tha t

th e J ews o f Europe had been enj oy ing came to a
C l ose

,
and a new cyc l e o f massac re s and barbar i t i e s

commen ced . The e loquence and zea l o f P e ter th e
H erm i t and h i s coadj u to rs in th e p reach ing o f th e
Fi rs t Crusade succeeded i n band ing togeth er men o f
a l l nat ions i n th e task o f recove r ing th e Ho ly Land
for Chr i stendom . They had , however, another resu l t
th at was h ard ly i n tended . To ro use the pass io n s o f
th e so ld ie rs o f th e Cross l u r i d ta l e s were to ld o f a l l th at
Ch ri st ians had su ffe red at th e hands of th at easte rn
peop l e , est ranged from God and th e enem ie s O f Ch r i st .
Chr i s t ian s h ad bee n massacred and th e i r l ands l a i d
waste . Church es h ad been de stroyed

,
o r

,
even worse ,

devoted to an t i-Ch ri st i an r i tes . Men and women h ad
been to rtu red

,
Chr i s t i an s c i rcumc i sed and the i r b l ood

used fo r supe rs t i t io u s pu rposes . By th ese tal es o f
i nfide l barbari ty E urope was arou sed

,
and her Ch iva l ry

swo re e te rna l warfare on th e savage and nu-Ch ri s t ian
r ace , whose at roc i t i e s had been so vivid l y descr i bed .

A huge army prepared i t se l f to de fend th e honour
o f Ch r i stendom and to avenge th e suffe r ings o f h er
ch i l dren . The so ld i er s o f the Cros s fe l t ce r ta i n th at
th ey need no t go so far afie ld as the E ast to find ant i
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Chr i s t ian mal igners o f Ch r i st , th e a l l i es, as th ey b e
l ieved

, of th e p erpetrators o f th e at ro c i t i e s , to who se
tal e they h ad l i s te ned wi th horro r . At th e i r ve ry doors
were co l on ies o f J ews , and r igh t wo r th i l y wou l d th ey
Open th e i r h o ly m is s io n i f th ey r i d the earth o f the
bl asph emers with in immedia t e reach of th e i r han ds .
The Crusaders i n the i r march a c ros s E u rope l e ft
beh ind th em a t ra i l o f martyred J ews . Commun i ty
a fte r commun i ty from France to Hungary was u tter ly
de stroyed , no t even th e b ishop s h aving the power ,
a l though o ften th e wi l l

,
to p ro tect these v i ct ims o f

th e Crusaders ’ zea l .
The d i saste rs tha t fo l l owed th e Fi rst Crusade were
avenged on th e help l ess J ews o f the Con t in en t . The
S e cond Crusade was the s ignal fo r a recrudescen ce
i n th e ant i-J ewi sh act ivi ty . Bernard of Cl a i rvaux, the
sp i r i tual l eader o f th e movement

,
p ro tested aga in s t

th e barbar i t i e s . The obj ect o f the Crusade
,
b e con

tended
,
was th e honou r o f the Chr i s t i an r el ig ion . The

re conquest o f the Ho ly Land was i tse l f but a mean s
to that end

,
to wh i ch massacres o f J ews wou l d in

nowi se ass i st . But Bernard had arou sed a Sp i r i t
o f fanat ic ism that it was not i n h i s power to que l l .
A nar row-minded monk, Rudo lph o f Ma inz , carr ied
the cross th rough the Rh ine va l l ey

,
ca l l ing fo r th e

S l augh ter o f th e J ews
,
th e enemies o f Ch ri st ian i ty .

H is appea l was no t uttere d in va in
,
and among th e

vi ct ims was at l eas t one Engl i sh J ew who happened
to be in th e cen t re o f d i stu rbance at th e t ime but the
efforts o f Berna rd were successfu l in narrowing the
l im its o f the confl agrat ion . Bernard h imsel f met th e
monk Rudo lph in open d isputat ion

,
and l ate r addressed

a l e tter to the peop l e s o f Western E urope protest i ng
aga inst th e p ersecut ion o f the J ews .
The ag i t at ion on th e Con t inen t had i ts echoes in

E ngland , and Bernard
's l e tte rs were sen t acro s s the

Chann el and the No r th S ea
,
as we l l as to th e Con
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t inenta l coun tr ies . Bu t th e vague d i sl i ke o f the
peop l e was qu ickened by th e Crusade s i n to a pos i t i ve
h at red of th e J ews . The ge nera l cr ime at tr ibu ted
to th e Mohammedans o f th e E as t o f c i rcumc is ing
Ch r i st ian s and u s ing th e ir b l ood for th e i r own an t i
Ch ri st i an p ract i ces was tran s l ated i n to a defin i te
in stance o f th e B lo od Acc u sat io n in E ngland , and The B lood
th e open ing o f th e S econd Cru sade co inc ided wi th

Accusam n‘

th e supp osed mar ty rdom of S t . W i l l iam o f N orwich s t . W i l l iam of

Th i s mar tyrdom was th e fi rst o f a l ong seri e s N0rw’Ch ‘

of s im i l ar c r ime s l a id to th e charge o f the J ews i n a l l
parts of Ch r i stendom wi th out th e s l igh test ev idence
i n suppor t . W i l l iam ,

who a t th e t ime o f h i s death
was twe l ve yea rs o l d

,
was the son o f a widow , who

herse l f was th e daugh te r of a marr ied pr i e st . At th e
age of e igh t th e Ch i l d was app ren t i c ed to a sk inner i n
No rwich

,
and wh i l e engaged i n that emp loyment h e

was, acco rd ing to one ac coun t , sto l en , ac cord ing to
anoth e r

,
bough t by th e J ews

,
and aft er havi ng under

gone var i ou s tor tu re s in im i tat ion o f th e pass i o n O f

J e su s , was marty red o n th e eve Of th e fe st iva l o f
P assover , 1 1 44, 45 or 46 . There are severa l accoun ts
o f th e d i scovery o f th e cr ime

,
bu t so l i t t l e wor thy of

c reden ce was the eviden ce wh i ch cou l d be adduced
at th e t ime th at th e Sher iff re fu sed to al l ow th e J ews
to app ear i n th e B ish op ’s Cour t to an swer the ch arge ,
and took th em under h i s protect i on . The l egends
sugges t tha t h e was b r i bed to take th i s ac t ion

,
and t o

supp res s a l l evidence o f th e gu i l t o f th e J ews . The
secu la r c l ergy were d ivided i n op in i on concern i ng th e
t ru th o f th e ch arge . Among th e c i t i zens

,
and even

the monks o f the C l o i s t e r
,
th e re was al so a l arge party

o f scept i cs . The b i sh op of th e d i o ce se
,
E b orard , d i s

bel i eved th e story whose ch ie f suppo rter among th e
Churchmen was th e P r io r W i l l i am Turbe , short l y
a fterward s B ishop Of N orwi ch . The deta i l s o f th e
l egend are i n th e h ighest degree improbabl e

,
and
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somet imes absu rd . The Blood Accusat ion , of wh i ch
th i s inc iden t was th e fi rs t resu l t, was fir st suggested
by Theobal d , a converted J ew of Cambr idge , who
tr i ed to impl ica te th e who l e o f J ewry in th e charge
o f s acr i fic i ng l i t t l e ch i ldren in orde r to gra t i fy th e i r
hat red o f Ch ri st ian i ty . Acco rd ing to h is l ibe l lo u s
a sser t ions l o ts were cast each year to dec ide th e town
i n E u rop e in wh ich th e next “ martyrdom wa s to
take pl ace . Thus th e murder o f W i l l i am o f Norwi ch
h ad been dec ided upon at a Counci l o f J ews he l d
at Narbonne th e p reviou s year .
The immed ia te resu l t o f th e ac cusat ion was ser i ou s ly
to affec t the for tunes o f the J ewi sh commun i ty in
Norwi ch . The popu lac e was so i ncensed w i th th e
J ews tha t , desp i te the p ro tect ion o f th e S heriff , many
of th e J ews o f the c i ty were k i l l ed , and othe rs fled in
a l l di rec t ions to escape a s imi l a r fat e . The accu sat i on
once made was unfor tunate ly repea ted e l sewhere . In

1 1 68 th e J ews o f Glouce ster were a ccused of a s im i l ar
c r ime

,
and i n 1 1 8 1 i t was th e turn o f those o f Bury

S t . E dmunds . O th e r accusat i on s were made a t W in
chester in 1 1 92 and 1 232 , a t London in 1 244, and

final l y at Lin co l n i n 1 25 5 . I n every inst ance a sh r ine
and mirac l es at ta ched themse lve s to th e bu ri a l-p lace
o f the v ic t im , and whoever suffe red from these terr i bl e
accu sat ion s

,
th e l oca l abbey o r cathedra l i nvar i ab ly

reap ed a r i ch and pro longed harvest . I t h as a l so
been po i n ted ou t th at th e Blood Accusa t ion was as
a r u l e made a t a t ime at wh i ch the Royal Trea sury
needed rep len ish ing . W i th the except ion o f th e l a s t
men t ioned inc iden t

,
that at Linco ln , in no ins tance

was the Cha rge submi t ted to j ud i c ia l s crut iny . P re

j ud ice h ad p repa red th e peop l e to accep t th e accusa
t i on whereve r made

,
and advan tage seems a lways to

have been taken o f i t wh eneve r a ch i l d d i sap peared
in th e ne ighbou rhood of a J ewi sh commun i ty . The
sto ry

,
with minor va ri at ions

,
was a lways th e same .
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that by degree s came over the i r re lat ion s was
mater ia l l y ass i sted

,
as has a l ready been not i ced

,
by

th e ou tburst o f an t i-Jewi sh act iv i ty th a t accompan ied
the Crusade s

,
and by th e resul t

,
i n Engl and , of the

Blood Accusat ion . The votar ies of med iae va l Chri s
t ian ity were a l so exasperated by th e cr i t i cal i n credul i ty
wi th wh ich the J ews rece ived th e pre tended m irac l es
and the adorat ion o f images wh ich to so great an exten t
accompan ied med iaeva l Ch ri st ian worsh ip . The J ews
were not sat i sfied to cast r i d i cu l e i n pr ivate among
themse lves upon th e man i fe s ta t io ns ; i n seve ra l in
stances th ey i nter rup ted re l ig io us observances w i th
th e i r cr i t i c i sms

,
great ly to the i nd ignat io n o f th e

part ic ipato rs and a l so to the i nconven ience and
pun ishmen t o f th e cr i t i cs .
That J ews were l e ft und i stu rbed i n th e p ract i ce o f
usu ry l was due to th e Church l egi s l at ion fo rb idd ing
Chr i s t ian s to take part i n th a t sphe re o f act iv i ty .

Thus the who l e fie l d of finance was l e ft fre e to th e
J ews at a t ime

,
too

,
when th e necess i ty for the e rec

t i on o f numerous importan t bu i ld ings devoted to
re l igi ou s as we l l as to secu lar purposes became man i
fe s t . W i th ou t cap i ta l no l arge bu i ld ing scheme cou ld
be undertaken

,
and wi thou t th e J ews the amount o f

avai labl e cap i ta l wou l d have been con siderably re

duced . Cast l e s and monaster i es i n a l l part s o f the
count ry were bu i l t w i th money borrowed from th e
J ews

,
and i t was wi th th e ass i stance o f J ewish finan c ie rs

th a t mo re th an one o f the state l y and magn ifi cen t
ca thedra l s th at to-day grace th e c i t i e s o f E ngland
were ra i sed . The fash ion of u s ing stone i nstead o f
wood fo r bu i ld ing mate r ia l was al so se t by th e J ews
th e o ldes t exi st ing stone h ouse i n th e coun t ry i s that
of Aaron o f Linco ln ; th e purpose o f the J ews i n
erect ing such dwe l l ings was for protect ion as much

1 Th is te rm shou l d here and hencefo r th b e interpre ted in the wides t
sense to incl ude capi ta l ism, &c.
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as fo r comfort— and th e m inor baron s were on ly
abl e to fo l l ow the i r examp l e w i th J ewi sh financ ia l
ass is tan ce . J ewi sh l oan s c reated Chr i st i an debtors,
and hence among these sect ions o f th e popu l at ion ,
th e C l e rgy and th e m ino r ba rons

,
th e J ewi sh c red i tor s

became esp ec i a l l y u npopu l ar . The ecc l e s iast i ca l d i s
couragement o f usury o n the pa rt o f Ch ri st i an s , o f
i tse l f o f con s iderabl e i nfluen ce

,
was re in fo rced by the

act io n o f th e S tat e . Th e k ing came to th e ass i st ance
o f th e Chu rch by dec ree ing tha t a l l p roper t i e s o f
u su rers shou l d on the i r decease acc rue to th e crown ,
wh ich thus became , as D r. J o seph J a cobs has p o i n ted
out

,
th e un iversa l l egatee O f th e E ngl i sh J ews . I n

p rac t ic e th ere was a sort o f partnersh ip between the Pa rtnership
crown and the J ews Of E ngl and . Th e king, however , Effigi

e

n

n

d

’

f
’

fe
sel dom c la imed th e who le o f h i s r i gh ts . I t was more Jews
to h i s i n tere st to l eave th e bu l k o f a deceased J ew ’s
p roperty i n th e hands o f h i s natura l h e i r

,
who

(differ ing from th e k i ng, a good Ch r i st i an) cou l d use
i t remunerat ive l y . I n one famous in stan ce , tha t o f
Aaron o f Li nco l n (c. 1 1 25

—c. th e crown reta i ned Am ," 0,

th e who l e o f th e J ew’s p rope rty
,
wh ich was so con

“M OI"

s iderab le, no twi th stand ing th e l o ss a fte r h i s dea th
o f h i s t reasu re s at s ea

,
that a spe c i a l b ranch of the

E xchequer
,
wh ich con t inued act ive fo r many years

,

had to be c reated to dea l w i th h i s debts . These
amounted to equal to more than ha l f o f th e
k ing 's i n come . Aaron i s fir st men t ioned i n 1 1 66

,

when h e app ears as a c red i tor o f the k ing, Henry I I . ,
t o th e exten t o f £6 1 6, 1 2 5 . 8d . Aaron was th e l arge st
E ng l i sh banker o f th e day

,
and was rep resen t ed by

h i s agen ts i n a l l par t s o f th e coun try . In fac t, a lmost
a l l th e members o f the Anglo-J ewish commun i ty ap pear
to have been connec ted w i th h i s bus ine ss tran sact io ns,
and most o f them acted as h i s agen ts . For a t ime h e
was i n partne rsh i p wi th I saac fi l ( son o f) Josce , h e ad o f
th e London Commun i ty and o ffic ia l l y recogn i sed Ch ie f
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J ew of the k ingdom . Aaron l e n t l arge sums o f
money for the bu i ld ing o f re l ig iou s edifices

,
and i t

was with h i s ass i st ance th at a t l east s i xteen abbeys
and cath ed ra l s

,
inc l ud ing the Abbey o f S t . Al bans ,

Linco ln Min ster
, Peterborough Cathedra l , a s wel l a s

n i n e C is terc i an abbey s were ere cted . At h i s death
th e owners o f th ese ed ifi ce s were indebted to h im
to the exten t o f 6400 marks (abou t in th e
p resen t curre ncy ) . Thus, by the in st rumen tal i ty o f
cap i tal p rov ided by Aa ron , th e Chur chmen o f Angevin
Eng land were enab l ed to ra i se th ose poems in arch i
tecture that a re to-day th e admi ra t i o n o f a l l b eho lde rs,
as we l l a s th e headquarter s o f the i r fa i th . Aaron’s
ac t iv i ty was no t

,
however

,
confined to financ ia l t rans

act i on s o f th i s descr ip t i on . I n commerce a l so h i s
master-mind atta ined a p os i t ion o f em inen ce

,
and,

among the re cords o f th e p er i od s t i l l extan t
,
are to

be found re ferences to h is dea l ings on a cons iderab l e
scal e in art i c l e s o f gen era l consumpt ion .

Th is tac i t p artnersh i p be tween th e crown and the
J ews o ften made i t an advan tage to a debto r no t to
repay th e cap i ta l o f h i s deb t . There was a lways a
chance of th e J ewish cred i to r dyi ng

,
and the debtor

m igh t then
,
by pay i ng a composi t ion to th e ki ng

,
ge t

qu i t o f th e deb t a t a re l at ive l y sma l l co st to h imse l f .
The k ing ’s revenue der ived from th e J ews d i d no t
ar i se so l e l y from these forfe i tures . The J ews were
no t exemp t from th e usu a l fines l ev ied on a var i e ty
o f o ccas ion s in a man’s l i fe

,
such as marr iage

,
j our

neys
, &c .

,
as wel l a s the ransoms and Compos i t ions

they were forced to pay in ret urn fo r th e k ing ’s
benevo l ence

,
pro tect ion

,
l i cense to t rade

,
&c . In

add i t ion
,
i n th e purchase o f j ust i ce J ews were among

the k ing ’s best c ustomers, and there were fines re

l at ing to l aw proceed ings
,
amerc iaments imposed on

accoun t o f m i sdemeanours , and fines on d i scharge
from impr i sonmen t . Mo reove r

,
a fte r the death o f
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S teph en
,
th e J ews were not over l oo ked when th e

ki ng was anxiou s to ra i se funds by means o f gi ft s o r
ta l l age s . I n 1 1 68 , on th e concl u s i on o f an al l iance
w i th Freder i ck Barbaro ssa

,
some o f th e leadi ng J ews

were se i zed and sen t abroad
,
p robab ly as hostages ,

and on th e remainder a ta l l age o f 5000 marks was
l evi ed . The same k ing, Hen ry I I . , twen ty year s l ate r,
ra i sed ( a quar te r o f the i r movab le s) by s im i l a r
mean s from the J ews o f E ngland

,
wh i l e th e rema inder

o f th e popu l at i on contr i but ed on l y £7O,OOO—a t e n th .

D r . J acobs est imates th at at th i s pe r iod £3000, a
twe l fth o f the ann ua l i ncome o f th e S tate

,
was der ived

f rom J ewi sh sources . The J ewi sh e l emen t be i ng so
profi tab l e a one i n so far a s the c rown was concern ed

,

i t can be u nderstood th ere was cons iderabl e d i sagree
men t be tween th e i n terests o f th e Church and th e
k ing wi th regard to th e conve rs i on o f J ews . I t was
decided l y to th e k ing’s i n t e re st tha t th e E ngl i sh J ews
shou l d n ot be en t i ced away f rom J uda i sm . H e did
no t go so fa r as to fo rb id such ch ange o f fa i th o r to
browbeat co nver t s

,
a s W i l l i am 1 1. h ad done , back to

th e i r o r ig in al c ommun i ty
,
bu t h e took step s to p en a l i se

conve rt s
,
as a d iscouragemen t to th e adop t ion o f

Ch r i st i an i ty ; t h e p rope rty o f a J ew l eaving h i s
ance s t ra l fa i t h wa s fo r fe i t e d to th e crown

,
wh ich

thu s compen sated i tse l f fo r th e l o ss o f th e p rospect ive
p rofit s th at wou l d have accrued to i t i f th e J ew had
rema ined w i th i n h i s commun i ty .

I t i s th u s seen th at th e J ews o f Angevi n E ngland by The Jews
' va lue

t h e i r as s i st ance en ab le d the Church and th e barons to me ma te“

to e rect bu i l d i ngs su i tab l e fo r the i r pu rpose s
,
and

that by mean s o f J ew i sh money th e l a tter we re pu t
in a po s i t i o n to d ischarge the i r fe uda l ob l iga t i ons
to the k ing

,
as we l l a s to take par t i n th e con te s ts fo r

the recovery o f th e H ol y Land . The k ing
,
on the

o th e r h and , by means o f funds de r ived from J ewi sh
source s

,
was ma t er i al l y as s i sted in th e governmen t
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of the k ingdom
, and h i s m i ss ions abroad

,
both war

l i ke and peace fu l
,
were rende red eas ie r . I t was found

that J ew i sh money cou ld be use fu l i n other d i rec t ion s
a l so

,
and the resu l t s o f a l oan by Josee , J ew o f

Glouce ster
,
i n 1 1 70 rude l y awakened th e k ing to the

power o f money and to th e ne cess i ty fo r keep ing th e
t ransact ion s o f h i s J ews st r i ct l y unde r con tro l . I n
that year R ich ard S t rongbow landed wi th an armed
fo l l owing i n I re land , and h is Operat ions u l t imate l y l ed
to the conques t of th at i s land and i ts fina l annexa t i on
t o the E ngl i sh Crown . The exped i t io n o f S trongbow
was mere l y a pr i vate venture Conduc ted i n defiance
of the express proh ib i t ion o f H enry

,
who feared

,

probab ly wi th j u st ice
,
th a t S t rongbow was anx iou s

to carve ou t f or h imse l f a k ingdom in the ne igh
b ouring i s l and ; a l though i n i t s immed iate resu l ts i t
redounded to the advantage o f th e k ing of E ngland .

One of the d i rect consequence s Of th e k ing’s ange r
at th i s u nauthor i sed exped i t i on was th e mu l ct ing in
fines Of th e J ews

,
who by th e i r l o an s b ad ren dered i t

p oss i b l e . I n fact , in th e absence of J ewi sh financ i ers
Hen ry wou ld have remained easy on tha t sco re

,

fo r wi thou t th em S trongbow woul d have found i t
extreme l y d ifficu l t

,
i f i t h ad been a t a l l poss i bl e

,
to

t ran sl ate h i s ambi t ion i n to act ion .
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t ion ; bu t even in such i n stance s
,
as has a l ready

been noted
,
th e J ews were al l owed great advan tage s

over Ch r i st ians
,
inasmuch as th e oa th o f o ne J ew

was o f as much avai l as th e oath s o f twe lve Chr i st i ans .
I n financ ia l d i sp ute s the J ewish c red i to r h ad on ly to
prove th e cap i ta l , wh i l e on the debto r l ay th e onu s
o f d i sp roving the charge s for i n terest . Th irteen years
l a ter

,
i n 1 1 77 , a seve re l iab i l i ty , under wh ich th e J ews

h ad h i therto l abou red , was removed . Un t i l th at date
they were a l l owed bu t one cemetery i n th e count ry

,

and the bodie s o f decea sed J ews , wherever th ey h ap
pen ed to be

,
had to be bro ugh t to Londo n fo r i n te r

men t . The removal o f th e l im i tat i on was accompan i ed
by tha t o f th e burden o f wh ich i t was th e cau se

,
and

l o c al cemete r ie s were es tab l i shed in var i o us p a r t s o f
t he count ry . S o sat i sfactory

,
on th e whol e

,
was th e

cond i t i on o f affa i r s i n England that J ewish scho lars
o f E uropean fame vis i ted the coun try ; among o th ers
Abrah am ib n E zra

,
th e scho l ar and wri ter

,
i n 1 1 5 8 ,

and I saac o f Chern igov in 1 1 8 1 .

On the expu ls ion o f th e J ews from France by Ph i l ip
Augustus th e fo l l ow ing yea r

,
a cons iderab l e number

of t he ex i l es took re fuge in th i s coun t ry . The J ews
o f E ngland l ived on fa i r ly good terms wi th th e i r
ne ighbou rs, inc l ud i ng th e c l e rgy, and were accus
tomed t o take re fuge wi th the i r va l uabl e s in th e abbey s
a t t imes o f commot ion . The commun i ty was a l so to
a s l igh t exten t rec ru i ted from among th e nat ives

,
and

th ere are reco rd s o f th e convers i on to J udai sm of at
l eas t two Cis te rc ian monks .
An ins tance of the free in te rcourse be tween Jew and

Chr i st ian a t th is t ime i s g iven by Gira ldus Camb rens is .

A certa in J ew,
t rave l l ing towa rds S hrewsbury

,
found

h imse l f in th e company Of Richard Pech é , th e arch
deacon o f Malp as , and a cl ean named Devi l l e . I n th e
course o f conve rsat ion th e archdeacon men t ioned th at
h i s j u r i sd i ct i on extended from a p la ce ca l l ed Il lstree t
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as far as Ma lpas . On h ear i ng th i s , th e J ew,
who was

o f a wit ty di sp os i t ion
,
rep l i ed : “ S ay you so , s ir ?

God gran t me then a good de l i veran ce fo r i t se ems
I am r i d i ng i n a coun try where S in (P ech é ) i s th e
archb i shop

,
and the Devi l h imse l f th e dean ; where

th e en t rance in to the archdeacon ry i s I l l-S tre e t , and
the go i ng-fo r th f rom i t Bad S t eps A few
year s l ate r

,
on the occas i on o f a quarre l between th e

archb i sh op and th e monks o f Can te rbu ry
,
i n wh i ch

th e popu l a r sympath ie s were on th e s ide o f th e l atter
,

th e J ews o f th e c ity took th e same s ide
,
and sent food

and dr i nk to feed th e conven t
,

“ and l i kewi se p rayed
fo r th e con t i nuance o f th e conven t in th e i r synagogues .
The arch b i sh o p d id no t cease to t ake away nor th e
J ews to pre sen t . We l e arn a l s o

,
from both E ngl i sh

and J ewi sh sou rces, of th e so c ia l i n te rcourse between
th e J ews and Chri st ian s o f ear ly P l an tagenet England .

The sat i s fac tory s i tuat i on of th e J ews of E ngl and The s i t ua t ion
was

,
however

,
no t dest i ned to endure , and the first Changes ‘

s ign o f th e coming change d i d not tarry l ong . H i th er to
th e J ews

,
th ough suff e r i ng from many d i sabi l i t i e s as

was inev i tab l e
,
had at th e same t ime en j oyed importan t

p r iv i l ege s . They were under th e sp ec ia l p ro tect ion o f
th e crown and had fu l l l i be r ty o f movemen t al though
debarred f rom many occu pat ion s

,
and f rom ho ld ing

l and by feuda l t enure
,
th ey were ye t ab l e to occupy

estates
,
and at l east one en t ry in Domesday Book

i s suspected o f r e ferr i ng to a J ew . Moreove r
,
th e

publ i c records o f th e twe l f th cen t u ry con tai n even
re fer ence s to Anglo-J ew i sh kn igh ts . The J ews had
l i be r ty of worsh ip

,
and , from 1 1 77 , pe rmi ss i on to

acqu ire ceme ter i e s in al l parts . I n the i r l iab i l i ty to
fine s on success i on to p roperty they were on l y on
an equa l i ty w ith Ch r i st ian u su rers , and there a re
i nstances in wh i ch th e property o f decease d J ews
was freed from confiscat ion on p roo f that th ey d ied
innocent o f th e o ffence o f usu ry .
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In 1 1 8 1 came the firs t act o f an t i-J ewish discrimi
nat ion— th e open ing of a centu ry o f p erse cut ion and
massacre . By the Ass ize o f Arms o f th at year i t was
enacted that

,

“ NO J ew shal l keep w i th h im mai l o r
hauberk , but l e t h im se l l o r g ive them away , o r in
some oth er way remove them from h im .

” Thus were
t he J ews d i sarmed in p reparat ion for the massac re s
o f e igh t years l ater .
The firs t two Crusades

,
i t ha s been seen , fraugh t

wi th in ten se su ffe r i ng for the J ewr ie s of the Con t inen t ,
l e ft Engl and un to uched and hard l y affec ted . But a
di s tant murmur of th e t rag ica l occu rrences on th e
Cont inent reached the ears o f Anglo-J ewry

,
and even

th e Engl i sh peopl e took re l at ive l y l i t t l e more than
an academ ic int e re st in th e two first great effo r t s fo r
the recovery Of th e Ho ly Land . For E ngland and
the J ews o f E ngland th e Th i rd Crusade d iffered in toto
from i ts two predecessors . I n the first p l ac e th e
E ngl i sh cont i ngen t i n the j o int army o f Chr i stendom
no l o nger cons i st e d o f a comparat ive l y i ns ign ificant
number o f i nd ividua l s

,
each sole l y conce rned w i th

h imse l f and h i s reta iners . One hal f of the new army
h ad been recru i ted i n England fo r i t s spec ific pu r
pose

,
and a t i ts h ead

,
th e j o in t-l eader o f the exped i

t i on
,
was the fi rst so ld i er o f Ch r i stendom

,
who had

j u st ascended th e Engl ish throne .
On th e J ews o f England th e first e ff ect o f th e

new Crusade was th e l evy of the immense ta l lage
Of prev iously ment ioned . The p repara t ion s
commenced befo re th e dea th o f H en ry I I . , and i t wa s
under that monarch tha t th i s act o f fi nanc ia l Oppres
s io n was perpe trated . The fo l lowing year , 1 1 89, th e
J ews O f London suffe red in th e i r person s as wel l as
in th e i r p roperty . Richard I.

’

s coronat ion was the
earl ie st E ngl i sh coronat ion o f wh ich there i s any
deta i l ed accoun t

,
and i t was condu cted on a most

e laborate scal e . The ceremony i t se l f took p l ace i n
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Westm i n ste r Abbey
,
and was fo l l owed by a banque t

i n the n e ighbou r ing palace . O f th e d i stu rbance s
tha t a ccompan i ed the coronat io n th ere are seve ral
accoun t s

,
wh ich

,
d iffe r ing sl igh t ly i n deta i l s, are i n

agreemen t on a l l po in ts o f consequence . Among
those who made the i r way to Westm in ste r t o take
part in th e impo rtant even t was a deputa t i o n o f the
l ead i ng J ews o f the k ingdom , bea r ing cos t ly presen ts
for th e k ing

,
from whom they hoped fo r a con t i nua

t ion o f the favou r that h i s p redecesso rs h ad con ferred
upon them . Al th ough th e ch ief J ewi sh cen tre s in th e
k ingdom had sen t o f th e i r l ead ing members to take
par t i n the deputat ion

,
th ey were no t a l l owed to be

presen t a t the ceremony, e i the r be cau se i t was con
sidered a sacri l ege fo r a J ew to be admi tted to a
Ch r i s t i an p l ace o f wo rsh ip , or on accoun t o f th e fear
l es t J ews (and women were exc l uded from th e corona
t i on fo r a s im i l a r rea son ) migh t exerc i se so rcery over
the part i c ip an ts i n the ceremony . The J ews

,
howeve r

,

though debarred from enter i ng th e chu rch
,
mingl ed

wi th th e crowd that assembl ed at i t s gates . Here
,
i n

th e j o st l ing of th e crowd
,
a i ded probably by th e eager

ness o f th e J ews to see someth ing o f th e ceremony
,

one o r two J ews were pushed th rough the gate s, and
th e ke epers

,
on per ce iv ing th i s

,
rude ly beat th em and

drove th em ou t . The popu l ace outs ide , co l l e c ted
from a l l par t s and to a consi de rabl e exten t at tenda n t s
o f th e nob l e s who were tak ing par t i n th e ce remony

,

see i ng th i s
,
and remembe ri ng th e p roh ib i t i o n the

k ing had i ssued aga i n s t th e in tended J ewi sh v i s i to r s
,

immed iate l y came to th e conc l us i o n that th e ki ng
des i red h i s peop l e to ce l ebrate th e co ronat ion by
at tack ing th e J ews . Li tt l e encouragement was needed

,
London Jewry

and immed iate ly a r io t a rose , in wh ich th e J ews were
meked '

th e vi c t ims and the Chr i s t i an s the assa i l an ts . Every
J ew to be found was bea ten and many ki l l ed . They
were pursued to th e i r house s

,
wh ich were at tacked

,
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and i f too strong to be broken in to— fo r th e J ews’

houses were among th e strongest i n the kingdom— th e
s traw roo fs were se t on fi re

,
and in many i n stan ce s

th e hou ses were burn t together w i th th e i r i nmates .
Rap ine

,
murder

,
and p lunder became th e order o f

th e day . The greed fo r spo i l grew st i l l s t ronger , and
Chri st ian turned aga ins t Ch r i st i an i n th e scramble fo r
the p l under . The conflagra t ion was not confined to
th e houses o f the J ews, bu t sp read to th ose o f the ir
Ch r i st ian ne ighbour s ; r io ter s i n th e i r rage fo r booty
were not too carefu l to confine the i r at ten t i on to
J ewi sh houses

,
and occas iona l l y

,
in tent ional l y or by

acc iden t
,
broke in to o thers o ccup ied by Chr i st ian s

that gave promi se o f be ing worth th e t roub l e o f
attack .

Act ion o f the The king
,
hear ing o f the tumu l t wh i l e a t h i s co ro

n ’

nat io n banquet
,

1 sen t Ranu l ph de Glanv i l , t h e Ch i e f
j u st i ce

,
together wi th severa l o f th e nobles , to pu t

an end to th e r i o t ing and to pro tect the J ews from
the popu l ace . The l a tte r h ad

,
however

,
by th i s t ime

become so exc i ted and i nten t on outrage and p lunder
that th e e ffo rts o f th e roya l messengers were i gnored

,

and
,
to avo id be i ng th emsel ve s at tacked

,
th ey were

compel l ed to wi thdraw . The r i o t ing cont inued nu

abated from midday on th e Sunday unt i l two o ’c l ock
on th e fo l l owing after noon

,
Operat ions be ing con

ducted dur ing th e n igh t by the l igh t o f the burn i ng
houses . When at l ength the movemen t subsided

,
i t

was no t because th e popu l ac e h ad recovered from i t s
in tox icat ion or repented o f i t s ou tburst

,
but mere l y

from exhaust ion . Whether Ri chard was fr i endl y d i s
p osed to the J ews o r no t , he was certa in l y very
indignan t that th e occas i o n o f h i s co ronat ion shou ld
have been marred by such a r iotou s outbreak

,
and

1 Acco rd ing to some accounts the ou tbreak occurred in consequence o f

he pene t ra t ion Of J ews into the banque t ing-ha l l , subsequent to the corona
t ion ce I emony.
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that h i s fi rs t command as K ing o f Engl and shou ld
have been d i sregarded . H e was perh aps mo re anx iou s
th at h i s o ffended d ign i ty

,
rather th an that th e mu r

dered and p l undered J ews
,
shou l d be avenged , bu t

i n superab l e d iffi cu l t i e s stood i n th e way o f due p un ish
men t . I f th e t ransgresso rs h ad been nobl e s o r p ro
m inen t members o f the commun i ty they cou ld have
been dea l t w i th

,
a l th ough de l ay m igh t h ave been

exped i en t . The upri s i ng was , however , a popul ar
on e , and i t s part i c ipan t s were u nknown . On th e
conclu s ion o f th e coronat i o n ce l ebrat ion s th ey h ad
scat tered w ith th e i r masters i n to a l l par ts o f the k ing
dom . Those master s co u l d no t be he ld respon s i bl e
fo r offence s o f wh i ch persona l l y they were gu i l t l e ss,
al th ough th ere was a su sp ic ion that some o f th e
baron s we re not a l toge th er unconnected wi th th e
movemen t

,
wh ich must have appea l ed to many o f

th em as an easy method o f l i qu i dat ing th e deb t s they
owed to th e J ews . Richard was determ ined , how
ever

,
th at th e cr im i nal s shou l d n o t go a l toge the r

unpun i sh ed . S evera l were app rehended , and th ree
[Eggtp

unish

h anged ; one because h e h ad sto l en goods o f a fe l l ow
Ch r i st i an

,
and th e o th er two becau se a fire th ey h ad

k ind l ed t o burn a J ew ’s house had , un fo rtunate l y ,
sp read to that o f a n e ighbour ing Ch r i s t ian . Th e
outbreak was no t mere ly o f an economi c and p lun
der ing desc r ip t ion ; i t h ad a l so a very dec ided re

l ig ious bas i s . The pe rsecuted J ews were , i n some
cases

,
o ffe red by the i r assa i l an t s the a l ternat ives o f

death and bapt i sm . The overwhe lm ing maj or i ty
unhe s i tat ingly p re fe rred the martyr’s fat e . A few,

however , were cas t in a l es s h ero i c mou l d . The
repre sen tat i ves o f th e important J ewi sh centre o f
York i n th e deputat ion th at h ad i n tended wai t i ng
upon th e k ing were J osee and Bened i c t . Both were
i nvo lved i n the tumu l t and fled . The former esca ped
from h i s pers ecu tor s bu t Bened i c t

,
l e s s ac t i ve

,
was
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cap tu red and beaten . H is vigou r impa i red by age
and h i s wounds

,
Benedi c t Chose bap t i sm in pre

fe ren ce to death
,
and was immed iate ly bap tized in

th e Church o f th e I nnocent s by W i l l iam , P r io r o f th e
Church o f S t . Mary of York . The fo l lowing day
B ened ic t, whose Chr i st i an name was W i l l iam ,

was
sen t fo r by th e k ing . Wh en quest i oned he rep l i ed
that

,
a l th ough h av ing accep ted bapt i sm in o rde r to

escape death
,
h e was a J ew at h eart . Turn ing to th e

Archb i sh op o f Can terbury
,
t h e k ing i nqu i red how

Bened i c t sh ou ld be dea l t wi th . The churchman , who
was not over l earned , and more fit ted fo r the batt l e
fie ld than fo r th e counc i l ch amber o r the al tar—he
was k i l l ed short ly afte rwards a t th e wal l s o f Acre
rep l ied te st i l y

,

“ I f h e wi l l no t be a servan t o f God
,

l e t h im be a servan t o f th e D evi l ,
” a nd so

,
as Hoveden

says
,
Bened ic t

,

“ l i ke a dog to h i s vomi t return ed
to the J ewi sh dep ravi ty . The terr i b l e o rdea l through
wh ich Bened i ct h ad p assed , however, speed i l y effected
the consummat ion from wh ich th e a c t o f temporary
apo stasy h ad saved h im . On th e way home to York
Bened ic t d ied o f h i s wounds and suffer ings a t Nor
thamp ton , where h e h el d con s iderabl e p rope rty . I t
i s re l ated th at h i s body was re fused J ewi sh bu r ia l o n
account o f h i s aposta sy

,
and Chr i s t i an s decl ined to

d i spose o f i t 0 11 t h e gro und o f h i s re l apse to J uda i sm .

A few mon th s l ater h is widow and ch i ld ren were
burn t i n the i r h ouse duri ng th e ou tbreak at York .

Desp i te th e effo rts o f th e k ing to protect the J ews ,
in fur th erance of wh ich h e se nt wr i ts to a l l pa r ts o f
the kingdom ,

forb idd ing any molestat ion to be o ffered
to the J ews , th e even ts i n th e cap i ta l found th e i r
echoes in th e p rovi nces . E xagge rated acco un ts
spread th roughou t th e coun t ry o f th e great r i ch e s th e
p eop l e h ad acqu i red by th e p lunder o f th e J ews

,
and

th ose who h eard these sto r ies were anx io u s to imi tate
th e i r ne igh bou rs and enr ich th em se lves also at th e
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of the Cross
,
and, moreover , unab l e fo r wan t o f funds

to se t o ut on th e i r exped i t ion
,
th ey determined to

a t ta in both ends by one and th e same mean s . The
J ews were a t ta cked

,
bu t for th e most pa rt took re fuge

i n th e Cast l e . Comparat ive l y few were S l ain . Thei r
ho use s

,
however, l e f t unp ro tected , were sa cked by th e

Crusaders . At S tam ford on th i s o ccas ion occurred
one o f th e ear l i e s t recorded in stance s o f a baron
Open l y showing h i s sympathy wi th the perpet rato rs
of an t i-J ewish exce sse s . Gerard de Camv i l le

,
a grea t

baron
,
and at the t ime H igh Sher iff o f the county

,

was among the abe tto r s o f the outrage . A mon th
ear l i e r

,
on February 6

,
th e J ews o f No rwi ch h ad

su ffe red a s im i l ar at tack . III tha t ins tance a l so the
maj o r i ty took re fuge i n the Royal Cast l e an d thus
e scaped . Those howeve r who h ad not th e t ime to
do so were s l aughtered

,
and a l l the ava i lab le p roperty

o f the J ews was p i l l aged .
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CHAPTER V

THE MASSACRE AT YORK

( 1 1 90)

OF al l th e i n c iden ts i n th e massa c res o f 1 1 89—90, th e The Yo rk
even ts at York

,
th e nor th ern cap i ta l o f th e k ingdom

,

were th e most terr i bl e . The ear l i e st re ferenc e i n
th e reco rd s o f th e York J ewi sh commun i ty appears
under th e year 1 1 30, bu t th i s i s o f such a natu re
as to render i t cer ta i n tha t th e commun ity h ad then
been long es tab l i sh ed

,
and was by th a t t ime i n a

po s i t i o n o f great p rospe r i ty . The oversh adowing
pos i t ion o ccup ied by Aaron o f Li nco ln passed on
h i s death to two J ews o f York

,
J osee and Bened i ct

,

who
,
i t w i l l be remembered

,
were to have repre

sen ted the north ern commun i ty at th e c oronat io n
of K i ng R ich ard . Both were men o f great weal th

,

and the i r exten s ive Operat ion s and spa c iou s and
p r i nce l y man s ion s arouse d th e commen ts o f con tem

pora ry Ch ron ic l ers . So l ong as th e k ing rema ined
i n E ngland , th e knowl edge that any fur ther at tacks
on th e J ews wou l d earn h i s s tern d i sapproval

,
and

probably l ead to pun i shmen t , supp ressed a l l ac t ive
man i fest at ions o f th e d i s l i ke wh ich , fo r d i fferen t
r easons

,
th e J ews h ad by now aroused among most

c l asse s i n the coun try . W i t h R i chard
,
h owever

,
al l

o th er des i res were subservi en t t o th e amb i t io n to
be th e instrumen t o f th e recove ry o f the Ho ly Land .

To th i s e nd even th e Crown of E ngl and was bu t
a means

,
and

,
at th e fi rs t Opportun i ty

,
Ri chard Richa rd leaves

crossed to th e . Con t inen t on h i s way to J eru sal em .

England
H i s departure was immed iate l y made sen s i b l e to
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the J ews in a l l p arts o f th e k ingdom ; th e h i th erto

(with few excep t ions) pass ive host i l i ty became act ive
aggress ion ; th e l ower ing looks and muttered curse s
wer e rap id ly t ran s la ted in to deeds o f v io l en ce . O f
a l l th e b lows tha t fe l l in qui ck success i on on Angl o
J ewry dur ing the year 1 1 90, th e mos t crush ing was
that wh ich ann ih i l ated th e prosperou s commun i ty o f
York . E l sewhere p i l lage and murder were rampan t ,
and but sect ions of th e J ewish popu lat ion, f re quen t ly
minor i t i es , escaped . At York th e who le O f th e l oca l
J ewry was destroyed and no t an ind iv idua l J ew
survived .

Under cover o f an Ou tbreak Of fi re
,
wheth e r

i ncend iary o r acc identa l i s no t known , i n th e c i ty
o f York , an at tack was made by a certa in se ct i on
o f th e popu l ace on th e house o f Bened i ct , who had
d i ed at N orthamp ton on h i s way home from London .

The house was sacked ; i t s con ten t s p l undered ;
Bened i c t’s widow

,
ch i ldren

,
and fr iends who

,
ap

parent ly fear i ng an outbr eak
,
had taken refuge in

i t , murdered, and th e bu i l d ing bu rn t to the ground .

Th i s
,
th e first in c iden t i n t he excesses o f York, wa s

i so l a ted . H is fr iends’ fa te
,
howeve r

,
a l armed J osee

,

who
,
app ly ing to th e governo r o f the Roya l Cast l e ,

was invi ted to p lace h i s fami ly and h is va l uable s
there for greate r se cu r i ty . Th i s offer was accepted ,
and J o see and h i s fam i l y, together w i th a cons ider
ab l e t reasure

,
took refuge in th e Cast l e

,
h is house

be ing left w i th a sma l l guard . The rabbl e , howeve r,
once having tasted J ewi sh b l ood , craved for more .
P oss ib ly th ey were fur ther exci t ed by th e knowledge
o f J osee ’s weal th . Once more they co l l e c ted a t
n i gh t

,
and J osee ’s h ouse shared the fa t e o f tha t o f

Bened ict . By th is t ime i t was man i fes t th at great
danger th rea tened the J ews of York

,
and esp ec ia l l y

any who migh t remain unpro tected i n th e c i ty . The
greater numbe r of th e J ewi sh inhabi tan ts hast i ly
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deserted th e i r h ouses
,
wh ich were immed iate l y

sacked, and j o ined Josce and h i s fam i ly in th e
Roya l Castl e . Those who h es i tated to do l i kewi se

,

or tarr i ed too l ong
,
were s l ain . Poss ib ly

,
as in th e

cases o f No rwich and S tamford
,
th e p ro te ct ion o f

th e Royal Cast l e and i t s governor wou l d h ave been
su ffic i en t , and th e o rgy o f l awlessness hav ing ru n
i t s c ourse th e J ews migh t have re tur ned once more
wi th the i r re scued proper ty to th e i r ru in ed homes .
U nnerved

,
howeve r , by th e a t roc i t i e s to wh ich th ey

had been w itness
,
te r r ified by th e rumours tha t h ad

reached th em o f the awfu l fate o f k i ndred com
mun i t ies e l sewhere

,
doubt fu l whom they migh t t rus t

i n th ei r extrem ity
,
and poss ib ly a l so dece ived by

fa l se coun se l l or s anxio us to depr ive them o f th e i r
o n l y prote ct i on

,
t h e J ews were th emse l ve s th e cause

o f the next en t ry i n th e te r r ib l e cata l ogue of the i r
mi sfo r tu ne s . The gove rn or

,
h av ing to l eave the The governo r

Cast l e o n bus ine ss on e day
,
was re fused re-admi ss ion

“ e luded

on h i s retu rn by th e J ews h e h ad she l tered the re
,

fear fu l l e st h e migh t h ave arranged to betray th em .

S uch , i t h ad been suggested to th e re fugees , was
th e obj ect o f th e gove rno r’s bu s i n e ss i n th e town .

The governo r
,
o f cour se

,
cou l d no t remain pass ive

wh i l e excl uded from th e Cast l e en trusted to h i s
charge by the k ing ; and , unab l e to r ecover i t s
custody

,
he ap peal ed for ass istance to the sher iff o f

the coun ty
,
who h appened to be in th e c i ty at t he

t ime . H i s app l i ca t io n
,
i f i t needed any support

,

read i l y obta ined i t from those l eade r s o f the an t i
J ewi sh movemen t who he ld h igh pos i t i on s i n th e
realm , and the sher iff consented to u se h i s fo rce s
i n recover ing the Roya l Cas t l e from th e h ands o f
the J ewi sh re be l s . H is army was immediate l y j o i ned
by a l l th o se who had h i ther to been p revented by
the wal l s o f th e Cast l e from assuagi ng the i r th i rs t
for J ewish blood . The combined fo rce s speed i l y
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attacked the Cast l e
,
with such zeal o n t he par t o f

the i r regu l ars th at the she ri ff qu ickly d iv ined the i r
obj ec t

,
and

,
repen t i ng of h i s dete rmin a t ion , gave

o rders fo r the attack to cease . To fomen t a d i s
turb ance i s, howeve r, fa r e as ie r th an to supp re ss
o ne

,
and th i s t he sher iff soon l earn t . H is o rde rs to

at tack we re car r i ed out almost be fo re they were
g iven ; those to de s i s t passed unheeded . The be t te r
c l ass o f i nhabitants as a who le re fu sed to g ive any
countenance to the excesses

,
or to take par t in the

at tack o n the Cast l e . The cle rgy
,
howeve r

,
had no

scrup l e s in the matte r . They eage r ly j o ined th e
mob

,
and one i n par t icu l ar

,
a herm i t of the P ree

mons tra tens ian O rder , was e spec i a l ly zeal ou s i n th e
cau se . Att i r ed i n h i s wh i te surp l i ce

,
he stoo d al l

day i n the foremost ranks
,
exhort i ng those around

h im wi th the cry : “ De stroy the enem ie s o f Ch r i st "
Dest roy the enem ie s o f Ch ri st "” S o convi n ced
was he of th e ho l iness o f h i s m i ss io n

,
tha t be fore

go ing to the batt l e each morn ing th i s man of God
was accu stomed to pa rtake o f the E uchar i s t . Over
come by h i s zea l , he ventured one day too c l ose
to the wal l s and was crushed by a s tone tha t fe l l
from the batt l emen ts—th e on l y one o f the bes i egers
to be k i l l ed .

Meanwh i l e the p l igh t of the J ews w i th i n the Cast l e
was a terr ible o ne . There was hudd led togeth e r a
m isce l l an eous crowd of men

,
women , and ch i l dren ,

o l d and young , rabb i s and laymen . W i th ou t a rms
they cou ld on l y in terpose th e wal l s and gates between
th emse l ves and the i r persecutors . S t i l l worse

,
th ey

were wi thou t food , and, even i f abl e to wi th stand th e
attacks o f those wi thout , must inev i tably h ave suc
cumb ed to starvat ion . Fr iend l e ss i n th e m ids t o f a
host i l e coun t ry there cou ld be no hope o f re l i e f

,
nor

d i d i t seem th at the pass ions o f th e mob woul d be
assuaged i n t ime to save the i r dest i ned vi c t ims . To
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open th e gates mean t i n stan t massacre to keep th em
C l osed , e i th er the same fate o r death by starvat ion .

The hope l es s condit ion o f affa i r s was recogn ised by
th e de fenders . A counc i l was ca l l ed . Up rose th e The Jews take
l earned Rabbi Yomtob Of J o igny

,
a scho la r o f great

com e"

r enown , who had come to York from France i n order
to act a s th e sp i r i tual h ead o f th e commun i ty

,
and

sai d : “ Men o f I s rae l " th e God o f ou r fathers, to
Whom none can say what doest Thou ? commands
u s

,
a t th i s t ime

,
t o d ie for His l aw ; and beho ld , death

i s even befo re our eyes, and th ere i s no th ing l e f t u s
to cons ide r bu t how to u ndergo i t in th e most repu t
abl e and ea sy manner. I f we fal l i n to th e h ands o f
ou r en emi e s (wh i ch I th ink there i s n o possib i l i ty o f
escap i ng) , ou r death s wi l l n o t on ly b e crue l , bu t
i gnomin io u s . They wi l l no t on l y to rmen t u s, but
desp i te fu l l y u se us . My advice there fo re i s , tha t we
vo l untar i l y su rrende r those l ives to our Creator ,
wh ich He seem s to ca l l fo r

,
and not wai t for any

o ther execu t ione r s than our se l ve s . The fac t i s bo th
rat iona l and lawfu l ; nor do we want examp l es, from
amongst o u r i l l us tr i ou s ancestors , to p rove i t so .

They h ave frequen t l y p roceeded in the l i ke manner
,

upon th e same occas ions .” 1

S uch a h e ro i c cou rse o f act i on d id not mee t with The Jews
unan imous approval , and seve ral whose courage was
i n su ffic i en t to enab l e th em to take th e supreme step the POPUIaCC

expressed d i sapproval o f i t . Then th e rabb i ro se a
second t ime and ca l l ed u pon those who were no t o f
h i s Op i n i o n to w i thdraw . Th i s they di d

,
but the grea t

maj o r i ty rema i n ed beh i n d and steadfast l y p ro ceeded
to put i n to execu t ion the advi ce th ey h ad rece ived .

Fi rs t th ey burn t o r o therwise dest royed al l the i r
p roperty so th at none o f i t shou ld fa l l i n to th e hands

1 Th is speech o f Rabbi Yomtob is quo ted from Tovey’s t rans la t ion o f

Wa l te r o f Hemingburgh . As suggested by D r. Joseph Jacobs, i t is un
doubted ly apocrypha l , and appea rs t o b e based on tha t o f E leaz ar o f
Masada , as reported by Josephus on a simi la r occasion.
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of the i r enem ies . J osee wi th a sharp kn i fe cut the
throat s o f “ h i s much loved wi fe

,
Anna ” and the i r

ch i l d ren . The oth e r heads o f fami l i e s im i tated h i s
examp l e

,
and th en s l ew one another

,
unt i l at l ength

Rabb i Yomtob and J o se e a l on e rema ined a l ive .

Josce was pu t to death by h i s compan ion , who final l y
s l ew h imse l f .
Those J ews who se courage had shrunk from the
sup reme ordea l were meanwh i l e

,
du r ing that d readfu l

n igh t
,
defend ing th emsel ves from the flames that had

sp read from the property o f th e J ews to th e bu i ld ing
i tse l f . In th e morn i ng

,
when th e bes iegers re turned

to th e i r ta sk
,
th ey were rece ived by th e wretched

remnan t o f v ic t ims , who, from th e batt l emen ts , nar
rated th e terr ibl e even t s that had happened dur ing
th e n igh t with i n the keep o f York Cast l e . I n con
firmat ion of th e i r s tatemen t s they th rew the bodie s o f
th e sl augh tered over the bat t l emen t s . The su rvivo rs
begged fo r mercy . Any pr i ce were they wi l l ing to
pay for the i r l ives . W i l l i ngly wou l d they accep t
bap t ism i f on l y th e i r l ive s were spared . The offer
was acce p ted

,
and the ter ro r-st r icken fugi t ives were

al l owed to come ou t o f th e Cast l e . But the obj ec t o f
th e bes i egers was no t to ga i n conve rt s , but to sh ed

The survivors st i l l more J ewi sh b lood . Desp i te the so l emn p rom i se
massacred

o f pro tect ion
,
desp i te th e terr i b l e occurrences that

shou l d h ave moved to p i ty th e most ca l l ou s o f mur
derers

,
desp i te th e harml e ssness o f th e l ast ins ign ifi

can t remnan t o f what had once been th e wea l thy
,

d ist ingu ish ed , and prospe rous J ewish commun i ty o f
York

,
th e fugi t i ve s were bare ly withou t the gates

before th ey were massacred . And th en the tru e
mean ing o f th e who l e movement became apparen t .
From th e Cast l e the mob

,
i n fluenced by those who

knew how to p rofi t by J ewi sh m i sfor tunes
,
made i t s

way to the Minst er. By threats they compe l l ed th e
gu ard ian s of th e sacred edifice to de l ive r up a l l th e
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fifty
-seven J ews were s l a in

,
and short l y afterwards

the rema inder were expel l ed at the i nstan ce of
Abbot S amson on the ground that every man o f
the town h ad to be a vassal o f S t . Edmund , wh i ch
no J ew, of cou rse , cou l d be . At Linco l n th e J ews
saved themsel ves by taking refuge in th e Cast l e .
They were befr iended by th e B i shop S a in t H ugh

,

who se death ten years l ater was ve ry s in cere l y
mou rned by th e l o cal commun ity . At Col ch este r

,

Thetfo rd
,
and Osp r i nge a l so

,
th e J ews suffered

massacre .
In due course t i d ings o f the at roc i t i e s reached th e
ears of th e k ing

,
who was en raged bo th that h i s s tr i c t

in j unct ions no t to harm th e J ews h ad been d i sobeyed ,

and al so th at th e evidence o f th e debts
,
wh ich

,
i n the

natural cou rse
,
wou ld h ave fal l en to the crown

,

shou l d have been des troyed . Geoffrey Ryde l
,
Bishop

o f E ly, th e Chancel l o r o f th e K ingdom , was com
manded fo r thw ith to repa i r to York and infl ic t
pun i shmen t on th e au tho r s o f the o u trage s . Co l l ec t
ing an army he soon arr ived, bu t the m i screan ts
p r imar i l y resp ons i b l e had e i th er fled into S co t l and or
j o ined th e Crusade . The governor o f th e Cast l e an d
the sher i ff were both removed from the i r offices on
th e ground th at th ey were responsi b l e in no t p reven t
ing t h e d i stu rban ces, and severa l o f th e lead ing
c i t izen s compel l ed to g ive th e ir recogn izances tha t
th ey wou ld appear to answer fo r the i r conduct before
th e k ing on h is re turn . The esta tes o f Rober t de
Gan t

,
Robert de Turnham ,

and Ri ch ard Ma leb isse
,

who had fled
,
were confiscated , bu t they were , a fte r

in terva l s o f vary ing durat i on , restored . No twithstand

ing th e massac re , none o f the gu i l ty part ic i pan ts paid
th e pena l ty w i th h i s l i fe .
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CHAPTER VI

THE EXCHEQUER OF THE JEWS

( 1 1 94—1 2 1 6 )

AT th is po in t , however, Richard wa s unwi l l i ng to l e t
the ma tte r res t, but un t i l h i s retu rn t o Englan d
noth ing furthe r cou l d be done . Th i s r e turn was
con s iderab ly del ayed by Rich ard ’s cap t iv i ty

,
but

when at l e ngth h e reached E ngland in 1 1 94, he
set zea l ou s l y to work to h ave the po s i t i on o f th e
J ews carefu l l y inves t igated . J u st ice s i t ineran t were
appo in ted to proceed to th e d iff eren t c i t i e s in wh ich
ant i-J ewi sh exces se s had taken p lace to make inqu i ry
in to th em

,
and at th e same t ime t o get exact s ta t e

ment s o f th e p roper ty o f th e J ews who had been s la in
,

and esp ec ia l ly o f the debts th at were due to th em .

In th e same year o rd i nances were drawn up fo r th e
reg i st rat ion o f the estates and po ssess ion s o f th e
J ews . The Outb reak at York h ad shown tha t the
fi nanc i a l i n terest s o f the J ews

,
and consequent l y al so

o f th e k ing, were p laced in cons iderab l e j eopardy by
th e sys t em then in force o f record ing debts to th e
J ew s . The north e rn barons h ad undoubted ly been
grea t ly influenced in th e ir a t tack on th e J ews by
th e hope

,
j ust i fied i n many in st ances

,
th at in de st roy

ing th e ava i l able reco rds o f the i r indebtedness they
wou ld at the same t ime l iqu idate the debts . Al though

,

in th e case o f York , a few of the record s were
in dupl icate , many , a lmost cer tain l y the ma j o r i ty

,

had not been cop ied , and th e i n cend ia ri sm of th e
r io ters dep ri ved th e king o f l arge amoun t s tha t
wou l d in the o rd inary course have reverted to
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h im in con sequence o f th e mu rder o f the J ewi sh
cred i tor s .
He determ ined, howeve r, to p rofi t by exper ience ,

and e stab l i shed i n London and the o the r ch i e f towns
where J ews l ived regi str i e s o f th e bonds . Offi c ia l s

,

con si s t i ng o f ch i rographe rs
,
Copy i sts

,
and c l erk s

,
were

appo in ted to take charge o f th ese reg i str i e s . O f th e
first-named offic ia l s two were J ews . Al l acknow ledg
men ts o f debts we re to be i n dup l icate

,
one copy to The debts Of

be re ta ined by th e J ewi sh cred i to r
,
and the othe r ”8

p rese rved in th e arch i ve s . The che sts in wh ich the se dupl ica‘fi

reco rds were to be l odged were to be t reb l y l ocked ,
one key to be entrusted to th e J ewi sh ch i rographe rs

,

a second to th e i r Ch r i st ian col l eagues
,
and th e th i rd

to the C l e rks . A fu r the r record was to be kept by th e
C l e rks o f a l l payments o f deb ts o r a l terat ion s i n th e
deeds

,
and no such a l te ra t io n was to be made excep t

in th e p re sence o f a maj o r i ty of th e officia l s . The
acqu i tta l s o f the cred i tors were wr i tten in Hebrew
wi th a Lat i n t rans l at i on

,
somet imes in Lat i n a lone

or i n Norman French a lone
,
occa s i ona l l y i n Lat in

wr i tten i n Hebrew characte rs . They we re known
by th e i r H ebrew name o f S heta r

,
and i t h as been S heta roth

sugges ted tha t the S tar Ch ambe r, subsequen t ly so
p rominen t i n E ngl i sh h i story

,
der ived i t s name

f rom be ing the depos i tory o f th ese S heta rs . The
regu la t ion s adopted at th i s t ime underwen t some
mod ificat ions at a l a te r da te , bu t i n the i r e ssen t i a l s
th ey rema ined una l tered u nt i l th e Expu l s io n . The
Ord inances o f 1 1 94 a lso l a id down th at a regi ste r
shou l d be kep t o f a l l the p roperty of th e J ews

,

who were a l so compel l e d to prom ise unde r oa th
to denounce any o f the i r peop l e gu i l ty o f offence s
aga i n s t th e l aw . Wh i l e a fford i ng th e J ews add i t i onal
secu r i ty

,
th i s a rrangemen t a l so proved o f st i l l greate r

advan tage to th e c rown . Hence fo r th
,
the murd e r

o f a J ewi sh cred i tor i n stead o f re l eas i ng the debto r
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mere ly put h im d i rect ly i n th e power o f th e k ing ;
wh i l e to destroy the record of the debt i n the pos
sess ion o f the cred i tor was but a fu t i l e p roceeding .

Thus th e king wa s secured again st l o ss by th e murder
o f h i s J ews . He was

,
moreover

,
p l aced in a pos i t ion

to become acqua in te d wi th the i r exact re sources
,
and

hence forth when i n need of money cou l d tax th em
st i l l more heavi l y th an before

,
with the ce rta in ty o f

h i s demands be ing sat i sfied .

From these regi s tr i es o f d ebts , as we l l a s from th e
branch o f th e exch equer that h ad s ince 1 1 86 been
dea l ing wi th th e e state of Aaron o f Lin co ln

,
grew a

new and separate ins t i tu t i on
,
th e Exchequer o f the

J ews . The exact date o f th e estab l i shmen t o f th i s
in st i tut ion i s unknown

,
but i n 1 1 98 are first men t ioned

th e j ust i ces o f th e J ews who he l d the statu s o f baron s
o f the E xch equer . O f th ese j u st i ce s there were four ,
two o f th e fi rst appo in ted be ing J ews

,
Benedi c t de

Ta lemunt and Jo seph Aaron . I t do es not seem
,

h owever
,
th at any fu r ther J ews were appo in ted to th e

office . J ews we re , however , a l so e l ig ibl e for the minor
offices

,
and th ese were f requen t l y h e ld by th em . The

E xch equer o f th e J ews exerc ised j ur i sd i ct ion i n cases
i n wh i ch both J ews and Ch ri st ian s were concerned
su i t s to wh ich both par t i e s were J ews were se tt l ed by
th e i r own courts—al though instances a re to be found
i n wh ich such case s we re heard be fo re the o rd inary
courts . The j ust i ces were ass i sted in the i r de l ibera
t ions by th e ch ie f presbyte r

,
whose par t i c ipat ion was

probab ly requ i red when quest i on s o f J ewi sh law arose .
B y th i s l eg i s l at ion th e j u st i ces o f th e J ews became
i n fact th e Officia l p rote ctors of Anglo-J ewry , and as
such the i r de fenders aga in st th e encroachmen t s o f the
ecc l es ia st ica l au thor i t ies . The j ust ices were

,
how

ever
,
at a l l t imes subord i nate to th e t reasure r and

ba rons o f th e E xchequer
,
bu t th ey were non e

th e less men o f importance , and incl uded among
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th e i r number a former t re asure r o f the E xcheque r
,

P e ter de Riva l l is , ch ie f j us t ice s such as S tephen
S egrave and Hugh B igod

,
roya l favour i te s , and othe r

i nfluen t i a l baron s . Concern ing th e dut ie s and p r iv i
l eges o f the P resby ter ]ua

’
azornm, th e ch i e f pre sbyte r , The P resby ter

but l i tt l e i s known . He was appo in ted by th e k ing , fif
‘

é
f

gi
’

éf
m

and fo r l i fe
,
and was chosen from among the mos t Presbyter

prominen t J ews in t he coun t ry .

1 Wh ethe r h e had
any sp ec ia l l e arned or theo l og ica l qua l ifi cat i o n s a s
h i s t i t l e suggests i s n o t known .

2

Among th e mos t impor tan t o f th e funct i on s o f th e
E xch equer o f th e J ews was th e arrangement o f a
con t i nual fl ow o f money from th e J ews to th e royal J ewish sources
t reasury . Four d ifferen t ch annel s were ava i l ab l e for
th i s flow . The roya l revenue der ived from th e J ews
came i n th e fo rm o f re l i e fs

,
es ch eat s

,
fines

, and tal
l ages . The fi rst named were success io n dut ie s, wh i ch
amounted, i n th e case o f J ews i n the th i r teenth cen tu ry ,
o n an ave rage to a th ird o f th e val ue of th e p rop erty
i nh e r i t ed . E scheats were e sta tes for fe i ted in conse

quence o f l ega l off ences c ommi tted by the i r owners .
By th i s means Charges o f r i tua l murder

,
co in-c l ip p ing ,

&c .
,
were rendered p rofi tab l e to th e c rown . Fi nes

th e te rm be ing used i n th e wi dest sen se—meant p ay
men t s o n a va r i e ty o f occas ions . They were l evi ed
on marr i age

,
and somet imes on re fu sal s to ma rry on

th e recove ry of a debt , and on th e open i ng o f p ro
ceedings fo r th e re covery o f a debt . Occas i onal l y th e
ki ng l ev ied fi nes o n both part i e s to a su i t , and deci ded
i n favour o f th e more l avi sh o f the su i to rs . The fou r th
and mos t r emune rat ive form of taxat io n was th e ta l The ta l lages .

l ages . These were arb i tra ry taxes , l ev i ed when ever

1 The firs t of th ese o f whom the re is any record wa s Jacob o f London,

Confi rmed in 1 199.

2 D r . H . Ad ler in the Ch ief Rabb is of England sugges ts t ha t th is
pe rsonage was in fact as we l l as in name P resby ter omn ium j udccoruni
Ang l ia , and exe rc ised func t ions ana logous to those of a Ch ief rabb i of
to-day.



E x tent of the
ta l lages .

Enfo rcemen t
o f payment .

54 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

the k i ng wa s i n need o f money . The ear l i es t occas ion s
on wh ich th e E ngl i sh J ews suffered th i s form o f
opp ress i on have been men t ioned . They became
gradua l ly more frequen t and more oppress ive . I t
must no t be though t , however , tha t th e k ing a lways
rece ived the who l e amoun t h e demanded . The de
mands were some times so exorbi tan t that i t was
imposs ibl e to comply with them . On oth er occas ion s
th e amoun t O f th e ta l l age was accepted in in sta lmen t s
spread over a number o f years . D r . C . Gross e st i
mates th at the average annua l in come der ived from
th i s so urce duri ng the cen tury preced ing th e Exp u l s ion
was between £5000 and In th e money of
th at day th i s was an enormous sum

,
and a t th e l owest

es t imate equal l ed a th i rteen th o f th e to ta l revenue of
the k ingdom . The tal l age was sometimes l ev i ed as a
po l l-tax

,
but more o ften co l l ec t i ve l y

,
th e assessmen t

o f i nd iv idual s be i ng arranged by th e Jewi sh com
mun i ty . The asse ssmen t was frequent ly en t rusted to
sp ec i al l y chosen J ews o f prom inence, who were pe r
sona l ly h e ld responsib le for th e co l l ect ion o f the i r
re spect ive amoun ts , and i n case o f d i stra in t th ey were
requ i red to ass i s t th e sh eriff s . By E dward 1 . Chr i s
t i ans , o ften the heads o f ne ighbouring re l ig i ous houses ,
were en t ru sted wi th th e co l l e c t i on

,
and a few weal thy

J ews named as su re t i es . An ever re ady mean s o f
o bta in ing the l as t ava i l abl e penny o f th e ta l lages was
a scrut iny of th e re cords o f the debts repos ing i n the
loca l regi st r i es

,
th e se i zure of a proport ion o f them

suffic ien t to sat i sfy the demands of th e Roya l Ex
ch equer

,
and th e en fo rcemen t o f p aymen t o f them .

I f th e amoun t o f the debt were in suffi c ien t , a furthe r
s tep was to impr i son th e w i fe and fami l y o f the Jew
on whom pres sure was to be brought

,
and even th e

J ew h imse l f ; whereupon h i s p roperty was so ld , and
th e p roceeds poured in to th e Exchequer . S o execs
s ive d id these exto rt ions become that th e J ews were
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n ised th e nece ss i ty fo r mo re effectua l l y prot ect ing the
J ews

,
and restor ing th e confidence that h ad been de

stroyed by th e even ts o f the p revious decade . H is
firs t act was in tended to flat ter the re l igi ous suscep

t ib i l i t ies of th e commun i ty by the appoin tmen t of a
Ch ie f p re sbyter

,
an office apparen t l y fi rst C rea ted at

th at t ime . J acob o f London
,
t he fi rst incumbent o f

the office
,
was gran ted by char te r ab so lu te freedom o f

movemen t and safe conduct th roughout th e k ingdom .

He was des c r ibed a s our roya l J ew
,
and removed from

a l l other j ur i sd i c t ion th an that o f th e k ing or h i s ch i ef
j u st i ce . In h i s safe conduct J ohn descr i bed J acob a s

our dear fr i end (di l ecta s et f a nzi l ia r zls nos ter ) , and

d i rec t ed tha t b e
,
h i s at tendan t s

,
and h i s p roperty

,

sh ou ld b e guarded a s i f th ey were th e k ing ’s .
Two year s la ter

,
in 1 20 1

,
a remarkabl e cha rte r o f

l iber t i es was gran ted to the J ews of Engl and and

Normandy . That o f H enry I .
,
wh ich had been con

firmed by Richard , had appa ren t ly on l y been gran ted
to certain ind ividual s . The new charter was extended
to the who l e o f the commun i ty . Al l th e o l d pr ivi l eges
—freedom of movemen t

,
r e l i e f from the ordinary cus

toms , to l l s, &c.

,
perm issi on to se t t l e in any par t o f

the k ingdom
,
th e gran t o f red re ss i f mo le sted

,
per

m iss ion to ho l d l ands in p ledge
,
to buy whatever was

offered
,
wi th th e two excep t ions ment ioned i n th e

p reviou s Ch arter ; to se l l th e i r p l edges a fte r keep ing
them the s t ipu la ted pe r i od

,
t o be tr i ed by th e i r peers

,

and to be sworn on th e P en tateu ch— were confirmed .

Moreover
,
th e h e i rs of a deceased J ew were a l l owed to

inher i t h i s proper ty on payment of the accustomed
fines . In di sputes concern ing money the J ewi sh
cred itor was requ i red on l y to p rove the cap i ta l , wh i le
i t res ted wi th the Chr i st ian debtor to d isp rove the
in terest C la imed . The J ews were exempted from a l l

j ur isd ic t ion , excep t ing that o f th e k ing and h i s loca l
governors. In th e cha rte r the king cal l ed upon al l
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h i s l oya l subj ec ts to protect th e J ews and th e i r r igh ts
wheneve r neces sary, and threatened w i th pena l t i e s
any who migh t i nvade those r igh ts . I n Cases o f d i s
p ute between a Chr i st ian and a Jew at l ea st two wi t
ne sses , one Chri st i an and one J ewi sh , were requ i red .

At th e same t ime
,
in a supp lemen ta ry Char te r

,
J ohn

a uthor i sed the J ews to h ave a l l d ifference s among
themse lve s , th at d i d not perta in to th e p l ea s o f the
crown

,
set t l ed by the i r own cou rts, according to

J ewi sh law . Mo reover
,
he undertook not to compe l

any J ew to gi ve evidence aga inst ano th er J ew . The
p r i ce the J ews o f England pa id for th ese Charter s was
fou r thousand marks

,
payabl e i n fou r ha l f-year l y in

sta lmen ts . S u ch excep t ion al favou rs had th e i r n atu ra l
c onsequences . Confidence was restored in Angl o
J ewry , and th e inflow of J ews from th e Cont inen t
resumed .

The favou r o f the king d id no t
,
however

,
make th en

n pro te

f

cts

J ews more popu lar wi th th e p eop le , and desp i te th e
str i c t in j un ct ion s l ai d down i n the i r Char te rs th e J ews
were by no means exempt from attack . I n conse

quence of su ch un toward even t s in London , the J ews
appeal ed to th e k ing fo r p ro tect ion in 1 204 . J ohn’s
act io n was not del ayed . H e immed iat e l y wrote to
th e mayor and barons o f London po i n t ing ou t tha t
“ h e Cou ld no t bu t wonder

,
s ince they wel l knew what

spec i al p ro tect ion h e h ad la te l y granted the J ews , th ey
shou ld so l i t t l e rega rd h i s p eace

,
a s to su ffer th em to

be evi l en t rea ted ; e spec ia l l y when oth er part s o f th e
Na t i on gave them no d isturbance . H e commanded
them to “ take parti cu l a r care how they were in j u red
fo r th e futu re i f any i l l h appened to th e J ews
through the i r conn i vance o r n egl e c t , th ey shou l d be
answerabl e fo r i t .
Fo r ten years

,
un t i l th e J ews fe l t a ssured of the i r John'

s a t t i tude
permanent p ro tect io n

,
J ohn cont i nued to tre at th em Changes“

wi th k i ndne ss
,
but then h i s at t i tude towa rds them
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began to change . The fi rst s ign s o f th e a l te red
c i rcumstances were th e arb i trary confiscat ion o f th e
p roperty o f indiv idua l J e ws and i ts p resen ta t i on to
th o se o f h i s favour i tes who happened to cove t i t . I t
seems tha t i t wa s on l y neces sary fo r one o f J ohn ’s
favou r i t e s to exp res s a des i re for some a rt ic l e o r e state
be longing to a J ew fo r h im to rece i ve i t . The fo l l ow
ing year

,
1 2 1 0

,
th e work o f harry ing th e J ews was

re sumed o n a gigan t i c sca l e . The who l e o f th e
J ewi sh popu lat ion o f both sexes was th rown into
pr i son

,
whi l e th e exten t o f th e i r weal th wa s inve s

t iga ted wi th a V i ew to i t s confiscat ion . The most
barbarous means were u sed to compe l th e J ew s to
d i sc lose the exten t o f the i r p roperty . P l ea s o f pover ty
were of no ava i l . S tow 1 says tha t most suffered th e
l oss o f an eye . An espec ia l l y terr ib l e ins tanc e o f
J ohn’s re l en t l e ss crue l ty was that o f a J ew of Br i sto l ,
whose property i t was con s i dered was suffic ien t to
j ust i fy the extort ion of the enormous sum o f ten
thousand marks of s i l ver . In rep l y to th e remon
strances that the sum exceeded h i s means , J oh n gave
i nstruct ions that a too th a day shou ld be extracted
unt i l th e amoun t was for thcoming . The J ew suffe red
th e l os s o f s even tee th

,
and th en having obta ined ,

e i the r from h i s own means o r with th e as s i st ance o f
fr iends

,
th e amoun t necessa ry to sa t i s fy h i s torture r

,

saved h is e igh th . The who le amoun t obta ined by
th i s who l esa l e ac t o f Oppress ion was s i x ty-s ix tho u
sand ma rks . I t s consequences were such as to
cause so large an emigrat ion o f J ews

,
tha t a genera l

expu l s ion has been attr i buted by some h isto r i ans to
th i s year .
The survivors obtained a resp i te o f fou r years

,
a t

th e end o f wh ich te rm
,
th e k ing be i ng once more in

1 He of cou rse wro te some centu ries a fte r these events , b u t as “
th e

mos t accura te and bus iness-l ike of Engl ish anna l is ts or ch ron icl e rs of the
S i x teenth centu ry, h i s ev i dence is of some va l ue .
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wan t o f money
,
p res su re was aga in brough t to bea r

upon th e J ews
,
some o f whom were commi tted to

p r i son unt i l p aymen t had been made . ’

A fu rth er
resp i te from th e Oppress ion o f th e k ing was i n te r
rupted by an at tac k by the barons

,
who were then

at war wi th the i r ru l e r . The J ewry o f London was London Jewry
sa cked

,
i t s t reasure s appropr i ated

,
i t s houses de $

3

,221m
mo l ished

,
and the i r mater i a l u sed for th e repa i r o f

th e wal l s o f th e c ity . From ano ther po i n t o f v i ew
Anglo-J ewry came i n to p rom inence i n th e same year

The Great Charte r wrung from John by h i s Jews and
insurgen t barons

,
i n add i t i on to tak ing no te o f a Mdn /za r /a

var ie ty of oth er mat ters con cern ing th e common weal
,

enacted th at dur ing th e mino r i ty o f h e i rs i nher i t ing
debts to th e J ews

,
no i n te re st shou ld accru e on th ose

debts ; and th at i f such debts became due to th e k ing
on ly th e amount s sta te d i n th e deeds sho u ld be
c l a imed . In th e even t of th e death o f a deb to r

,
h i s

w idow shou ld h ave he r dowe r
,
on wh ich no pa rt o f

any of h i s debt s shou ld be charged . I n s im i l ar
c i rcumstan ce s th e ch i ldren

,
i f m inors

,
shou l d re ce ive

f rom th e esta t e r easonab le amoun t s for the i r support
“ and the J ews’ debt shal l be pa i d ou t o f the re s i due .
These re ference s to J ews we re om it ted from sub se

quen t confirmat i ons .
The peace restored by Magna Charta was bu t
shor t-l i ved , and war soon broke ou t aga i n . I n th e
ho st i l i t i e s that en sued the S cotch were i nvo lved .

I nvad i ng Engl and
,
th e k ing of S co t l and was defeated

by J oh n and a n umbe r o f pr i soners t aken . These
we re treated wi th extreme crue l ty

,
and in th i s con

nect ion th e J ews we re u sed in a new capaci ty . S o

f r igh t fu l were the torture s th at J ohn wi shed infl icted
on h i s p r i soners

,
th at h i s ord inary free subj ec t s re fused

to take any par t in th e i r execu t ion . Den i ed th e
se rvi ce of h i s ord inary subj e cts

,
J o h n had recou rse to
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h is J ews
,
whom he compe l l e d to act as th e m in i ste r s

o f h i s barbarous des ign s . l
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CHAPTER VI I

PROTECTION AND PERS ECUT ION

( 1 2 1 6—1 24 1 )

THE death o f J oh n mean t to the J ews o f Eng land fi
we lcon

z

e

ano ther tu rn o f the whee l o f for tune . The un

para l l e l ed cru e l t i e s they had suffered under that ru l er
h ad impover i sh ed them and reduced the i r numbers
to such an exten t th at

,
compared wi th but a few

de cade s ear l i e r
,
they h ad sunk i nto insign ificance .

The s tat esman-l i ke rege nt W i l l i am Marsh a l l
,
E ar l

o f Pembroke , to whom th e governmen t o f th e
k ingdom was en tru sted dur i ng th e fir st year s o f
th e m inor i ty o f the ch i l d H en ry I I I . , regarded J ohn

's
p o l i cy towards the J ews dur i ng th e l a tte r part o f h i s
re i gn as h armfu l to th e wel fare o f th e stat e . A

more l i be ra l t reatmen t o f the J ews appeared to h im
to be more i n the i n t eres t s o f th e Commonweal th

,

and
,
re l y i ng o n th e precedent s furn i sh ed by th e

ear l ie r act s o f J ohn
,
P embroke de term ined once

agai n to encou rage a J ewi sh set t l emen t and to
secu re to th e J ews of E ngl and th e l i be r t i e s th ey
had p rev io u sly enj oyed . H is fi r st a ct i on was to
orde r th e immed i ate re l ea se o f a l l J ews to b e
fou nd i n th e p r i son s o f the coun try on th e acces
s i on of H enry

,
n o matte r wh at charges were pre

ferre d agains t them . The fo l l owing year , 1 2 1 7 , wri ts
were i ssued commanding th e sh er iffs and oth er royal
officers conce rned to choose twen ty-fou r bu rgesses
fo r every town in wh ich J ews dwel t

,
to watch ove r

them
,
so tha t th ey rece ived no i n j u ry

,
and e spec i al l y

to guard th em aga ins t i l l-t rea tmen t by crusade rs .
6x
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Moreover
,
th e sher i ffs were warned t hat th e J ews

we re not subj ect to th e j u r i sdict ion of th e ec c l e
siast ica l courts

,
or o f any o thers

,
excep t i ng tho se

esp ec ial l y appo i n ted by th e k ing . The charte r
gran ted by J oh n was confirmed

,
and those j ust i ces

o f the J ews who had shown themse l ves unworthy
of th e ir o ffice removed . To compl ete th e i r secu r i ty

,

so tha t no on e cou ld p l ead that h e had assau l ted a
J ew in i gno rance o f h i s race

,
i t was o rda in ed i n

1 2 1 8 that every J ew shou l d wear a badge
,
cons i st in g

o f two str ip s o f wh i te l inen or parchmen t, on a
prominen t part of h i s dress .
Th i s favourab l e treatmen t h ad i ts cu stomary effect .
Th e J ews aga in began to forge t the i r p ast suffe r ings,
o r perhap s

,
with th e op t im i sm th at h as been th e

ch i e f cause o f th e su rvi va l o f th e race th rough
unpara l l e l ed and apparen t l y end l ess suffe r ings and
oppress ion

,
to con s ider th at the past was a c losed

book
, and a new era h ad opened for th e J ews i n

E ngl and . A temporary d ispersa l o f t h e c l o uds
,
a

momentary r ay o f sunsh ine
,
was suffic i en t to at tract

th e J ews once more , and aga in the flow se t i n from
the Cont inen t to Engl and . But , al though th e c rown
was kind ly, th e p e0p 1e we re o th erwise d i sposed . A

new e l emen t had ar i sen i n the compo si te ho st i l i ty
of th e Engl i sh to th e J ews wi th i n the l ast decade s

,

and to th e o th e r reasons fo r hat red
,
wh ich th e E ngl i sh

p e0p1e found wh en the i r t houghts turned toward s
th e J ews

,
was added tha t o f commerc ia l j eal ousy

,

fe l t by th e c la ss o f Engl i sh merchan ts wh i ch had
come in to be ing since th e era o f th e Norman k ings .
Th i s na t i ona l an t i p athy to the J ews was reflec ted
in th e act ion o f th e wardens o f th e C inque Ports

,

who
,
se iz ing many fo re ign J ews on th e i r arr i va l in

Engl and
,
th rew them in to p r i son . The royal pro

tect ion
,
however

,
st i l l avai l ed

,
and so soo n as th e

k ing heard o f th i s t reatmen t , h e orde red th e re l ea se
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co lou r from th e i r own c loth s
,
or th e i r upper garmen t,

befo re th e i r b reast ; and tha t they be compe l l ed to
th i s by ecc l esi ast i cal censu re . And l e t them not
presume to enter in to any chu rch , no r fo r tha t end
l odge th e i r goods th e re . I f th ey do l e t th em be
corrected by the B ishop . In add i t ion to promu l

gat ing th i s decree
,
th e Archb i shop

,
toge the r wi th

the Bi shops o f Li nco ln and of N o rwich , pub l i sh ed
an in j unct ion proh i b it ing a l l Ch r i st i ans wi th in th e i r
d iocese s from having any i n tercourse whatsoever
wi th J ews

,
whom they pract i ca l l y p l aced under an

in terd i c t .1 The crown
,
however

,
was l i t t l e l i ke l y

to over l ook any such invas ion o f i t s autho r i ty , and

th e pub l i cat i on o f th e in j u nct ions was immed iate l y
fo l l owed by a royal p recep t d i sso lving them

,
and

d i rect ing the officers concerned to command a l l men

to se l l th e J ews food and other ne cessar ies under
th e p ain o f impr i sonmen t

,

“
any sp ir i tua l inh ib i t ion

notwi th s tanding .

”

The an t i-J ewi sh fee l ing that pervaded the ranks o f
the h igh er c l er i c s wa s

,
h owever

,
no t un iversa l in th e

E ngl i sh church ,

'for about th e ve ry da t e o f these o rd i
The Pr io r o f nances th e P r i or o f Dunstab l e gave perm iss ion to the
Dunsmb le ‘ J ews to resi de wi th in h i s l o rd sh i p and to enj oy a l l th e

p r iv i l eges o f i t , in cons i dera t ion o f th e annua l pay
men t o f two s i l ver spoons , each o f wh i ch was to
we igh twe lve pennywe igh t .
To th e same per io d before the ord inances o f Lang

ton al so be longs th e in ter feren ce o f the papa l l ega te
Pandu l f, Bi shop o f N orwi ch , with th e affa irs of th e
J ews . In a p eremptory l e t te r t o P ete r de s Ro ch es
and Huber t d e Burgh , the guard ians of th e realm ,

he
comp la ined th at th e we l l-founded comp l ain t s o f the
Ch r i st i an s aga i ns t th e J ews were becom ing unbea r

1 Th i s ou tbu rs t o f eccles ias t ica l ant i-Jewish fee l ing may poss ib ly b e
t raced t o the then recen t scanda l caused by the ado pt ion o f J uda ism b y
a deacon ,

for love o f a Jewess , and the exp ia t ion of his o ffence a t the

S tak e .
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abl e , and th at the extort ion , oppress ion , and usury
o f th e perfidious pe0p 1e , no tw i th stand ing th e decree
o f th e Lateran Counc i l

,
had reduced the pe0p 1e to

a cond i t i o n o f exh aus t ion . E spec i a l l y h ad h i s dear
son s, th e abbo t and monks o f Westm inster, been
harr ied by one I saac o f Norwi ch , on ac coun t of
money they had borrowed from h im

,
and h e de

manded that a l l p ro ceed ings i n the case shou ld be
stayed u n t i l h e h imse l f was at l i berty to at tend the
Court

,
and con su l t how th e evi l p ract i c es o f wh ich

h e comp l a ined cou ld be p reven ted , and the obj ect i on
ab l e e l emen t removed from the k ingdom .

Th i s I saac of Norw ich (d ied 5 . 1 247 ) wa s one o f th e I saac of
r i ch e st E ngl i shmen o f th e day . In add i t i on to h is NorW’Ch ‘

pure l y financ ia l t ransact ions
,
he was a l so a great

merchan t
,
and owned a quay at Norwi ch for th e con

venience o f h i s vesse l s . I saa c was on e of the J ews
who suff e red imp r i sonment by J oh n i n 1 2 1 0

,
and abou t

th e same t ime h i s h ou se i n London was se ized by th e
ki ng

,
and a fterwards p resen ted to th e Ea rl o f D erby .

S o l ong as H ubert de Burgh , th e E ar l o f Pem Renewa l of
broke’s successo r, remai ned i n power , th e lo t o f the p

ersecutm '

J ews remain ed on th e whol e bearabl e
,
bu t with the

fa l l o f th at m in i ster and th e beginn ing o f th e re ign
of worth l ess cou rt favour i tes , th e e ra of persecu
t ion recommenced . A moderate ta l l age o f 4000
marks was l evi ed on the J ews i n 1 226, and fo l l owed
by anoth er of 6000

,
paymen t o f wh i ch was de l ayed

u nt i l 1 230 . Between 1 23 2, th e year o f th e b e

ginn ing o f the ascendency o f P ete r de s Roches
,

and 1 234, two ta l l ages , amoun t ing to a tota l o f
ma rks , were e nfo rced . Not al l of th i s sum

,

however
,
wen t in to th e coffer s o f th e k ing , nor did

th i s repre sen t th e tota l o f the exto r t ion s th e J ews
su ffere d dur ing th i s per i od . To the o th er trouble s
to wh i ch th e J ews were subj ect was added tha t of
co rrupt and oppress ive offi c ial s , and before th e officers

E
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of the J ewi sh Exchequer were d i smissed in 1 234 th ey
had managed to enr i ch t hemse l ves at th e expen se o f
th ose whom i t was thei r du ty to p rotect . The year
1 23 2 was al so the occas io n o f a new form of Oppres
s ion . Al though th e J ews o f England had h i th er to
suffered a va r i ety o f t ormen ts

,
i t appea r s that unt i l

th is year th e due observance of th e i r re l ig ion had met
wi th no i n te r feren ce . The favourabl e c i r cumstances

,

in wh ich th e J ews found themse lves in th e ear l i er
years o f H enry ’s re ign

,
had encou raged them to ere ct

a magn ificen t and sta te l y house o f worsh i p
,
to take

th e p l ace o f o r to supp l emen t tho se a l ready i n ex ist
ence in London . I t s e rect io n h ad con t inued wi thou t
i n te rrupt ion

,
and on i t s comp l e t ion th e genera l pOpu

la t i o n
,
envi o u s o f i t s magn i fi cence

,
pet i t ion ed the k ing

for i t s confi scat ion . Th e prayer was gran ted
,
and th e

ed i fice
,
togethe r wi th i t s su rround ing bu i l d ings

,
was

consecrated to th e Vi rgin ,
and given to th e Breth ren

of S t . An th ony o f Vi en na , whence i t was known as S t .
Anthony ’s Hospi tal . The h i sto ry ofAnglo-J ewry from
th is date becomes a l ong cata l ogue o f va ry ing fo rm s
o f perse cu t ion .

O f al l th e el ements i n th e popu lat i on whose po l i cy
ran con trary to th e in terests o f th e J ews

,
th e towns

were perhaps the most impor tan t . The burgesses had
,

by e ffort s spread over a l ong per i o d and general l y by
cons iderab l e p aymen ts , gradual l y a cqu i red a cer ta in
amount of au tonomy and o f freedom from the in ter
ference o f the crown . The in troduct i on i n to the i r
m idst o f th e J ews, an e l emen t ou ts ide the i r l ocal
l aws

,
and di rect l y u nder the con tro l o f th e k ing and

h i s o fficers
,
immed i ate ly d im in i shed th e value o f the i r

dear l y won pr iv i l eges, and th reatened the towns fo l k
wi th a revers ion to th e cond i t ion from wh ich th ey
h ad freed themse lves . Al though the king’s o fficers
had in the ord inary course no j ur i sd i ct i on wi th in th e
l imi t s of the borough

,
th ey were free to en te r i t wh en
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eve r i nvi ted by the J ews to ass i st i n th e co l l ec t ion o f
th e i r debt s. Wh en th e debts fe l l i n t o the k ing’s h ands ,
h i s officers as a mat te r o f cou rse pene trated in to th e
towns fo r the i r co l l e c t i on . When th e J ews were i n
need of p rotec t i on aga in st th e vio l en ce o f t h e towns
fo l k

,
i t was i n th e Roya l Cas t l e t h at th ey took re fuge ,

or th e k ing’s sh er iff wi t h h i s fo l l owing who came to
the i r defence . Moreover

,
on many occasion s th e k ing

bl un t ly in t imated to th e burge sses tha t they would be
h e l d person a l l y responsi bl e fo r any harm th at m igh t
be fa l l th e J ews set t l e d ih

'

th e i r m idst . These precau
t i on s were i n creas i ngly found necessary

,
fo r at tacks

on th e J ews became more and more frequen t as the
th ir teen th cen tury progress ed .

The towns
,
howeve r

,
found anoth e r method than

th at o f brute for ce o f re l i evi ng th emse lves o f what
they cons idered th e u nde si rab l e burden o f th e J ews .
I n th e same manner a s th ey had obta ined th e i r
charte rs , th ey found th ey cou ld exc l ude th e J ews
from th e i r m ids t . I n th e des i re fo r th e rest r i c t ion
o f th e J ewi sh r igh t s of re s iden ce th e king found a
st i l l fu rth e r source o f income

,
and th e J ewi sh prob lem

was so lved
,
so far as many o f the E ngl i sh town s

we re con ce rned , by removal o f J ews from wi th i n
th e i r boundar i e s . As has a l r eady been men t ioned

,

on the morrow o f th e murderous ou tbreak at Bury The r igh ts of
S t . E dmunds i n 1 1 90, th e J ews were exc l uded from
th a t town . For ty-one year s l ater S imon de Mon t
fo r t made a s im i l a r gran t to th e bu rgesse s o f Lei ceste r

.

These p receden ts were fo l l owed at N ewcastl e i n 1 234 ;
Wycombe

,
1 235 ; S ou thamp ton , 1 236 ; Berkhampstead ,

1 242 ; N ewbury , 1 244 , and D e rby i n 1 263 . Before th e
l ast-ment io ned date

,
organ i sed re str i c t i on h ad become

th e gene ra l po l i cy of the S tate . I n 1 25 3 a decree was
i ssued l im i t ing the J ews, excep t i n th e case o f spe c ia l
p ersona l l i ce nse s

,
to th e town s in wh ich they were

then set t l ed . B y th is genera l measure th e fu r th er
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expan s ion o f Anglo-J ewry was p roh ibi ted, and , by th e
var i ou s l ocal measu re s a l ready enumerated , th e ex i st
ing l im i t s were be ing cont inual l y narrowed . Dur ing
th e last two gene rat ions o f th e i r sett l emen t in th e
coun t ry

,
th e l im i t s o f J ewi sh sett l emen t were gradu

a l l y st i l l fu rth er restr i cted . The remova l o f the corrup t
officia ls in 1 23 2 gave th e J ews no resp ite from over
whe lm ing taxa t i on . As has been men t ion ed

,
between

1 23 2 and 1 234 th ey were taxed at marks . Two
years l ater a s imi l ar amoun t was l evied . I n 1 23 7
th ere was aga i n a t al l age . In 1 239 th e J ews were
forced to surrender a th i rd of th e i r property . In 1 24 1

marks were ra i sed . Th re e yea rs l ater th e J ews
had to p roduce a s im i l a r amoun t

,
and i n th e fo l l owing

year th e stup endou s tax o f marks was l ev ied .

I n 1 246 th e cont r i bu t ion was marks ; i n 1 247 ,

5 5 25 marks, an d i n 1 249 aga i n I n 1 250 a
grea t p art o f th e property o f th e J ews was se ized . I n
1 25 1 th ey pa id 5000 marks of s i l ver and forty of go ld .

The fo l l owing year 3500 marks were l ev i ed on them .

I n J u ly 1 25 3 th e J ews gave the k ing 5000 marks i n
order that th ey m igh t be exempt f rom further ta l l age
unt i l th e fo l lowing E aster . I n 1 259 th ey pa id 5000
marks . I n 1 269 they agreed to pay J£1 000 a year
fo r th e th ree fo l l ow ing years . The moment that te rm
h ad exp i red th ey were forced to ra i se th e sum of 6000
marks . O f a l l th ese tal l age s th ere ar e ex ist i ng re cords .
I t is p robabl e th at th ere were s t i l l o th ers whose reco rds
h ave been lost . Contemporary with these exact ion s
was th e rest r ict ion o f the J ewi sh r igh ts o f res idence .
At th e same t ime th ere was runn ing a new se r ies o f
a l l eged r i tua l offe nce s . I n 1 230, so i t was sta t ed, th e
J ews of Norwi ch abducted a ch i ld o f five

, Odard, the
son o f Bened ic t the phys i c ian

,
apparent ly a converted

J ew
,

1
and c i rcumc ised h im . The boy escaped

,
and

1 So Mr. Rye suggests w i th the suppor t of probabi l i ty.
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fi na l l y reached h i s fr i end s
,
from whom the J ews de

manded h im on the ground tha t he was one of th em .

The Ch r i s t ian s
,
however

,
re fused to surrende r th e

ch i l d
,
and th e J ews h ad to res t con tented wi th warn

i ng th e woman in whose care Odard was p l aced no t t o
g ive h im p ig's fle sh as h e was a J ew

,
and i n r eport i ng

to the Cons tabl e o f N orwich
,
th e roya l officer

,
th at th e

Chr i st i an s h ad taken away tkez
'

r J ew. Noth ing fur ther
i s reported to have h appened for fou r years

,
and then

Bened i c t
,
th e father o f th e boy , p robab l y urged by

th e c l ergy , p refer red an ind i ctmen t aga inst th i r teen
o f th e l ead i ng J ews of No rwi ch fo r th e a l l eged assau l t .
O f th e th i r teen, t en an swe red the summon s and were
th rown i n to p r i son . The case was hea rd before th e
l oca l j us t ices

,
twel ve o f th e accused were fo und gu i l ty

and furth er act ion re ferre d to th e k ing . Meanwh i l e
the She r i ff o f Norfo l k and S uffo l k was enj o i ned to
proc la im th at no Chr i st i an woman was permi tted to
e n te r th e servi c e o f a J ew . The pr i so ner s we re sen t The case
to London

,
and t r i ed aga in before th e k ing , th e Arch

‘

gggfiggfi
ed

b i shop of Can te rbury
,
and many of the b i shop s and

barons o f E ngl and . I t was th en dec ided tha t a s such
an off e n ce was wi th ou t preceden t

,
and was a matte r

that p r imar i l y concerned the Church
,
th e case shou l d

be re ferred to th e ecc l e s i a st i ca l auth or i t i es .
Th is dec i s i on rendered the p l igh t o f the i ncr im inated
J ews st i l l worse . I n th e ord in ary c iv i l court s t he i r
chance o f obta in i ng j u st i ce was s l igh t . Before an

ecc l es ias t i ca l tr i buna l
,
wi th th e Chu rch i tse l f as the i r

accuser
,
th e ve rd i c t was a fo regon e concl u s io n . I n

th i s extrem i ty th e i r on ly cou rse was to de lay the bear
ing, and to try to induce th e k ing to refe r th e matter
to th e cou rt p rovided under th e charter o f th e J ews .
By a su cces s ion o f money presen t s th i s was effected .

Fo r fou r years aga in th e case sl umbered
,
and th en th e

k ing
,
desp i t e h i s p rev iou s dec i s i on

,
and h i s accep tance

o f a fu r th er br ibe , d irected th e loca l j u st i ce s to t ry th e
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accused i n th e ir own way . The exact date and re su l t
o f the tr ia l are unknown , but i n 1 24 1 some at l east o f
th e pr ison ers were h anged

,
afte r having been dragged

to th e gal lows at th e ta i l s o f ho rses
,
and one

,
having

fled the country, was ou t lawed . In th e mids t o f th e
Odard affa i r a t N o rwi ch

,
th e J ews of W incheste r

suffered persecut io n o n accoun t o f an a l l eged r i t ua l
murder in th at c i ty i n 1 23 2 .
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cou ld hard ly have been rendered wor se—expatr ia t i on
,

more th an once arden t l y demanded
,
was recogn i sed

a s pre fe rabl e to the con t inuan ce of th e ex is t i ng con
d i t ion— th e e l ected rep resentat ives o f the J ews o f

esi z
a

e

i

s

s

jyr
a i E ngl and repa i red to Worce ster on th e day appoin ted

for th e i r gath ering to con su l t c oncern ing the i r own
benefi t as we l l a s th e k ing 's . The gl immer o f hop e
was, h owever, of bu t shor t durat ion . I mmed ia te ly on
th e i r assemb y th e represen tat ive s of th e J ews were
to ld they h ad been cal l ed toge th e r to l ea rn tha t
th ey were requ i red to rai se marks from
among the i r p eop l e , and th a t th e k ing wou ld ho ld
those present re spons ib l e i n the i r per son s and the i r
p rope rt ie s for the ra is ing o f the amoun t w i th i n a

s t ip u l ated t ime . The P ar l i amen t o f the J ews was in
fac t on l y cal l ed toge ther to c on su l t a s to th e best
method of tax i ng th e i r con st i tuen t s fo r the benefi t
o f the king . Desp ite th e i r efforts the appo in ted
co l l e ctors were unab le to obta in th e who l e o f th e
amount requ i red by the t ime appo in ted, and th e
k ing , i n accordance wi th h i s word , had th e co l l ectors ,
the i r wives , ch i l dren , and p roperty se ized i n sa t isfac

t i on o f h i s demands . Two year s la te r, by mean s o f
a charge o f fo rgery brough t aga i n st the ex-Ch ie f
P resbyter , Aa ron o f York, th e k ing was enab l ed to
force th e enormous amount of marks from
th at un fortunate ecc les i ast i c .
The Ch ief P re sbyte r Aaron was “ defrauded

,
as

Matth ew P ar i s pu ts i t , in 1 243 . The fo l l owing year
th e d i scovery o f an al l eged case o f r i tua l murder i n
London gave th e king a new excuse , i f one were
needed

,
fo r Opp ress i on and exto rt ion . The body o f

a ch i l d was exhumed
,
and found to bear strange

marks . I t be ing suspected that the marks amoun ted
to an i n scr i pt i on in Hebrew, cer ta in conve rted J ews
were sen t fo r

,
and under th reats and pena l t i e s ordered

to dec ipher th em . Desp i te these out s ide influences
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used to ass i s t i n a so l u t i o n
,
one was reached wi th

great d iffi cu l ty . The dec i phe re rs , wi th the ass i s tan ce
o f othe rs , admit ted that most o f th e s ign s were un

in t e l l i g ibl e . W i th persuas ion
,
however

,
th ey managed

to d iscove r the names o f the ch i l d’s paren t s and a
sta temen t to the effe ct th at h e had been so l d to the
J ews . At an age at wh i ch th e l aws o f evidence
were l i t t l e cons ide red

,
and i n the creat ion o f martyrs

and mi rac le s the end i nvar iab ly j ust ified the mean s
,

martyrs and sa i n t s we re p l en t i fu l . I t i s doubt fu l ,
howeve r, whe the r any martyrdom was based on
more s l ender foundat i o n th an those o f th i s ch i ld .

H i s sanc t i ty be ing p roved by th e marks o n h i s
body

,
th at body was the reu pon c l aimed by th e

canon s o f th e cath edra l , who bur i ed i t near th e
h igh a l tar . Th is was th e ex cuse fo r a ta l lage o f

marks . The same year, 1 244, th e baron s, The b arons
anxiou s st i l l fu r th e r to l im i t th e k ing’s power and ° b tam thw gh t

to nom ina te
to i ncrease h i s dependence upon them ,

acqu i red Pne o f t he

th e r igh t to nominate one of th e j u st ice s o f the 3123
1

5

06 5 cu be

J ews
,
and thu s to become bette r acquain ted w i th

the roya l resou rce s w ith the vi ew st i l l fu rth e r to
con t rol th em .

The d ifficu l t i es th at th e baronage , e sp ec ia l ly the
l e sser baron s

,
at t r i bu ted to the act ivi ty o f th e J ews

we re obv iou s . I t was among them that the bu l k
o f th e debto rs o f th e J ews were to be found

,
and

al th ough i t was o ften th rough the i r inst r umen ta l i ty
a l on e that th e baron s were e nab l ed to p erfo rm th e ir
d ut ie s t o the i r Ove r l o rds , gr ievances remai n i n th e
memory l ong after benefit s a re forgotten . The baron s
were no t a l l owed to forge t the i r i ndebtedness t o th e
J ews

,
and so l ong as tha t cond i t io n subs i sted th ey

d id not fa i l to h arbou r fe e l i ngs o f an imos i ty . The
trans fer o f the i r debts to th e c rown tended to make
th i s h ost i l i ty a l l th e mo re i n tense . For eve ry a c t o f
harshness o n th e part o f th e roya l cred i tor

,
t he J ew
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was made the scapegoat . The co l l ection o f eve ry
de b t was a further i tem in th e score tha t was gradual ly
l engthen ing a s i t awa i ted the day o f reckon ing . The
p ract ice that had grown up o f t rans fe rr ing the se cur i ty

(o ften the l ands) fo r th e l oan s of th e m inor barons
to the i r ove rl o rds , from whom afterwards th e debto rs
h ad great d i fficul ty in recover i ng th e i r p l edges, re

The oppress ion acted in a s t i l l deeper fee l ing o f host i l i ty to the J ews .
0mm ba rons” Whenever Opportu ni t i es occurred

,
and th e C iv i l

War of th e th i rteen th cen tury fu rn i shed seve ra l ,
th e baron s vented th e i r l ong—s to red fee l ings o f
vengeance on th e J ews . Throughout th e re ign of
Henry I I I ., J ewry after J ewry was sacked and i t s
i nhab i tan t s s l ain . Sheer love of murder and destruc
t i on was however no t the so le mot ive . Ca re was
taken to approp r iate a l l th e p roper ty eas i l y movabl e

,

and
,
when occas i on offe red

,
th e reg i st r i es o f J ewi sh

debts were sacked and th e records o f th e indebted
ness of the barons destroyed . I t i s imposs ib l e

,

” says
a chron i c l e r

,
i n d escri b ing one o f th ese a t tacks

,

“ to
e st imate th e l oss i t c aused to th e k ing’s exch equer .
On the par t o f th e minor barons

,
th e ant i-J ewi sh

fee l ing was almost en t i re l y due to economi c causes .
On th e grea t nob l e s o f the coun t ry

,
men of great

wea l th
,
th ese had l i tt l e i f any eff ec t . Yet

,
by th e

mi ddl e o f the th i r te enth cen tury
,
th ere was p ract i ca l

un i formi ty on the subj ect th roughou t a l l ranks o f th e
nob i l i ty . The great s truggle between th e baronage
and the crown had by then commenced , and i t was
speedi l y recogn i sed th at among the weapons o f th e
k ing the J ew was by no means th e l eas t u se fu l .
The eas i es t method fo r th e barons to adop t

,
to br i ng

p re ssu re to bear upon the king
,
was to wi thho ld

supp l i e s from h im ; bu t so l ong as reven ue cou l d be
wrung from th e wretched J ews

,
th i s method o f br ing

ing p ressure to bear p roved insuffi c i en t . That th e
k ing understood we l l how val uabl e a weapon th e
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J ews we re in th e st ruggle i n wh ich he was engaged ,
i s sh own by the con t i nua l o pp re ss ive exac t ions to
wh i ch th e J ews were subj ect th roughou t th e second
decade o f the th i r teen th century . Between 1 230 and
1 25 5 , on seven d ifferen t occas ion s , th e k ing swooped
down upon h i s J ews . At fi rs t h e was con ten ted wi th
but a th i rd o f the i r property . But l ’

appet z
’

t w
’

em‘
en

ma rzg eant , and a fter the th i rd ta l l age th e roya l office rs
were inst ructed to wr ing the l a s t poss i b l e p enny from
thei r unfo rtunate v i c t ims . The k ing was no t al o ne
i n l e arn ing th e val ue o f th e J ews i n th e st ruggl e . The
barons p l a in ly saw th at

,
to succeed i n the i r obj ect,

th ey must con tro l or abo l i sh th e sou rce o f revenue
th e crown enj oyed i n the J ews

,
and thus i t was that

by 1 244 th ey had exacted from th e k ing th e r igh t to
appo i n t one o f th e j u st ices o f th e

.

J ews
,
so as to get

acqua in ted wi th th e exten t o f th e J ewi sh r esources
,

and to obta in some vo i ce i n the i r d i sposal .
The tax of 1 245 was l ev i ed u nder th e th rea t tha I Tm-ea ts of
de fau l te rs wou ld be ban i sh ed to I re land

,
a pun i sh Pgfiifljfgz

m

ment one of th e most seve re that coul d be imposed
on any subj ec t o f th e k ing . To safeguard at l eas t
th e i r wive s and ch i ldren f rom the poss ibi l i ty o f such
a terr i b l e fate

,
many o f th e J ews secret ly r emoved

thei r dep endan t s and h id them . Th is ac t ion was
immediate l y fo l l owed by a roya l p roc lamat i on to the
e ffe c t th at th e removal

,
with in a year

,
of any wi fe o r

ch i l d o f a J ew from her or h i s accustomed abode
,

wou ld be the signa l fo r th e ou tl awry o f th e who l e
fam i l y

,
a nd th e se i zu re o f th e who l e o f th e i r propertv

for th e king’s u se . Thu s were al l mean s o f e scape
f rom the k ing ’s ru th l ess barbar i ty c l osed . At th e
same t ime ind iv idua l J ews were compe l l ed to con

t r ibute toward s th e in te rna l decorat ion o f West
m inster Abbey

,
th en i n the proce ss o f r ebu i l d ing .

U nder the year 1 250 a remarkab l e s tory i s to l d o f
one Abraham o f Berkh amp stead , who , obta i n ing an
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image o f th e Vi rg in Mary
,
subm i tted i t t o con s ider

ab l e ind ign i ty
,
and fo rced h is wi fe F lo ra to do l i ke

wi se . The l atte r
,
however

,
afte r a t ime repented

,
and

,

al though sh e was a very beau t i fu l wi fe and fa ith fu l
to h im

,

" h e d id no t hes i tate to ki l l he r on account o f
her d i sobed ience . The story got abroad . Abraham
was ar rested and sen t enced to perpetua l impr i son
men t . At th e in te rcess ion o f E ar l R ichard o f Corn
wa l l

,
to whom Abrah am was

“ very cl ear ,
” th e conv ic t

was re l eased from pr i son on paymen t o f seven hun
dred marks . Wh i l e , however , Abraham was st i l l in
p r i son , i t appea rs h e was denounced by h i s co

re l ig ion i st s a s gu i l ty o f o ther o ffences, especial l y o f
co in-c l ipp ing . E ar l Richard , however , wou ld no t
withdraw h i s p ro tect ion , in th e presence o f wh i ch
but l i t t l e to the harm of Abraham cou ld be e ffec ted ;
and the l a tte r in de fending h imse l f from th e new
charge

,
not on ly den ied i t

,
bu t expressed h is ab i l i ty

to p rove a l l th e J ews of E ngland to be “ most wicked
t ra i tors . Abraham was re l eased from pr i son , and
short l y afterwards

,
perhaps i n consequence of h i s

d i sc l osures o r i nvent i ons
,
a ve ry st r ict i n qu i s i t ion

was made i n to al l th e propert ie s o f th e J ews o f E ng
l and . I n th i s i nqu i s i t i o n an unp leasan t notor iety was
obta ined by a renegade Jew,

who rendered the
inqu isi t i on s t i l l h arsh er than i t need have been by
th rea ten i ng th e person s who made the inventor i e s,
th at h e woul d compla i n o f th em to th e k ing fo r
be ing too mi l d and part ia l ; assu r ing them , th at i f
never so str ict an est imate were made of the i r r i ch e s

,

i t wou ld fa l l short o f t ru th—so many arts
,
h e sa i d

,

they h ad to d i sgu i se and concea l them . H i s vindio
t iveness was so i ntense tha t many Chr i st ians, we are
to ld

,
l amen ted and gri eved at the affl i ct i on o f th e

J ews .
Harr i ed and Oppre ssed

,
tortured

,
to rmen ted

,
fined

,

pl undered
,
mut i l ated , massacred, struck no t on l y i n
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th e i r own persons, bu t a l so i n those o f th e i r l oved
ones

,
th e l im i t was at l ength reached wi th th ese

ch i l dre n o f endurance , whom h istory has h ardened
on th e anvi l o f persecu t ion and i n th e fi re o f re l en t
l ess and appare nt l y end l ess oppress ion . Broken i n
sp i r i t by th e tyran ts o f cen tu r i e s

,
at l ength i n England

they bo ld l y faced the i r p e rsecu tors . The k ing, once
agai n fa i l i ng to ra ise money by l egi t imate means

,

tu rned to t he J ews to wr i ng from them the i r l ast
p ence . Th i s proj ected l evy h e en t rust ed to h i s
broth er

,
E ar l R i chard , who i n h i s endeavou rs was

met by a depu tat ion o f th e oppressed , wi th the Ch ie f The appea l of
P r e sbyte r E l ia s a t th e i r head . The E ar l was to ld : O éj

’

ifs
f p remyter

nobl e Lords
,
we see undoubted ly tha t ou r Lord th e

K ing pu rpose th to destroy us from unde r h eaven .

We en treat
,
for God’s sake , th at h e woul d g ive u s

l i cen se and safe conduct o f depart ing ou t o f h i s
K i ngdom

,
that we may seek and find a man sion i n

some oth er p lace, under some Pr i nce who bears
some bowe l s of m ercy, and some stab i l i ty o f t ru th
and fa i th fu l ne ss . And we wi l l depart ; never to re turn
aga in , l eav ing here ou r househo ld stuff, and houses
beh i nd u s . How can he l ove or spare us

,
miserab l e

J ews
,
who destroys h i s own natu ra l E ngl i sh ? He

hath peop l e , yea h i s own merchan ts , I say no t
usurers , who by usu r i ous contracts , h eap up infin i te
h eaps o f money . Let th e K ing re l y upon th em

,
and

gape a fter the i r emo l ument s . Veri ly th ey have sup
p lan ted and impover ish ed us . Wh ich th e K ing how
soeve r d i s semb les to know, exact ing from u s tho se
th i ngs we cannot g ive h im

,
a l though he wou ld pu l l

ou t ou r eye s
,
o r cut ou r th roats

,
when h e had fi rst

pu l l ed o ff ou r sk in s . " 1

E ar l R i ch ard wh o , compared wi th o th er s tatesmen
of the day , was cons idered wel l d i sposed towards th e
J ews, poin ted ou t i n rep l y that th e i r request to be

1 Prynne
’

s Trans lat ion ofMa t thew Paris.
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al lowed to dep art co u l d no t be gran ted
,
i nasmuch

as th e k ing of Fran ce had but recent l y issued an
ed ic t aga ins t h i s J ews, and no o the r Chr i st ian state
wou l d rece ive them . For the p resent th e k i ng wou ld
accep t as much money as th ey cou l d produce . The
fo l lowing year a s imi lar demand for money was made

,

and again l eave to depar t was craved . Al l , how
ever

,
th e J ews coul d get i n repl y was an impass ioned

dec larat ion by the k ing of h is fi nanc i al necess i t i e s ;
and s ince i t se emed imposs ib l e fo r h im to wr ing any
th ing more from h i s wre tch ed J ews

,
h e so ld them fo r

£5000 fo r a term o f year s to h i s broth er Ri ch ard
,

to whom abso l u te contro l over them was ass igned .

Under Ri chard th e J ews found some t emporary
resp i te , for h e recogn ised the pove rty to wh i ch th ey
h ad been reduced by the gr ind ing exact i ons o f h i s
royal brothe r .
The ch i e f P resby ter , E l i as o f London ,

otherw ise
E l i as l e Evesk

,
he l d office fo r twen ty years un t i l 1 25 7 .

He was on e of th e rep re sen ta t ives in th e Par l i amen t o f
th e J ews , and on a subsequen t o ccas i on was the v i ct im
o f royal exac t ion s to th e exten t o f

J£1 0,000, i n add i t ion
to

J£1 00 a year fo r a per iod of fou r years . I n 1 25 5 he
was impr i so ned as a surety fo r a tal l age l ev ied on th e
J ews, and two years l a ter was deposed , and succeeded
by h i s brother H agin . I n 1 259 h e i s sa id to have
adop ted Ch ri s t i an i ty

,
and to have con fe ssed to having

po i son ed wel l s . Wh atever t ru th there may be in th i s
a l l eged convers i on , seven yea rs la te r

,
in 1 266

,
E l i a s

was again accep ted in London as a J ew, and gran ted
fi fty pounds compensat io n fo r l o sses susta i ned by h im
in th e Barons’ Wars . I n 1 277 he was one o f the few
J ews to wh om pe rm iss ion was gran ted to t rade as
merchan ts withou t en t er ing any of the Gi ld s . He
was a l so ski l l ed as a phys i c i an , and re ce ived pe rmi s
s i on i n 1 280 to go abroad in o rder to at tend to J ean
d

’

Are snes, Count o f H a inau l t . At the t ime o f th e



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


CHAPTER IX

LITTLE ST. HUGH OF LINCOLN

( 1 2 5 3—1 268 )

THE Roya l O rd i nance o f 1 25 3 , by refu s ing to the
J ews al l r igh t s o f terr i tor ia l exp ans ion, and by
severe l y l im i t ing th e i r freedom o f movemen t

,
c reated

that wh i ch amoun ted p ract i ca l l y to a Pa l e o f S ett l e
men t . The ord inance opened wi th a th reat th at no
J ew shou l d remai n i n th e coun t ry wi thout do i ng the
k ing some serv i ce . The synagogue accommodat ion
under King J oh n was l aid down as the fu rthes t l im i t
t o wh ich such accommodat i on shou l d be al l owed to
extend

,
and the J ews we re forb idden to erect any

new houses o f worsh ip excep t in p l ace o f those
s tand i ng at th e t ime o f J oh n . I n th e synagogue s
perm i tted

,
serv i ce was to be conducted i n l ow

tones, so that there sh ou ld be no danger o f annoy
ance to Chri st ian ne ighbours or passers-b y. No
Chri st ian s were to attend these serv i ces . E very J ew
was made an swerabl e to the rector of h i s p ari sh
fo r a l l paroch i a l dues cha rgeab l e on h i s house .
Chr i st ians were fo rb idden to serve J ews in any capa
c i ty, to eat o r stay wi th th em . J ews were p roh i b i ted
from eat i ng or buy i ng flesh dur ing Len t

,
and from

d i sput ing concern ing Chr i st i an Observan ce s . A J ew
shou ld not ent er a chu rch or chape l excep t qu i ck ly
to p ass through . N or shoul d any J ew deter another
anxious to embrace Chr i st i an i ty . The pena l ty fo r
t ransgre ss ing any o f the art i c l es o f th i s ord inance
was fo r fe i tu re of p rope rty . Th i s l egi s l at i on was
prac t i ca l l y an adop t ion o f the ant i-J ewish decrees

80
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o f th e P rovi nc ia l S ynod o f 1 22 2
,
ignored at th e

t ime by th e c ivi l power, th en mo re sympathe t i ca l l y
d i sposed towards th e J ews .
In 1 255 th e Blood Accusat i on u nderwen t a rev ival , L i t t le
wh i ch

,
i n i t s co nsequences to J ewry

,
proved th e most S" Hugh ‘

t err i b l e Of a l l th e o rdeal s o f th at n ature th rough
wh ich Angl o-J ewry passed . The popu l ar s tory o f
th e martyrdom of Li tt l e S t . Hugh o f Li n co l n touch ed
th e p eop l e ’s m i nds so c l o se l y th at i t en te red deep ly
in to th e fo l k-songs o f th e n at io n . The ba l l ad s o f
the E ngl i sh and S co tch s ing o ften o f th e ch i l d
mar ty r

,
whose story was al so rep roduced i n N o rman

French song . On e o f Ch auce r’s “ Can t e rbury Tal es
,

”

moreover
,
dea l s wi th th e ep isode . Th e s tory

,
as to l d

by Matth ew P ar i s,1 i s a s fo l l ows :DTh e J ews o fLi nco l n sto l e a boy of e igh t years o f age
,
whose

name was H ugh ; and h aving shu t h im up i n a
room qu i t e ou t of th e way, where th ey fed h im on
m i l k and oth er ch i l d i sh nour i shmen t

,
th ey sen t to

almost al l th e c i t i e s o f E ngland whe re th e J ews
l ived

,
and summoned some o f th e i r sec t from each

c i ty to be p resen t a t a sacr ifice to t ake p lace at
Linco l n

,
fo r th ey had

,
a s th ey stated

,
a boy h i dden

fo r the purpose o f be ing cruc ified . I n accordance
wi th th e summons

,
a great many of them came to

Lin co ln
,
and o n assembl ing , th ey a t o nce appo in ted

a J ew of Li nco l n a s j u dge , to take th e p l ace o f P i l a te ,
by whose sen tence, and wi th th e concurrence o f a l l ,
th e boy was subj ected to d ive rs t or ture s . These in
c l uded cruc ifix ion , crown ing wi th thorn s , mark ing
w i th the st igmata

,
and p i e rc ing in th e s i de . Moreove r ,

th e ch i l d “ was ove rwhe lmed wi th rep roach es and
bla sph emi es , and u a s repeated ly ca l l ed J esu s th e
fal se p rophet by h i s to rmen to r s

,
who surrounded

h im
,
gr ind ing and gnash ing th e i r tee th . Meanwh i l e

th e mother
,
who had been seek ing her son

,
l earn t

1 J . A . G i les’ T ransla t ion
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that h e had l as t been seen pl ay ing wi th J ewi sh ch i l
dren

,
and

,
search ing d i l igen t l y

,
at l ength found h i s

body a t th e bo ttom of a we l l i n th e house o f a
J ew . The bai l iff o f th e c i ty be ing informed h ad
the body drawn ou t ; and J ohn o f Lex ington , who
happened to be presen t, “ a man o f l earn ing

,
pru

den t and d i scree t, at th e t ime Ch ie f J ust i ce o f th e
Fo rest

, and a bro th er o f th e B ishop o f Linco l n ,
turn ing to th e p e0p1e

,
sa id : “We h ave al ready

l ea rned that th e J ews have no t h es i tated to a tt emp t
such proceed ings as a rep roach and taun t to ou r
Lo rd J esus Ch r i st

,
who was cruc ified .

” He ordered
th e J ew , i n who se h ou se th e ch i l d had been p lay ing ,
t o be se ized

,
and after th reaten i ng h im with mut i

l at i on and death , from wh ich “ not a l l th e go l d o f
E ngland w i l l ava i l to ran som you , and save you from
you r fate ,

” p rom ised to p reserve h is l i fe and l imbs
i f he wou ld di sclo se a l l h e knew about th e affa i r .
Terr ifi ed by th ese th reats

,
th e J ew

,
Cop in, confe ssed

th at the ch arge o f th e r i tual murder o f Hugh was
tru e

,
and tha t “ almost every year th e J ews cruc i fy

a boy as an i nsu l t to th e name of J e su s .” No t on ly
was Hugh cruc ified for such a purp ose

,
bu t when

h i s murderers at tempted to bury the mut i l ated body
,

th e ear th vom i ted i t for th
,
and th e co rpse appeared

unbur ied above ground .

’

j S uch a con fess ion natu
ra l ly p la ced the sea l o f mar tyrdom upon th e ch i l d

,

and th e body was taken possess i on o f by th e canon s
o f th e Ca thedra l Ch urch o f Li nco ln

,
and after ly i ng

i n state
,

“ i t was honourab ly bur ied i n th e Church
of Linco l n , as i f i t h ad been the corpse o f a prec iou s
martyr .”

As th i s th e most importan t o f the Blood Accu
sations i n E ngland , th e evidence in suppor t o f i t
may be not iced i n some deta i l . Fi rst i t shou ld be
noted that a l l o the r poss i bl e th eo ri es, such as a cc i
den t—the ch i l d , wh i l e p layi ng , migh t have fal l en



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


THE JEWS OF ENGLAND

must h ave seen
,
have been an easy manner o f re

pl en i sh ing h i s t reasu ry . H i s first ac t ion was severe l y
to repr imand Lexi ngto n for hav ing i n any c i rcum
stan ce s p rom ised COpin pardon, and that wret ch ed
demen ted crea ture was forthwi th t i ed to a ho rse’s ta i l ,
dragged to the ga l l ows

,
and execu ted . N i nety-one of

th e oth e r p rom in en t J ews o f Linco ln were dragged from
the i r h ouses where th ey had taken re fuge, wel l know
ing what to expe c t , sen t to London , and impr i soned .

E igh te en o f th em ,
c l a im ing the i r r igh ts to t r i a l be fore

a m ixed j u ry
,
were summar i l y condemned fo r th e ir

p resump t i on and hanged . The rema inde r we re con
fined i n th e Tower . Two of these were pardoned , bu t
the o thers were t r i ed be fore twen ty-four kn igh ts and
the same number o f bu rgesse s from Lin co l n , and , as
was to h ave been expected from the known prej ud ice
from wh ich th e members o f th i s j u ry suffered, convi c ted
and sen tenced to death .

I f th e doubts al ready cast on the gu i l t o f the J ews
had no t ye t sufficed , th e n ext ep i sode i n th e h i story
shou ld assure to th e v i ct ims o f th i s act o f j ud ic ia l and
re l ig i ous p ersecut ion tardy j ust i ce . Before th e execu
t i on cou ld be carr i ed ou t—accord ing to one au th or i ty
th e Fr anc i scans

,
acco rd ing to anoth er the Domin icans

—appeal ed to th e k ing fo r the p ardon o f th e imp l i
ca ted J ews . The nob le-h earted appeal fa i l ed o f i ts
hoped-fo r effe c t

,
bu t the request s o f th e k ing’s bro ther

,

th e E ar l o f Co rnwal l
,
to th e same purpo rt we re

gran ted and th e condemned J ews rel eased . De sp i te
th i s roya l pardon , th e an imos i ty o f th e townspeop l e
seems t o h ave been so fierce ly arou sed aga inst the
J ews

,
that a few yea rs l ate r th e k ing was compe l l ed to

gran t th em a specia l p rotect ion .

Meanwh i l e th e governmen t of the kingdom was
gradual l y becoming more chaot ic

,
and i t s condi t ion

more d istu rbed . Th e d i sputes between th e k ing and
h i s barons o ften l ed to th e ex i stence o f two con tem
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porary gove rn i ng powers , and i n such c i r c umstan ces ,
when each was fu l l y oc cup i ed i n neutra l i s i ng the
e fforts o f th e o the r

,
th e Church

,
a lways ove r-zea l ous

to increase i ts i nfluence and j ea lo u s o f i t s assumed
righ ts

,
had freer p l ay . Thus i n 1 257 th e pre l ate s ,

assembl ed i n P rovinc ia l S ynod , compla i ned tha t when
any J ew was prosecuted i n th e ir courts for an offence
o f a sp i r i tua l nature

,
he was immed iate l y removed by

th e k ing’s cour ts from the i r j u r i sd i ct ion
,
and that by

the i r so-cal l ed p roper j udges th e J ews were invari ab l y
acqu i t ted wheneve r they cou ld get a Chr i st i an and a
J ew to affi rm the i r innocence . I t wa s con sequen t l y
dec ided by th e p re l ates that a l l such accused J ews
shou l d be compel l ed to appear be fo re th e ecc les i as
t i ca l co u rts by “ be i ng fo rb idden to tr affic, con tract ,
o r conve rse w i th the fa i th fu l . And so that th ese
i nj unct i on s shou ld be observed , al l o bj ec tors shou l d
be coerced by excommun icat i on and in te rd i c t .
Un fo rtunate l y an occurrence at Ox ford

,
inexp l icab l e

excep t by th e theory o f i n san i ty
,
mate r ia l l y a ss i s ted

th e Chu rch in i t s ant i-J ewi sh po l i cy . The J ewry o f S acr i lege
th is un ivers i ty cent re had been much l e ss l i ab l e to OxfOrd °

d i s turbance than the o ther l arge J ewi sh commun i t i e s
in th e coun try . London

,
York

,
Linco ln

,
N orwich

,

&c .

,
had

,
withou t excep t i on

,
a l l su ffe red p i l l age o r th e

blood accusat ion . In many
,
devastat io n had vi s i t ed

th e J ews not o nce but tw ice , and even more often .

Compared w i th th ese centre s th e l o t o f Oxfo rd h ad
been a h appy one

,
and th e troubl e s o f the J ews o f th at

c i ty of l i t t l e conce rn . I t was i n 1 268 th at th e regre t
t ab l e i nc iden t

, of wh ich men t i on has a l ready been
made , occurred . On the occas i on o f a re l ig iou s pro
cession

,
a c erta i n J ew of Oxfo rd broke the ranks

,

se ized a crucifix th at was be ing carr i ed and t rod i t
u nde r foo t . Desp i t e the he in ousne ss of th e offence

,

wh ich e l sewhere in England woul d have p robab l y
i nvo lved wholesal e confisca t i on and imp ri so nmen t i f



The Jews
a ssigned to
Pr ince Edwa rd
and b y h im to

t he Cahors ins .

THE JEWS OF ENGLAND

no t execut i on , th e pun i shment d i rected by th e king
was rema rkab ly moderate . The J ews we re o rdered to
p resen t the un i vers i ty w i th a portab l e s i lver cro ss ,
and to e rect an expens ive and va luab l e cross of marb l e
on the spot on wh ich th e ou trage was commi tted . I t
was subsequen t l y dec ided that th i s cro ss shou ld be
p laced outs ide th e synagogue

,
bu t th e ki ng and

counc i l
,
out o f cons iderat ion apparen t l y fo r J ewi sh

suscept i b i l i t i e s
,
dec ided that the pl ace was incon

venien t, and th e cross was u l t imatel y e rected c l ose to
Mer ton Co l l ege . The l ast inciden t i n the h i s to ry o f
th e J ews o f Ox ford befo re th e Expu l s io n was th e
grant

,
in 1 286, as a favour to the scho lars o f the un i

vers i ty
,
o f j ur i sd ict i on by the chance l l o r in d i sputes

be tween scho lars and J ews .
Wh i l e u nder the p rotect ion of th e Ear l R ichard , th e
J ews of England were a l l owed an opportun i ty fo r re

cupera t ion . On th e concl us ion o f h i s l ease , however ,
th e breath ing t ime passed away

,
and once more Angl o

J ewry became th e p l ay th ing o f the Oppos i ng e l emen ts
that were contest ing for supremacy on th e stage o f
E ngland . The per iod o f po l i t i ca l con test was drawing
to a cl ose

,
and that o f armed confl ict about to open .

On th e eve o f th e host i l i t i es be tween the king and th e
barons, th e J ews o f Engl and were ass igned to P r i nce
Edward , who on h i s par t h anded them over to the i r
r iva l s, th e Cahors ins . These were I tal i an merchan t s

,

i n th e serv ice o f the Pope
,
who first app eared in

E ngland about the year 1 235 . Techn i ca l ly money
changers, th ey were i n real i ty usure rs , who charged
h ighe r rate s o f i n te rest t han d id th e i r J ewi sh compet i
tor s . As

,
however

,
u su ry was forb idden to Chri st i an s

,

th e Cahors ins had to sa lve the i r consc iences
,
and

sat i sfy the i r super iors by a fict i on . They di d not
l end money on i n te re st. To a bor rower who requ ired
a hundred pounds for s ix mon ths

,
the Cahors in s were

w i l l ing to lend th e amount fr ee o f in teres t for th ree .
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CHAPTER X

THE LAST PHASE

( 1 262-1 2 79)

THE open ing of the C ivi l War was th e s igna l fo r the
p lunder o f the J ews . E ven before the fi rst b l ow was
st ruck by e i the r o f th e combatan t s

,
th e J ews of

London fe l t th e fi rst gusts o f t h e coming storm . The
king having broke n wi th the barons took refuge in
t he Tower , and th e oth e r party

,
with the i r army

,

o ccup i ed th e c i ty A d ispute between a J ew
and a Chri st ian inhab i tan t se rved as a spa rk to k ind le
th e mate r i a l to hand . The London J ewry was sacked

,

and seven h undred o f i t s i nh ab i tan t s s l a in . S im i l ar
excesses fo l l owed at Worc este r London aga in

,

Northampton and Can t e rbury and Lin co ln
,

and the I s l e of E l y The succes s o f the
barons enab l ed the i r l eader, S imon de Mon t fo r t , to
take more efficac iou s measures th an th e haphazard
destruct ion o f arch ives fo r th e re l i e f of h i s fo l lowers
from the i r indeb tedne ss to th e J ews . By proclama
t ion a l l th e remain ing bonds o f indebtedne ss we re
annu l l ed

,
and th us at a s troke a l arge proportion o f

th e property o f the J ews was t rans ferred to th e i r
e rstwh i l e debtors . D e Mon t fort’s succe ss was short
l ived, but h i s down fa l l brough t bu t temporary re l i e f .
P ea ce h ad repa i r ed to some exten t the inroads on th e
fortunes o f the J ews

, and many h ad aga in acqu ired
some wea l th . Dazzl ed by the rap id change from the

oppress ion and c ruel t i e s o f the baron i a l party
,
th e

J ews even asp i red to atta in to some degree o f c ivi l
emancipat ion . A few s l igh t favours had been con

as
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fe rred on i nd iv i dua l J ews by the king when f reed
from th e pressure o f De Mon tfor t

,
and some among

th em had obta i n ed possess ion o f th e estat es o f de
ceased or outl awed barons . An e stat e h e ld by a J ew
was

,
however

,
shorn o f many o f i t s most des ired

at tr ibutes . Under th e ex i s t i ng l aw no J ew cou l d
,
fo r

instance
,
exer c i se th e r igh ts o f wardsh i p

,
escheat

,
or

advowson . The J ews , b l i nded by an apparen t sense
o f secur i ty

,
c l a imed these feudal r igh ts . As was to be

expected such an app l i ca t i o n un i ted a l l t h e ant i
J ewish e l emen ts

,
l ay and c l er i ca l

,
i n the nat io n agai n s t

t hem
,
and i n stead of th e reque st be ing gran ted

,
th e

J ews were d i squal i fied by Par l iamen t i n 1 269 and The Jews dis
1 27 1 a l together from ho l d i ng landed p roperty, e i ther ggi

‘

gifigfiifig
‘

i n p l edge or by pu rch ase . Moreove r, th e i r com- i]rl Pledge~
mercia l r igh ts were very seve re l y cur ta i l ed

,
and th e

resu l t o f th e measures was to reduce the J ews to
a lmost as u n favourab l e a s i tuat i on as under De Mont
for t’s ord inance . Immed i ate l y afterward s came a
ta l lage o f six th ousand marks to enab l e Pr i nce
Edward to take th e cro s s . The J ews were by th i s
t ime so much impover i sh ed tha t th ey were unab l e
to ra i se th e amount

,
and th ey were in consequence

again mortgaged to th e E a r l o f Cornwal l . W i th
th e confiscat i on o f th e ch i e f synagogue i n London
because th e servi ce di s tu rbed the ne ighbour i ng fr i ars,
th e anna l s o f th e J ews of E ng land under H enry II I. ’s
te nu re o f th e th rone cl ose .
During Henry ’s l ong re ign th e J ews o f Engl and
had su ffered almost every poss i bl e vi c i ssi tude

,
and

th e rap id changes i n th e i r fo rtunes seem at t imes
a lmost to h ave turned the i r h eads . U nde r h is son

an d succe ssor
,
E dward , the sun no l onge r broke

th rough the ever th i cken ing clouds . The cond i t i on
o f J ewry at th e open ing of Edward 's re i gn was one o f
deep a ffl i ct i on . So sore was the m i sery o f th e J ews
tha t we are to ld

,

“ N oth i ng but weep ing and wa i l i ng
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was to be seen i n every corner . Even the Fr i ars who
h ad so late ly taken posses s ion o f the i r S ynagogue , as
i t i s sa id , p i t i ed them : N or were the Cahorsin i

brokers ( though th e i r r iva l s in exto rt i on ) without
compass i on . Fo r no th ing cou l d be more r igorous
and unmerci fu l than the K ing’s proceedings at th i s
t ime .

” Dur ing the e igh te en year s in wh ich th e J ews
rema ined i n E ngland under E dward 1 . the i r cond i t i on
became yearl y more and more p i t iab l e

,
so that th e

fina l act o f opp res s ion , accompan i ed, as i t was, by
i nd iv idual acts o f i nhuman crue l ty

,
must h ave come

a lmos t as a re l i e f .
E dward , who had i nsp i red th e o rd inances o f 1 269
and 1 27 1 , d iffe red great l y i n character from h i s father .
Fir st h e was a statesman

,
not anx iou s to sa t i sfy h i s

immed iate necessi t i es a t no matte r what cos t
,
bu t

l ook ing ahead so that h i s act io ns m ight redound to
future benefi t even more th an to th e re l i e f o f presen t
needs . He was a l so o f a re l ig iou s tu rn of m ind

,
and

l ike l y to be influenced by th e wi she s o f Rome more
th an was h i s father . Al ready

,
be fore h i s acce ss ion

,

h i s sympath i es and favour h ad been ga i ned by th e
m ino r b aronsm the cl as s most i n th e debt o f the J ews
and the indebtedness o f th e ecc l e si as t i ca l i n st i tu t ion s
appea l ed to h im both as a Ch r i s t i an and an E ngl i sh
man . He saw th a t th e re l at ion s between th e J ews
and the p eop l e du r i ng th e p reced ing re ign had re

acted un favourabl y on both part i es
,
and th e p rac t ice

th at had been growi ng up of t ran sfe rr ing estates t o
th e Church i n order to obtai n re l ie f from indebted
ness to the Jews offended aga inst h i s we l l-thought-out
vi ews in s tatecra ft . Meanwh i l e a greater and con
scient ious an t ip ath y to usury had been growing up i n
c l er i c al m inds both in England and on the Con t inen t,
and E dward, as a l oya l son o f the Chu rch , cou ld no t
be unaffe c t ed by those vi ews . In anothe r d i rec t ion
th e J ewi sh Ques t ion had undergone a change . The
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usur io us con tracts a l ready made
,
s i n ce th e feast o f

S t . Edward
,
l a s t pa st

,
shal l s tand good , excep t i ng

covenants re l at ing to th e pr i n c i pal Sum . P rovi ded
a lso, that al l tho se who are indebted to the J ews ,
upon p ledge s move ab le

,
sh al l redeem them

,
befo re

E a s ter next, under pai n of forfe i ture . And i f any

J ew shal l p ract i ce u sury aga i ns t the in ten t o f th i s
s tatu te, th e King promi se s nei ther to give h im ass i s t
ance , by h imse l f, or officers, i n recove r i ng h i s debts ,
but on th e con trary

,
wi l l pun i sh h im for h i s trespass

,

and ass i s t th e Chr i st i an s aga ins t h im
,
i n the recovery

of the i r p l edge s . And i t i s fu r th er enacted , th at no
d istress fo r any J ew

’s deb t
,
shal l hereafter be so

gr ievou s
,
as no t to l eave Chr i st i an s th e mo ie ty o f

th e i r l ands and chatte l s
,
fo r subs is tan ce . And tha t

no d i stress shal l be made by any su ch J ew ,
upon th e

h e i r o f h i s debtor named in th e bond , or any o th er
person in po ssess ion o f th e debto r ’s lands

,
before

su ch debt shal l be p roved in court . And i f th e sh e ri ff
,

or o th e r ba i l iff
,
i s commanded by the King, to give

se i s i n or po ssess ion to any J ew, of l ands o r chat te l s ,
to th e val ue o f h i s debt

,
th e cha t te l s sh a l l firs t be

appra i sed by the oa th of honest men
,
and de l i vered

to th e J ew or J ewess
,
to th e va l u e o f th e debt . And

i f th e chatte l s be no t found suffic ien t to answer i t,
th en th e lands sh al l be extended , by th e same oath ,
acco rd ing to the i r sep arate va l ues

,
before se i s in i s

g iven o f th em to the J ew or J ewess ; to the i n ten t ,
that when th e debt i s cer ta i n l y known to be d i s
ch arged , th e Chr i st ian may have h i s lands aga in .

S aving to th e Chr i st ian
,
neverthe l ess

,
th e mo i ety o f

h i s l ands and chatte l s
,
and th e ch i ef house fo r h i s

sub st inance , a s i s before expressed . And i f anyth ing
sto l en be found in th e possess ion of a J ew , l e t h im
have h i s summon s

,
i f h e regu lar ly may have i t : i f no t,

he sha l l answer i n su ch a manner as a Chr i st ian
woul d be obl iged to

,
wi thout c la im ing any pr ivi l ege .
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Likewise al l J ews sh al l b e res i den t in such c i t i e s, and
borough s

,
a s are the K ing’s own where th e common

ch est o f th ei r i nden tu res i s wont to be kep t . And

eve ry one o f th em , that i s pas t seven years of age ,
sha l l wear a badge , i n fo rm o f two tab les , o f ye l l ow
taffety

,
s ix fingers l ong

,
and th ree fingers broad , upon

h i s uppe r garment ; and eve ry one t ha t i s past twe lve
yea rs

,
sh a l l a l so pay annual ly

,
to th e K ing

,
a t E aster

,

th e sum o f th ree pen ce
,
both men , and women . And

no J ew shal l h ave power to a l i enate i n fee
,
e i ther to Furthe r de ta i ls

J ew
,
or Ch ri st i an

,
any houses , re n ts, o r tenemen ts,

Of ’he AC"

wh i ch th ey h ave a l ready purch ased
,
or d i spose o f

them i n any manne r, or acqu i t any Chr i st i an o f h i s
debt

,
wi th out th e K i ng’s sp ec ia l l i c en ce

,
t i l l h e h ath

othe rwi se o rda i ned . And becau se Ho ly Church
,
wi l l s

and permi t s
,
th at they shou ld l i ve, and be pro tec ted ,

th e K ing t ake s th em in to h i s p ro tect ion ; and com
mands tha t th ey sha l l l ive guard ed

,
and defended

,
by

h i s sher i ffs
,
ba i l i ff s

,
and o th er l i ege peopl e . And th at

none shal l do th em harm , e i ther i n the i r p ersons, or
goods

,
moveabl e or immoveab l e

,
o r sue

,
imp l ead , o r

cha l l enge th em i n any court s but the Ki ng ’s co urts
,

whe resoever they are . And that none o f th em sha l l
be o bed ien t

,
re sponden t , o r pay any ren t, t o any bu t

th e K ing , o r h i s ba i l iffs, i n h i s name , excep t ing for
the i r h ouses wh i ch th ey now ho ld

,
render i ng ren t ;

S av ing
,
l i kewi se

,
th e r igh ts o f H ol y Church . And

th e King al so gran ts
,
th a t th ey may pract i ce mer

chandise , o r l i ve by th e i r l abour , and fo r th ose pur
poses

,
free l y conve rse wi th Ch r i st ians . Excep t ing

th at u pon any preten ce wh ateve r
,
th ey sha l l no t be

l evan t
,
o r couchan t , amongst th em ; nor on account

o f th e i r merch and i se , be in S co ts , l o ts, o r ta l l i age ,
wi th th e other i nhabi tants o f th ose c i t i e s , or bo roughs ,
where th ey rema in : see i ng th ey are ta l l i abl e to the
K ing as h i s own vassa l s , and not o th erwi se . More
ove r th e K ing gran ts them free l i berty to purch ase
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houses
,
and curt i l ages

,
i n th e c i t i es and borough s

where they res ide ; p rovided they are he l d in ch ief
o f the K ing . S aving to the l ord s th e i r due

,
and

accustomed serv ices . And furthe r
,
th e K ing grants

,

tha t su ch as are unsk i l fu l i n merchand ise
,
and can’t

l abour, may take l ands to farm ,
for any te rm no t

exceed ing ten years ; p rov i de d no homage
,
feal ty

,

o r any such k ind of servi ce, o r advowson to Ho l y
Chu rch

,
be be l onging to th em . P rovided a l so tha t

th i s powe r to farm l ands sh a l l cont i nu e i n force fo r
fi fte e n yea rs, f rom the making o f th is Act , and no

l onger .

J h e effect of th i s Act _
was to preven t th e recovery

by law of in te rest due , and to render on ly
u 4 . ” q ua- Q h

debto r ’s b th e
m fi fl h

o ther hh a

by l aw excl uded , and to _ ho ld . f_
arms o n leases no t

exceed i ng t e n yea rs The las t concess ion
,
wh ich was

to be 111 force fo r fi fte en years , as not to carry w ith
i t homage or feal ty from Ch r i s t ians . The dependan t
s ta tus of th e J ews was affirmed

,
a pol l tax o f three

**

pe1 1ceM m l aid on fl i em
h a ij df b o th Sm

”M y

ordered to wear badges . The Church had long been
“ o b.

striv i ng to en force th i s ind ign i ty 0 11 J ewes ses, who h ad
h itherto been free from i t . The p o l icy of th e Engl i sh

m fl ‘

Governmen t fo r t centu r i es had been tO
‘

aexe lud e
m .-w

J ews from a l l oc at i

“ca l l ing they had cons u en tl y devoted a most a
t a l ents . The S tatute a’e

pa t ion 11 0 l onger possib le ; and despi te the conce s s ions
more appa rent than rea l

, p‘ lfia'cfiegw the who l e .of Angl o
J ewry face to face w i th s ta rva t ion .

_The g i l ds prac
t i c a l l y h e ld th e monopo l ies Of trade and

“

o i a ftmansh ip ,

J and from the se , J ews were in many ins tances l egal ly
I

l
exc l uded , wh i l e th e oth ers i t was pra ct i ca l ly impos s ib l e
for them to en te r . There is on l y one instance be fo re
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Flem i sh wool-merch an t s were respon sib l e for th e then
unsat i sfacto ry cond i t ion of th e mean s o f exchange .

The susp ic i ons aroused on th at o ccas ion were no t
al l owed to d ie away, and when E dward in 1 27 8 pro
posed to re form the currency

,
h is first step wa s to

se ize a l l th e J ews in th e coun try, impr i son th em ,
and

have the i r h ouses sea rched . S im i l a r treatmen t was
meted ou t to a few go l dsm i th s and other non-J ews
suspected o f th e same offence . A t r i a l was he ld

,
and

a la rge number o f Ch r i st ians and J ews found gu i l ty .

O f th e former , however, on l y th ree were sen tenced to
dea th : in London a lon e , two hundred and n inety
t h ree J ews were h anged and drawn . A few oth ers
escaped th e same fate by accep t ing Chr i st i an i ty .

Th is new fo rm of p e rsecu t ion ra i sed up h osts o f
i nfo rmers , who were , however, a lways ready to ho ld
the i r p eace

,
i f suffic i en t b lackmai l were offe red .

Wh en , to a J ew
,
accusat i on was almost invar i ab l y

in t e rp reted as gu i l t , th e hunted v i c t ims were on l y to o
anx iou s to buy th e i r l ive s a t almost any pr i c e . A new

and l ucrat ive p ro fess i on of J ew-bl a ckmai l i ng speed i l y
sprung up

,
bu t th e ki ng

,
qu ickl y recogn i s ing th e state

o f affa i rs, i s sued wr i t s to th e effect tha t any J ew not
accu sed by a certa i n date , migh t on paymen t o f a fine
to th e crown be re l i eved o f th e con sequences o f any
future accusat ion . S everal J ews o f the i r own acco rd

,

when in dange r o f fa l se accusat i on
,
appea l ed to th e

k ing for i nqu i ry . E dward re cogn i s i ng th at h i s h as te
had endangered the success o f h i s po l i cy

,
a few yea rs

l ate r re l axed th e an t i-usury l aws o f 1 273 , and by
fu rther l egi sla t ion l ega l i sed money-l end ing a t a defin i te
r ate o f inte re s t and fo r short per iods . 1

Edward had not o n l y th e good o f th e S tate at heart
th e advantage o f re l ig ion wa s a l so h is concern . S in ce
the t ime of I nnocen t I I I . , and i n Engl and o f S t ephen

1 I t is somewha t doub t fu l whe ther l egis la t ion to th is effect was in rea l i ty
a dopted or only pro posed .
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Langton
,
th e ho st i l i ty o f th e Chr i st ian Church toward s

J ewry h ad grown more i n ten se . I n E ngland the
re l igiou s aspe ct o f the persecut i on o f th e J ews had
been l ess p ronoun ced th an on th e Cont i nen t

,
for

Engl i sh r u l e rs h ad alway s shown themselves l ess
subserv ien t to Papa l i nfluence than the i r con t i nen ta l
fe l l ow-monarchs . E dward

,
however

,
was more loya l

in h is adhes i on to the Church than were h i s p rede
cessors

,
and th e wi sh e s o f Rome had con sequent l y

we igh t wi th h im . So soon as the soc ia l and po l i t i ca l
s tatu s o f th e J ews of England had been sett l ed

,
at ten

t io n was d ire c ted to the cond i t io n of the i r sou l s . In

1 279 a pro c lamat ion was i ssued d i re ct i ng that any J ew
gu i l ty o f b laspheming th e doctr i nes o f Chr i s t i an i ty
shou l d be put to death , or o th erwi se pun i sh ed- one
was b urn t a t Norwi ch for th i s offence . Wr i t s were
a l so i ssued to th e sher iff s and bai l iffs concerned

,

d i rect ing them to compel a l l J ews wi th i n the ir Jews compe i ied

respect i ve j u ri sd i ct i on s to at tend sermons by th e 223253d ,“

Domin i cans
,
preached for th e purpose o f convin c ing Dominicans.

them of the i r er ro rs and o f influenc ing the i r con
vers ion to Chr is t i an i ty . The king on h i s part con
sen ted to fo rgo h i s r igh t to th e whol e o f th e
p roper ty o f a conve rt

,
agree i ng to a l l ow h im on e

ha l f fo r h i s suppor t, and to devote the o th e r to
th e u se o f the poorer convert s .
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CHAPTER X I

THE EXPULS ION
( 1 2 8 2—1 290)

THE l ast decade o f the h i s tory o f Pre-Expu l s ion
Ang lo-J ewry Opened w i th a fu rther att ack on th e
re l ig io u s r igh t s of the J ews . The ch ie f synagogues
o f the J ews o f London had be fo re th e c l ose o f th e
re ign o f Henry I I I . been se ized

,
and on l y th e smal l e r

sem i-pr ivate o r p r i vate ones rema ined to the com
mun i ty . Th is sem i-p roscr i p t i on of J udai sm was st i l l
in suffici en t to sat i sfy such zea l ous ch urchmen as the
p r imate

,
J oh n o f P e ckham , and on h i s ins i stence ,

in 1 28 2, th e se sma l l e r p lace s of worsh i p were al so
supp ressed .

Al th ough the taxable va l u e o f the commun i ty had
grave ly decreased—th e i r impover i shmen t was one

o f th e reason s tha t enab l ed E dward to d i spen se wi th
them—th e J ews had once more to suffer exto rt ion
be fore they were fi na l ly re l eased from bondage . Once
aga i n , o n th i s o cc as i on i n 1 288 , th e who l e o f Anglo
J ewry was sudden l y se ized and cas t i n to pr i son . The
Common s offered a tax of a fi fth o f the i r movabl es i f
th e J ews we re expel l ed , bu t the l a tter offe re d a l arger
b r ibe

,
and th ey were r el eased on payment o f a ransom

of twe lve thousand pounds o f s i l ver .
S t i l l ear l i e r in 1 286 th e Pope

,
Honor i u s I V.

,
had

i ssued a bu l l to the Archb ishops o f Can t erbury and

York
,
in wh ich “ th e accursed and perfidious J ews o f

England were denounced . The i r sacred wri t ings were
condemned , and th e i r effort s to recover pe rsons who
may have lapsed from J uda i sm anath emat i sed , The

98
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ce ived with al l t h e marks o f popu l ar i ty from every
sect ion of th e popu lat i on . Par l i amen t on i t s as semb ly
voted h im a fi ft een th part o f the i r movab le s and the
c l ergy a te nth , prov ided that h e wou l d con fer on
Engl and the benefi ts h e h ad grant ed h i s Gascon
subj ects

,
and expe l the J ews from the k ingdom . On

the 1 8 th of J u l y 1 290 th e wr i ts were i ssued announc ing
the expu l s ion o f the J ews to take effe c t on the Feast
o f Al l S ai n ts o f th at year . About s ixteen thousand
J ews

,
who had gradua l l y been rest r i cted to seven t een

towns , l e f t E ngl and . The k i ng , p ossessed by no
v ind ict ive p ass i on for perse c u t ion

,
took steps so that

they shou l d be a l l owed to depart i n p eace , wi thou t
mo lestat ion . They were a l l owed to take th e i r
movab le property wi th them , as we l l a s a l l p l edge s
that had no t been redeemed . Excep t in th e case o f
one or two favour i te s, th e house s , synagogues, ceme
ter ies

,
bonds e i th er as acknowledgmen t s of debt o r

under tak ings to de l ive r merchandi se a l re ady pa id fo r
in part

,
were for fe i te d . The sher iffs were orde red to

make procl amat ion that unt i l t he appo in ted day o f
ban i shmen t no one shou ld ha rm o r ro b the J ews , bu t,
o n the oth e r h and

,
they Shou ld be guarded

,
and fo r

those w i l l i ng to pay, s afe tran spo rt out o f the co untry
p rov ided . The Wardens o f th e Cinque Ports were
commanded

,
under p enal t i es

,
to t reat th e J ews c ivi l l y

and hones t l y
,
and to furn i sh th e poorer ones wi th

transpor t to the Con t in en t at reduced rates .
Th is co rrect at t i tude o f th e k ing was

,
however

,
no t

shared by the pe0p1e
,
and th e l ast j o urney of the J ews

i n E ngland was pursued amid th e insu l t s and assau l ts
o f the popu l ace . The J ews o f London depar ted on
S t . Den i s ’ Day . The r i che r one s had ar ranged wi th
a sh ipmaste r to convey th em and th e i r be longi ngs to
the l ess ho st i l e shore of the Cont i nen t . In Hol in
sh ed ’s words : “ A sor t o f th e r i ch est o f them

,
be ing

sh ipped wi th the i r t reasure i n a migh t ie tal l sh ip
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wh i ch th ey had h i r ed
,
when th e same was under sai l e ,

and go t downe th e Thames towards the mou th o f th e
r iver beyond Qu inb orowe (Queenborough ), th e mais te r
mar iner bethough t h im o f a wi l e

,
and cau sed h i s men

to cast an chor
,
an d so rode at the same , t i l l t h e sh ip

by ebbing of the streame rema i ned on th e d r i e sands .
The ma i ste r herewi th en t i c ed th e Jewes to wal ke o u t
wi th h im on l and fo r re c reat ion . And a t l ength when
he understood the t ide to be comm ing i n , h e got
h im backe to th e sh i p, wh i th e r h e was drawne up by
a cord . Th e Jewes made not so much has t as he d id ,
b icause th ey were no t ware o f th e danger . But when
th ey perce ived how the matter s tood

,
th ey cr ied to

h im for he l pe howbe i t h e to l d th em , th at th ey ough t
to cr i e rath er un to Moses

,
by whose conduc t the i r

fath ers p assed th rough th e red sea , and th ere fo re , i f
th ey wou ld ca l l to h im fo r he l p e

,
h e was ab l e inough

to h e lp th em ou t of tho se rag ing fl ouds , wh i ch now
came i n up on them : th ey c r i ed indeed

,
bu t no

succou r appeared , and so they we re swa l l owed up i n
wate r .” The maste r and sa i l o r s approp r i ated th e
proper ty o f th e i r v i ct ims and r e tu rned to London .

A j u st ret r i bu t ion me t them , for th ey were tr i e d
and hanged for the i r c r ime .
A number of th e ex i l es sa i l ed fo r France , and The fa te o f

meet ing wi th sto rms 0 11 th e way were sh ipwre cked the

and drowned . The survi vors were a l l owed by th e
k i ng of Fran ce to sett l e temporar i l y i n h i s k ingdom .

S uch compass io n , however , ca l l e d forth th e pro test s
o f the P apacy, and the P a r l ement de la C/zana’el enr

accord ingl y decreed that a l l J ewi sh fugi t i ve s from
Gascony o r England shou l d l eave the k ingdom .

Th i s decree appears not to h ave be en r ig id ly execu ted
,

and a number o f th e refugees managed to concea l
themse lves among the comparat ive l y cons iderabl e
J ewi sh pop u lat i on o f France . A body o f abou t
th i rteen h u ndred E ngl i sh J ews sa i l ed d i rec t for
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Fl anders . 1 O th e rs p robably reached Germany and
po ss ib l y Spa i n

,
th en contain ing a very large J ew ish

popu l at ion .

P ract i ca l l y th e who l e o f the p roper ty th e J ews l e ft
beh in d them i n England p assed in to th e h ands of the
k i ng. I t was o rdered to be so ld and th e p roceeds
devoted to p iou s purposes . To the k ing’s fr i ends
rath er th an to p ious pu rposes th e ben efit accrued .

Before l eavi ng th i s part o f our s tory
,
a few words

may be added regard ing some o f th e l arger J ewi sh
se t t l ements i n th e provi n ce s i n th e pe r iod before the
Expu l s i on .

At Lin co l n
,
a t on e t ime the second most importan t

town in th e coun try , th e J ews sett l ed i n comparat ive ly
l arge numbers ; S teep H i l l , between th e o l d Roman
co lony and th e new Cast l e an d Cath edral

,
be ing th e

J ewi sh cen tre . The ear l i es t ment i on o f th em occurs
i n 1 1 59. Between th e atta ck on th e J ews in 1 1 90

and th e S t . Hugh inc iden t th e ch i e f even t i n th e
h i story o f Linco ln J ewry was anoth er at tack in 1 2 20 .

For a l arge port io n o f th e th i r teen th cen tu ry the
l ead i ng J ew o f Li n co l n was Bened i ct fi l Mosse

,
i den

t ified by D r . J o seph J acobs wi th Berech iah de N i co l e .
Bened i c t

,
who was a son o f Rabb i Moses ben Yom

tob o f London
,
was an au thor i ty

,
frequen t l y quoted

,

on J ewi sh l aw and observance . I t was th e marr iage
o f h i s daugh te r th at was the cause of the gather ing o f
J ews i n Li n co l n 0 11 th e occas ion of th e death o f th e
boy Hugh .

2 Bened ict was one of th e J ews sen t to
London in c onnec t ion with th a t a ffa i r . He was re

l eased before t r i al
,
probab ly i n con sequence o f h i s

daugh ter ’s wedding bei ng an adequa t e defen ce aga inst
any charge o f murder that m ight be brough t aga ins t
h im . Bened ic t d ied afte r 1 25 6 . Another r i ch th i r
1 Many a lso a re said to have taken refuge in S co t land . S ee Howe l l ’s
Josippon.

”

2 Th is is a conj ectu re by D r . Jacobs, bu t grave doub t has been th rown
u pon i t by Dr . H . P . S tokes .
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Conver t s . I n 1 235 ce r ta in J ews were imp ri soned fo r
abduct ing one o f these converts , bu t re leased by th e
k ing

,
as i n nocen t . N ine years l ater

,
howeve r, th e

J ewry was at tacked by th e c lerk s who were i ndebted
to i ts i nhab i tants . For th i s offence the annal s o f
the per i od strange l y record that for ty-five of th e
assai l an t s were commi tted to pri son . I n 1 260 there
was a d ispute between th e cons tab l e o f Oxfo rd
Cast l e and th e chance l l o r o f th e un iver s i ty as to
j u r i sd i c t ion over th e lo cal J ews . The deci s ion was
given by th e k ing i n favour of th e chancel l or .
Th e te rr ib l e even ts o f 1 1 90 had ann ih i lated th e
J ewi sh commun i ty o f the northern cap i tal

,
and for a

t ime York was devo id o f J ews . Afte r an in te rva l the
econom ic necess i t ie s o f so impo rtan t a cen tre com

pe l led th e re-estab l i shmen t o f a J ewi sh commun i ty ,
and a sma l l n umber co l l ect ed agai n wi th in the shadow
of Cl ifford ’s Tower . O f these , seve ra l were ch i l d ren
or o the r re l at ive s o f v i c t ims o f th e massacre

,
and

p romi nen t among them was Aaron
,
a son of Josce ,

one o f th e l eaders o f the martyrs o f York . Aaron of
York

,
who wa s born before 1 1 90 and d ied after

1 253 , was appo in t ed Ch i ef P re sbyter in 1 237 , in suc
ce ss i on to J osco of London . He he ld th e office un t i l
1 243 , when h e was succeeded by E l i as o f London .

Among the o the r prom inen t York J ews of the per i od
were Bened i c t Episcopus ; S amue l (a

’
. broth er

o f Aaron ; Leo Episcopus (a
’
. th e las t-h amed ’s

son S amue l (d. Josceus of Can terbury and h i s
son s B onam icus and S amue l . Un t i l the death o f
the se

,
York rema i ned an importan t cen t re o f Anglo

J ewry
,
a lth ough i t never recove red i ts glor i e s o f th e

per iod be fo re the m a ssacre . In common with those
o f the oth e r J ewi sh cen tres

,
i t s fo rtun es

,
however

,

subsequen t ly dec l i ned un t i l th e day on wh i ch York
Jewry was ove rwhe lmed i n the catast rophe common
to th e who l e o f Angl o-J ewry .
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CHAPTER X I I

PRE-EXPULS ION JEWRY

FEW records have remained to descr ibe the i nte rna l
o rgan i sat i on o f th e Anglo-J ewi sh commun i ty befo re
the Expu ls i on . O f th e P resby ter ]ncl ceornnz or Ch ie f
P r esbyter men t io n has al ready been made . N o t on ly
h ad t h i s funct ion ary

,
i t appears

,
supervi s ion o f th e

sp i r i tua l affa irs o f th e commun i ty and j ud i c ia l r igh ts
i n co nnect ion with th e Exchequer o f th e J ews

,
but

h e a l so seems to have h ad some c iv i l con t ro l over
the commun i ty ; and perh aps for tha t rea son th e
Ch ie f P resbyte r, who was appo i n ted by th e k ing on

th e nominat ion of th e J ews
,
or with h i s ap proval

,

was i nvar iab ly chosen from among th e r i chest J ews
in th e kingdom . O th er offic ia l s o f whom trace can

be found
,
i t has been suggest ed , were Day a ninz, o r

Assesso rs in th e E ccl es ias t i cal Cou rt . The name o r
t i t l e Ep iscopus that i s to be fo und in th e re cords
h as been t rans l ated as Day an, but doub t has been
cast 0 11 th i s interpretat i on

,
and Cohen or pr i e st

,
a

J ewish t r i bal name
,
has been sugges ted as more

p robabl e . References h ave a l so been found to the
honorary o ffi ci al s usual l y found i n J ewi sh commun i
t i es , th e P a rna ss im or p res iden t s of th e congrega t ion

,

and th e Ga boaynn o r trea su rers . O ther o fficers men

t ioned previous l y were th e j ust i ces o f th e J ews
,
th e

ch i rograph e rs, and th e c l erks .
For a long per i od o f th e soj ourn o f the J ews in

E ngl and , th e re seems to have been a con t inual infi l
t rat ion o f fore ign J ews, and we mee t members o f th e
commun ity coming from France

,
Germany

,
Flanders

,
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hosp i ta l s . I t has al so been sa id that th e J ews , when
p ledged to the E ar l o f Cornwal l

,
were forced to

work i n the t i n m ines of h i s ear ldom ,
and to th i s

apocryph a l J ewish connecti on a port ion o f th e
nomencl ature o f Cornwa l l ha s been attr ibuted .

Three classes in The J ewi sh popu lat ion of E ngl and
,
immedi ate ly p re

Ang lo
' l em y' ced ing th e Expu ls i o n , has been d iv ided by Mr . Lione l

Abrahams i n to th ree cl asses . The first , con si st i ng of
ve ry few members and o f l ess fami l i e s

,
was composed

o f the r i ch members o f th e commun i ty
,
th e l ead ing

members of th e var iou s congregat ions , engaged for
mer ly i n financ ia l transact i on s

,
and towards the en d

expo rte r s o f woo l and co rn . The members o f the
second c l ass

,
more numerous, but st i l l a mino r i ty ,

were money-l enders on a smal l s ca l e
,
and pawn

brokers . Those o f the th i rd c lass , fo rm ing th e great
maj or i ty, were e i th e r in a state o f poverty o r borde r
ing on tha t cond i t io n . O f the i r means o f l ive l ihood ,
beyond th e se rvi ce o f the i r r i ch e r co-re l ig ion i sts ,
noth i ng whatever i s known .

The costume o f th e E ngl i sh J ew inc l uded th e
horned cap

,
and a badge i n form pecu l ia r to th i s

country . Th e l anguage spoken by th em in Engl and
was th e same as th at o f the bet te r c l asse s ; French
J ews fough t due l s j u st as the i r Chr i s t i an ne ighbours

,

and one supposed re ference h a s even been found
to a J ewi sh kn igh t . Un t i l re lat i on s were embi tte red
by ou ts ide i nfluen ces

,
the soc ia l re l at i on s be tween

J ews and Chr i s t i ans seem to have been very fr iendly .

They v i s i ted one another
,
and appa ren t l y ate— o r a t

l east d rank—a t one ano ther’s tabl es . E vidence o f
th i s we find from both s i des . On th e one hand th ere
are th e frequen t warn ings by the Chu rch agains t
eat i ng and oth er soc ia l in tercours e wi th J ews ; on
the o th er , a con temporary H ebrew autho r i ty s tate s ,
“ I t i s su rp r i s i ng that i n th e land o f the I s l e (Eng
l and ) th ey are l en i en t in th e matte r o f d r ink ing s trong
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dr in ks of the Gent i l e s and a long with th em . For
the Law i s d ist in c t ly accord ing to those Doctors who
forbid i t on th e ground that i t l eads to i nt er-marr iage .
But

,
perhaps

,
as th ere wou l d be great i l l-fee l ing i f

t h ey were to re fra i n from th i s , one must not be
severe upon them .

" 1 Even as l a te as 1 286, B ishop
Swinfe ld th reatened to excommun icate severa l o f
h i s flock who wish ed to at t end the wedding of th e
daughte r o f a lead ing J ew of H ere ford . I n te r
marr i ages be tween J ews and Chr i st ian s took p l ace

,

and th e bal an ce o f conve rs i on du r ing th e peri ods
o f pro sper i ty seems to have tended towards J udai sm
rath er than Chr i st ian i ty .

The re l igiou s Observances do no t ap pear to h ave The i r re l igious
d iffered from tho se o f th e J ews of Franc e . The ”servm s '

synagogue
,
then th e centre o f th e congregat i on

,
i n

rea l i ty a meet ing-p l ace
,
was not devoted so l e l y to

re l i g ious pu rpo ses . As i n France , J ews, when “ cal l ed
to the l aw ” i n the synagogue, were accustomed to
go up bareh eaded . As was un iversa l a t that t ime
in J ewry

,
and st i l l o ccu rs where the pos i t i on of th e

J ews i s precar io us , J ews were betrothed by th e i r
parents when qu i t e young

,
for th e pathet i c reason

that a l though the fathe r o f th e br id e m igh t
,
at th e

t ime
,
be abl e to g ive h i s daughter a dowry

,
th e

in secur i ty was so grea t that at any t ime he migh t
be reduced to beggary by the confi sca t ion or l oot ing
of h i s prope rty . The frequen t exact i ons

,
coup l ed

w i th th e yo uth o f th e n ewly-marr ied coup le
,
were

re sp ons ib l e fo r th e arrangements whereby fo r a t ime
th ey remain ed in th e h ouseho ld o f the br ide ’s p aren ts

.

The J ews of England
,
a s e l sewhere—no matter how Educa t iona l

b i tter the pe rsecut i on they su ffered—neve r negl ected facm’es'

th e educat ion of th e i r ch i l dren
,
and

,
among the

records o f P re-Expu l s i o n J ewry th e des ignat ion
“ Magiste r P uerorum ” i s to be found . E very com

1 See Jews in Angev in England , p . 269.
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mun i ty h ad i t s schoo l attached to the synagogue
,

and i n London and th e l arge r towns th ere appear to
have been seminar i es o f J ewish l earn ing . The know
ledge o f Hebrew was widesp read among J ewesses
as we l l as among J ews

,
and a code of educat ion

,

drawn up
,
the re i s every reason to be l i eve

,
for th e

gu idance o f E ngl i sh J ews
,
i s st i l l in ex i stence . Th is

code inc l udes among i t s d i rec t i ons th at every first
born mal e shou l d be se t a si de for the study o f th e
Law ( i .c. J ewi sh l i terature ) . H is cours e of stud ies
from th e age of five i s care fu l l y l a id down . The
teachers were to devo te th emse lve s ent i re l y to th e i r
p ro fe ss i on . The ri tua l u sed by the Engl i sh J ews

,

a l though i n the main i den t i ca l wi th the North-French
,

yet h ad some l ocal var iat ion s
,
and both d iffered in

many deta i l s f rom that i n u se among the J ews of
Germany .

Among Dr . J o seph J acobs’ many servi ces t o th e
study o f P re-E xpu l s ion Angl o-J ewish h i s to ry has been
h i s p iec ing together o f th e sto ry of J ew i sh l i te rature
i n England during th e ear ly per iod .

“ I h ave come
to th e concl u si on , he wr i te s, “ th at dur ing the la st
th i rd o f the twel fth cen tu ry th e E ngl i sh J ews h el d
th e l ead i n Sp i r i tua l a nd l i terary act iv i ty among the
I srae l i te s o f North e rn E urope . I h ave d iscovered
among th em

,
as I th ink

,
a who le school o f Ma ssor ites

and grammar i ans
,
a coup le o f re l i g iou s poets, a wr i te r

on astronomy, several exegetes o f impor tance .

I t shou ld not surpr i se u s th at th e J ews o f E ngland
shared In the sp i r i tua l h egemony wh i ch h e r pos i t ion
as head o f th e Angevin Emp ire gave Engl and at the
end o f th e twe l f th c entury ove r a l l th e Romance
speaking na t ions of Europe .” 1 Th i s c l a im i s too h igh

,

bu t th e twe l fth cen t u ry was an i l l uminat ing period
in J ewi sh l i teratu re

,
and i n the general movemen t

Anglo-J ewry took par t . The l i terary rena i s sance
1 “ Angevin England , p . v.
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I t must be added , howeve r , tha t most author i t i e s
d i spute the ident i ty o f th e Engl i sh B erachyah with
the ce l ebrated fabu l i s t . Deoda tus Ep iscopus was
th e au tho r o f an astronom ica l work . Anglo-J ewish
au th o rs who flou r i shed later were Berech i ah de
N i co l e ( Linco ln ) , rabbi o f Li nco ln , and an author i ty
on r i tua l ma t t ers ; Aaro n of Can terbu ry, an exegete
and dayan ; E l i as o f London , th e ch i ef P resbyter who
bearded th e E ar l o f Cornwal l ; J acob ben J udah o f
London

,
poet and au thor o f E z‘z C/zay im,

a book o n
the r i tua l Me i

‘ r of Norwich
,
a l i tu rgi ca l poet . Hagin ,

th e ch ief P re sbyter a t the t ime o f th e Expu l s ion, t rans
l ated Ib n Ezra’s astro l ogica l works i n to Fren ch

,
and

L
’

Inzag e o
’
u Mona

’
e
,
a Fren ch cosmograph ica l work

,

i n to H ebrew . A l arge number o f these Anglo-J ewi sh
scho lars were re la t ed

,
and a genea l og ica l t ree has

been cons t ructed by D r . J oseph J acobs, 1 and supp l e
mented by D r . D . Kauffmann .

2

The J ews d id no t keep the i r l e arn ing to themse lve s
and i n the happ ier per i od they h ad schoo l s at Oxfo rd ,
fo r i n stance , where Chr i st i an scholars stud i ed H ebrew
and oth e r subj ect s . On th e Expu l s ion many of the
H ebrew books were taken away by th e fug i t ives

,

but some remain ed beh ind . These came i n to the
hands of E ngl i sh scho l ars , among o thers Roger
B acon . At h i s death h i s Hebrew l ibrary passed in to
the possess io n o f th e Franci scan Fri ars .

Anglo-Jewish Dur ing the per iod dea l t wi th i n the p reced ing pages,
“omend a’me’ surnames , in the modern sense o f the term ,

were of
cou rse unknown . Mere personal names were , how
ever , insu ffic ien t to iden t i fy ind ividual s, and ex

p lanatory addi t ions— wh ich in l at er generations
ch rystal l ised in to inher i ted su rnames—were to be
found a t tach ed to th e p ersona l names . I n Angl o
J ew ish nomenc l atu re r ep resen tat ives o f fou r c l asses
i n to wh i ch surnames may be d ivided are to be found .

1 The London Jewry . 2
]ew islz Quar ter ly Rev iew , vo l . i i i .
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P atronym i cs
,
such as Aaron fi l I saac

,
Abraham fil Pa t ronym ics

Rabbi
,
Abraham fi l Mur ie l

,
&c. , were numerousf gfngf

k'

O th e r re lat i onsh i p s were exp l a ined by such names
as Aaro n fra te r Leon i s de Dunstapl e , Abraham gener
E l i e

, Avigay uxor J acob , An na mate r Lumb ard i .
O f l o cal names a l so a great numbe r are to be me t
wi th ; among o thers , Aaro n de Co lcestre , Amiot de
Excestre

,
I saac de Joueigny, Ysaac de Russ i e

,

Deu lecresse de Danemarcia (Ardennes), Josce de
Domo S amson , Cok de Domo Ab rah e . Occupat io ns
and o ffi ces were des ignated i n th e names Abraham
Gabbai (th e treasu re r o f a synagogue) , Abraham le

Vesq (Cohen) , Abrah am P ernas ( th e p res i den t of a
congregat ion ) , Benj am in Mag i ste r ( a schoo lmaster ) ,
I saac Med icu s

,
I saac Magi s te r Puero rum

,
Moses

Nakdan
,
&c . The four th class

,
descr ip t ive n ames

and n icknames
,
i n c l ude s Bened ict P arvus

,
Bened i ct

Lengus , Deudone cum ped ibus tor t i s
, Duz e l ina

vidu a Mossy cum naso
,
I saac le Gros

,
I saac S enex ,

Mosse J uven i s , &c. Ear l y Angl o -J ewi sh names
proper we re for th e most part b ib l i ca l

,
a l th ough i n

many instances th ey we re rende red by Lat i n or
French equ ival en ts . O f th e se th ere are

,
fo r i n stance

,

Deodatus (Nath an ie l or E lchanan) , Josceus and

Josce ( J o seph) , Vivard, Vive lo t , Vives and Hag i n

(Chajim) , Deu lecresse and Cre sse (Deus eum cresca t
,

Geda l iah) , Bend it and Bened ic t (B erachyah and
Baruch ) , He lye (E l i a s) , Biket (a d im in u t ive o f
Rebecca) , Deudone ( J onath an) , Deulab enie (B erach

yah ) , S erfdeu (Obad iah ) , Deulesa l t ( I sa i ah ) , and
many o ther s .

AUTHOR IT IES —J. Jacobs , “The Jews of Angev in Eng land
,

The London Jew ry, Eng land (“ J ew ish
Eng l ish Massorites and Be rech iah Naqdan (j ewi s/z Qua r ter ly

Revi ew ,
vo l . B . L . Ab rah ams ,

“The E x p u ls ion of the Jews
from Eng land I . Ab rah ams ,

“ J ew ish L ife in the Midd le
Ages H . Ad le r, “ The Ch ie f Rabb is of England ”

(P nol ica t ions of Me Ang l o
-j ewi r/z H i s tor i ca l E rnioi t ion

,
1 8 8 8 ) ;

H
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B . L . Ab rahams
,

“ The Exp u l s ion of the Jews from Eng land
( j ew i sl i Qua r ter ly Rev i ew

,
vol . M . F r ied lande r

,
Ib n E z ra

in England ” (Transa ct ions , j ew i s/z Hi stor i ca l S oci ety , vo l .

D . Kaufl
’

mann
,

“ Th e Ri tua l of Eng land befo re 1 290
”
(j ew i sl z

Qua r ter ly Rev iew , vo l s. i i i .
,
iv . , and S . S inge r , “ Ea r l y

T rans la t ions and Trans la to rs of the Jew ish L i t u rgy in Eng land
(Transa ct i ons , ]ew is/z H i s tor ica l S ociety , vo l . A. N e uba ue r ,
“ Eng l ish Ma ssori tes ” (j ew i sl t Qua r ter ly Review , vo l . J . M .

R igg
,

“ Th e J ews of Eng land in the Th i r teen t h Cen t u ry ” ( j ew i s/z
Qua r ter ly Rev iew , vo l . xv .) An t h ony 21 Wood , “ The H is to ry and
An t iqu i t ies of th e Un ive rsi t y of O xfo rd ” ; F ranc is Peck , “ The
An t iqu a r ian Anna l s of S tamfo rd ” “ J ew ish Encyc loped ia , a r t icl e ,
Be rech ia h b en N a t ron a i K re sp ia Ha Nakdan.

”
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CHAPTER X I I I

THE M IDDLE PER IOD

( 1 290—1 5 50 )

FOR l ong the op in i on was he ld , t hat w i th th e ex
patr iat i on of the J ews o f Engl and by E dward a l l

connect ion o f the J ews wi th tha t coun try came to a
c l os e , and tha t fo r the three an d a ha l f centu r i e s
fo l lowing th e Exp ul s i on no J ew touche d Engl i sh
ground . S uch a view has , however, now been p roved
i n co rrect . S o far from the tru th i s i t

,
that i n stead of

a to t a l exc l us ion o f J ewry from Engl and
,
h ard l y a

year seems to h ave p asse d be tween th e Expu l sion
and th e Reset t l emen t i n wh i ch o ne o r more J ews,
oft en p ro fess i ng J uda i sm , cou l d not be fo und i n th e
coun try e i the r as wayfarers o r a s set t l e r s . On th e
o th er hand

,
however , un t i l th e re ign o f Char l es I . no

o rgan ised commun i ty appears to have ex is ted
,
and

in terp re t ing th e wo rd J ewry i n that sen se rather th an
as the h aphazard gath er ing o f individua l J ews

,
one

i s j u s t i fied in say ing that th e h i story of th e J ews i n
Engl and c lo sed in 1 290, no t to be re sumed unt i l 1 65 5 ,

Leavi ng th e quest ion o f an organ i sed commun i ty Probable sur
as ide

,
however

,
and con s ider ing mere ly th e case o fEigfis

‘

fié
hc

i nd ividua l J ews , th e quest ion a t once ar i se s whether
th e Expu l s ion o f 1 290 inc l uded every member o f
t h e commun i ty . Al th ough no defin i te evidence can

be found o f the tarry ing o f J ews afte r th e bu l k o f
the i r co-re l ig i on i s t s had departed

,
th e E ngl i sh expu l

s ion , i f i t h ad been comp le te , wou ld have d iffered from
al l S im i l ar t r i bu l a t i ons o f th e J ews e l sewhe re . I t is
beyond the l im i t s o f poss i b i l i ty fo r a l l th e members
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of a race wi th out a so l i tary excep t ion to be o f th e
mou l d of marty rs . The great maj o r i ty o f the J ews
o f Engl and

,
l i ke , fo r in stance, th e who fo l l owed

th e l ead o f the state sman I saac Abravane l in th e
exodus from S pa in two hundred and two years l ater,
d id no t h es i ta te to . pre fe r th e l o ss o f al l tempora l
advan tages, of th e comfor t th at t o most peopl e mean s
the who l e o f l i fe

,
to re sume th e i r weary and endl ess

p i lgr image , rath er than to accept what they con

s idered aposta sy, o r even a s secret-J ews to rende r
l ip-servi c e to a creed w i th wh i ch in th e i r heart s they
h ad no sympathy . To the Engl i sh J ew of the th i r
t eenth cen tu ry the me re fo rma l i ty of bap t i sm mean t
th e c l ose of a l l h i s p erse cu t ion s . Desp i te th i s ove r
whelm ing temptat ion but few fe l l , and even from
among those few the re were con t i nual i nstances
o f revers ion to J uda i sm . The bu l k o f the J ews of
E ngl and prefe rre d ex il e to apostasy . As in th e case
o f Spa i n

,
however

,
t here can be l i t t l e doubt th a t a

m inor i ty
,
weaker i n wi l l and i n constancy, chose

bapt i sm rath er than th e te rro rs o f ban i shmen t
,
and

as Chr i st ian s
,
more or l ess s i ncere

,
rema i ned beh ind

and became gradua l l y l ost i n th e gene ra l popu la t ion .

The i n c reased number of i nmates o f th e H ouse of
Convert s at t h i s pe r i od suppor ts the vi ew here put
forward . The easte rn coun t ies have e spec ia l l y been
men t ioned as th e d i str i c t in wh ich Cryp to-J ews we re
to be found i n th e succeed ing cen tu ri es . At th e
same t ime the re i s a trad it ion th a t the Exp ul s ion of
1 290 was no t comp le te , and that i t was no t un t i l 1 35 8
that th e l ast ve st ige o f J uda i sm was driven from th e
coun t ry . Ox ford had many pr ivi l eges beyond the
ord i nary Engl i sh c i t i e s , and among them ,

i t ha s been
sugges ted

,
was th e permi ss ion to re ta in J ews wi th i n

th e l im i ts o f th e c i ty a fte r th e remainder o f the
count ry had been purged o f the Sem i t i c e l emen t .
A J ewi sh colony , i t is sa id , remained in Oxfo rd fo r
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expul s ion
,
confi scat ion

,
out rage

,
and murde r . B e

yond the ba re announcemen t o f th i s m i ss i on of s ix
J ews, no oth er men t ion i s to be found in th e su r
viv ing con temporary records . There i s n o reason
to bel i eve , however , that th e embassy was to any

exten t su cce ss fu l
,
o r th at th e h earts o f the E ngl ish

and the i r ru l e rs so ftened towards the he lo ts o f
Chr i stendom .

1

Among th e opportun i t i es afforded J ews for v i s i t
ing and even set t l ing in E ng land undetected was

th e p resence in th e coun t ry o f the I ta l i an money
changers or u surers . The Cahors ins al though th e
fi rs t were not th e on ly Ch ri s t ian fin an c i e r s who
acted as th e banke rs o f mediaeva l E ngl and . Even
before th e departure o f th e J ews

,
th e te rm Cahorsin

h ad come to des ignate no t mere ly money-changers ,
origina t ing from Cahors

,
bu t th o se coming from

Lat in E urope genera l l y . In th e fourteen th centu ry
th e te rm Lombards had become synonymous with
Cahors in and denoted th e same c la ss i n th e com
mun i ty . I f th e su sp i c ion s expres sed by the Commons
in 1 376 were j ust ifiab l e , th ese Lombards were even
more hete rogeneou s than the widest i n te rp re tat i on
o f the term re in forced by Caho rs in wou ld suggest .
They were accused o f harbour ing Saracen s and sp ies
i n th e i r m idst , and the Commons even wen t furthe r
and stat ed tha t J ews a l so took re fuge unde r th e c l oak
o f Lomb ardism . The o fficia l con t ro l o f fi nanc ia l and
commerc ia l Operat i on s was a t th e t ime l ax , and l i tt l e
offic ia l d ifficu l ty wou l d have been found by J ews i n
E ngland masquerad ing as Lombards . So fa r a s th e
k ing was conce rned the comp la int s o f the Commons
passed unheeded

,
and any J ews that may have fo rmed

the bas is o f th e su sp i c i on s rema ined wi thou t mo lesta
t ion .

O f the few and scan ty records o f J ewi sh v i s i to rs to
1 MSS . Ha rgrave 1 79, fo l . 295 .
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E ngl and during th i s p er i od th ere ex i sts one re l at i ng
to Sol omon Levi

,
a fter h i s convers i on Pau l o f Burgo s, Pau l of Burgos .

former rabb i , archb i shop , s ta t esman , and persecutor
o f the J ews . S o lomon Levi , po ss ib ly a descendan t
o f one o f the refugees o f 1 290, wh i l e st i l l a J ew vi s i ted
London

,
and i n an extant l e t te r o f h i s

,
dated from

th at c i ty , h e comp la i ned o f h is i so la t i o n from co

re l ig ion i s t s . The next re fe rence i s to on e
,
descr ibed

a s a J ew i n h i s safe conduct t o come to Engl and
,

who trave l l ed accompan i ed by ten se rvants, the exact
n umber

,
i t has been noted

,
requ i red for th e quorum

for serv i ce accord i ng to th e J ewi sh r i tes . The ki ng,
H enry I V . , who before ascend ing th e E ngl ish th rone
h ad come i n contact wi th J ews on the Cont inen t

,
was

wel l acqua i n ted wi th th e repu tat io n th e ra c e had
acqu i red i n th e p ract i ce o f medi c i ne . Henry

’s h eal th
dec l ined towards th e c l ose o f h is l i fe

,
and as h e fa i l ed

to obta in re l i e f fr om nat ive prac t i t i oners, Dr . E l ia s
S abot o f Bol ogna , who had p robab ly e arned a reputa Jewish
t io n for sk i l l i n medi c i n e , was sen t for, and as a J ew Ffigggfi ,

gi ven a sa fe conduct and perm i ss i on to trave l o r set t l e
in any par t o f the co un try . S abot arr ived in E ngland
in Two years l ate r anothe r phys i c ian

,
Dav id

d i Nigare l l is of Lu cca , strongly susp ected o f J uda i sm
by h i stori ans , fo l l owed h im to th i s country . Nigare l l is

had an annu i ty granted h im by th e k i ng
,
and wa s al so

favou red wi th natu ral i sat i on as an Engl i sh subj ec t .
The paten t o f natural i sa t ion accorded Nigare l l is fu l l
r i gh ts, inc l ud i ng th ose o f ho ld ing l ands and

advowsons . The l ast-men t i oned grant suggests tha t
Nigare l l is was not a J ew ,

at any rate by re l i g i on
,
a t

t hat date . I f h e were h e was certa in l y the fi rs t o f

1 Dr . S imonsen ident ifies th is medireva l physician wi th E l ij ah Be’

e r ben
S habbe tha i , who on accoun t of his sk i l l was crea ted a Roman ci t i z en.

E l ijah was pr iva te phys ician to Pope Ma r t in V . and h e ld a s imi la r ap
po intment unde r h is successo r , Eugene I V . In the agreement d rawn up
be tween the Pope and the I ta l ian Jews i n 1 443 , E l ijah acted as one of the

representa tives of the la t te r .
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that fai th to acqu i re Engl ish c i t izen sh i p . Anothe r
J ewi sh doctor has been traced in E ngland at th e same
per iod . Al i ce

,
th e wi fe o f S ir Richard Wh i t t ington ,

the famous Lord Mayor
,
having fa l l en i l l

,
her husband

obtained the roya l p erm iss ion to invi te a J ewish docto r
o f th e south o f France to come to E ngland to at tend
to h er . Accord ingl y

,
i n 1 409, Ma is t re S ampson de

Mierb eawe j udeu s was granted pe rm i ssio n for one
year to sett l e , t rave l , and pract i se h i s pro fession in

any par t o f th e ki ngdom .

Conve rts from S t i l l ear l i e r the re had been some convers ion s from
“dam“ J uda ism other th an those to be men tio ned in th e next

chap ter in connect ion with th e Domus Conversorunz .

I n 1 3 58 a pens ion was bes towed upon Joh n de
Cas te l l o on h i s abj ur ing J udai sm . I n s im i l ar c i rcum
stan ces pen sions were con fe rred ou Richard de C ic i l ia

( 1 389) andW i l l i am P i e r s I n 1 42 1 one J ob , an
I ta l i a n apoth ecary

,
and h is son John ,

be ing found in
th e count ry

,
h ad to accep t bap t i sm before rece iving

na tura l i sa t io n . From that date un t i l a lmo st th e c l o se
o f the fi fteen th cent u ry a c loud de scends on th e do ings
o f J ews in E ngl and

,
but from occas iona l o rato r i ca l

a ttacks 0 11 J ewry dur i ng that per i od we may deduce
tha t a l though noth ing i s heard of them , E ngland was
no t al togeth er free from J ews . We a re to l d , fo r
instance

,
tha t in 1 428

“ th e J ews o f Ab ingdon per
fo rmed an i n ter l ude before H en ry V I .

,
1 and we hea r

o f one Masse Sa lman , who was sher i ff o f Southampton
in 1 489. He might have been a member o f the race .

A J ewish paren tage was a l so at tr i buted to the p re
tender P erk in Warbeck

,
an at t r ibu t ion wh ich

,
whe ther

tr ue or fa lse
,
at any rate suggest s th at such a parentage

was no t rendered imposs ib l e by th e ent i re absence o f
J ews from the coun try .

The final act of Span i sh pe rsecut ion
,
when

J ews, men , women , and ch i ldren , were cast forth
1 Mr. S idney Lee in l e Times , Nov. 1 , 1 883 .
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and H enryVI I I . ’s d ivorce .
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of secre t J ews d id co l l ec t in var i ou s town s
,
and that

they met on the usua l occas i ons for d iv i ne servi ce
,
but

i t i s most improbab l e th at the pr ivacy o f th ese serv i ces
was no t mo s t st r i ct ly guarded

,
or that the serv i c es

were known beyond th e nar row ci rc l e o f th e re fugees .
In the fo l l owing re ign J uda i sm and th e J ewi sh l aw
came in to very con s iderabl e p rom inence . Henry
V I I I . , who h ad m a r r ied Ca th er i ne o f Aragon , h i s
brother’s widow , and l i ved wi th her fo r many years ,
in 1 5 29 d i scovered doubts con cern i ng th e l egi t imacy
of th e marr i age

,
and became anxiou s fo r a d ivorce .

The var iou s po l i t ica l i nfluence s at work rendered th e
l eg i t imate sa t i s fac t ion o f H enry’s demands ext reme l y
d ifficu l t, i f n ot unat tainab l e . Al l th e app l i cat ion s o f
H enry

,
fo rt i fied by th e Op in ion o f th e maj o r i ty o f th e

un i vers i t i e s of Eu I'Ope , were w i thou t ava i l on th e
Pope

,
who supported h i s refu sa l s by th e Mosa i c code

,

wh ich pos i t ive l y enj o ined such un ions i n ce rta i n
c i r cumstances . I n th e m idst o f th e content i on such
a marr i age took p l a ce among th e J ews o f I ta ly

,
and,

havi ng so d i rec t an ap p l i ca t i on to th e s ta te o f a ffa i rs i n
England, i t was du l y repo rted to al l th e c our ts repre

sen ted i n I ta ly . Henry and h i s advi sers immediate l y
saw th e va l ue o f J ew ish ev idence and th e necess i ty o f
support ing th e i r case by rabbin i c Op in i ons . The v iews
o f learned Jews,pro fess ing and converted , were co l l e cted
f rom al l p arts o f th e Con t inen t

,
and from severa l o f

them wri tten op in ions ob ta i ned . O f th ese , tha t o f
Mark Raphael o f Ven i c e at tract ed most attent ion , and
th e autho r was persona l ly i nvi ted to come to E ng land .

The Op in i on o f Raphae l was app arent l y con s idered o f
grea t we igh t

,
for s t renuous effo rt s were made by th e

o ther par ty to the con t roversy to ga in h i s adhes i on .

N o t on l y was an office in the serv i ce o f th e Pope
o ffered to Raphae l

,
but an attempt was made to br ibe

h is unc l e , Father Franc is, a l so a conve rted J ew,
wi th

a card ina l’s hat . These effor t s fa i l ing , an a t tempt ,
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engi n eered by th e Span ish ambassado r a t Rome , was
made to way lay th e unc l e and neph ew 0 11 th e i r
j ou rney to E ngland . Th is , however , a l so fa i l ed , and

both arr ived safe ly i n London ear ly in 1 5 3 1 . The
case fo r th e d ivorce was th en p l aced i n a l l i t s bea r i ngs
befo re th e l earned J ew

,
who took some t ime to con

s ide r h i s de c i s ion . Raphae l ’s re sponse was as fo l The views o f
l ows “ That th e Queen ’s marr iage ough t no t to be Ma rk Raphae"
d i sputed or d i sso lved

,
bu t

,
n everth e l e ss, that th e K ing

may and can very wel l take another wi fe conj o i n t l y
wi th h i s fi rst . Al though th e K ing’s marr iage wi th th e
w idow of h i s brother was a true and l eg i t imate act

,

ye t h e does no t s ty l e h imse l f p roper l y h usband o f th e
Queen

,
inasmuch as ac cord i ng to ( J ewi sh ) l aw th e

p oster i ty i ssu ing from such a u n ion i s asc ri bed to th e
fi rs t h usband ; and as i t wou ld be un reasonabl e
that , i n o rder to pr ese rve th e n ame and race of th e
deceased, th e su rvivo r shou ld be preven ted from
hav ing po ster i ty o f h i s own and bear i ng h is name

,
th e

Law a l lows i h im to take anoth er w i fe .
” Henry was

n ot a l toge th er sat i sfied wi th th i s dec i s i on
,
and to l d

Raphae l th at h e must devi se some o ther means of
gett ing h im out o f h i s d ifficu l ty . Raphae l thereupon
set to work aga in

,
and gave th e fo l lowing rev i sed

respon se I t i s a l l owab l e fo r a man to take to w i fe
th e widow of h i s broth e r

,
provided h e do i t ou t o f h i s

own desi re an d wi l l , and wi th th e d i rect i n ten t io n of
p rocur ing descen t to h i s broth er ’s l ine . W i th ou t such
m a rked int en t ion th e marr i age i s fo rb idden by D iv ine
Law . God sai d so by th e mou th of Moses

, and cast
H i s ma l ed i ct ion o n al l tho se who ma rr ied w i th ou t
such an i n ten t i on , for i f they d i d so ma r ry

,
no genera

t i on cou ld sp ri ng fo rth from them , and i f any i t cou ld
no t la st l ong . Raphae l deduced from the absen ce o f
any su rv iv ing ma l e he i r to H enry and Catherine tha t
H enry cou l d not h ave marr i ed wi th the above exp ress
i n ten t i on

,

“ and con sequ en tl y h i s marr i age i s i l l eg it i
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mate and inva l id . Raphae l re ta ined th e favou r o f
Henry . He was attached to th e court

,
and rece ived

many p re sen ts and favours .
S ome ten years l ater

,
in 1 542, th e presence o f J ews

in th e country was rep or ted to th e Pr ivy Counc i l
,
who

d i rected tha t a l i s t o f th e suspects sh ou l d be drawn
up . The l i st , unfortu nate ly , has been l o st , and no
record o f fu rther act i on

,
beyond arrest s, can be

found . I n 1 547 the d i st i ngui sh ed conve rt, J ohn
I mmanuel Treme l l ius, vi s i ted the coun try . At th e in
vi tat ion of Archb ishop Cranmer

, Treme l l ius, i n com
pany with P eter Martyr , s tayed a t Lambeth P a l ace .
Two years la te r h e was appo in ted “ King’s reader o f
H ebrew ” at Cambr idge , and in 1 5 5 2 made P rebendary
o f Car l i s l e . On the death of E dward V I . Treme l l ius

l e f t E ngland
,
bu t pa id anoth er vi si t t o th e coun t ry

about 1 565 . The next re fe rence to a J ew appears
under th e date 1 550, when Ferd inando Lopes, a J ewi sh
phys i c i an l i v i ng i n S t . Hel ens , London , wa s arrested
and tr i ed before th e Lord Mayo r fo r a ser iou s offence

,

and u l t imate l y ban i sh ed the coun t ry .

AUTHOR ITIES —L. Wo l f, “ The Midd le Pe r iod of Ang lo-Jew is h
H is to ry, 1 290

—1 6 56 (P ub l i ca t ions of the Ang lo
-j ewi s/i Hi stori ca l

E x l zi oi t i on ,

“ Ca lenda r of S ta te Pape rs ” S ir J . H . Ramsay,
“ Jews in Eng land ” (Academy , Jan . 27 , S idney L . Lee ,
Jews in Eng land ” (A cademy , Ma rch 1 8 , 1 88 2, and Feb . 3 , 1 8 8 3 )
I . Ab ra hams,

“ Pa u l of Bu rges in London ”
(Tr ansa ct i ons , j ew i s/t

H i stor i ca l S oci ety , vo l . Pa u l of Bu rges in London ”
(j ew i s/t

Qua r ter ly Rev i ew , vo l . x i i . , 1900 ) A. We ine r
,

“ Jew ish D oc to rs
in Eng land in the Re ign of H enr y IV .

”
( j ew i s/t Qua r ter ly

Rev i ew
,

vo l . xv i i i . , D . S imonsen, D r . E l ias S abo t
( j ew i s/t Qua r ter ly Rev i ew , vo l . xv ii i . , E . N . Ad le r, Au to
de Fé and Jew,

”
ch . v i . (j ew i s/i Qua r ter ly Rev i ew

,
vo l .

N icho las Pocock , Reco rds of the Re fo rma t ion ” G . H .

Leona rd , “ The E xpu ls ion o f the Jews by E dwa rd I .” D ic t iona ry
of Na t iona l B iog rap h y

,

”
a r t ic le , “ J . E . Treme l l ius .

’
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po l icy o f br i bes to wh ich th e S ta te was an act ive
party

,
however

,
the Church had every th ing to gai n

and the S tate noth ing .

The establ i shmen t by th e Domin i cans, ass i sted by
the ki ng

,
o f a h ouse for the recept i on o f conve rt s in

th e heart o f Oxford J ewry about 1 2 2 1 has a l ready
been no ted . Three yea r s be fo re th e death of J ohn

,

in 1 2 1 3 , a s im i l ar ins t i tu t i on was establ i sh ed in

S outhwark , where a re lat i ve l y con s iderabl e J ewi sh
co lony was then to be found . The foundat i on was
pure l y re l ig ious . I t was establ i shed by R ichard

,

P r io r o f Bermondsey , i n h onour o f S t . Thomas, and
adj o ined th at monaste ry . The exampl e set by th i s pr io r
was fo l l owed twen ty years l a ter by th e k ing

,
Henry I I I . ,

who establ i shed th e “ Domus Conversorum
,
or

House for Conve rts i n th e N ew S tr ee t now known
as Chan ce ry Lane . The house o f a r i ch J ew

,
recen t ly

come i n to th e possess i on of th e c rown
,
wa s the nucl eu s

o f the new i n s t i tu t i on . The surround ing l and in
t h e posse ss i on o f th e c rown was added to i t . The
structura l a l te rat ion s and exten s ion s n ecessary , in
c l ud ing the erect io n o f a chape l , were a l l carr ie d ou t
at th e roya l expen se

,
and the k ing

,
moreove r, pro

mised to devote to the same pu rpo se “ a l l o the r
escheats coming in to o u r hands i n London or i n
the suburb of London . The i n st i tut ion was th u s
from the first boun t i fu l l y endowed . The House was
ready fo r occupat i o n ear ly in 1 233 , when seve ra l
convert s we re a l ready awa i t i ng adm is s io n . These ,
to whom gran t s we re made for c l o th ing

,
may h ave

been th e men who were engaged i n prepar ing the
bu i l d ing for o ccupat ion

,
fo r i t appears tha t they were

themse lve s al so conver ts . A custo s or warden was
appo int ed in th e pe rson of Wal ter

,
to whose o ffice

an adequate s t i pend was a t tached . The House
,
when

fu l l , accommodated about fo rty inmates, and i t was
cu stomary in add i t i on to a l l ow pens ions to o th ers .
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The establ i shmen t o f th e House aroused some
enthus i asm . Mat th ew P ar i s

,
wr i t ing at the t ime

,

record s that H en ry bu i l t th e House and Chape l “ for
the ransom of h i s sou l and that o f h i s fath er, King
John

,
and a l l th e ir ancesto rs . To th i s H ouse con

ver ted J ews ret i red , l eav ing th e i r J ew i sh b l i ndne ss ,
and had a home and a safe re fuge for th e i r who l e
l ive s

,
l i v ing under an honourabl e ru l e

,
with suffi c ien t

sustenan ce wi thou t se rvi l e work o r the p rofit s of
usury . S o i t h app ened that i n a shor t t ime a l a rge
number were co l l ected there . And now

,
be ing bap

t iz ed and i n s t ructed in th e Ch r i st i an l aw ,
t h ey l ive

a pra i seworthy l i fe u nde r a Governor spec ia l l y
appo in ted . The h igher c l ergy genera l ly to ok a
deep inte re st in th e in st i tut ion

,
whose endowmen t

was supp lemented by l egac i e s bes ides fur th e r roya l
gran ts .
I n add i t i on to th e warden

,
a ch ap l a i n was attach ed O fficia l s o f

t o th e inst i tu t ion immediate l y on i t s estab l i shmen t
,

and fur ther chap l a i n s appo in te d sub sequent ly . I n
E dward I . ’s re ign , a new office, th at o f sub-warden or
presbyter , was created . Th is appo i n tmen t , wh ich was
re s i den t

,
and th e dut i es o f wh ich were connected wi th

the financ i a l adm in i s t rat ion
,
was due to th e l ax i ty

tha t had been d i sp l ayed i n th e admi n i s t rat ion o f the
“House . The i nmates were not on ly housed and fed
in add i t ion th ey were c lo thed

,
and rece ived al l owances

,

and i n st ruct ion i n th e tene t s o f Ch r i st i an i ty . At a later
date th e i r ch i l dren we re taugh t trades. The conver ts ,
who bore th e de s ign at i on “ Le Convers _ whence th e
modern Engl i sh su rnames o f Conve rs and somet imes
Conyers —were encou raged to enter th e Church

,
and

th e chap l ain was often h imse l f a conver t from Juda i sm .

The House o f Convert s was al so to some exten t a
h ouse o f study

,
i n wh i ch H ebrew l ea rn i ng was by no

mean s n egl ec ted . One o f th e inmates at a l a ter date
became the fir st pro fessor o f H ebrew at Oxford .



The form of

reception.

THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

N o record rema in s o f the procedure adopted in
London on the recep t io n o f a co nve rt . I n a l l p roba
b i l i ty i t d iffered but s l igh t ly , i f a t a l l , from th at i n u se
on the Con t ine n t . I n Rome th i s was as fo l l ows .
Un l e ss th e ci r c umstances were excep t i ona l

,
candidate s

for bapt i sm had to awai t th e Saturday i n Ho ly Week .

Then the conver t was c lo th ed in “ a mant l e o f wh i te
damask

,
h aving a l awn band on , and a sma l l s i lver

cro ss h angi ng abou t h i s neck . Then a card i na l
,

attended by th e Canon s o f th e Church (S t . J ohn
Lateran) , proceeds to b le ss the wa te r : after wh ich ,
th e person to be bapt i zed i s p resented to h im , by
h is godfathers , and makes a pub l i c dec la rat i o n tha t
he des i res bap t i sm : whereupon th e card i na l

,
cau sing

h im to l ean h i s breast upon th e fon t , p ronounce s the
usu a l form of words

,
and pours wate r on h i s h ead

,

wi th a l arge s i l ver spoon : wh i ch be i ng done the
p rosel y te proceeds wi th a l igh ted tape r i n h i s h and
to one of th e o rato r ie s and i s th ere confirmed ; th e
who l e conc l ud ing wi th a mass . We are

,
moreover

,

t o l d that J ewish conver t s as a r u l e wo re “ very rue fu l
v i sages . At the se bapt i sms di st i ngu ish ed personage s
and even th e king o ften ass i s ted

,
and occas iona l ly

th e roya l coup l e ac ted as god-parents to the newly
bap t ized .

The House does not appear to h ave been ent i re ly
devoted to the benefit o f conver ts

,
fo r a few years

a fter i ts estab l i shmen t the keepe r was d i rected to
admi t the Chr i st ian widow of a convert . S ome of th e
inma te s pu rsu ed th e i r o rd inary occupat i ons outs ide ;
for i n stance

,
in 1 238 , two , who were k ing

’s bowmen ,

h ad the i r neces sar i e s sen t to them at the Tower
,
where

they were stat ioned . In 1 265 th e Hou se was en larged ,
bu t w ith i n seven yea rs th e admin is trat ion h ad fal l en
into such d iso rder and so many abuse s had spru ng up ,
tha t a reorgan i sa t ion became a ne ce ss i ty . Comp la in t
h ad been m ade to th e k ing tha t th e inmates were
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remainder go ing to th e H ome
,
and to devote the p ro

ceeds o f th e pol l-tax l ev ied on p rofess i ng J ews to th e
upkeep o f th e House . The good i n tent io ns o f th e
k ing were

,
howeve r

,
to some exten t defeated by the

warden
,
who

,
rely i ng o n preceden t

,
r e fused to subm it

h i s accoun ts fo r aud i t , from wh ich refusa l may be
deduced the ch anne l into wh ich a port ion o f th e funds
d i sappeared . I n 1 290 anoth er c r i s is arr i ved i n th e
affa i rs o f the House . Again th e i nmates were starv ing .

The o rd inary income
,
i t was con tended , was insuffi

c ien t . Th i s was in c reased in response to th e appea l ,
and a regu lar paymen t o rdered . The inmates asked
that a keep er

,
who wou ld pay du e heed to the i r a ffai rs ,

sp i r i t ual and tempora l , shou ld be appo i nted . The
king d i rected the chance l l o r t o find a person su i tabl e
fo r th e Office .
W i th th e expu l s ion of the J ews from England , i t
m igh t reasonab ly have been expected that the days o f
th e inst i tu t ion’s u sefu l ness woul d be numbered , and
that i t cou ld not l ong su rvive th e expat r i at i o n o f the
J ews o f Engl and . The surm ise was

,
however

,
unfu l

fi l led . The House remained in ex i s tence un t i l th e
e igh teenth cen tury with a vary ing number of inmates

,

but unt i l 1 55 2 never to ta l l y devo id o f some o f J ewi sh
b i r th . As th e supp ly o f J ewi sh recru i ts became
weaker

,
app l ican t s for admi ss ion

,
otherwise qual ified

than by b i rth
,
were rece ived . Ar thur Antoe , “ a

Pagan born
,
bu t conver ted to th e fay th o f Ch r is te

J esu s
,

” p resumab ly an Amer ican I ndi an
,
who wa s

adm i tted in 1 605 was in al l p robab i l i ty one of these .
From the designa t i on s o f the J ewi sh converts we may
perhap s rece ive some h ints o f the re l i c s o f the Expu l
s ion

,
and of the p l aces in wh ich they were to be found .

Dur i ng th e centu r i es sub sequen t to 1 290 conve rts
were rece i ved at Chancery Lane , origi nat ing from
London

,
E xeter

,
Oxfo rd

,
Woodstock

,
Northamp ton

,

Le icester, Canterbury, Merton, W i n chester, S tamford ,
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Lincoln
,
B ury , Aru nde l , Norwich , Br is to l , N o t t ing

ham
,
and Cri cklade

,
a l l J ew i sh cen t res b efo re th e

Expu l s ion . I n 1 377 th e o ffi c e o f Warden was u n i ted Mas ter o f the
to th at o f Master o f th e Rol l s . The two offices had RO1P ”5 W“ :

den of the

for some years p rev io usl y been he ld j o i n t l y by th e “ DomUS

same person . The first l ayman to ho ld th e o ffice was
Thoma s Cromwe l l

,
appo i nted in 1 5 34 . The inmates

dur ing th e pe r i od subsequen t to 1 290 i nc l uded E l i za
beth

,
daughte r o f Rabb i Moses

,
ep iscopus ]zulworunz,

o the rwi se descr ibed as l evesgue a
’
es f i l es de France ci

cla l uza zgne ( th e Bi shop of th e J ews of France and
Germany ) , who entered th e H ouse i n 1 399, ten years
l a ter marr i ed David P o l e

,
a c i t izen and ta i l o r o f th e c i ty

o f London
,
but rema ined a pen s ioner and inmate o f the

H ouse for another seven years . I n 1 409 J ohanna and
her daugh ter Al i ce

,
l ate ly J ew i sh “ miscreants

,

” of th e
roya l c i ty o f Dartmouth

,
where th ey had apparen t l y

been engaged i n bus iness, were admi t ted . I n 1 57 8 ,
afte r th e House had been devo id of co nver ts fo r twe n ty
S ix years, Jehuda (N athan ae l ) Menda was admi t ted .

He came from th e Barbary S tate s
,
and had been

res iden t S ix years in London before h i s convers i on .

The scene attending th i s even t i n 1 577 was remark
abl e . In th e Church of Al l-Hal lows , Lombard S t ree t ,
Menda

,
who was both a H ebra i s t and a b i b l i ca l Foxe and

scho l ar , read a long statement i n Span i sh exp l a i n ing
Mend“

h i s convers ion . The statemen t was fo l l owed by a
famous se rmon by J ohn Foxe

,
the martyro l ogi s t

, De

Ol iva Eva ng el ica , wh ich t ook four hours i n del ivery .

S ir Franc i s Wal s ingham ,
the S ec re tary o f S ta te

,
who

had been anxio u s to be presen t, was p reven ted by
i l lness

,
and Foxe immediate ly repa i red to h i s hou se

and repea ted the sermon for h i s benefit . Menda
’

s

statemen t wa s t ransl ated i nto E ngl i sh and pub l i sh ed
,

and
,
togeth e r w i th th e sermon , c i r c u l ated w ide l y , th us

se rving to at tract p ub l i c atten t ion to J ewish matte rs
,

and ind i rect ly caus ing th e many J ewi sh re fe rences
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that from th at t ime began to appear in E ngl i sh
l i teratu re . The presence of Menda and a co l l eague ,
For tunat i (Cooba) Ma ssa

,
i n th e House may very wel l

h ave been one o f the e l emen ts th at comb ined wi th
o th ers to sugges t to Mar l owe and to Shakespeare the
t reatmen t of J ewi sh top i c s .
I n 1 598 t he most d i s t ingu i sh ed o f th e inmates o f th e
House j o i n ed th e smal l c i rc l e of converts . Ph i l i p
Ferd inandus was bo rn i n Pol and about 1 555 . He
was fi rs t converted to Cathol i c i sm

,
but a fterwards

adopted P rotestant ism . A poo r studen t a t Oxford
Un ivers i ty

,
h i s knowl edge of H ebrew soon att racted

a t tent ion
,
and h e l ec tured i n severa l co l l eges . In

1 596 h e en te red Cambr idge U n ivers i ty, where a l so h e
taugh t H ebrew

,
and coun ted most o f the p ro fessors

among h i s pup i l s . S ho rt l y afte rwards, by th e in tro
d uct i on of h i s fr i end

,
th e noted Hebrai st

,
J oseph

Sca l iger
,
Ferdinandus was appo in ted P ro fe sso r o f

H ebrew at Leyden Un i ve r s i ty . I n 1 599 h e was an
inmate of the Domu s Conversorum . Wh i l e at Cam
br idge Ferd inandus pub l i sh ed a Lat in vo l ume con
ta i n ing th e 6 1 3 p re cep t s o f th e Mosa i c Law ,

together
w i th extract s from rabb in i ca l l i terature . A l ater
inmate

,
J a cob Wo l fgang (admitted was one o f

th e ear l i es t readers in th e th en n ewly-estab l i shed
Bodl e i an Library at Oxford . The l a st re ference to
an i nmate o f th e House appears under th e date 1 609.

In subsequen t years occas ional app l i cat ion s were
made fo r pens i on s by converte d J ews

,
the la s t o f

them by Hen ry Co t iga o i n 1 7 1 7 .

A l arge p roport ion of the convert s from Juda i sm who
found re fuge in th e Hou se duri ng the th ree hundred
and fi fty yea rs o f i ts act iv i ty came from abroad

,
many

from S pa in , where th e l o t o f J ewry was espe c ia l ly
fraugh t wi th t roubl e th roughout the whol e o f the
per i od . On th e o ther hand

,
a number o f the inmates

,

as has been po in t ed ou t
,
came from d i ffe rent pa rt s o f



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


CHAPTER XV

QUEEN E LIZABETH '

S JEW I SH PHYS I C IAN

( 1 5 8 1—1 65 0)

AMONG th e consequence s o f th e Reformat ion and th e
Revi va l o f Learn ing in England was a new in te re st ,
both l i terary and popu lar

,
in J ews . From the m iddle

o f th e s ixteen th cen tury repeated edi t ion s o f an Eng
l i sh t rans lat i on of J o seph b en Gorion (Josippon), th e
pseudo-J osephus—whose h i sto ry was curren t ly b e

l ieved to h ave been wri tte n fo r th e J ews
,
th at known as

J osephus be ing i n tended for the Romans—were ca l l ed
fo r and eager l y read . The pe0p1e newly i n troduced
to th e B ibl e were anxiou s to learn more o f those to
whom th at l i te rature i s d evoted . Th i s popu l ar in t eres t
in J ews was reflected by th e drama o f th e day . As

ear l y as 1 5 79 ment ion i s made o f a p l ay ,
“ The J ew

,

”

The Jew in th en be i ng pe rfo rmed i n London , and du ring th e
Engl i sh drama .

succeedmg gene rat i on h ard ly a year passed W Ithout

th e J ew being dep i cted on th e E ng l i sh st age . The
con t r ibut ions o f Mar lowe (c. 1 590) and S hakespeare

( 1 596) are wel l known . I n add i t i on there we re J ewi sh
characters in “ Th e Th ree Lad i es o f London by
Robert W i l son an anonymous p lay en t i t l ed
“ S e l imus

,

” “ Mach iave l lus “ J acke D rum ’

s

E nterta inemen t
” “ The Travel s o f th e Th ree

E ngl i sh Broth er s
,
d ramat i sed by J oh n Day

The J ew o f Ven i ce by Dekke r
,

“ The J ewish Gen t l e
man

” by R icha rd Brome
,
and “ Cu stoms of th e

Country ( 1 622 ) by Beaumont and Fle tch er . Misce l

laneous re fe ren ces to J ews and J ewish customs are
1 3 4
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a l so t o be found i n many other contemporary dramas . 1

Th i s i n te re st i n J ewi sh matters was no t confined to Engl ish
th e common peop l e , The study of H ebrew occasion $1823

° f

al ly
,
a s has been po in ted ou t

,
wi th th e ass i stance o f

J ewi sh p rofessor s
,
was pursued at the un ivers i t i e s

,
and

among the studen t s o f th at language were th e i l l-fated
Lady J ane Grey and Queen E l i zabeth . The l atte r
befo re h er access i on had shown great favou r to
Treme l l ius

,
and 0 11 h i s se cond vi s i t to E ngl and had

endeavou red to i ndu ce h im to rema in i n th e coun try .

The S i x teenth cen tu ry i n England saw rev iva l s o ther
th an those of l earn i ng and re l igi on . N ew energy and
l i fe we re a l so in t roduced in to i ndustry

,
and one bran ch

,

that o f m in ing
,
wh ich h ad en t i re l y fa l l en i n to d i suse ,

was revived and re i nvigorated wi th th e ass i st an ce o f
fo re ign sk i l l and fore ign exp er i en ce . By Hen ry V I I I .
J oach im Hoch ste tte r was inv i ted to E ngl and to under
take the deve lopmen t o f i t s m i nera l resou rces . His

operat ion s were c ont i nued for many years . I n 1 5 8 1

J oach im Gaunse o f P rague was conduct i ng m i n i ng A l ew deve lops
Operat i on s i n Cumberl and, where h e seems to h ave E

’

A
r

gjfi cj
"

.

taken th e p lace o f Hochste t te r
,
who h ad l o s t favour .

Gaunse
’

s su c cess at Keswick appears t o have been
such as to induce th e governmen t to en t rus t to h im
s im i la r work in S outh Wa les

,
where the m in i ng

industry was then be ing founded . For severa l year s
Gaunse was i n c on t ro l o f Opera t i on s i n bo th d i s
tricts . I n 1 5 89 h e was at Br i sto l , and i t i s th rough
h i s connect io n wi th that c i ty th at h i s val u e to our
story becomes appare n t . Accord ing to th e a ffidav i t
o f Ri chard Curteys , min i ster, th e l a tte r met Gaunse
th ere for th e pu rpose o f a “ con feren ce i n the Heb rew
tongue .

” I n th e course o f th e conversat ion Gaunse
den ied th e d iv in i ty o f J e su s . For th i s b l asph emy

1 Pa r t icula rs of t hese J ewish refe rences in the d rama t ic l i te ra tu re have
been ob tai ned from Mr. S idney Lee ’

s
“ E l i zabe than England and the

J ews.

"
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Gaunse was summoned before the mayor and alder
and is accused men

,
to whom he decl ared h imse l f to be a J ew born

o f heresy. at P rague , who d id no t “ b e l eeve any Ar t i c l e o f ou r
Chri s t i an fai th e for that h e was no t b rough te uppe
the rein .

” The case was too importan t fo r the l ocal
j us t i ces to dec ide

,
and Gaunse was sen t to London

to appear befo re the Pr i vy Counci l . O f the n ext
scene in London

,
however

,
no record ex i sts

,
and i t

i s unknown whether Gaunse was pun ished for h i s
avowal o f J uda ism

,
o r whethe r the influence o f Wa l

s i ngh am
,
who was wel l acqua in ted with Gaunse

’

s

se rvi ce s
,
was exerc i sed to secu re h i s l iberat i on .

I n E l izabethan Engl and th e ne ighbourhood o f
Houndsdi tch was st i l l , as i n th e day s o f the P l an ta
genets

,
th e fo re ign quarter o f the cap i t a l . Al i ens of

a l l d escr ip t i on s congregated there
,
and there i s ev i

dence that among the inhab i tan ts were J ews
,
e i th er

conve rted o r secre t
,
engaged i n the second-hand c lo th

ing and the pawnbrok ing bu sinesses . J ews were a l so
assoc iated wi th Engl i shmen i n th e Levan t trade

,
and

among the fash ionabl e docto rs o f th e coun t ry
,
most ly

fore ign
,
seem to h ave been membe rs o f th a t race .

One
,
J acob

,
was a t th e reque st o f th e queen admit ted

to the Co l l ege o f Phys i c i ans in 1 585 , and subsequen t l y
sen t by her to Russ ia to at tend the Tzar . Anoth er
J ewi sh docto r

,
Ferd i nando Lopes, as has a l ready been

men t ioned
,
had found h imse l f in t roub l e i n 1 5 50 . The

most i n terest ing o f al l the Anglo-J ewish doctor s of
th e per iod was

,
however

,
undoubted ly Roder igo

Lopez .
Roderigo Lop ez

,
a Por tuguese J ew

,
se tt l ed in Eng

l and in 1 5 59. He i s sa id to have been captured by
D rake dur ing one o f h i s an t i-S pan i sh forays , and to
h ave been brough t a pr i soner to Engl and . I i i th e
pract i ce o f th e p rofess ion of med ic ine Lopez speed i l y
at ta i n ed fame . He was th e first house physi c i an a t
S t . Bartho lomew’s Hosp i ta l

,
where a very h igh Op i n ion
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pretender to the th rone of Portuga l , and a fug i t ive from
S pan i sh persecut ion . An ton i o became the popu l ar
ido l

,
bu t as h e was unacqua in ted wi th any l anguage

but Po rtuguese
,
h is s tay i n Engl and wou l d have been

at tended by ser i ou s d i scomfort i f Lo pez had not con
sen ted to act a s in terp re te r . For a t ime Lopez b e
came very c l ose ly con nected wi th the househo l d o f
E ssex and Anton io . Causes o f d i spu te, however ,
arose between them

,
and th e atmosph ere was no t

c l ea red by a d i sc l osu re on th e part o f Lopez to
An ton io and oth e rs

,
of some p rofe ss i onal sec re ts con

cern i ng E ssex “ wh ich d i d d i sparage to h i s honour .”

O f Anto n i o's attendan ts
,
who a l so were d i ssat i sfied

wi th th e i r master’s behaviour
,
many were ve ry fr i e nd ly

with Lopez
,
even stay i ng at h i s house . These had

been app roached by emissar i e s o f the k ing o f S pai n
wi th inducemen ts to ge t r i d o f An ton io

,
who was st i l l

a cl a iman t to th e k ingdom of wh i c h Ph i l i p had taken
possess ion . The p l o t was d i sc l osed to Lopez, who
seems to h ave en tered i nto i t so fa r as to state th at
An ton io would not recover from h i s n ext i l lne ss .
Th i s was the most impo rtan t p i ece o f ev idence in
cr im inat i n g Lopez that was e l i c i t ed at th e subsequen t
t r i a l . At th e same t im e a suggest i on was made tha t
the death of E l i z abe th wou l d a l so cause considerabl e
p l easure to the Span i sh king . Th i s suggest io n Lopez
refused a l together to enter ta i n

,
and a l though h e d id

not d i rec t ly commun i cate i t to the queen or her
adv isers

,
Lopez l e t h in t s o f the movemen t drop i n

E l i zabeth
’s p resence .

Meanwh i l e th e con sp i racy was d i scove red by th e
Counc i l

,
th rough th e in st rumenta l i ty o f E ssex . Two

o f An ton i o ’s at tendan ts
,
one o f them s tay ing at th e

t ime wi th Lop ez
,
were arrested . From them th e

phys i c ian ’s connect i on wi th th e p l ot was l earn t , and
h e a l so was commi t ted to th e Tower . E ssex , anx ious
to impl i cate h im

,
personal ly searched h i s papers

,
but
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with no sat is factory resu l t s
,
and on h i s fai l u re to find

any incr im inat ing documents, h e was repr imanded by
th e queen as a “ rash and temerar i ou s youth to enter
i n to a matte r agains t the poor man wh i ch he cou ld
no t prove . Th is rep roof made E ssex a l l th e more
eage r to invo l ve Lopez i n th e ch arge o f t reason . That
wh ich th e search fa i l e d to secure was ob ta i ned w i th
d ifficu l ty by th e th reat o f to r tu re . To save h imse l f
immed ia te suffer ing , t h e o ld man made some sort of
con fess i on

,
af te rwa rds wi thdrawn . The tr i a l was h el d Tria l of Lope z .

with ou t de l ay . A sp ec i al ben ch was appo in ted in

p l ace o f the ord inary j udges . E ssex h imse l f p re
S id ed

,
and h i s co l l eagues wer e equa l l y p rej ud iced

aga in s t “ th e J ew, as h e was frequen t l y descr i bed
dur ing th e p roceed i ngs . Charges o f Span i sh mach i
na t ion were a lway s p l ea s ing to th e pop u l ace

,
who

were thus both po l i t i cal l y and re l ig i ou s l y p rej ud i ced
aga i n s t th e p r i so ner . The p rosec ut io n was l ed by
Coke

,
t h en S o l i c i tor-Genera l

,
who re fe rred to th e

accu sed as “ tha t v i l e J ew
,

” “ wi l y and coveto us ,
“ mercenary

,

” “ corrupt
,
&0. As a matter o f cou rse

Lopez was found gu i l ty
,
and sen ten ced to be h anged

and d rawn .

Before th i s sen tence cou ld be carr i ed out
,
h owever

,

an unexpected d ifficu l ty a ro se . Fo r some mon th s
th e queen cou ld no t be i nduced to S ign th e death
warran t . Very probabl y sh e fe l t con s iderabl e doubts
concern i ng th e j ust i ce o f th e who l e p ro ceedings . I n
th e meanwh i l e one of E ssex ’s part i sans was appo i n ted
Ch ie f J ust ice , and by h is persuas ion th e s ignatu re was
given . Lopez was hanged at Tybu rn on th e 7 th o f His fa te .

J un e 1 594 . The who l e affa i r c reated so much ex
c itement th at no l e ss than five o ffic ia l acco un ts

,
one

by Bacon
,
th en in th e servi c e o f E ssex

,
i n add i t i on to

numerous p r ivat e ones , were publ i shed . Al though
E l i zabe th had at l ength been i nduced to consen t to
the execu t ion

,
She d i d no t c l a im h er r igh t to th e con
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demned man ’s property . W i th th e excep t io n o f a
r i ng

,
sa id to h ave been given to Lopez by the k ing o f

S pain
,
wh ich E l i zabeth wore un t i l h e r death

,
she

al l owed th e widow to re ta i n the who l e o f her hus
band’s es tate .

E l iz abe th’s Th ree years be fore the execu t ion o f Lopez
,
E l i za

W ” beth gave a ve ry defin i t e p roo f o f h er sympath i e s
wi th J ews . A Sh ip-l oad o f Marranos or Crypto-J ews,
flee i ng from S pain

,
was cap ture d by th e E ngl i sh

,
and

th e passenger s brough t to London . Among those o n
Ma ria Nunes . board was Mari a Nufi es, a lady o f such beauty that

her charms immediate ly a t trac ted th e E ngl i sh capta in ,
a nob l eman

,
who offered to marry her . Mar i a and

h er compan ion s, however, had se t sa i l fo r th e p urpose
o f Open l y con fes s i ng J udai sm

,
and sh e was unwi l l ing

even fo r th e l ove o f an E ngl i sh nobl e any l onger to
remain a nom inal Ch ri st i an . Mar i a’s beau ty and
sto ry created a gre at sensat i on i n London

h and th e
queen was anxio u s t o meet th e he ro ine . ehe wa s

i nv i ted to an audi en ce
,
was befr i ended by E l i zabe th

,

who drove w i th her th rough th e st reet s o f th e cap i tal ,
and by her was , together wi th her compan i o n s, per
m i tted to sa i l fo r H o l l and , there to j o i n others who
had al re ady thrown o ff th e c l o ak o f Chr i st i an i ty . The
same year E l i zabeth , th rough her ambassado r at Con
stant inOple , successfu l l y u sed her influence to obta i n
the appo i n tment o f a J ew as V i ceroy of Wal l ach ia

,

and in 1 599 sh e was in co rrespondence wi th E sper
anza Ma l ch i , th e J ewi sh secre tary o f th e S u l tana o f
Turkeyfi , Furth er ev idence of th e ex i sten ce o f J ews
i n LondOn dur ing th e s ixteen th century i s affo rded by
Thomas Corya t , who , when i n Con stan t i nop l e i n 1 6 1 2 ,

vi s i ted “ th e house o f a cer ta i ne E ngl i sh I ewe ca l l ed
Amis

,
borne in th e Crootched Fr iars i n London , who

hath two si ste rs more of h i s owne Iew ish Rel ig ion
,

commorant i n Galata
,
who were l ikewi se borne i n the

same p lace .
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pr isonmen t o f i ts author by the Court of H igh Com
Imercomse miss i on . At th i s epoch th e commerce of Sp ain was
W l ‘h Ma rran° 5 ° almost ent i re l y i i i th e hands o f Marranos,

l and bus i
ne ss re la t i on s wi th England a t trac ted many secre t
J ews to these shores . I t i s a cu r i ous fact th at th e
charte r and l i s t o f freemen o f th e Anglo-S pan i sh
Trad ing Company in London

,
da ted 1 605 , has i t s

pages numbered wi th H ebrew chara cte rs . I n th e
l i s t s o f fore igners re si den t in London a t the beginn ing
o f the s ix teen th cen tu ry such names as Da Costa

,

Lopez, Al varez , Mendez , Meza , Casseres , afterward s
wel l known i n Anglo-J ewi sh annal s

,
cont i nual ly recur .

I t was no t unt i l 1 6 1 8 that th e E ngl ish vers i on of th e
S ta tu tum a

’
e P is tor i é us con ta ined th e c lause p roh ib i t

ing Chr i st i an s from buying meat o f J ews , and from
th i s i t ha s been deduced th a t abou t th at t ime th e
p resence o f J ews i n th e coun t ry became gene ra l l y
known . A few years l ater i t i s s tated in a t ract

,

“ The
Wander ing J ew Tel l i ng Fortunes to Engl i shmen

,

”

th at “A S to re o f J ews we h ave i n Engl and ; a few i n
Court ; many i

’ th e c i t ty ; more i i i th e country .

” I t
i s a l so noteworthy that the au thor d id no t hes i t ate
to c la im J uda i sm open l y , t h e better to succeed
i n h i s p ro fe ss i o n o f fo r tune-t e l l e r . A somewhat
S im i la r i n ci dent some years l ater was th e p re tended
adop t i on o f J uda i sm by a J esu i t

,
in order that by

be ing bapt ized h e m igh t obta in th e publ i c sympathy
necessa ry to h im i n th e furtheran ce of his des igns .
Outs ide o f London i t i s i n th e un ivers i ty towns th at

Jewish scho la rs t races o f J ews are to be found a t th i s per iod . In 1 608
m England “ J acob Barne tt was t each ing Hebrew at Oxford

,
where

he became acqua in ted wi th Casaubon , who was among
h is pup i l s . D evel op ing a fr i endsh ip for the young

1 A te rm appl ied to the Crypto-J ews o f S pa in and Po r tuga l , who , wh i le
ou twa rd ly confo rming to Ch ris t iani ty , in secre t cont inued the p ract ices
of Juda ism. These Ma l ranos were no t a l ways themse l ves conve rts from
Christ iani ty they were often the ch i ld ren or evenmore remo te descendants
of bapt iz ed Jews.
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J ew
,
Casaubon i nduced Barnet t to l i ve i n h i s house in Casaubon and

London . After a t ime Barnet t seemed to Show
tenden cy towards Ch r i s t i an i ty

,
and Casaubon

,
hop i ng

fo r h i s conve rs ion
,
sen t h im back to Oxford . There

,

a ft er a furthe r i n ter va l , Barne tt consen t ed to accep t
bap t i sm

,
and great p repara t ion s

,
i n wh ich th e arch

bi shop and th e k ing were in tere sted , were made for
th e pub l i c acceptance o f Ch r i st ian i ty by th e p rose lyte .
Th e conversion and the arrangements became a l ead
ing top ic o f conversat i on , and as th e appo inted day
d rew n igh th e exc i tement i n creased . A l l was ready

,

th e spe c ial preach er appo in ted and the sermon p re
pared

,
but th e in tended convert cou l d no t be found .

Al l search wi th i n th e c i ty p roved i n va in , and th e
i n tended p art i c ipant s i n th e e ven t had to d i spe rse
unsat i sfied . En raged at th e i r d i sappo i ntmen t

,
th e

un ive rs i ty au thor i t i es sen t messenger s i n al l d irec
t ion s to seek th e fugi t ive . Barne tt was overtaken
on th e way t o London

,
and brough t back to Oxford .

There he was impr i soned
,
bu t on the i ntervent io n

of Casaubon , r e l eased and expe l l ed th e un ive rs i ty .

He was subsequent ly
,
by order o f th e P r ivy Counc i l

,

expel l ed th e k ingdom .

The conve rs ion s
,
o r at tempted convers ion s

,
were Converrs ro

not al l , however , i n favour o f Ch r i s t i an i ty . I n 1 624
JUda‘sm'

J ames Wh iteh al l o f Ch r is t Ch urch
,
Oxford

,
was p ro

scouted fo r preach ing J uda i sm . Abou t the same t ime
several E ng l i sh conver t s to J uda i sm were l iv ing i n
H ol la nd

,
and in 1 63 5 a woman ,

descr ibed as a J ewe ss
,

was impr i soned by th e Cou rt o f H igh Commi ss i on
fo r adher ing to J ew i sh cu stoms

,
an d re fu s i ng to ea t

meat not k i l l ed i n th e J ewi sh fa sh io n . On the o th e r
h and

,
in 1 623 Pau l J acob, a converted J ew,

pet i t i oned
th e k i ng for a pens ion

,
and two yea rs l ate r Char l es I .

granted an a l l owance of fo rty pounds a year to a J ew
a t Cambr idge

,
presumably on convers ion .

In 1 6 1 4 and 1 6 1 5 two att emp ts were made by th e
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At tempts by Span i sh ambassador to p rosecu te J ews i n th e E ngl ish
S pa in to pro
secure j ewsm courts . The first was a charge o f p i ra cy aga i nst

Lgi r
l

fs
”g“5 h S amue l Pa lache , the envoy o f th e S u l tan o f Moro cco

to th e S tates General , who had brought th ree p ri ze s
i n to P l ymou th . H i s successfu l de fence was th at h e
was a Moroccan subj e c t and i n the serv ice o f th e
S u l tan , then at war wi th Spa in . I n the second case
the ambassado r attempted

,
a l so w i thou t su ccess

,
to

obtai n the ass is tance o f th e P r ivy Counc i l i n proceed
i ngs again st a J ew regard ing a cargo o f sugar . In

1 620 Dav id So l l om ,
a “ J ewi sh Merchan t ,

” bough t
an estate in Mea th

,
I re land . Short ly afte rwa rds

An ton i o de Verona was at both un i vers i t i es, and fo r
th e ear l i e r port i on o f h i s v i s i t a t any rate was a pro
fess ing J ew . He was descr i bed by Queen Henr ie tta
Mar i a as in her servi ce . S omewha t l ate r anothe r
J ew

,
Al e ssandro Amide i

,
taught H ebrew at Oxfo rd .

I n 1 627 Charl es I . borrowed severa l amoun t s from
Abraham J acob

,
and at a subsequen t da te

ducat s from a J ew of Amsterdam . Final l y
,
i i i 1 650

another J ew, J acob , opened a coffee-house a t Oxford
,

the i ntroduct ion o f the beverage in to the coun t ry
be i ng due to h im .

AUTHOR ITIES —L. Wo l f, “ The M idd l e Pe r iod of Anglo
J ew ish H is to ry ”

; S . L . Lee ,
“ Jews in Eng land be fo re 1 643

”

(Academy ,
Ma rch 1 8 ,

“ E l izabe t han Eng land and the J ews
(Tra nsa ct i ons , New S hakespea re S oci ety ,

“ The O rig ina l o f
S h ylock ” (Gent l ema n

’
s l kf ag a z z

'

ne
,

H. G rae t z , “ H is to ry o f
th e J ews , vol . iv . ( 1 892) I . Ab ra h ams

,
Joach im Gaunz ( Trans

a ct i ons, j ewi s/z H i stor i ca l S oci ety ,
vo l . Queen E l izabe t h ’s

J ew i sh P h ys ician ” ( j ew is/z Wor l a
’

, Jan. 23 and 30 , E . N .

Adle r, “ Au to de Fe
’

and Jew,

”
ch . v i . ; B . L . Ab rah ams ,

“ A

Jew in the S e rv ice o f the Ea s t I nd ia Company in 1 60 1 (j ew i s/i
Qua r ter ly Rev i ew , vo l . i x . ,

“ Two Jews be fo re the P r ivy
Co unci l and an Eng l ish Law Cou r t in 1 6 1 4

—1 5 ( j ew i s/z Qua r ter ly
Rev iew

,
vo l . x iv .

,

“ D ic t iona r y of Na t iona l B iog raph y ,
a r t ic le , “ Rode r igo Lope z .
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ve ry wide l y on th e correc t at t i tude to be adop ted
towards J ews .
Befo re th e fi rst comp l e te E ngl ish ed i t i on o f the
B ib l e

,
th at o f J oh n Wyc l i ffe

,
port ion s, espec ial ly th e

P sa lms
,
had al ready been rendered in to Angl o-S axon

and E ngl i sh . These ear l y t ran s l at i ons, so far a s i s
known

,
had i n no instance any Hebrew o r J ew ish

connect ion . The same may be sa id of Wycl i ffe ’s
t ransl at i on

,
or

,
to be more exact

,
N i cho las Herefo rd ’s

render ing of t he O ld Testamen t a s far as Baruch
,

wh i ch Wycl iffe incorporated in h i s B ib l e . N i cho las
and Wyc l iffe by whom the O l d Testamen t wa s com

p leted, both used the Vu lga te as the i r tex t . The
work of Wyc l i ffe was soon rev ised by h i s d i sc ip l e
and curate

,
J ohn P urvey, whose ed i t i on was com

pleted about 1 3 8 8 . P urvey in h i s wo rk re l i ed to a
cons ide rab l e exten t on th e wr i t ings and re search es
o f N i co l as de Lyra

,
and the t rans l ator h imsel f state s

i n h i s P ro l ogue : “ And where the E bru (Hebrew) ,
by witnesse o f J e rome, o f Li re (de Lyra), and other
exposi tour is discord ith from our Latyn b ibl i s , I h aue
set i n th e margyn ,

b i maner o f a glose
,
what th e

Ebru hath , and how i t i s vnderstondun i n th e same
p lace ; and I d ide th i s mo st i n th e S aute r (P sa l ter )
that o f a l l ou re b okis d iscord ith most fro Ebru .

N ico l as de N i co l as de Lyra (c. 1 270
—1 340) was born at Lyre, nea r

Lyra '

Evreux
,
i t i s sa i d o f J ewish descen t . He en tered th e

Franc i scan O rder i l i 1 291 , and became renowned
bo th as a b ib l i ca l scho lar and as a con trovers ia l i s t .
I n the l at te r capac i ty h e wro te h i s ant i-J ewi sh De

Mess ia , cy
'

usgue a a
’

ventn prwter i to ; in th e fo rmer h is
bes t known wo rk i s P ost i l lw perpetua

'

, s ive brevia com

menta r ia in universa biol ia . D e Lyra
,
who possessed

a good knowledge o f H ebrew, may a lmost be con

s idered th e founde r o f n atura l exeges i s . H i s in
fluence 0 11 al l subsequen t t rans l ato rs o f the B i b l e
was cons iderabl e . To such an exten t was Lu ther
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i ndebted to h im that th e say ing
,

“ S i Lyra non
lyrasse t , Luthe rns non sa l tasset

,

” became preval en t .
Th e many t races i n Lu ther ’s work of th e i nfluen ce
of th e great J ewi sh commentator Rash i a l l c ome
th rough De Lyra .

The i n te rest i n the study o f H ebrew th roughou tHgi féildi’hor
Ch ri stendom date s from the Open ing o f th e fou r England ,

teenth cen tury . I n 1 3 1 0, at a Genera l Counc i l con
vened by Cl emen t V . at V ienna, i t was dec ided that
H ebrew shou ld be taugh t at th e p r inc ip al un ive rs i t i es .
So fa r as

‘

Oxfo rd was concerned, th i s dec i s ion was
p ut i n to force ten year s l ate r

,
when

,
at a synod

convened by Archb i sh op Reyno l d a t Lambeth
,
a

Hebrew l e c tu resh ip was establ i sh ed and en dowed by
a tax o f a far th i ng i n th e pound o n al l th e l iv i ngs
w i th in th e p rovi n ce o f Canterbury . J ohn o f Br i sto l ,
a conver ted J ew

,
was appo i n ted l ec tu rer . The study

o f Hebrew appears to have dec l i ne d somewhat a fter
a t ime

,
bu t two cen tur i e s la te r i t seems to h ave been

flour i sh ing at bo th un ivers i t i e s . Rober t Wakefiel d

(a
’

. 1 537 ) was P ro fesso r o f H ebrew at Louva in i n
1 5 1 9, and was succeeded there by another Engl i sh
man

,
Rober t Sh irwood, when h e removed to Tubin

gen . There h e con t inued to teach un t i l 1 5 23 , when
h e was summoned back t o Engl and . So val uabl e
were h i s servi ces con s ider ed at Tub i ngen

,
that both

the Archduke o f Aus t r i a and th e heads o f th e un i

vers i ty wro te—th e forme r to Henry V I I I . , th e l a t te r
to th e Chance l l o r of Cambr idge—ask ing tha t Wake
fie ld m igh t be permi t ted to rema in somewh at l onger
a t Ttib ingen . I n E ngl and Wakefie l d l e c tured on
H ebrew at Cambridge i n 1 5 24 and at Ox ford in 1 5 30 .

H is broth er
,
Thomas Wakefie ld (a

’
. was th e

first Regius P ro fe sso r o f H ebrew a t Cambr idge
In 1 549 th e same o ffice was fi l l ed by Pau l

Fag ins ( 1 504 a German refugee . Fagins
,
who

was a H ebra i s t o f r e nown
,
had been a pup i l o f
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Wol fgang Cap i to and th e ce l ebrated rabbi
,
E l i as

Levi ta
,
whom he had induced to come from Ven i ce

i n o rder to instruc t h im . Fag in s estab l i shed a
H ebrew pr in t i ng-pre ss at S trassburg

,
whence he

i ssued many books o f great va l ue to scho la rs .
On the death of Cap i to

,
Fagins was i nv i ted to take

h i s p l ace a s P rofessor of H ebrew ,
but p re ferred

another appo in tmen t t hat h appened to be offe red
h im at th e same t ime .
The knowledge o f H ebrew that W i l l iam Tyndal e
u sed i n h i s t ransl at ion was

,
neverth el ess

,
fo r the

most part no t acqu i red i n England . Wh i l e st i l l
engaged o n th e N ew Testamen t h e was compe l l ed
to sett l e o n th e Con t inen t . He chose H amburg fo r
h i s rest i ng-place

,
and wh i l e i n res i dence there v i s i ted

Luther a t W i t tenberg . He subsequent ly se tt l ed at
Marbu rg, wh ere he c ommenced h i s tran sl at ion of
th e O l d Tes tamen t, v i s i t i ng th e Low Count r i es and
H amburg

,
where agai n h e took up h i s re s idence .

U l t imate l y Tyndal e re tu rn ed to An twe rp i l i 1 5 33 ,
and ther e occup i ed h imse l f w i th the revi s i on o f h i s
trans l at i on s . Th ree years l a ter h e was burn t a t th e
stake as a here t i c a t Vi lvo rde . Tynda le

’
s publ i shed

trans l at i on s i n c l ude the P en tateuch and th e Book
of J onah . There i s reason to be l i eve that h e al so
t ran sla ted J osh ua

,
J udges , Ruth , Samue l , Kings, and

Chron i c l e s . H is t rans lat i on was made d i re ct from
the H ebrew

,
wi th the ass i stan ce o f the Vu lgate and

Luthe r ’s t ran s l at i on . I t i s poss ibl e a l so tha t J ohn
Fr i th ( 1 503 who hel ped Tynda l e

,
was a Hebrew

scho lar .
M i l e s Coverda le appears to have been qu i te un

acqua i nted w i th th e H ebrew l anguage ; th e mater i a l
0 11 wh ich h e wo rked cons i sted o f German and Lat in
t rans l at ion s . Tynda le

’

s t ran sl at ions o f th e Pe nta
t euch and th e N ew Testamen t we re i n corpo rated i n
th e new ed i t ion . Coverdal e was a l so indebted to
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S ampson . Wh i t t ingham
,
afterwards D ean o f Dur

h am
,
took the l ead ing part in th e t ransl a t ion , and

a ss i sted ma ter i a l l y in g iv ing th e B ib l e a Calv in i st
t inge . Among the o th e r work s o f Wh i t t ingham ,

who was a H ebrew scho lar
,
were inc l uded metr ica l

t rans l at i on s o f th e P salms and th e D ecalogue . Gi l by,
ano ther ext reme P ur i tan

,
afterwards D ean of Chr i st

Church
,
was a l so a H ebrew scho lar . Gi l by ’s wr i t ings

incl uded commentar i e s on Mi c ah and Mal ach i , and

t rans l at ion s o f “ The Te stamen tes o f th e Twe lve
Patr ia rches from the Lat in o f Robert Grosse teste ,
Calv in ’s Commentar ies 0 11 Dan i e l , and Beza ’s
Paraph rase o f th e P sa lm s and Pa raph rase of the
Fourte en Hol y P sa lms . S ampson was Dean o f
Ch i chester u nder E dward V I .

,
and, a fte r th e a cces

s ion o f E l i zabeth
,
Dean o f Ch r i s t Church afte r

refus ing th e bishopri c o f No rwich . At S trassburg
S ampson met Treme l l ius, and p rofited much by h i s
compan i on sh i p .

The defin i te adop t ion o f Pro te stan t i sm after the
acce ss ion o f E l izabeth pre sen ted th e opportun i ty
fo r st i l l anoth er trans l at ion . Th is was known as

th e B i shops’ Bibl e or Parker’s B i b l e, s ince Ar ch
b i shop Mat th ew Parke r was the l ead ing Sp ir i t i l l
th e transl at i on . H i s a ss i stan ts were Edwin S andys,
Bishop o f Wo rceste r ; E dmund Guest

,
Bishop o f

Roch este r ; and Richard Cox
,
Bi shop o f E l y . The

o ther e cc l e s ia s t ics engaged i n the work were Andrew
P i erson

,
P rebendary o f Can te rbu ry ; W i l l i am Al l ey

,

Bi shop of E xete r ; Richard Davi es , Bishop o f S t .
Dav i d’s ; Andrew Perne , Dean o f E l y ; J ohn Park
hurst

,
Bishop o f N o rwich ; W i l l iam Ba r l ow,

B i shop
of Ch i cheste r ; Robert Horne, Bi shop o f W i nch es te r ;
Thoma s B en tham

,
Bishop o f Lichfie ld and Coven try ;

E dward Gri ndal
,
Bi shop of London . Add it iona l

s cho l ars were engaged on the N ew Testamen t .
Archb ishop Parker

,
the ed i tor in ch ie f

,
deal t h im
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se l f with Genes i s and Exodus . S andys, a fte rward s Parke r and h is
Bishop o f London and Arch bi shop of York

,
was in

charge o f th e S econd Book o f K ings and Chron i c l e s .
I n a subsequent t ransl at i on

,
that o f 1 57 2, h i s share

was Hosea
,
J oe l , and Amos to Mal ach i incl us ive .

Guest o r Gheast was i n charge o f th e P sa lm s . Cox
was engaged on a port ion o f th e N ew Testamen t .
P i e rson revised th e trans lat i on of Levi t i c us

,
N umbers

,

J ob , and P roverbs , and poss i b l y E zra, N ehem iah , and
E sth er i n add i t i on . Al l ey , accord ing to J ohn Vowe l l ,
“ was ver ie wel l l earned un iversa l l i

,
but h i s cheefe

stud i e was in d ivin it ie and i n th e tongs .” Among h is
wr i t i ngs was a Hebrew grammar

,
never pub l i sh ed .

D euteronomy was ass igned to h im for rev i s ion .

Davi e s d eal t wi th J o shua
,
J udges

,
Ruth

,
and th e

F i rs t Book o f K ings . Pe rn e
,
who was Maste r o f

Pete rhouse as we l l as P rebendary o f Can terbury
,

rev i sed E cc l e s iaste s and th e S ong o f S ongs . Park
hurst ’s share was E cc l e s i as t i cu s

,
S usanna , Baruch ,

and th e Maccabees . Barl ow was success ive ly B ishop
o f S t . Asaph , S t . D av i d ’s, Bath and We l l s

,
and

Ch i cheste r . He al so was engaged on th e Apocrypha
,

having E sdra s , J ud i th , Tob i t, and W i sdom assigned
to h im . Horne, who deal t w i th I sa iah , J e rem iah , and
Lamentat i ons

,
had

,
wh i l e i i i exi l e 0 11 th e Con t inen t

du r ing Ma ry’s re ign
,
ac ted as reader i n H ebrew at

Frankfur t . Bentham had wh i l e at Oxfo rd a t t racted
consi derab l e at ten t ion by h i s knowledge of H ebrew .

He trans l at ed E zek ie l and Dan i e l fo r the Bi sh op s’

Bibl e . Edmund Grinda l 1 5 1 9
—1 5 8 3 ) was u l t imate ly

Ar ch b i sho p o f Can te rbury , f rom wh ich o ffice he was
suspended i n con sequence o f d ifference s w i th Queen
E l izabeth . P arker’s B ib l e wa s based , i n so far a s

the Hebrew port ion i s concerned
,
on th e trans la t i on

o f Munster and Pagninus . O f Pagninu s ment ion h a s
al ready been made . The famous Hebra is t S ebast i an S ebas t ian
Munster , who , in add i t io n to h i s tran s la t ion o f th e

Mum ”



James I . and

Hebrew.

1 5 2 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

Bibl e into German and othe r con tr i bu t ions to Hebrew
l i tera ture , was the au thor o f the first t ransl at ion o f
the N ew Testamen t i n to Hebrew

,
owed h is knowledge

of th at tongue a lmost en t i re ly to E l ias Levi ta
,
whose

gramma t i ca l works h e ed i ted and t rans l ated .

Between th e date o f the Bi shop s ' trans l at ion and
th e cl ose o f the s ixteen th century

,
fu rthe r mate r ia l b e

came avai l abl e for trans l ators o f the H ebrew Bib le . In

1 5 53 th e famous J ews
’ Bib l e i i i Span i sh was publ i sh ed

a t Ferra ra for the use o f Marranos
,
by U sque

, and wi th
s l igh t mod ifi c at ion s for Chr i st ian s by Vargas and P ine l .
In 1 5 7 2 th e Lat i n t rans l at io n o f Ar ia s Mon tanus wa s

publ i shed
,
and in 1 579 came th e vers ion o f Treme l l ius,

together w i th a commen tary . O th er transl at ion s by
Hebra i st s o f repute tha t fo l lowed were those o f C . B .

Bertram
,
ass is ted by Beza

,
Gou l ar t

,
and o the rs

,
in to

French ( 1 5 8 7 by J . D ioda t i , P ro fessor o f Hebrew
at Geneva , into I ta l i an and by Cassiodoro de
Reyna ( 1 569) and Cipr iano de Val era ( 1 602) in to
Span i sh . Th i s add i t ional su pp ly o f mater ia l smooth ed
th e path o f th e trans l ators who , at the in stance o f
J ames I .

,
undertook th e task that re su l ted in what

has S i n ce been known as the Author i sed Vers ion , a

transla t i on tha t has pract i ca l l y h e ld the field from
that day to th i s .

James h imse l f among h i s many othe r i n te rests
incl uded that o f the study o f th e B ibl e . He wrote
a commen tary o n a por t i on of the F ir st Book o f
Chron i c l es

,
and t ransl ated o r co l labo ra t ed in t h e

t ransl at ion o f some o f th e P sa lms . In conver sat ion
h i s r e fe rence s to and quotat ions from the B i b l e were
con t inuous

,
and i t is re lat ed th a t du r ing a v i s i t to

E d inbu rgh in 1 6 1 7 one o f the addresses p resen ted to
th e k ing wa s i l l Hebrew . The cons iderab le i n teres t
th e k ing took i n th e H amp ton Court Con fe rence
and i t s de l i bera t io n s i s th erefore no t remarkabl e .

Almost the on l y defin i te resu l t o f tha t Con ference
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Firs t Chron i c l e s . Andrewes was renowned for h i s
pa t r i st i c l earn ing . He was a cquai n ted w i th fi fteen
l anguages

,
i n c l ud ing H ebrew

,
Chaldee

,
and S yr iac .

The revi sers o f the O l d Testamen t were a l l exc e l l en t
Hebrew scho lars . Th e firs t port ion

,
Genes is to F irs t

K ings , was entrusted to th e We stminste r Commi ttee .

Th is was formed of Andrewes (P r es ident) ; Overa l l .
Bi shop o f Norwich ; S arav ia , P rebendary of We st
m inster ; Clerke, one o f th e S ix preachers of Ch r i s t
Church

,
Can t e rbury ; Layfie ld, Recto r o f S t . Clemen t

Dane s ; Te igh , Ar chdea con o f Mi dd l e sex ; Bu r l e igh ,
Fe l l ow of Che l sea Col l ege ; K ing, Bi shop o f Londo n ;
Thomson , of Cl are Ha l l , Cambridge ; and Bedwel l

,

Vicar o f To ttenham . J oh n Overa l l ( 1 560—1 6 1 9) h ad
been Regius P rofessor o f Theo logy a t Cambr idge .

Among h i s corresponden ts were Gerard Voss and

Hugo Gro t iu s . H adri an a S aravia ( 1 53 1 —1 6 1 3 ) was
of French b irth and of m ixed S pan i sh and Flem ish
ancest ry . Fo r a t ime h e was P rofesso r o f D iv in i ty i n
th e un i ver s i ty . Removing to Ho l l and he was com

pe l led, fo r po l i t i cal reasons, to l eave that coun try and
came to E ngl and, where h e h ad al ready p reviou sly
l ived . S aravia , who was e sp ec ia l l y no ted fo r h i s
H eb rew l ear n ing

,
i n c l uded I saac Casaubon among

h is fr i ends . Ri chard Cl erke (a
’
. 1 634) was Vica r o f

Mi n ster and a l so of Monkton .

J ohn Layfie ld (cl . 1 6 1 7 )
“ bei ng ski l l ed in arch itec

tu re
,
h i s j udgmen t was mu ch re l i ed on for the fabr i c o f

th e Tabernacl e and Templ e . J ohn King 1 5 59
—1 62 1 )

was Regi us P rofes so r o f H ebrew at Cambr idge . H i s
publ i cat ion s inc l uded l ec tures upon J onah . Richa rd
Thomson (a

’

. 1 6 1 3 ) was
“ a most admirab l e ph i lo

l oger
.

” W i l l i am Bedwel l ( 1 56 1 or 6 2 th e grea t es t
Arab i c scho l ar o f E u rope and the fathe r o f Arab i c
s tud i es in England

,
was a l so a d i l igen t s tudent o f

oth er or i en ta l l anguage s . He l eft the manuscr ip t o f
a l ex i con o f H ebrew , Syr iac , Chaldee , and Arab ic .
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The Cambr idge Commit tee , wh ich dea l t w i th F ir s t The
Chron ic l es to E cc l e s i astes, was to h ave been under
th e p res idency of Live ly . At h i s death h i s p l ace was
taken by Spa l d ing, Fe l l ow of S t . J ohn

’s . The o th er
members of th e Committee were Rich ardson , Mas te r
o f Tr in i ty ; Chaderton , Maste r o f Emmanue l ; D i l l i ng
ham , Rector o f Dean , Beds . ; Harr i son , Vice-Master
o f Tr in i ty ; Andrewe s, Maste r o f J e sus Co l l ege ; and
Byng , Archdeacon o f Norwich . S pal d ing was K ing

’s
p redece sso r as Regi us P rofessor o f H ebrew at Cam
br idge . J oh n R i chardson (a

’

. Regiu s P ro fesso r
of D iv i n i ty a t Cambr idge

,
was a l so an exc e l l en t

H ebra i s t . W i l l i am Chaderto n o r Chat ter ton 1 540

1 608 ) was suc c ess ive l y Lady Ma rgaret P ro fe sso r o f
D iv in i ty

,
Regiu s P ro fe sso r o f D i v i n i ty , Bi shop o f

Ch este r, and Bishop o f Li nco ln ,
bes id e s fi l l ing o the r

ofli ces . He was fam i l i ar w i th H ebrew
,
and a l so the

Rabbi n i ca l wr i t ings . Franc i s D i l l ingham “ was an
exce l l e n t l ingu i st and subt l e d i spu tant . Thomas
Harr ison ( 1 5 55—1 63 1 ) had

“ exqu i s i te sk i l l i n H ebrew .

”

Andrew Byng ( 1 5 74—1 65 1 ) was a l so Regi u s P rofessor
o f H ebrew .

The th i rd Commi tte e
,
th at o f Ox ford

,
con si st ed o f The Oxfo rd

Hard ing , Regi us P ro fe sso r o f H ebrew and P res iden t o f
C0mm”’ee’

Magdal en (P resident ) ; Reyno lds, P res iden t o f Co rp u s
Chr i st i ; Hol l and , Recto r o f Exete r Co l l ege and Regiu s
P ro fessor of D i vin i ty ; K i lb ye ,Rector o f Linco lnCo l lege ;
Smith

,
Bishop o f G louceste r ; Brett , Fel l ow of Che l se a

Co l l ege ; and Fa reclowe
,
P rovos t o f Che l sea Co l l ege .

O f J oh n Reyno ld s o r Ra ino lds
,
who d ied in 1 607 ,

Bishop H al l sa i d “ H i s memory and r ead ing were
near to a mirac l e

,
fo r h e wa s h imse l f a we l l-fu rn i sh ed

l ib rary
,
fu l l o f a l l fa cu l t ies , al l s tud i e s, and al l l earn ing .

He was one o f th e movi ng sp i r i ts i n th e t rans l a t ion .

Thomas Ho l l and (a
’
. 1 6 1 2) was Regiu s P ro fessor o f

D i v in i ty at Oxfo rd , and “ migh ty i n scr i p tures .

”

Richard K i lb ye 1 56 1
—1 620) was Regius P rofe sso r o f
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Hebrew . H is works i n cl uded a Lat in commen tary on
E xodus

,
based to a con s iderabl e exten t on Rabb in ica l

sources
,
and a con t inua t ion of J ea n Merc i er’s com

men taries 0 11 Gene s i s . K i lbye was one of the ch i e f
E ngl i sh studen t s o f H ebrew of h i s day . Mi l e s Smith

(a
’
. a d i st i ngu ished or i en t a l scho l ar , “ had
Hebrew a t h i s fingers ’ e nds . “ Cha ldiac

,
Syr i ac ,

and Arab ic , says Wood , were as fam i l ia r to h im
a lmo st as h i s own nat ive tongue . Smith was one
o f the final rev i ser s o f the t ran sl at i on . Richard Bret t

1 560
—1 637 ) was famous fo r l earn ing as wel l a s

p ie ty
,
and “

ski l l
’

d and versed to a cr i t i c i sm i i i th e
Lat in

,
Greek, Hebrew,

Cha lda i c
,
Arab ic

,
and E th iop ic

tongues .” Dan ie l Fareclowe (o th erwi se Fa irc lough
o r Fea t ley) ( 1 5 8 2—1 645 ) was a wel l-known con trover

s ia l ist and t h e godson o f J ohn Ra ino lds .

Cha racter of Al though th i s l ong a rray o f s cho l ars was impres sed
the Authorised
Ve rs ion.

i n the work
,
the resu l t was rathe r a rev i s i on o f th e

B ish ops’ Bibl e than a new transl at ion . The trans l a to rs
o r revi ser s

,
who had the cho i ce o f severa l text s

,
and

made spec ia l u se o f the Comp lu tens i an Po lyglot t and
the An twerp Po lyglot t , consu l ted H ebrew author i t i e s .
In add i t ion to p rofit ing by th e work o f Luther

,
Pag

n i n u s
,
Ar i as Mon tanus , Munste r, Treme l l ius

,
and

J un i u s
,
th e t rans l ato rs h ad recourse to th e Targum o f

Onke lo s and that o f J onathan ben U zz ie l and a l so the
P esh i to . They a l so made much u se o f the med iaeva l
J ewi sh commen tators

,
in pa r t i cu l ar of David K imch i .

The resu l t o f th e comb ined l abour s was a master
p i ece . “ It i s homely bu t no t vu lgar, and mus ica l
wi thou t the a id o f tawdry exp l e t ives . Having kep t
i ts p l ace fo r more than two centur i es and a ha l f,
i t has ‘ waxed o ld ,

’ bu t i t h as not ‘ decayed ’

Though i t may va ry wi th th e themes o f the or ig ina l ,
i t neve r lo se s i t s i den t i ty . So quie t and c l ear i n nar

ra t ive
,
so d irect and urgen t in precep t, so ferv id and

sp i r i tua l in th e psa l ter
,
so impress ive and magn ificen t
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CHA PTER XV I I

ENGLI S H E LEMENTS IN THE

RE-SETTLEMENT

( 1 630—1 649)

MEANWH ILE th e economi ca l and int e l lectua l c ond i
t ion o f th e c ountry had changed cons i derabl y s ince
th e t ime o f th e P l an tagenets and the E xpu ls ion . The
Renaissanc e and th e Refo rmat ion , twi n-workers in
in te l l ectual emanc i p at i on , h ad comb ined to awaken
t h e minds and th e sou l s o f th e p e0p1e . The o l d
be l i e fs in bo th th e re l ig i ou s and po l i t i ca l sphe re s had
undergon e re-examinat ion , and th e amendmen ts tha t
h ad in consequence been found necessary had al te red
th e po l i t i ca l and re l ig io u s systems of the country
a lmost beyond recogn i t ion . W i th th e rel ig ious and
po l i t i ca l awaken ing had al so come indu st r ial and com
mercia l deve l opmen ts . At th e t ime o f th e Expu l
s i on England was a pasto ral country . The average
E ngl ishman devoted h imse l f to th e care o f flocks
and herds , and the i r surp lu s produce , a fter provid ing
fo r h i s own per sona l needs

,
was sent to the Cont inent

to be tu rned i nto manufactu red goods . I n the e ra
o f the Commonweal th

,
howeve r , agr i cu l ture and s tock

ra i s ing were no l onger the so l e o ccupat ions o f th e
pe0p1e . The sa i lo rs o f E l i zabe th had forced in t ro
duct ions to o ther c l imes

,
and England , taking advan

tage o f h er un ique s i tuat ion
,
was h as ten ing towards

th e po s i t i on o f c l ea r ing-house o f the commerce o f the
worl d . To othe r po i nt s o f the industr ia l wor ld , al so ,
a tten t i on was d irec ted . Th e neth er-wor l d was p ierced

1 5 8
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and fo rced to su rrender i t s se c re t hoards . I t was at
th i s p er i od tha t min i ng found i ts i n cept ion

,
and i n

th i s branch o f i ndu stry
,
as h as al ready been shown

,

th e J ew was not wan ti ng . I n o ther i ndus tr i al depart
ments o f E ngl i sh l i fe i so l ated J ews al so took part .
I n those o f po l i t i c s and re l ig i on

,
however, none o f

th em cou l d as yet have p lace . Unde r th e o l d po l i t i ca l
and re l ig iou s systems

,
as they deve loped , no room for

the J ews cou ld be found in E ngland . Changes and
deve l opmen ts had come over E ngl i sh l i fe

,
however

,

and th e an t i-J ewi sh aspect s o f th e systems h ad ap

parent ly to a cons iderabl e exten t passed away .

Under th e Feudal S ystem J ews had been to l erat ed Jews unde r the
i n th e coun try, bu t th e i r posi t i on had a lway s been

Feuda l sys tem '

anomalous . N e i th er t enants o f th e crown nor of th e
tenan t s-in-ch ie f

,
nor exact l y v i l l e i n s

,
not c i t i z en s

,
not

c l e r i cs
,
under th e N orman s and th e P l an tagenet s th e

pos i t i on o f th e J ews resemb l ed tha t o f th e vi l l e i n s
more th an o f any o th er c l ass

,
but wi th the pass ing

o f th e Feudal S ystem th e statu s o f v i l l e nage a l so

passed away .

The Refo rmat ion
,
al though i t un sett l ed th e re l ig iou s

foundat ions of th e S tat e
,
did n ot

,
i n i t s l ega l conse

quences , immediate ly rende r noncon fo rm i ty eas i e r .
From the o pen ing of th e fi fteen th cen tu ry two ser i es
o f l eg i s l at ive enac tmen ts d i rected agai n st cr i t i c s o f
and se cede rs f rom th e nat io n al Church were gradual l y
adopted . Al l wou ld-b e propagator s o f any fa i th bu t
t he o ffi c ia l on e were l iab l e to severe p enal t i es u nder
th e H eresy Act s . Me re pa ss iv e d i ssen t er s

,
0 11 th e

other hand
,
tho se who were sat i sfied to absta i n f rom

attendance at d ivine servi ce , were a imed at by th e
U n i form i ty l egis l at i on .

By th e l aws of the Chu rch heresy had a lways been Legis la t ion
an o ffence mer i t ing the severes t p un i shmen t . The agams’he resy'

ecc l es ia st i ca l party , whenever i t had th e power, d id
no t h es i t ate to pun i sh h ere t i c s w i th death , and c l er ic s
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claimed tha t th e Common Law o f England prov ided
th e pun i shmen t o f burn ing for h ere t i cs . In 1 22 2 ,

as has a l ready been not i ced , a deacon was burn t fo r
embrac ing J uda i sm . The pun i shmen t was carr i ed
out by the c iv i l power, to wh ich th e deacon ,

afte r
h aving been degraded , wa s h anded by the Church .

At th e same t ime a youth and an o l d woman were
condemned to l i fe long impr i sonmen t fo r pos ing as
J e su s and Mary . In 1 2 1 0 an Al b igens i an was burn t
i n London , a l so apparent l y under the Common Law,

fo r th e eccl e s i ast i ca l l aw forbade c l e r ics to p ass
sentence o f d eath . Very p robab ly th ere were o ther
s im i l a r i n stances .
In 1 40 1 th e S tatu te Law came to the re i n fo rcemen t
of the Common Law . By the S tatu te a

’
e Hceret ico

o f that year i t was en acted that none “ presume to
prea ch Open l y o r p r iv i l y w i th out the l i cense o f th e
D i ocesan th at none from henceforth any Th ing
preach

,
ho ld , teach o r i n st ruct Open l y o r p r iv i l y , o r

make or wr i t e any Book con trary to th e Ca tho l i c
Fa i th or D eterm inat ion o f the Hol y Church

,
no r o f

such S ec t o r w icked Doctr ines o r Op in i on s sha l l
make any Conven t i c l e s, or in any wi se ho l d o r exer
c i se S choo l s ; and al so that none f rom henceforth
i n any w i s e favour such P reach er , or Maker o f any
such or l i ke Conven t i c l es

,
or ho ld i ng o r exerc i s ing

schoo l s
,
or making or wr i t ing such Books , or so

teach ing
,
i n forming o r exc it i ng th e P eop l e , no r any

o f them main ta i n o r o therwi se su sta i n ; and th at a l l
and s ingular h aving such books o r any Wr i t ings o f
su ch wi cked Do c trine and Op in ion s

,
sha l l rea l l y wi th

effec t de l iver o r c au se to be de l ivered al l such Books
and Wr i t ings to th e D i ocesan o f th e same P l ace
with i n XL Days f rom the Time of th e P ro c l amat i on
o f t h i s O rd inance and S tatute . P e rson s gu i l ty o f
o ffences under the S ta tu te were to be pun i sh ed by
th e ecc les iast ica l p ower . I f th ey re fused to abj ure
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future be dec l ared heresy by Par l i ament i n agree
ment wi th Convocat ion .

Heret i c s were
,
however

,
st i l l o cca s ional l y burnt ,

and one su ffered th is pun i shmen t
,
so l ate as 1 6 1 2

,

fo r ho ld ing be l i e fs to wh ich every p ro fess ing J ew
wou ld subscr ibe wi thou t h es i tat ion .

1

In 1 640 th e Court o f H igh Commiss io n wa s

abo l i sh ed ; and al th ough heresy rema ined an o ffen ce,
there Was no l o nge r any penal ty ava i lab l e beyond a
pu re ly ecc l e s iast ica l one . By such , J ews wou ld , o f
course

,
be unaffe c ted .

The Un i fo rm i ty l eg i s l at ion commen ces a t a date
much late r than th e firs t o f th e H ere sy Acts . Before
th e Refo rmat i on su ch l egi s lat i on was qu i te unknown

,

and i ts obj ect when on ce i t came in to exi s tence
was a s much to compe l attendance at chu rch as to
create a un i formi ty i n ch urch servi ce s . I t i s fr om
the fo rmer aspec t that th e l egi sl at i on i s fo r th e
p resen t purpose o f inte res t . The Act o f Un i form i ty
o f the fi rst yea r o f E l i zabeth’s re i gn enac ted that a l l
p erson s shou l d d i l igen t l y and fa i th fu l ly attend ch urch
un l es s th ey absen ted th emse lve s for re asonabl e ex
cuse . O th erw ise every absen t ee was l iab l e to suffe r
Sp i r i tua l censure and to be fined a sh i l l ing

,
th e p ro

ceeds of th e fines to be devo ted to th e benefi t of
the poo r. In 1 5 80 an addi t iona l p enal ty o f J£20 a
month fo r fa i l i ng to at tend church was enacted

,
and

by l eg i sl at i o n o f s ix years l ate r the p roperty o f th e
recusan t

,
wi th the excep t i on o f a th i rd o f h i s lands

,

was forfei ted in th e case of fu ture conv i c t ion s .
I n 1 592 st i l l more s tr ingen t step s were taken . Al l

person s above s ix teen years o ld
,
who shou l d ob st i

nate ly re fu se to at tend d ivine service accord ing to
law

,
and Shou ld persuade oth ers to d i spute the

Queen ’s au tho r i ty i n ecc l es iast i ca l cases
,
&c .

,
or

1
2 S ta te T ria ls , p . 729. S ee a lso I I . S . Q. Henriques, “ The Re tu rn

o f the Jews to England .”
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shou l d at tend un lawful conven t i c l e s , were to be im
pr i soned un t i l wi l l i ng to con form and subm i t . Those
who refu sed to do so wi th in th ree month s were to
abj u re th e realm . On re fus ing to depart o r o n re

tu rn i ng af te r having on ce l eft th e cou n try , th ey were
to be deemed fe lo ns w i thou t benefi t o f c l e rgy .

The open i ng of th e fo l lowing re ign saw fu rth e r Popish
l eg i sl at i on o f a s imi l a r tenden cy . The Act o f 1 606

Recusams ‘

was sp ec i a l l y d i rected aga i n st Po p i sh recu san ts .
Among other enactmen t s i t l a id down that any
person i nd icted o f re cu san cy

,
o r who had no t taken

th e sacrament wi th i n th e year
,
migh t be compel l ed

to take th e oath o f Al l eg iance . Th i s oath
,
th en newly

adop ted
,
i n c luded th e fo rm of wo rd s “ upon th e t rue

fa i th o f a Ch r i s t i an . W i th th e om iss ion o f th i s
phrase the oath wou l d have been qu ite unob ject ion
abl e t o any J ew . I t h owever in t rodu ced a ph rase
tha t p roved fo r centu r i es a bar to J ewi sh emanc ipa
t ion , for a l th ough the Act o f 1 606 was rep eal ed by
the Bi l l o f R igh ts i n 1 68 8 , th e obj ect ionab l e fo rm
o f oath su rv ived to b e th e cent re o f th e str uggl e
fo r J ewi sh emanc ipat i on du r ing th e fi rst ha l f o f
th e n ineteen th cen tury .

1

A breach was made i n th i s h igh wa l l o f ant i-non Spanish sub
con fo rm ist l eg i s la t i o n in 1 630, when in a t reaty wi th

exempted
from the

S pa in a c l ause was i nse rted exempt ing al l Span i sh sub Recusancy

jects f rom th e Recusancy Laws . By th i s c l au se , as
Law

wi l l be seen la ter , J ews were d i re c t ly affected . From
the comb inat i on o f a l l these po l i t i ca l

,
soc ia l

,
re l igiou s

,

i ndust r ia l
,
and l ega l changes, i t re su l ted that a J ewi sh

se tt lemen t wou l d no l onger i nterfe re wi th th e E ngl i sh
scheme o f governmen t o r l i fe . E ngland se emed
ready to re ce ive th e J ews so long as th e i r re turn
would do no v io l en c e to est ab l i sh ed i n st i tu t ion s .

1 The refe rences to the va rious s ta tu tes a ff ect ing he resy and uni fo rmi ty
are given by Mr . H . S . Q . Henr iques in h is “ Re tu rn of the Jews to

England , ” and a l so appea r in Renton’

s Encyc loped ia o f the Laws o f

Engl and .
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E ngland however requ i red th e scourge of the Civ i l
War befo re th e l as t vest iges of the o l d sy stem cou l d
be fina l l y c l eared away . The pr in c i p l e o f to l erat ion

Nonconformis t o f Nonconform i ty cou ld on ly b e o ffic ia l ly accep ted
SCCIS . afte r i t s advocates had won i t on th e batt l efie ld . And

wi th th e v ic tory o f P ur i tan i sm and i t s i dea l s came
th e growth of i n numerabl e P ro testan t sects wi th
s t range doctr ine s and pecu l i ar be l ie fs . Ye t the very
d ivers i ty o f these sects— wh ich i n many cases be ing so
ins ign ifi cant in numbers h ad necessar i l y to b e to l eran t
o f o the r op in i on s—formed in i t se l f an e l emen t in
th e campaign for th e Return . Many of these sect s
were s i l en t agen ts . O th e rs

,
however

,
p laced re l igi ous

to l erat ion
,
even of J ews

,
among the i r dec l ared teach

ings . Th e O l d Tes tamen t and i t s H ebra i sm we re
tak ing po sse ss i on of the m inds of th e p eop le . The
H ebrew S cr i p ture s were stud i ed and expounded wi th
in creas i ng i n ten s i ty . A des i re to see God’s chosen
peop l e i i i the flesh found frequen t exp ress i on . Th e
H ebrew sp ir i t sp read to such an exten t among th e
extreme Repub l ican s th at i t was even suggested in

1 649 th at th e Lord
’s Day shou ld b e a l tere d from

th e first to th e seven th day o f the week . Th i s sug
gest i o n was at th e l east prematu re . The work th at
c on ta i n ed th e prOposa l was declared he re t i ca l , scan
da lous and p rofan e . I t was o rdered to be burn t , and
th e auth or and p r in ter were pun i sh ed . Barebone ’s
P ar l i amen t suggested seven ty as the number o f
the Counc i l o f S tate, i n imi tat io n o f th e S anhedri n .

Hebrew per sona l names wer e adop ted in pl ace o f
th e Anglo-Saxon ones r ece ived a t bapti sm . Bib l ical
i d ioms were used i n o rd inary conversat ion . Th e
“ Leve l l ers ” even cal l ed th emse lves “ J ews

,
wh i l e

denounc ing the i r opponen ts as “ Ama l ek i t es
,

and

th e governmen t o f th e S tuart s was termed “ th e
Egypt i an Bondage .” “ The Lion o f J udah ” was i 11
scr i bed on th e banners o f the vi c to r iou s P ur itans,
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sermon s 0 11 Good Fridays . 5 . The paymen t o f doubl e
custom dut i es u nt i l conve rs ion . 6 . Freedom of move
men t and t rade i n the country , bu t excl u s ion from
gi l ds and co rporat ion s and the nece ss i ty to main ta in
th e i r own poo r . 7 . P roh ib i t i on, wh i l e unconve rted ,
o f marr i age with Chr i st ian s . 8 . The e l ect ion o f the i r
own k ing

,
o r combinat i on wi th the Leve l l er s o r Ana

bapt is t s for a s im i l ar pu rpose
,
sh ou ld be made a

cap i ta l o ffence . The cl er i cs d id no t tarry beh ind th e
l aymen i i i th e advancemen t o f th i s p ort ion o f th e
argument

,
and from hundred s of pu lp i ts was preach ed

th e Ch r i st ian duty o f admit t i ng th e J ews in to Engl and
so tha t th ey migh t be brought to see th e truth .

Accompanyi ng
,
and to some exte n t i n consequence

o f th e a c t ivi ty and mult i pl i cat i on of th e se sects
,
was

the ac t ivi ty o f th e p amph leteers . At an epoch at
wh ich events, bo th i n terest ing to the observer and
o f deep co nsequen ce to h i s we l fare

,
fo l lowed one

another i n qu i ck succ ess io n
,
th ere was a lways a

large pub l i c ready to read of curren t occurrences
and l ivi ng controve rs i es . The age o f the news
pap er was at i t s very open i ng

,
a nd the pamph le t

for the t ime o ccup i ed to some exten t th e p lace i t
was afterwards to fi l l . The J ewi sh Quest ion

,
no l es s

than th e other que st i o ns o f th e day , fa i l ed no t to
attract th e at ten t i on of th e pamph l et eer

,
and among th e

e lements that prepared the ground fo r the Re-S et t l e
men t o f the J ews i n England

,
th e pamph le ts and th e i r

wr i te rs o c cupy no mean pl ace . The first publ i shed
advocacy o f J ewi sh cl a ims was th e Brown i st

,
Leonard

Bushe r’s “ Rel igiou s P eace
,

” wh i ch po i n ted out that
by the exc l us ion o f th e J ews the i r conve rsion was
p revented . S even years la ter, i n 1 62 1

,
Mr . S ergean t

F inch publ i sh ed anonymou s l y “ The Cal l i ng o f the

Jewe s , wi th a pre fatory ep is t l e i n H ebrew, where in
0 11 th e one hand he i nvi ted the J ews to reasser t the i r
na t ional independence in Pa l est ine , and on th e oth er
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cal l ed upon al l Ch ri st i an p r i nces to do homage to th e
J ewi sh nat ion . RogerW i l l i ams ( 1 604 th e co l on i s t , Chrisnan
i n h is “ Bloody Tenen t

,

” pub l i shed
"

i n 1 644, po in ted gi
v

fxtgfi
out th at J ews, even though heret ics , might make good cause .

c i t i zen s
,
and i n subsequen t pamph l et s h e p u t forward

s im i lar arguments . I n 1 646, Leonard Busher
’s “ Re

l ig ious Peace was re-i s sued . The same si de was
taken by the I ndependen t d iv ine

,
mi l i tary h i sto r ian

and chap l ai n to the Counc i l o f S ta te
,
Hugh P eter s

( 1 598 afterwards execu ted fo r h i s comp l ic i ty
i n th e pun ishmen t o f Charl es I. , i n “ A Word fo r the
Army , and Two Words to the K i ngdom
E dward N i cho la s 1 wro te “ An Apo l ogy fo r th e
honou rabl e N at i on o f J ews

,
and a l l th e S ons o f

I srae l
,

” i n wh i ch h e sa id that th e then troubles o f
th e coun try were d i rec t l y due to E ngl and ’s fo rmer
treatmen t o f God ’s cho sen pe0p1e . J ohn S ad l er ,
th e H ebra i s t

,
po l i t i c i an and ma ster o f Magdal ene

Co l l ege
,
Cambr idge

,
bo l d ly champ ioned th e cause

o f th e J ews in h i s “ Righ t s o f the Kingdom
I n 1 65 2 Maj or W i l l i am Butl er , afterwards

one o f the Ma j o r-Genera l s
,
in h i s cr i t i c i sm o f J ohn

Owen ’

s sch eme fo r a re l ig i ous se t t l emen t, conc l uded
by ask ing wheth er i t was no t th e du ty o f magi st rates
to perm it th e J ews

,
whose convers i on we l ook fo r

,
to

l i ve free l y and peace fu l l y amongst u s .” I n th e same
year Capta in Norwood , i n h i s P rOposa l S for P ropaga
t i on of th e Gospe l

,
asked fo r th e readmi ss i on o f th e

J ews
,
and in a sympath et i c accoun t of a v is i t by a

sa i lo r to a synagogue at Leghorn
,
th e wr i te r asks

,

“ Sha l l th ey (th e J ews) be to l e rated by th e Pope ,
and by the Duke o f F l orence

,
by th e Turks

,
by th e

1 Th is Edward N icho las has no t ye t been ident i fied . He was once

t hough t to have been the same as S ir Edwa rd N icho las, S ecre ta ry to
Cha r les 1 . Ano th er v iew is t ha t he was a disgu ised Ma r rano , and i t has
even been s ta ted tha t “ Edwa rd N icho las ” wa s bu t a pseudonym for

Menasseh b en I srae l . S ee I s rae l S o lomons in the j ew is/z C/zron icle
,

Feb rua ry 9, 1906 .
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Barbar ians and other s
,
and sh al l E ngland st i l l h ave

l aws i n fo rce aga in st them ? When shal l th ey be
recal l ed ? On th e same s i de were ranged J ohn
Dury ( 1 596 th e P ro tes tan t d iv ine , th e advo

cate o f P ro tes tan t reun i on
,
and wr ite r ; th e Bapt i st

d iv ine
,
Henry J e ssey ( 1 60 1 who late r d i st ingu i sh ed

h imse l f by co l l ec t ing a cons iderab l e amoun t o f money
fo r th e benefi t o f impover i sh ed J ews se tt l ed i n J eru
sa l em ; and Thomas Fu l l e r ( 1 608 th e au th or o f
“ The Ho l y and th e P ro fane S tate ,

” “ A P i sgah S igh t ”

of Pa l est i ne
,
&c.

So far th e re l ig iou s and sent imen tal aspe ct s . At

th e same t ime argumen t s of a d i ffe ren t descr i pt ion ,
b ut po int ing toward s th e same goa l

,
were influenc ing

anoth er sect io n o f th e popu lat i on . The commercia l
ap t i tude of th e J ews was s ingled ou t for atten t i on

,

and i t was a rgued that from that po i n t o f v iew as we l l
a s on accoun t o f th e i n t roduct ion of cap i ta l

,
th e

i n corpora t i on of a J ewi sh el emen t in th e popu la t ion
was espec ial ly de s i rab l e . Ano ther e l emen t i n th e
same campa ign was the prevai l ing fash io n to con s ider
th e po l i cy o f the S tuarts u n sat isfac tory i n every deta i l ,
and the quest ion was often asked whethe r th i s t reat
ment th e non-admi ss ion o f the J ews ) sh ou l d be
made an excep t ion to th e genera l ru l e . Was i t no t
th e bus iness of th e Commonwea l th to break with al l
th e t rad i t i on s o f th e past
I n th e mids t o f al l th ese d i scuss ions and academi c
argumen ts

,
th e fi r s t defin i te s teps were taken for th e

readmiss ion o f the J ews to Eng l and . W i th th e su cces s
o f the I ndependen ts i n December 1 648 , th e hopes o f
th e advo cates o f re l ig io us fre edom appeared to be on
the po in t o f rea l isat i on

,
and the J ewi sh Quest ion

immed iate l y became one of p ract i ca l pol i t i cs . Close
upon th e coup popu l a rl y known as P r ide’s nPurge
came a meet ing of th e Counc i l o f Mechan i c s a t
Wh i teh al l

,
whereat “

a to l erat ion o f al l re l ig ions



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 70 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

J un t o or Caba l l
,
i t is recorded th at “ the i r rea l

de s igne i s to p l unde r and disarme th e C i ty o f London
and a l l the coun try round about . and t o se l l i t

( th e p l under) in bu l k to th e J ews , whom they have
la te ly admi t ted to se t up the i r banks and magaz ines o f
Trade amongst u s cont ra ry to an Act o f Par l iamen t
fo r th e i r ban ishmen t .

AUTHOR ITIES —L ucien \Vo l f, Menasseh b en I s rae l’s Mission
to O l ive r C romwe l l ” “ The Re-Se t t lemen t of the Jews in
Eng land ” H . 8 . Q . H enr iques , “ The Re t u rn of the Jews
to Eng land ” S . R . Ga rd ine r, “ H is to ry o f the Common

wea l t h and P ro tec tora te ,” vo l s . i i . and iv . C . H . F i r t h ,
“
S ome H is to rica l N o tes , 1 648

- 1 680, ( Transa ct ions , j c
'
zui s/z

His tor i ca l S oci ety ,
vo l . iv .

,

“
O r ig ina l Le t te rs and Pape rs

of S ta te add ressed to O l ive r C romwe l l ,” p ub l ish ed by Jo hn
N icko l l s , J unio r F . \V. Ma i t land

,

“ Apo s ta sy a t Common

Law ”
(Law Qua r ter ly Re

'

z/ i cw
,
vo l . i i . , E . S . o f Middle

sex (S ir E . K . S pence r) , “ An E p is t le to the lea rned Manasse

b en I s rae l ” D ic t iona r y of Na t iona l B iogra ph y En

cyc loped ia of the La w s o f Eng land
,

”

a r t ic l es
,

“ H e resy ” and

Uni fo rmi t y S ta t u tes of the Rea lm.



C H A P T E R X V I I I

THE CRYPTO-JEWS

( 1 643—1 65 5 )

CONTEMPORANEOUSLY with th i s phase th rough wh ich A secre t J ewish
Engl ish th ough t was pass ing

,
and wi th th is educat ion

i n ph i l o-S em i ti sm tha t th e Eng l i sh peop l e were under
go ing

,
th e smal l n umbe r o f J ewi sh se t t l e r s a l ready in

th e coun try was gradual ly increas ing . The year 1 643
saw a spec ia l influx

,
due to th e fi nanc ia l ex igences

o f the P arl i amen tary Government . They came from
Amste rdam

,
and doubt l ess immed iate l y j o ined th e

l i t t l e S ephard i 1 co l o ny a l ready sett l ed i n the Met ro
po l i s . Moreover

,
i t h ap pen s th at a t th e same t ime

th e Po rtuguese ambassado r i n London
,
An ton i o de

S ouza , was h imse l f a Marrano or Crypto-J ew,
and i t

was in th e ch ape l o f h i s embassy that th e sma l l co lony
o f S pan i sh and Por tuguese merchants u sed to assembl e
week ly

,
apparen t l y to hea r mass

,
in real i ty

,
however

,

i t seems
,
to j o i n in d ivi n e se rv i ce i n accordance wi th

J ewi sh r i tes .
O f th i s co l ony o f Cryp to-J ews th e fi rst i n impor tance Antonio

was undoubted ly An ton i o Fernandez Carvaj al , known
1

5 323233
“

in th e commun i ty a s Abrah am I srae l Carvaj al . Car
vaja l was born towards th e c lose o f th e s i xteen th
cen tu ry i n P o rtuga l

,
probab l y a t Fundao

,
a great

ce nt re o f Marrano i sm and of cons iderab l e commer
c ia l consequence . At any rate

,
i t i s ce rta in h e spen t

h i s ear l i est yea rs there . The oppre ss ion o f th e I n

quis it ion wrough t sad havo c w ith th e p ro sper i ty o f
tha t cen t re

,
and i t was doubt l ess in consequence o f

fear o f th at i ns trumen t o f re l ig ion th at Carvaj al , i n
1 J ews o f S pan ish or Po r tuguese o rigin.
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common wi th many o ther fe l low-Marranos , l e ft
Fundao . The ex i l e sett l ed fi rs t i n th e Canary I s lands ,
where he acqu ired some proper ty . Fo r commerc ia l
p u rposes Carvaj al removed to London be tween 1 630

and 1 635 . He marr ied a daugh te r o f An ton i o de
S ouza

,
the afore-ment io ned Portuguese ambassado r,

and speedi l y at ta i ned a p rospe rous and l ead ing po s i
t i o n among the E ngl i sh merchan t s . N umerous re l a
t ives came over from Spa i n and Po rtugal to ass i st in
th e conduct o f th e great bus iness th at was be i ng bu i l t
u p . Carvaj a l po ssessed sh ips t rad ing wi th such d i stan t
count r i es as th e E ast and West I nd ie s

,
S outh Amer i ca ,

and S yria
,
and had re p resentat ives i n a l l the importan t

commerc ia l cen t re s o f E urope . Among h i s fe l l ow
merchant s

,
al though an a l i en and a success fu l com

pet i to r
,
Carvaj al was undoubted ly popu l ar . He pre

tended to be a Pap i st , but was su spected of be ing a
J ew . Yet, when i n 1 645 Carvaj a l was denounced by
an in fo rmer for t ransgress ing th e Act o f Un i fo rm i ty
by absta i n ing from at tendance at chu rch

,
al l h i s

compet i tor s in t rade
,
as we l l as many o ther pro

minen t merchants
,
pet i t io ned Par l iament to p ro tect

h im . Th is was p rompt l y done . The i nformer was
summoned befo re th e House of Lords, and th e pro
ceedings quashed .

Meanwh i l e Carvaj a l con t i nued to prospe r . I n 1 649
h e was one of the five merchants en trusted by th e
Counc i l o f S tate wi th th e army con tra c t for co rn ;
and th e fo l l owing year

,
on the o utbreak o f war wi th

Por tugal
,
h i s goods and sh ip s were spec ia l l y exempted

from seizure by a warran t from the same body .

In J u ly 1 65 5 he and h i s two sons , who had p robab ly
been born i n E ngland , were enden izened, and the reby
became the fi rst E ngl i sh J ews of whom there i s any
reco rd .

1 Th i s adop t i on o f Engl ish na t iona l i ty
,
how

1 Un less David d i Nigare l l is o f Lucca , na t u ra l ised in 1 4 1 2 , was a l so a

Jew. S ee page 1 1 9.
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Henr iqu e J orge Mendes Henr ique Mendes da Co s ta )
was al so a great merchan t and conne cted wi th a
famous banking-house

,
t radi ng in Li sbon and An t

werp . The fam i l y to wh ich h e bel onged was one o f
th e mo s t p rominen t among th e S epha rd im . Mendes
re turned to An twerp in 1 655 .

An ton i o Rodr iques P eremena de Rebe l lo o r Robl es
was

,
l i ke Carva j a l

,
a na t ive o f Fundao

,
whence h e a l s o

had been dr iven by th e Inqu i si t i on
,
after h aving seen

h i s fath er burn t at th e stake
,
and h is mother cri pp l ed

on t h e ra ck . At first h e se t t l ed in th e Canar i es
,
but

was once more compel l ed
,
by fear o f th e I nqu i s i t i on

,

t o em igrate
,
and removed to London

,
where h e arr ived

abou t 1 640 . A bu s i n ess compet i tor o f h i s in London
was August i n Coronel Ch acon , fo rmerl y an agen t o f
Carvaja l

'

s in Li sbon . Chacon wa s born in Portugal ,
but removed to Bordeaux and Rouen

,
and afterwards

to Engl and . There h e acted as a Royal i st agen t
,
and

as such h i s se rv ices were rewa rded a fter the Restora
t i on with kn igh thood

,
subsequen t

,
however , to bap

t ism . Corone l acted as consu lar agent i n London fo r
Po rtuga l

,
and was the fi rs t to sugges t th e marr i age

be tween Char l es I I . and Cather ine o f Braganza .
From a posi t ion o f opu l ence Corone l fe l l in to sore
financ ia l s t ra i ts

,
and ended h i s l i fe on th e Con t i nen t

,

a pens ioner o f h i s r i ch J ewi sh re la t i ves .

1 Domingo
Vaes (Abraham I srae l ) de Bri to , Abraham Coen Gon
za l e s

,
I saac Lope s Ch i l l on

,
Domingo ( I srae l Ro i z)

Franc i a, Anton i o (Abraham) de P orto
,
S imon de

S ouza
,
Duar te H en r ique s Al vares

,
who had been

roya l treasu rer in th e Canary I s l ands
,
D i ego Rod

rigues Ar i es , Dom ingo de l a Cerda , and Davi d rla

Costa
,
were a l l merchan t s and Crypto—J ews sett l ed i n

London . These and oth ers
,
togethe r wi th th e i r wives

and ch i ldren
,
formed in 1 655 a commun i ty o f abou t

1 He seems to have reverted to J uda ism when misfor tunes over took
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two hundred sou l s . W i th ha rd ly
,
i f any, except io n ,

th ey bel onged to th e S ephard i b ranch of J ewry . They The ir
were al l p rosperou s m erchant s , many of those men
t ioned be ing very weal thy . The ir commerci al a c t i
y i t i es extended to al l p art s o f th e known wor ld , and
some o f them possessed estate s i n th e Canari es

,
th e

Braz i l s
,
and oth e r par ts . They deal t i n a lmost every

var ie ty o f merchandi se , and imported a con s iderabl e
amoun t o f bu l l i on from Spa in and Po rtuga l . Al l t h e
members o f th e colony dwe l t i n p rox imi ty to o ne
anoth er in th e eas tern part o f the c i ty

,
a n eighbou r

hood that had long been the fore ign quarter o f London
,

i n wh ich he ret ics , pap i st s, apostat e s from Chri s t i an i ty ,
and even convert s to J udai sm

,
we re to b e found

Franc i a l ived in Leadenha l l S t re e t ; Ar i e s i n Fen
chu rch S t reet ; D e P o r to i n S t . Ma ry Axe . A l i t t l e
farth er east

,
in D uke ’s P l ace , Coron e l Chacon , Duar te

Al vare s
,
and An ton io Robl es h ad set t l ed .

The members of th i s l i t t l e commun i ty
,
subsequent The ear l ies t

and perhaps i n add i t i on to th e attendances in the Synagogue '

chape l o f th e P ortuguese embassy
,
were accustomed

to meet togeth er on th e u sual o ccas i on s fo r d iv i n e
serv i ce acco rd ing to th e J ewi sh r i t e s

,
i n th e house

of Mose s I s rae l Ath ias
,
i n Cree Church Lane

,
Leaded

ha l l S t re et . Ath ias, who was a rel at i ve o f Carvaj a l ,
and had come to E ngl and i n h i s t ra i n

,
was i n fa c t

th e rabb i of th e l i t t l e secre t congregat ion
,
and h i s

house in Cree Chu rch Lane was th e synagogue
i n wh i ch th e Crypto-J ews wo rsh ipp ed . Offici a l l y
Ath ias was a c l erk in th e warehouse o f Carvaj a l

,

and
,
a l though the rea l pu rpo se o f h i s house wi th

i t s carefu l l y guard ed ent rances may have been some
t imes suspected

,
th e congregat ion wa s neve r in te r

fered wi th , and met regu lar ly w i th ou t d i sturbance .
The synagogue i n Cree Church Lane was

,
h owever

,

no t th e on ly on e to be found i n th e Me tropo l i s
,

wh i l e i t s J ewish i nh ab i tan t s were st i l l l i vi n g th ere i n
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di sgu ise . There was a t l ea st one othe r house o f
worsh ip i n S t . Helen s

,
o f wh i ch Dav id Mi e r was

“ p r i e st
,
bu t to ne i th er can more than the barest

re ference s be found . O f th e h is tory o f these two
p l aces o f worsh i p and o f any othe r s imi l ar ones
that migh t have exi sted a t th e t ime

,
noth ing i s

now known .

The excep tiona l favou r shown to th ese J ews by
Cromwel l

,
the conn ivance at th e breach o f l aw

effe cted by the i r unauthor i sed se rvi c es and ab sten

t i on from church
,
were no t due mere l y to ph i l o

J ewi sh sympathy . Cromwel l was
,
fo r the age in

wh ich he l ived
,
ext remely l i be ral m inded and super i o r

to th e p et ty p rej ud i ces th at in fl u enced h is l e ss en

l i gh tened assoc ia te s and fe l l ow-re fo rmers . To h im
the l i be l s and superst i t i on s o f th e J ew-haters h ad
l i t t l e force

,
and p ersonal l y h e had no obj ect ion to

th e fre e movement o f J ews in th e coun t ry . Cromwel l
h ad

,
however

,
two very pos i t ive reason s for favour ing

an un restr i cted J ewish set t l emen t . The keystone o f
h i s po l icy was the we l far e o f the Engl i sh na t ion .

H is obj e ct was to make o f E ngland a grea t na t i on
,

pro sp e rous and free . To ach ieve th i s obj ec t h e
knew that commerc i al expans i on and success were
necessary

,
and to at ta i n th ese h e hop ed to h ave the

co-opera t ion o f great J ewi sh merchan ts by en

courag ing th em to sett l e on E ngl i sh so i l . Cromwel l
wa s by no means unacqua in t ed wi th th e resour ces
and wide act iv i t i e s o f the r i ch S epha rd i J ews o f th e
Con t inen t . The Span i sh and P ortuguese t rade was
in th e ir hands ; th e Levan t t rade a l so to a cons ider
abl e exten t . J ews h ad he lp ed to found the Hamburg
Bank

,
and were c l ose l y connected w i th th e Dutc h

E a st and West I nd i an Compan i es . As bu l l i on mer
chan t s a l so

,
J ews were p rom inen t

,
and

,
in add i t ion

,

many of them owned fleets o f merch an tmen .

The se cond reason fo r Cromwel l ’s favou r was th e
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the Roya l i s t sh i pp ing a t Ostend and th ereby prevent
a renewal o f the C iv i l Wa r.

to Cromwel l 's a c t ion in favouring a J ewi sh sett l emen t
was we l l j ust i fied by the immed ia te resu l t s . The
commerc ia l benefi t to th e nat ion by the acqu is i t i on
o f those Ma rrano merchant s cou ld admi t o f no doubt .
They made the i r new home the cen t re o f a wor ld
wide commerce . The fi rs t J ewish se tt l er s brough t
with th em cap i ta l in ready money o f o ne and a ha l f
m i l l ion pounds

,
and th i s at a t ime when one o f the

spec ia l troubl es o f th e coun t ry was a sca rci ty o f co in .

Thei r annua l t u rnover in t rade equal l ed a twel fth o f
th e to ta l commerce o f th e coun t ry .

AUTHOR ITI ES —L ucienWo l f
, Menasseh b en I s rae l’s M ission

The Re-S e t t lemen t of the Jews ,” “ The F i rs t Engl ish Jew
( Tr ansa ct ions , j cw i s/i Hi s tor i ca l S oci ety ,

vo l . i i . , C ry p to
J ews unde r the Commonwea l t h Tr ansa ct ions , j cw is/z Hi s tor ica l
S oci ety ,

vo l . i . ,
“ C romwe l l’s Jew ish l n te l l igence rs ” ( 7

’

l ze

j ea ns/z L i ter a ry Annua l
,



CHAPTER X IX

MENAS SEH B EN I SRAEL

( 1 64 8—1 654 )

OF th e many th reads tha t , l ead i ng from var i ous d irec The E ngl ish
t i ons

,
u l t im ate l y comb ined to co-Op erat e i n th e Re

S ett l eme nt o f t he J ews i n Englan d , th ere are st i l l one
o r two that dese rve men t ion . The S tuar t po l i cy of
p lac ing the a l t erna t ives o f em igrat i on , o r con fo rm i ty
to th e E stabl i she d Church , befo r e th e d i ssen t ien t
Puri tan e l emen ts i n th e popu l at i o n had re su l ted i n
peop l ing th e Ameri can co l on ie s w ith th e mos t l ibe ral
m inded o f th e E ngl i sh . I t thu s came about tha t th e
i nhab i t an ts o f th e American co lon ie s were th e mo st
advanced and to l e ran t among a l l nat ion s th e n ex is t
ing, and a l though th e co l on i st s were no t a l toge ther
sel f-govern ing , ye t th e Op in i on s and fee l i ngs o f the
peop l e d id no t fa i l to i n fluence th e i r ru l e rs . O f al l
th e Amer ican co lon i es , th a t o f Rhode I s l and was most
l ib era l l y governed . I t h ad been founded by Roger To iem ion in

W i l l i ams
,
th e apo st l e o f re l igio us l i ber ty

,
who se wr i t ‘he

ings on behal f o f to l erat i o n o f th e J ews h ave a l ready
been ment i oned ; and in i t s con s t i tut ion

,
adopted in

1 64 1 , on e o f th e l aws ran :
“ We agree , as fo rmer l y

hath been th e l ibe rt i es o f th e town
,
so s t i l l

,
to hol d

fo r th e l ibe r ty o f consc ience . I t was under W i l l iams’

pres idency la t e r
,
between 1 65 5 and 1 657 , th at th e

founda t i on s o f th e remarka bly p rosperous J ewi sh
set t l ement o f N ewpor t were l a i d . W i l l iam s

,
who dur

ing h is vi s i ts to E ngland neve r om i tted to t ake part in
th e campa ign fo r to le rat ion , was, as h as a l re ady been
men t i oned

,
ab ly seconded by anothe r p reach er , Hugh

X79
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P eters
,
who had fi l led th e pul p i t vacated by W i l l i ams

at S a l em .

Another impu lse th at came from Ameri ca was the
compu lsory emigrat ion o f numerous J ewi sh se t t l e rs
in S outh Amer i ca . The reconque st o f th e Braz i l s by
th e P o rtuguese in 1 654 n ece ss i tated a resumpt io n of
th e p erenn ia l wander ings o f the ex i l es . Many o f th e
fugi t i ves

,
who were numbe red by th e thousand , fled

to th e Engl ish and Dutch co lo n i es in North Amer i c a
and th e West Ind i es . S ome o f th em founded the
J ewi sh sett l emen t i n N ew Yo rk , th en known as N ew
Amsterdam . A l arge body tu rned to th e coun t ry from
wh ich the p l ace o f th e i r soj o u rn had been to rn , and
made th e i r way under th e l ead o f the i r rabb i

,
I saa c

Ab oab , to Ho l l and . Those who sett l ed i n th e Engl i sh
co l on i e s carr i ed the i r tr ade w i th them . N o l onger on
Dutch so i l

,
h owever

,
commerce wi th th e i r re lat ives

and fr i ends in Hol l and was rendered most d ifficu l t
,

i f no t impo ss ib l e , by th e commerc ia l p o l icy o f England
as exemp l ified in th e N aviga t i on Act wh ich pro tected
E ngl i sh sh ipp ing and Engl i sh por t s at th e expen se o f
t ho se of th e Con t in en t . To cont i nu e the i r bus ines s
re l at i on s wi th the i r fr i ends l iv i ng i n H o l l and

,
i t was

ne cessary th at th e l at ter shou ld e i the r themsel ves set t l e
in E ngland or appo i n t agen ts th ere . I n e i th er case i t
was the J ews a l one who were affe c ted

,
and thus th e

conquests o f Por tuga l in S outh Ameri ca l ed to an
increase o f the J ewish popu lat ion of London .

One oth er Amer ican e lemen t in th e Re-S et t l emen t
was o f a more academ ic ch aracte r . The prob lem of

The Lost Ten th e fa t e o f the Lost Ten Tr ibes o f I srae l is one tha t
Tm’e s' had al ready

,
by th e date at wh i ch we have arr ived

,
fo r

cen tur ie s a rou sed cons iderabl e a tten t i on in cer ta in
c i rc l es . Th roughout the c iv i l i sed worl d a t tempts were
frequent l y be ing made to so lve th e myste ry . In E ng
l and

,
references to th e Lost Tr ibe s and th e supposed

p l ace of the i r co ncealmen t a re to be found in wri ter s
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outbur st s o f act iv i ty d i splayed by the I nqu i s i t io n in
1 603 and 1 605 , and in consequence o f the suffer ings
then endured

,
th ey

,
togeth er wi th a l arge number o f

fe l l ow Marranos
,
l e f t Portuga l at th at t ime . Wherever

Menasseh was born
,
h e and h i s paren ts se tt l ed in

Ams te rdam very short ly a f ter t he i r departure from
Li sbon . In Amste rdam , Menasseh

’

s educat ion was

entru sted to Rabb i I saac U z i e l o f the new congrega
t i on , th e Now l i S /za lonz . U z i e l was not on l y sk i l l ed
in Ta lmud and mathemat i c s ; h e had a l so some
repu tat ion as a phys ic ian

,
and was wel l known as a

H ebrew poe t . Unde r h i s maste r’s care Menasseh

progressed so sat i sfac to r i ly tha t at th e age o f fi fteen
he was qua l ified to preach

,
and th ree years l ater h e

was appo in ted to su c ceed h i s t eacher
,
who had mean

wh i l e d ied , i n th e synagogue . About th e same t ime
Menasseh marri ed Rachae l Soe i ra , a grea t grand
daugh ter o f th e i l l ustr i o us Don I saac Abravane l , 1 and
a member of a fami ly reputed to be descended from
K ing Dav id . By her h e had three ch i ldren ,

Grac i a

( Hannah ) , J o seph , named a fter Menasseh
’

s fa the r ,
and S amue l .
So succes sfu l a s a p reacher d i d the new rabb i
become that h e proved a r ival to h i s renowned
co l l eague

,
I saac Ab oab , between whose o rato ry and

Menasseh
’

s i t was d iffi cu l t to gi ve th e pre ference . To
teach ing al so

,
Menasseh devoted h imsel f wi th zeal .

N everth e le ss th e remunera t i on he re ce ived from h i s
congregat ion proved in suffic i en t, and i t became neces
sary for h im to supplemen t h i s o rd inary i n come . Fo r
th i s purpose Menasseh determ ined to estab l i sh a
Hebrew pr in t ing-press in Amsterdam

,
th e fi rs t in th e

1 The sta tesman and Bib l ica l commenta to r ( 1437 who, a fte r va in
e ff o rts to induce the revoca t ion of the ed ic t of expu ls ion of the Jews from
S pa in, h imse l f headed th e e xodus . Abravane l wa s t reasure r to A lfonso V .

o f Po r tuga l . On the dea th of t ha t mona rch he en te red the se rvice of

Queen I sabe l la o f Ca st i le , and a fter the expu ls ion from Spa in tha t o f the
K ing of Naples. Afte r his subsequent se t t lement in Venice Abravane l
nego t ia ted a comme rcia l t rea ty be tween tha t Repub l ic and Po r tuga l .



MENASSEH BEN ISRAEL





https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 84 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

than as th e “ Theo logian and Ph i lo sopher , as he
l i ked to styl e h imsel f .
Menasseh

’

s wri t ings may be c lassed under th ree
head ings— “ Theo logica l Ph i lo sophy

,

” “ Theo log ical
Exposi t i ons

,
and H istor i cal Wr i t i ngs . In th e

firs t c lass comes Dc Tornzino Vim ( 1 639)—wri tten in
Lat in

,
and transl ated a fterwards by Thomas P ocock

i n to Engl i sh— wri t ten a t th e reques t o f B everovicius,
so tha t th e J ewi sh s ide o f a quest ion th en exe rc i s ing
th inking minds shou l d be heard ; De l a Resurreccion

do [as mucr tos De l a f rag i l ia
’

a a
’
ti nma na

, y in

cl inacion a
’
cl hombre a"pecca a

’

o both wri tte n in
Span i sh and t rans l ated i n to Lat in ; N z

'

s/znza s Hay inz

( 1 65 1 ) in Hebrew, a work fu l l o f Cabbal i s t i c ten

dencies ; and an essay “ On Creat ion ( 1 635 ) i n
Lat i n . The l as t-named gave r i s e

,
th rough an eu lo

gist ic poem wr i tte n i n p ra i se o f i t by B ar laeus , to
a l ea rned co ntroversy that ex tended over a l ong
pe r i od .

His theo logica l Among Menasseh
’

s
“ Theo logi c al Expo s i t ion s a re

works'

to be p laced h i s Conci l i aa’or a l ready no t i ced , th e second
part o f wh i ch appeared i n 1 64 1 , the th i rd i n 1 650, and

th e fo ur th and l as t th e fo l l owing year . In 1 65 5 , how
eve r

,
Menasseh wro te a supp l emen t in Span i sh , P ica

’
ra

Glor z
'

osa o do [a E s ta tua a
’

e Neonc/zaa
’
ncsa r

,
ded icated to

I saac Voss iu s
,
and i l l ust ra ted w i th four e tch ings by

th e au thor’s fr i end Rembrandt ; and T/zosonro a
’

os

D inz
'

nz ( 1 645 a l so in S pan i sh . Many o f Menasseh
’

s

theo l ogica l wo rks were never pub l i shed . S ome were
no t even fin i sh ed . Among th ese are ment ioned th e
“ D iv ine O r ig in and Au tho r i ty o f the Mosa i c Law

,

”

A S ummary o f J ewi sh Theology
,

” Rabb in i cal
Ph i l osophy

,

” “ S c ience o f th e Ta lmudist s in a l l i t s
Branches,

” “ N ecessi ty o f Tradi t ion
,

” “ Image “f o r
sh ip

,

”
&c . Among works contemp lated were “ The

S even ty Weeks o f Dan i e l , 21 B iol iot/zeca Ra bbinica , and

a H ebrew-Arab i c l ex icon .



MENASSEH BEN ISRAEL 1 8 5

Ch ie f among Menasseh
’

s h i s tor i ca l wr i t i ngs comes His h istor ica l
th e “ Hero i c H isto ry

,

” where in th e author propossed wri t ings

to ed i t an d to some exten t re-wwri te J o sephus con
t inu ing th e h is to ry of the J ews un t i l th e auth or 3 own
day . Th e book , i f w r i t t en , was h owever n eve r pub
l ished . H is o the r wri t ings i n th e same c l ass , the
Vindicicc ]na

’
wornnz

,
th e “ Hop e of I srae l

,
and th e

“ Addre ss to the E ngl ish N at ion
,
wi l l rece ive fu rther

no t i ce l ate r . One o ther book from Menasseh
’

s pen

th at demands men t i o n i s h i s trans l at io n o f Phokyl ides
in to S pan i sh verse .
The re putat ion gain ed for Menasseh by the se works Menasseh s

rap id ly sp read th roughou t E u rope , and h i s co rres gfigiifgi
'

gi
ems

pondents incl uded most of th e l earned J ews o f th e
day . I n add i t i on many Chr i st ian scho lars

,
a tt racted

to h im b y h i s wr i t i ngs and h is renown
,
j o ined th e

c i rc l e of h i s acquai n tances and fr i end s . Among
these were Gerha rd

,
I saac and D i o nys i u s Voss i u s

,

Hugo Grot i u s
,
Ca spar B ar laeus

,
Cunaeus

,
B och ar t,

H uet
,
Blonde l

,
and Anna Mar i e de S ch urman .

Among Menasseh
’

s personal fr i end s was al so in

c l uded th e great art i st Rembrandt van Rhyn . On
one occas ion Menasseh took a par ty co nsi st ing of
H ue t th e s cep t ic and th eo l ogian

,
Davi d Bl onde l

th e French P ro testan t theol og ia n and wr i te r , S amue l
B ochart th e French P ro tes tan t m i n i ster

,
th eo l ogian ,

and au thor , and I saac Voss i u s
,
to th e Nave/z Sna l onz

synagogue , o f wh i ch he was rabb i . Menasseh
’

s

d is t ingu i shed J ew i sh fr i ends were a l so numerous .
The i r number inc l uded the phys ic i an I mmanue l B o
carro Frances y Rosale s ( J acob Rosa l es Heb raeus) ,
I mmanue l N ehem ias , th e Bueno s, Ab ravane l s, P i n to s,
Raphae l Lev i

,
Dan i e l Ab ud iente

,
David S e n io r Hen

rique z , th e renowned Z acuto Lusi tano
,
Dan i e l d e

Caceres
,
th e Marr ano sc i en t i s t and o r ien tal i s t D i ego

B arrassa
,
and other s . J oseph S ol omon De lmedigo o f

Cand ia
,
th e famous ph i lo soph er and phys i c ian , who ,
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in the course o f h is wander ings
,
fo und h imse l f a t

Amsterdam , was e nabl ed by Menasseh to pub l i sh
the re a se l ect ion o f h i s works .
Al th ough Menasseh had thu s obta ined a d i st in

gu ished p lace in th e l i tera ry c i rc l e s o f Amste rdam
,

h i s pr i vate l i fe was by no means devo id o f worry
a nd anx iety . The p i ttance al l owed h im by the
congregat io n to wh ich he was a t tach ed was qu ite
insuffic ien t to supp l y h i s needs

,
and the su ccess o f

th e p r i n t ing bus in e ss he h ad es tab l ished was impera
t ive . I n th i s sphere o f act iv i ty

,
however

,
compet i to rs

h ad ar i sen , and th e busine ss was no l onger so re

munerat ive as when fi rs t estab l ished . Mo reover,
Menasseh

’

s re l at i o ns wi th h i s co l l eagues i n the ser
v ic e o f th e commun i ty were by no mean s fr i end ly ,
and th o se with S au l Lev i Mo rte ira (c. 1 596

th e Haham o f th e B et Ya
’

akob congregat ion ,
were

espe c ia l ly stra i ned . Morteira counted among h i s
p up i l s Baruch Sp inoza and Mose s Z acu to . At a
l a t e r date h e was a member of th e B e th D in that
pronounced th e decree of excommun i cat ion aga inst
the former . D r iven by financ i al necess i t i e s Menasseh

determ ined t o en t er the commerci a l world . He
“c enters en tered i n to partnersh i p wi th h i s brother-in-l aw

,
commerce , and

de i ermmes 10 E ph ra im Soe i ro
,
who In th e i r jom t In teres ts wen t

to Braz i l i n 1 638 . The expectat ion s o f Menasseh

were no t rea l i sed by th i s t rad ing missi on , and he
thereupon determ ined h imse l f to em igra t e and set t l e
in S outh America . In h i s dete rminat ion h e was
st rengthened by a communa l reorgan isa t ion in

Amsterdam whereby Menasseh l os t h is appo in tmen t
wi th th e Novel : S /za lonz congrega t i on . In p repa rat ion
fo r the change

,
th e second par t of th e Conci l ia a’or , p ub

l i sh ed dur ing th e cr i s i s, was ded icated to th e J ews
o f P ernambuco and to th e Genera l Counc i l o f the
Dutch E as t I nd ia Company . The P r ince o f O range
gave h im l e tte rs o f in t roduct ion to the P re s iden t o f
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and through Menasseh
’

s i n s trumental i ty con s iderab l e
add i t i on s made to the co l l e ct ion .

Menasseh
’

s po l i t ica l obj ect s i n th i s connect ion were
cu t shor t by th e abd i c at ion of th e queen

,
but the cor

respondence be tween th em con t i nued a fter that even t .
He wai ted upon her dur i ng h er stay at An twerp , and
sho rt l y a fterwards wrote h i s Oracion panegy r ica a

‘

l a

Mag d. a
’
e C/zr is t ina , Rey na a

’
e S necia . He al so app l i e d

to h er for p e c un i ary ass i stance i n the publ i cat i on o f
h i s la rge S pan i sh B ib l e ; th e res u l t o f the app l i cat io n
i s no t known .

AUTHOR ITIES —Lucien Wo l f
,
Ame r ican E lements in the Re

S e t t lemen t” (Tr ansa ct i ons ,]ew z
'

s/z H i s tor i ca l S oci ety ,
vo l . i i i . ,

H . Ad le r
,

“ A H omage to Mena sseh b en I s rae l ” (Transa ct ions ,
j ew is/z H i stor i ca l S oci ety, vol . i . , 1 895) M . Kayserl ing ,

“ The L i fe
and Labo u rs of Manasseh b en I s rae l ” (“ Misce l lany of H eb rewL i te ra t u re ,” vo l . i i . , 1 8 7 7 ) Albe r t M . Hyamson

,

“ The Lo s t Tr ibes
and the I nfl uence of the S ea rch for t h em on the Re t u rn of the J ew s
to Eng land ”(j ew i s/z Qua r ter ly Rev i ew , vo l . xv . , M . Ga s te r,
Mana sse h b en I s rae l ’s L i te ra ry Ac t iv i t y ” (]ew i s/z Chroni cl e,
Dec. 1 , J ew ish Encyc loped ia ,” a r t ic le , “Manasse h b en
I s rae l .”



CHAPTER XX

THE WH ITEHALL CON FERENCE

( 1 650—1 65 5 )

MENASS EH had al ready s in ce some years h ad h i s Menasseh
’

s

atten t i on d i rected toward s E ngl and and the even t s E235,
“

th at were happen i ng th ere . I n th e great s truggl e po l i t ics .

be tween th e crown and th e p eop l e h i s sympa th i e s,
in common wi th tho se of most of h i s fe l l ow-J ews o f
H o l l and

,
seem to have been on th e s ide of th e S tu ar t s,

and i t was to th ese fee l ings that h e gave express ion
i n an orat i on on th e occas i o n o f th e v i s i t o f Queen
H enr ie tt a Mar i a to th e Amsterdam Syn agogue i n 1 642 .

Fi ve year s l ate r h i s op i n i o n h ad hardl y al tered
,
fo r

i n wr i t ing to an E ngl i sh fr iend h e st igmat i sed th e
C iv i l War as a D i v i ne pun i shmen t for th e expu l s ion
o f the J ews from E ngl an d in th e th i r teen th ce ntu ry .

The seed o f h i s fu tu re en deavours for th e Re-S e t t l e
men t h ad evide nt ly been a l ready sown . Menasseh

’

s

dreams and hope s were th u s gradual l y be ing tu rn ed
i n the d i rec t i o n o f E ngl and, th ere to find as s i stance in
h i s twofo l d p lan for th e ha sten i ng o f th e m i l l enn i um
and th e immed iat e re l i e f o f J ewi sh suffe r i ng

,
when h e

rece ived th e l ette r con cern ing th e Los t Ten Tr i bes
from Dury . Dury was one of th e numerou s Chr i st i an
sch o l ar s wi th whom Mena sseh was on terms o f fr i end
sh i p . Dur ing h i s v i s i t s t o H o l l and h e h ad frequen t l y
met the Amsterdam rabbi , and among oth er top i cs o f
conversat ion h ad been th e remarkab l e “ Rel at i on of
An ton i o Mon te z inos . The s to ry o f Montez inos

,
o th e r The Rem

wise Aaron Levi
,
wh ich had at tracted Menasseh

,
was “0“ Of

Antonio
to th e e ffect

,
th at wh i l e trave l l i ng In th e In ter i or o f Montezmos

1 89
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S outh Amer ica h e h ad come acros s a nat ive tr ibe
c l a im ing descen t from Reuben

,
undoub ted ly a remnan t

o f th e Ten Tr ibe s that had centur i es be fore apparent ly
compl e te l y d i sappeared . Th i s s to ry of Montez ino s

had been supported by affi dav i t
,
and had obta i n ed

th e immed iate accep tance o f Menasseh . Dury
’

s re

ques t fo r in format ion regard ing i t met wi th a ready
response . Menasseh sen t a copy o f Montez inos

’

dec larat i on by return
,
and on th e appea rance o f

Thorowgood
’

s book i n 1 650 th e
“ Rel at io n o f

Anton i o Montez inos appeared as an appendix .

Abou t th e same t ime a correspondence had been
conducted between Menasseh and th e enth us i ast i c
Mi l l enar i an

,
Na th an ie l H olmes, where in the v iews

of th e l at te r concern ing th e impend ing adven t o f
th e l\I ess ianic Age were put forward wi th emphas i s .
H itherto Menasseh had t ro ubl ed l i t t le about Monte
zi no s’ narrat ive

,
but th e argumen ts o f Ho lmes p l aced

i t i n a new l igh t . He remembered i t had been fo re
to ld , th at be fore I srael cou ld be restored to th e Ho l y
Land th e i r scat ter ing th roughout the wor ld mu s t be
comp l ete . From the “ Rel at i on of Montez inos and

other accounts i t appeared that the I s rae l i te s h ad
a l re ady reached Ameri ca . I n th e who l e o f th e then
known world Br i ta in remai ned th e on ly coun try i n
wh ich th e Ch i ldren of I srae l we re no t to be found .

Once the D i sp ers i on were comp le ted by th e adm iss ion
o f the J ews into E ngl and , th e m i l l enn ium cou l d no
longer be delayed . Al l oth er i n teres ts were forgotten
i n th e new di scovery

,
and Menasseh h enceforth de

voted h imse l f to work i ng for the re-set tl emen t o f th e
J ews i n Engl and . The rece ip t o f Dury

’

s l et ter at fi rst
incl i ned Mena sseh to wr i te a treat i se on th e d ispe rs i on
of th e Ten Tri bes genera l ly . H is p lan , howeve r , was
speed i ly changed

,
and he dete rm ined to devo te th e

volume to proving th e au then t i c i ty o f th e c la im o f
I srae l i t i sh ancestry by the nat ive s o f Amer i ca, and

,
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th e fo re fron t o f th e E uropean powers
,
was o f more

consequence . I n anoth e r ch apter Cromwel l ’s know
ledge o f th e Crypto-J ews of London and th e i r se rv i ces
both to th e Commonweal th and to commerce h ave
been adve rted upon . An i n crea se i n the number o f
men such as Carvaj a l and De Cace res

,
Cromwel l had

very good reason to we l come . For th e moment th i s
obj ect o f Cromwel l ’s se emed on th e po in t o f at ta i n
men t wi thou t any spec i al effo r t . Dur ing th e year
1 65 1 negot i a t i on s were in progress wi th th e Govern
ment o f Ho l land for a treaty o f coa l i t i on between
th e two cou nt r i es

,
and i f th i s had been effected J ewi sh

merch an ts wou ld have acqu i red i n Engl and r igh t s
s im i la r to those th ey possessed i n Ho l l and . The nego
t iat ions

,
however

,
fe l l th rough

,
and in stead o f a t reaty

o f coa l i t ion
,
th e pro tect io n i st N avigat i on Act

,
spec ia l l y

d ire c ted aga ins t H o l l and , en t ered th e S ta tu te Book .

Under th e new cond i t i on s i t b ecame advi sab l e for
J ewi sh merch an t s to set t l e i n E ngl and

,
and as th e i r

removal wou l d p rove mutual ly benefic ia l
,
some means

o f l egal i s ing a J ewish set t l ement had to be found .

The S t . J ohn M i ss i on
,
cons i st i ng o f O l i ver S t .

J ohn
,
Ch ie f J ust i ce o f th e Common P l eas

,
and Wa l ter

S t r i ckl and , who had previous l y acted as th e repre

senta t ive o f the Long Par l iamen t i n Ho l l and , with
John Thur loe

,
afterward s S ecre tary o f S tate, a s secre

ta ry
,
finding i ts o ri g inal m i ss i on l i ke l y to be a fa i l ure

,

was in st ructed to study the J ewish Quest i on ,
and i n

a l l probab i l i ty en tered in to nego t i at ions w i th th e
l ead ing J ews of Amsterdam . Thur lo e ce rta i n l y had
frequent i n terv i ews wi th Menasseh b en I srae l , and

th e members o f the M i ss i on were en ter ta i n ed by th e
synagogue . The return o f th e Mi s s ion to E ngland
was immed ia te ly fo l l owed by a l ette r from Menasseh

t o th e Counci l o f S ta t e
,
wh ich was re ferred to a com

m ittee of wh i ch Cromwel l h imse l f was a member . A

few month s la te r two passes
,
togeth e r w ith an invi
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tat ion to come to E ngland , were sen t to the Amster
dam rabb i . I n th e meanwh i l e, however , th e l ong
th reatened war broke ou t between E ngl and and
Ho l l and

,
and Mena sseh

’

s depar ture wa s p reven ted .

Moreove r more urgen t a ffa i rs d rove th e J ewi sh Ques
t io n into th e background

,
and al though th e d i scu ss i on

of th e subj ect con t i nued fitfu l l y i n p amph le t s and
broadsheets

,
for th e moment i t was n o l onger a top ic

o f p ract i ca l po l i t i cs . N everthe l ess
,
i n 1 65 3 a P uri tan

ex t remi st , S amue l Herri ng, i n the m idst o f a l engthy
p et i t i on to Par l i amen t a sk i ng for var i ou s reforms i n
th e governmen t o f th e k ingdom

,
prayed “ That th e

Jewes shou l d be ca l l ed in to th i s Commonwea l th , and
have p laces a l l o t ted th em to inh ab i t i n

,
and exerc i se

th ere l yb erty, fo r th ere tyme i s neere at hand .

S im i l ar act i on was a l so taken by Robert R ich , and
on th e mot ion o f H en ry Mart i n th at th e suppo sed
Act o f E xpu l s i on be repeal ed

,
a sp i r i ted but fu t i l e

p ar l iamen tary debate took p lace .
The conc l us i o n o f p eace th e fo l l owing yea r saw the
resumpt i on of th e n egot iat i on s be tween Cromwe l l and
Menasseh . The l atte r, however, s t i l l fa i l ed to make
u se o f h i s p ass and i n person p lead th e cau se o f h i s
co-r e l ig ion ist s before th e Engl i sh Governmen t . He
wa s d i ssuaded by h i s fr i e nds from cro ss i ng to Eng
l an d

,

“ cons ider i ng th e chequered and in terwoven
v i c i ss i tudes and tu rn s o f th ings h ere bel ow . The
true expl anat ion was th e precar i ou s po s i t i on Menasseh

he l d i n Amsterdam
,
i n consequence of h i s quarrel s

w i th co l l eagues . I t was feared tha t th e undertak ing
of a m i ss i on to Engl and , a nat i on at th at t ime de
t es ted by th e Du tch fresh from host i l i t i e s

,
migh t p rove

fata l to Menasseh
’

s pos i t ion in Amste rdam . Menasseh

th ere fo re stayed at h ome
,
and i n h is p lace Manue l

Ma r t i nez (Davi d Ab arvane l ) Dorm ido , h i s b roth e r-in
l aw , cro ssed th e Nor th S ea .

Do rm ido had been a Marrano o f great weal th and

N

W ar wi th
Ho l land de lays
the J ewish
Ques t ion .

Conclus ion of

peace .



David Aba r
vane l Dormido .

Dormido’

s

pe t i t ions
re fe rred to
the Counci l
o f S ta te .
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a Governmen t offic ia l in Andal us ia . Like so many o f
h i s k ind red

,
however

,
he had come under th e not i c e

o f the I nqu i s i t ion
,
and to e scap e th e atten t i on o f th e

H o ly Office had fl ed . Aft er e igh t years i n Bordeaux
,

Dormido set t l ed in Hol land , where h e open l y j o i ned
the J ewish commun i ty . I n Amsterdam Dorm ido b e
came a weal thy merchan t and a l ead ing membe r o f
the J ewi sh commun i ty . The conques t o f P e rnambuco
by the Po rtuguese earl y in 1 654, howeve r , depr ived
h im of th e grea te r po rt io n o f h i s mean s

,
and find ing

i t necessary to recommen ce h i s career
,
Dormido de

termined to do so in E ngl and
,
where h e knew many

oth er Marranos to be se tt l ed . Thus Dorm ido came to
Engl and in two capac i t i e s— p rivate l y to mend h i s for
tune

,
offic i al l y a s th e represen tat ive o f h i s b rother-in

l aw Menasseh , and th rough h im as th e ambassado r o f
J ewry . Immedi ate ly o n h is arr i va l in London ,

Do r
m ido se t about p repar ing two pe t i t i on s to Cromwe l l .
The former dea l t wi th h is own pe rsona l affa i rs. I t
recorded h is suffe r i ngs i n the past

,
h i s des i re to become

a subj ec t o f th e Commonwea l th
,
and h i s p rayer fo r

the P ro tector’s in te rce ss ion wi th th e k ing of Portugal
,

so th at Dorm ido ’s property m ight be restored . The
second pe t i t i on asked fo r th e re-admi ssi on o f th e Jews
to E ngland on te rms o f equal i ty with the Chr i st ian
inhabi tan ts . The admiss i on was asked for on the
grounds o f th e advan tage to t rade and indu stry of a
J ewish immigrat ion

,
and th e con sequen t i ncrease in

th e publ ic reven ue . Fina l l y, Dorm ido asked that, i n
th e even t o f the p raye r be i ng granted

,
th e con tro l

and managemen t o f th e new commun i ty shou ld be
en tru sted to h im .

These pet i t i on s were most grac i o us ly acce p ted by
Cromwel l

,
and immed iate l y re ferred to the Counc i l

o f S tate, with the endorsemen t H i s H igh ness i s
p l eased in an e sp ec ia l]manner to recommend these
two annexed pap ers to th e sp eedy cons iderat ion o f the
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a long peri od th e J ewi sh commun i ty o f S uri nam was
one of the most prosperou s i n th e D i aspo ra .
Menasseh was accompan i ed by h i s son and three
rabbi s

, one o f them ,
J acob Saspo rtas

,
afterwards

Haham or ecc l es iast i ca l head of th e London com
mun i ty . He d id not t ake up h i s quarters in th e
eastern part of th e c i ty

,
where th e Marranos dwe l t

,

but was l odged i n th e S trand , the mo st fash i onabl e
quarte r o f th e town , a ne ighbourhood frequented by
fore ign ambassadors and oth e r person s o f po l i t i cal
consequence . H i s fi rst bu siness was to prin t t h e
“ Humbl e Addresses

,

” th e fo rmal pet i t ion to the
Governmen t for th e re-admission o f th e J ews . I n th i s
documen t th e p et i t ion e r n o longer pu t forwa rd th e
Mess ian i c prophec i e s and Lost Tr ibe legend s as
pr imary arguments i n suppor t o f h i s request . He
based h i s cl a ims on th e argument o f po l i t i ca l ex

pediency . I nc iden ta l l y h e de fended th e J ews agai n s t
th e cha rges o f r i tual mu rde r

,
usury

,
and th e conver

s i o n of Chr i st ian s . He asked fo r abso l u te freedom of
movemen t and sett l ement fo r J ews i n E ngl and

,
to

ge ther wi th th e unrestr i c ted exerc i se o f the i r re l ig io n .

The pr ime mot ive of h i s previ ou s effor ts had been th e
hasten ing o f th e mi l l enn ium . The renewa l o f th e per
secution o f th e J ews i n Po lan d now rendered h im
anx io us to find a re fuge fo r th e fug i t ives from Eastern
E urope

,
as we l l a s fo r th e vi ct ims o f th e I nqu i s i t ion

escaped from th e Span i sh and Portuguese domin io n s .
Un for tunate ly fo r the cause Menasseh had at h ear t

,

th e en thus i asm that had been shown i n many quarte rs
a decade o r l ess e ar l i e r on the J ewi sh quest i on had
cons iderably coo l ed . O f the l ead ing Engl i sh advo

ca t es fo r th e re-admi ss i on , W i l l iams was in America ,
S ad le r i n office and th ere fore s i l enced

,
and Peters

wi th l i t t l e influence . The convers ionists and Mi l l en
ar ian s ca red noth ing about th e rest r ic t i on s imposed
on th e J ews so l ong as they were admitted . The pol i
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t i ca l an d economic advocates o f th e re-admiss ion were
afra id to publ i sh th e reason s o f the i r p o l i cy , l e s t, on
th e one hand

,
th ey shou ld arouse the cr i t i c i sms o f th e

re l ig io us advocates o f th e same cau se
,
a nd, on th e

oth er
,
st i r up th e host i l i ty o f th e merchan ts, who

wou ld no t be l i ke ly to we l come the adm is s ion o f com

pe t itors i n bus i ness . The difficu l t i e s were i nc rea sed Q
uin
t
a

?
of the

by the i n tr igues o f Royal i s t s a nd fore igne rs . The
oya 5 5 '

former d id th e i r u tmost to p reven t th e co nsummat ion
o f Menasseh

’

s sch eme , firs t
,
because i t was favo ured

by Cromwel l and th ere fore ough t t o b e preven ted ;
second l y

,
because th e Royal i s ts were anx iou s to a ttach

th e r i ch Dutch J ews to th e i r own cau se . Th e fore ign
host i l i ty came espec i a l l y from Hol l and

,
where i t was

seen that th e new pol i cy
,
th at of at trac t ing th e Dutch

J ewi sh merchan t s to E ngland
,
was i n rea l i ty bu t a

con t i nuat io n of th at o f the N aviga t io n Act
,
avowedly

d i rec ted aga i n st th at S ta te .
The ho st i l i ty o f th ese part ie s took th e form of Harmfu l
th e d i ssem inat io n o f rumours . I n on e qua rte r i t rumoms ‘

was bel i eved the J ews had made an o ffe r for the
purch ase o f S t . P au l ’s Ca th ed ral and the Bod l eian

,

and
,
in order to invo l ve Cromwe l l i n the i l l effects

tha t en sued
,
i t was a l l eged that th e sal e on l y fe l l

th rou gh in con sequence o f a d iffe ren ce about the
p r i ce . At temp ts were al so made to ho l d Cromwel l
u p to r id i cu l e by the statements concern i ng a J ewi sh
m iss ion sen t to H unt i ngdon to i nvest igate th e Pro
tector

’

s ance st ry wi th a vi ew to p roving h im to be
th e Me ss iah , and by th e assert ion that Menasseh a t
h is first in te rv iew w i th Cromwe l l p rodded h im in th e
s i de in orde r to ascer tain whe ther h e were i n rea l i ty
flesh and blood or a sp i r i tua l man i fe s ta t i on . I t was
sa id that Cromwe l l p ropo sed hand i ng th e cus toms
ove r to the J ews to farm . Various l i be l s Concern ing
th e J ewi sh ch aracter were repeated

,
and th e poss i bi l i ty

o f th e acceptance o f Ch r i st i an i ty by them dec lared
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to be non-ex i sten t . I n th e des ire to d iscourage any
sympathy w i th th e J ewi sh cause o n the par t o f the
conversion ists, th e paradox ica l device o f engaging th e
serv ices o f a conver ted J ew

,
P au l I sai ah , former l y a

trooper i n Ruper t ’s H orse , was adopted , and i t was
in the i n teres t o f th e oppos i t i on party tha t h is “ The
Mess ia s o f th e Ch r i s t ian s and th e J ews was pub
l ish ed . The cond i t i on o f a ffa i rs was rendere d even
worse by th e pub l i cat io n o f th e Humbl e Addresses .”

The re l ig iou s p arty among th e E ngl ish advocates of
admi ss ion resen ted the emphas i s l a i d on the economi c
s ide o f th e quest i on , wh i l e th e avowed opponen ts
doubted the re l i ab i l i ty o f th e a rguments pu t fo rward
by Menasseh . Th e str eam o f pamph l e t s on the J ews
recommenced

,
but th e d i rec t i on was ch anged . The

bul k were now devoted to at tacks upon th e J ews .
On ly two o r th ree wr i t er s dared to use th e i r pen s
i n favour o f admi s s ion . Both J udai sm and th e J ews
were at tacked

,
and the fo rmer advo cates o f J ew ish

r igh t s rema ined s i l en t or advocated rest r i ct i on s on
th e p roposed J ew ish se tt l emen t . J ohn Dur i e was
studyi ng J ewi sh d i sab i l i t i e s at Casse l w i th a v iew
to the i r i n t rodu c t ion i nto Engl and . Henry J essey
was in favour o f re st r ic t i ons .
The commot ion and at tacks d id no t deter Menasseh

from h i s p urpose . As soon as h i s “ Addresses ” was
pr in ted

,
he took cop ies to Wh i tehal l fo r p resen tat i on

to the Counc i l o f S tate . Un for tunate ly a day was
chosen on wh i ch Cromwe l l was absen t

,
and th e books

were mere ly accepted by the c l erk on behal f o f th e
Counc i l

,
and th e next b usiness p roceeded wi th . A

fortn igh t l ate r Cromwe l l p l aced befo re th e Coun c i l
ano th er pet i t ion

,
wi th a s im i l ar pu rport

,
th at he h ad

rece ived from Menasseh . The documen t asked fo r
th e fo l lowing con cess i o n s ( 1 ) S ecuri ty o f l i fe and
property ; ( 2 ) Liberty o f pub l i c wo rsh ip ; ( 3 ) The
r igh t to acqu i re a cemete ry ; (4) P ermis s i on to trade
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hel d i n th e Counc i l Chamber at Wh i teha l l . J udg ing
from th e importance o f the pe0p1e who took p ar t i n
i t , th e Con feren ce was one of th e l ead ing even ts in
th e h i story o f th e Commonweal th . I n add i t ion to
Cromwe l l h imse l f th e statesmen p re sen t compr ised
H enry Lawrence

,
th e Lo rd P res iden t of the Counc i l ;

S ir Gi l ber t P i cker ing
,
one of Char l e s I .’s j udges ; S ir

Charl e s Wo l sel ey
,
one o f Cromwel l ’s peers ; J oh n

Li s l e
,
th e reg ic i de Franci s Rou s

,
Speaker o f the Li tt l e

Par l i amen t— a l l members o f th e Counc i l ; Wa l te r
S t r i ck l and

,
one o f th e ambassado rs t o the N eth er

l ands fou r years earl i e r Maj o r-Gene ra l J ohn Lambert
,

th e l ead ing sp i r i t in the Counc i l o f Officers ; and
W i l l i am S ydenh am

,
Cromwel l ian so l d ie r and states

man . The l aw was rep resen ted by Ch ie f J ust i ce
S ir J o hn Glynne and Ch ie f Baron W i l l i am S tee le

,

Lord Ch i e f J ust i ce S t . J ohn , S t r i ck land
’s col l eague

i n th e embassy
,
was a l so i nv i ted but d id not at tend .

The mercant i l e commun i ty was represe nted by
Al derman De th ick th e Lo rd Mayor

,
S her i ff Thomp

son , Al de rman Robert Titchb orn, Al de rman Riccards,
S ir Chri stoph er Pack

,
ex-Lord Mayor

,
th e lead ing

mercant i l e author i ty in th e country
,
Mr . Cressett

the Master o f th e Charte rh ouse
,
W i l l i am K ifl en th e

wea l th y merchan t-parson
,
and th e reg ic ide Owen

Rowe then deputy-governor of th e Be rmuda Company .

The c las s that had th e larges t sha re o f r e p resen tat ion
at th e Con ference was that o f th e th eol ogians . S ix

t een o f th ese
,
th e sp i r i tua l l eader s o f Pur i tan England

,

a t te nded th e fi rst meet ing . They were D r. Cud
worth

,
Regi us P ro fesso r o f H ebrew at Cambridge ;

D r . Owen
,
most famous o f I ndependen t d ivines and

most fearl e ss of advocates o f re l ig ious l iberty ; J ohn
Cary l l

,
th e B ib l e commen tor ; D r . Goodwin , P re s i

den t o f Magda l en Co l l ege
,
Oxford ; H enry W i l k i n son ,

Canon of Ch ri s t Church ; D r . Wh itchco te , P rovost
o f K ing 's . The preachers were W i l l i am Br idge

,
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Dan ie l Dyke
,
Henry J essey

,
Thomas Man ton , D r .

N ewcomen
,
Ph i l i p Nye , Anthony Tuckney, W i l l i am

Benn
,
Wa l te r Craddock

,
and S amue l Fa i rcl ough .

J ohn Carter a l so rece ived an i nvi tat i on , but was on

h i s deathbed when i t reached h im . The Con ference
was obvi ou s ly packed . The great maj or i ty o f th e
members h ad a l r eady commi t ted themse lve s to th e
cause o f r e l ig iou s to l erat i on

,
wh i l e severa l o f th e

l aymen were notor iou sly s ubserv i en t to Cromwel l .
Two quest i on s were p l aced be fo re th e Conference : The Ques t i ons .

Wheth er i t be l awfu l to rece ive th e J ews . I f i t be
l awfu l

,
t h en upon what terms i s i t meet t o rece ive

th em ? The fi rs t was a quest i o n o f law
,
and

,
as

su ch
,
l e f t to th e two j udges to dec ide . They h ad

no d ifficu l ty i n do ing so
,
and gave i t as th e ir j o i n t

Op i n i on a t th e fi rs t mee t ing that “ th ere was no

l aw wh ich forbad th e J ews’ re tu rn i n to E ngl and .
No lega l b ar

The fi rs t p o in t ga in ed , th e Con feren ce was adj ou rned
un t i l th e fo l l owing Fr i day

,
th e 7 th . The second

quest i on was d i sc ussed on th e 7 th , th e 1 2th and
th e 1 8 th of D ecember

,
bu t mat ter s by no mean s

ran so smoo th l y as Cromwel l h ad h oped . Th e
c l ergy were no t so st rongly i n favour o f th e J ewi sh
c l a ims as had been expec ted . The l i be l s o f th e
p amph l e teers had done th e ir work

,
and on re l igiou s

grounds s trong obj ec t i ons were ra i sed to an unre

stricted J ewi sh set t l emen t . Fears were exp ressed
l es t J e su s m igh t be b lasphemed at publ ic re l ig i ou s
se rvi ce s ; l e s t the synagogue m igh t become the cen t re
for a l l th e J uda i s ing sec ts i n th e coun t ry . The r i sk
o f Engl i sh convert s to J uda i sm j o in ing the J ews
i n sacr ificing th e i r ch i ld ren to Mo loch was even
suggested . The modera te ma j o r i ty was in favou r o f
th e admiss ion of th e J ews under seve re restr i c t i on s

,

th u s adop t ing th e op in ion s expressed by D r . Barl ow
Librar i an o f th e Bod le i an

,
i n a memorandum pre

sent ed to th e Con feren ce by D r . Goodwin . On l y a
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smal l remnan t
,
con s i st ing o f Lawrence

,
Lambert

,

and Caryl l
,
contended for un rest r i c ted adm iss i on .

The Party for To strength en th i s party Cromwel l m ade a few

zgfifgfi
e

gf add i t i ons to th e members o f the Conference on th e
the JeWS eve o f i ts th i rd mee t i ng . H ugh P eters

,
the fi rst

o f th e advocates o f unrest r i c t ed admi ss ion
,
P eter

S te rry , Cromwel l
’s favo ur i te ch ap la i n

,
and Bul ke l ey

,

th e P rovo st o f E ton
,
j o ined th e o th er members .

Cromwe l l ’s p u rpose was h ard ly served
,
a t l eas t by

one o f these add i t i onal members
,
fo r P eters , who

had , s in ce h i s first advocacy o f th e cause , l earn t
o f the Cryp to-J ews of London and the i r outward
con fo rmi ty to Catho l i c i sm

,
denounced th e J ews as

a se l f-seek ing gene rat io n “ who made but l i t t l e
co nsc ience o f th e i r own p r inc ip l es . At th e fina l
meet i ng

,
th e commerc ial aspect of the subj ect wa s

under cons ideration
,
and on th i s occas ion a departur e

was made from the p revious p rocedure by the ad

mi ss io n o f th e p ub l i c to the de l i berat ions . The
resu l t was that th e ch amber was th ronged by a
somewhat un ru ly crowd o f v io l en t opponen t s o f th e
J ews armed wi th Prynne

’

s newl y pub l i shed
,
vi ru l en t ly

.

an t i-J ewi sh tract “ A S hor t D emurre r , wh i ch d id
not fa i l to i nte r rup t the p roceed ings and after a
t ime to j o i n i n th e d iscuss ion . The course of th e
d iscu ss io n was th roughout no t in sympathy wi th th e
J ewish c la ims

,
and i t cu lm inated i n a vehemen t an t i

The oppos i t ion J ewish demons tra t i on . The merch an ts, withou t ex

gfe
‘

r

’

lfl ams .

cept ion ,
spoke agains t t he admiss ion o f th e J ews .

They dec lar ed that the proposed immigrants would
be moral ly harmfu l to th e S ta te, and that th e i r adm is
s ion wou ld enr i ch fore igners at th e expense o f nat ive s .
One o f the greatest d i sappo i n tments Cromwel l mu st
have su sta ined o n th i s unhappy occas ion was the
adhes io n o f one o f h i s most devo ted adm ire rs , S ir
Chr i s to pher Pack

,
th e most em inen t c it ize n o f h i s

day
,
to th e ro l l o f m i l i tan t exc l us ion i sts . These
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pressed
,
h e des ignated the to ta l as a babe l o f d i s

cordances. He had asked the d iv ines for adv ice,
but had on ly h ad h i s doubts i n creased . He had no

engagemen ts to th e J ews
,
he p ro te sted

,
bu t “ s ince

th ere was a promise o f the i r convers ion
,
mean s

must be used to that end ,
wh i ch was the p reach i ng

of th e Gospe l
,
and that cou l d no t be done un l e ss

they were p erm i tted to dwe l l where the Gospe l was
p reached . Address i ng th e merch an t s

,
he sa id ,

You say th ey (th e J ews) are th e meanest an d most
desp i sed o f a l l peop l e . S o be i t . But in that case
wha t becomes o f your fears ? Can you real l y be
a fra id th at th i s con tempt ibl e and desp i sed peop le
sh ou ld be abl e to p revai l in t rade and cred i t over
th e merch an ts o f England , th e nob le s t and most
esteemed mer chan t s o f th e who l e wor ld i ” I t was
c l ear that no hope was to be expected from th e
Con ference . He l eft h i s p l ace

,
and the Confe ren ce

was a t an end .

1

AUTHOR ITIES z—LucienWo l f, Menasseh b en I s rae l ’sMiss ion
A l be r t M . Hyamson

,

“ The Los t T ribes,” &C. S . Levy, “ B ish op
Ba r low on the Ca se of the Jews ( t ransa ct ions, j ew i s l i Hi s tor ica l
S oci ety ,

vo l . i i i . , “ J ohn D u ry and the Eng l ish J ew ry ”

(Transa ct ions , j ewi s/i Hi s tor i ca l S oci ety ,
vo l . iv . , L ione l

Ab rahams , Menasseh b en I s rae l ’s Miss ion to O l ive r C romwe l l ”
( j ea ns/i Qua r ter ly Rev i ew ,

vol . x iv . , H en ry Jessey , “ A

N a r ra t ive o f the La te P roceed ings a t W h i teh a l l conce rning the
Jews ” ( 1

1 Th is speech has been cons t ructed b y Mr. LucienWo l f from fragments
to b e found in va rious contempo ra ry wri t ings .



CHAPTER XX I

THE RE -SETTLEMENT

( 1 65 5—1 658 )

ALTHOUGH th e Conference was d isso l ved
,
th e mat ter The Report o f

was not yet concl uded . The Commi t tee had to repor t
the commi t tee '

on th e subj e ct to the Counc i l wh i ch h ad appo in t ed i t .
I t d id so to th e fo l l owing effect . The vi ew of th e
j udges that the re was no l egal bar to th e Re-S et t l e
men t was accep ted . The fo l l owi ng op in i o ns expressed
at the Conference were pu t fo rward ( 1 ) The grounds
on wh ich Menasseh h ad asked i n h i s recen t book fo r
th e re-admi s s ion of th e J ews were very s infu l l for
th i s o r any Chr i st ian s ta te to receave th em upon .

”

(2) The adm iss ion wou ld creat e th e danger of
apostasy on th e par t o f th e Chr i st ian inhab i tan ts in
th e country . (3 ) The ex i stence o f synagogues fo r
pub l i c wo rsh ip according to J ewi sh p ract i ces wou l d
be ev i l i n i t se l f and very scanda lou s to th e Ch r i st i an
ch urches . (4) The J ewi sh customs con cern i ng
marr i age and d ivorce were u n lawfu l

,
and wou ld se t

ev i l examp l e s . (5 ) S tro ngl y supported charges had
been made aga in st th e J ews o f no t cons ider i ng o ath s
made to Chr i st i an s b ind ing o r h arm done to th em
evi l . (6) The adm iss ion o f J ews wou l d p rej ud i c i a l ly
affect the nat ive merchan t s . Fi na l l y

,
th e Committe e

recommended that th e J ews shou ld be admi tted pro
v ided th ey h ad no au tonomous j u ri sd i ct i on ; th ey
shou l d be restra ined from b lasphem ing Chr i s t ; th ey
sh ou l d no t p ro fane th e Chri st i an S abbath th ey shou ld
h ave no Chr i st i an se rvan t s ; th ey shou l d be d isqua l i
fied f rom ho ld i ng publ i c O ffice ; th ey shou l d p r in t
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no th ing aga in st Chr i st ian i ty ; th ey shou l d no t d i s
courage at tempts to conver t th em to Ch r i s t i an i ty

,

wh i l e
,
howeve r, th ey th emselve s shou l d make no

attempt a t making p rose lyte s .
The report was not

,
however

,
accepted by the

Counc i l . Cromwel l had apparen t ly had su ffici en t
d i scus s ion and pub l i c i ty so far as th e J ewi sh Quest io n
was concerned

,
and was con sc ious th at the on ly

manner o f ga in ing h i s way was by uno ffic ia l ac t io n
and conn i vance at a J ewi sh se t t l emen t, rathe r than
by l eg i sl at ive methods . Al th ough th ere cou l d be no
l egal bar to a sett l emen t o f J ews i n England , i n
the then exci ted s tate o f pub l i c op i n io n i t wou l d have
been extremely i nadvi sab l e fo r any number to have
en te red th e country o r even fo r t ho se al ready there
to have th rown off th e i r d i sgu i se . Consequent l y from
the ou tward po in t o f v iew the open i ng o f th e year
1 656 saw no di fference i n the J ewi sh Quest ion in
London from that o f twe l ve month s previ ou s . The
J ewi sh c o lony rema ined und i sturbed

,
but con t inued

under th e gu i se o f Catho l i c i sm . The j udge s’ dec i s i on
and th e obvious par t i al i ty o f Cromwel l towards th e
p roposed immigrat ion had

,
however

,
no t pas sed un

not i ced by th e an t i-J ewi sh extremi st s, and i t appeared
to them by no means wi se to re l ax the i r effo r t s towards
exc l us ion . The campaign o f th e pamph letee rs was
con t i nu ed . W i th i n a few days o f the d i sso l u t io n of
th e Con ference a new and en larged ed it ion of Prynne

’

s

Demurre r
,
wh ich had proved so u sefu l in exc i t ing

peop l e’s minds
,
was i s sued . The argument tha t th e

Expu l s ion by E dward I . he l d good unt i l r eversed by
Par l iament was emphas i sed and ampl i fied A mon th
l a ter the second part o f the “ D emurrer was i ssued .

I n th i s P rynne devo ted h i s pen and h i s pat ience to
detai l i ng th e d isab i l i t i e s under wh ich th e J ews were
t o lerated in th e country befo re th ey were final l y
expel l ed

,
and th e ex t raord inary c r imes o f wh ich ,
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nat io nal i ty . The lead ing Mar ranos, consequen t ly ,
hast i l y d rew up a pet i t i on to Cromwel l in wh i ch
th ey a sked tha t th e “ favours and p rotect ion ” ex
te nded to th em

,
i n c l ud ing th e r igh t o f meet ing

pr iva te ly for d iv ine worsh i p , migh t b e confirmed .

The document was s igned by Menasseh ben I srae l ,
David Ab arb ane l (Dorm ido) , Carvaj al , Abraham Coen
Gonza l es

,
De Caceres , Abraham I srae l de Br i to

and I saa c Lopes Ch i l l on . The documen t was no t
s igned by Rob l es

,
whose sympath i e s lay rathe r with

th e sect ion of th e commun i ty wh ich was attached
to th e Roya l i s t par ty . Cromwel l re ferred the pet i t i on
t o th e Counci l .
The next even t was th e denunc iat i on o f furthe r

Marranos as Span i sh subj ects . A cr i s i s wa s ari s ing
in th e fortune s o f th e l i tt l e commun i ty . The an t i
J ew ish zea l h ad re-awakened

,
and

,
as J oh n S ad l er

po in ted out to Menasseh
,
th e l ibe l s o f th e pamph leteer s

were un favourabl y affec t ing the in terests o f th e com
mun i ty . Menasseh was u rged to rep l y to th e attacks
o f P rynne and oth ers , and , i n compl iance , th e Vindiciw

The Vi ndicice j na
’
a ormn was publ i shed . Menasseh had no longer t o

p l ead fo r the unres tr i c ted admi ss io n o f th e J ews
,
no r

t o prove th at by that ac t the m i l l enn ium wou ld be
hastened . H is task was to safegu ard th e few con
ce ss ion s a l ready made to th e J ews se tt l ed in E ngland

,

and moreover to defend the fa i r n ame and fame of
the who l e o f th e J ew i sh peop l e . Righ t worth i l y d id
he fu l fi l h is miss i on

,
and h is Vindicioz has taken i t s

p l ace among th e most e ffect ive defences o f J uda i sm
and J ewry ever penned . The publ i ca t i on o f the
Vindicia’ was fo l l owed by a fu rth er move on th e par t
o f th e persecuted Marrano s . Robl es

,
fo l l owing up

h i s p rev ious appea l
, addressed a fresh p e t i t i on to th e

P ro tecto r . Af ter rec i t ing th e suffer ings o f h imse l f
,

h i s fam i l y , and oth e r J ews at th e h ands o f th e
I nqu is i t ion

,
he cont i n ued th at he had sought re fuge
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i n E ngl and from those tyrann ica l p roceed ings
,
and in

orde r to enj oy th e p rove rb ia l h o sp i t a l i ty o f England
towards affli cted st rangers , he

‘

asked fo r Cromwel l ’s
sympathy with h imsel f and h i s fe l l ow J ews . Th is
fur ther pet i t i o n was supported by affidav i ts s igned by
al l th e l ead ing Marranos o f London . The Marranos The Ma rranos
had th rown o ff th e i r d i sgu i se and open l y con fessed
J uda i sm .

Th i s bol d declarat ion a tta ined i t s obj ect . The
confidence of th e Crypto-J ews wa s n o t mi sp l aced .

The Rob les case was inqu ired i n to by th e Admiral ty
Commi ss ioners, to whom i t had been referred by the
Counc i l . By th em th e oth e r Mar ranos were exam in ed .

The Comm i ss io ner s were unabl e to ar r ive at a po s i
t ive op in i o n wi th regard to th e quest ion re fe rred to
th em . They admi tted th at th e ba lance of ev idence
was i n favour o f th e V i ew tha t Robl e s was “ a J ew
borne at Fundao i n Portuga l]

,
but th ey l e f t the re

sp on s ibi l i ty o f a dec i s io n to th e Counc i l
,
and th i s body

,

on th e 1 6th o f May 1 656, ordered a l l th e warran ts to
be d i scharged

,
and re in stated Rob l es i n th e possess ion

o f h i s proper ty . Th e pos i t i on o f the J ews a s a body
was s trengthened in accordance wi th th e des i re ex
p ressed in th e l ast pet i t io n to th e P rote c tor . Right s
o f “ cohab i ta t ion and trade i n th ese domin i o ns were
formal l y accorded to th e J ews i n wr i t i ng ( th e docu
men t gran t ing th em has been l o s t ) . The c i ty au th or i t i e s
were d i rected by Cromwel l to p l ace no imped iment s
i n th e way o f th e J ews, and t he J ews on the i r par t
agreed not to encourage an ind iscr iminate immigra
t i on

,
no t to obtrude th e i r worsh ip and ce remon ie s i n The righ t o f

pub l ic
,
not to engage i n cont rove rs i e s

,
and to make

no converts . The main tenance o f a synagogue was granted .

perm i t ted
,
and th e r igh t to acqu i re a cemete ry gran ted .

In February 1 657 th e l e ase for a J ewi sh cemetery
i n Mi l e End was gran ted to Carva j a l an d D e Cace re s .
Shor t ly afte rwards

,
S o l omon Do rm ido , a son o f David

O



2 1 0 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

Ab arb ane l Do rmido , was admitted a du ly l i c en sed
broker o f th e C i ty o f London

,
th e Ch r i sto logi ca l oa th ,

in oth e r instances con sidered essen t i a l
,
be ing wa ived

in h is case .
Al l th e requests o f th e London Marrano s had been
granted

,
but th e goa l to wh ich Menasseh b en I srae l

h ad d i rec ted h i s e ffo r t s a t th e outse t o f h i s campa ign
was unat ta ined . He had come to Engl and to obta in
fo r th e J ews r igh ts equal to tho se o f the Chr is t i an
inhabi tan t s

,
to ga in a n a sy l um fo r th e perse cuted o f

J ewry . In no sens e were those obj ect s at ta ined by
th e compromi se that h ad been accepted . Opposed
to what he mus t have con s idered a bet raya l o f th e
i n te rests o f J ewry , Menasseh re fused a l l adhesi on to
th e se tt l emen t . Th e re l at ion s between h im and the
members o f th e London commun i ty became stra in ed .

H is pos i t io n i n H o l l and had a l so been undermined
,

fo r there th e J ews
,
a l l attached to th e Royal i st cause

,

had severed a l l re la t ion s wi th h im on h i s miss ion
to Cromwe l l . The Dutch J ews p laced th e i r t ru st
in Char l es , with whom they opened negot i at i ons .
D eser ted by h i s fr i ends, h i s resou rce s exhausted ,
Menasseh d id no t even i n th ese c i rcumstances l ose
co urage

,
bu t con t inued to urge on Cromwel l th e i s sue

o f a p rocl amat i on in th e terms h e had out l ined at th e
Open ing o f th e negot i a t i on s . Menasseh

’

s monetary
troub l es were re l i eved by Cromwel l

,
fi rst by a gi f t

o f £25 , and l at er by a pen s i on o f J£1 00 a year . Th i s
pen s io n was a lmost immed i ate l y commuted . Menasseh

cont inued dogged ly on h is course unt i l S ep tember
1 657 , when h i s on l y surv iving son , S amuel , d ied . Then
Menasseh

’

s sp i r i t broke . W i th th e financ ia l he l p o f
Cromwe l l

,
premature l y aged , h e took h i s son '

s body
to Ho l l and

,
and th e re h e h imse l f d i ed

,
two month s

l a ter
,
in th e h ouse o f h i s broth er-ih—l aw

,
E ph ra im

S oe i ra, at Midd l ebu rg .

The batt l e had
,
however

,
been won by th e J ews

,
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CHAPTER XX I I

THE JEWRY OF THE RE STORAT ION

( 1 659- 1 68 5 )

Restora t ion o f THE London J ewi sh commun i ty , on th e re-entry o f
‘he Monamhy ' Charl es I I . in to h i s domin i on s, numbered no t l e ss

than th i r ty-five fam i l ie s . Many of the n ames that
had become prominent i n th e Anglo-J ew i sh anna l s o f
th e Re-S et t l emen t pe r i od were no l onger to be found .

From th e l i s t o f London J ews d rawn up in th e year
1 660, Menasseh ben I srael , An ton i o Carvaj a l , Domingo
Vaz de Bri to , I s aac Lopes Ch i l l on, Henr ique J o rge
Mendes, S imon de Caceres , and o the rs are absen t ,
but in th e i r st ead are to be found new names

,
many

o f wh ich afterwards became p rominen t i n th e com
mun i ty . S uch are th e P ere i ras , th e D

’

O l ive ira s
,
Samue l

de Veiga
,
D r . Mendes Bueno

,
Rodr iques , Franco

Gomes
,
th e Gabeys

,
Rodr iques N une s

,
Hen r i ques

Al vares, and th e Lousadas . In add i t i on four con e

vert s to J udai sm have been t raced
,
o f whom S amue l

Sw inock and Bel l amy, th e coope r, were formerly con
nected with Carvaj a l .

The re l igious The smal l commun i ty s t i l l h ad two synagogues
,
one

ZJfiZ
’SM’O" fo r S ephard im in Creechurch Lane

,
and the se cond

apparen t ly fo r Ash kenaz im in S t . Hel ens . O f th e
fo rmer and i ts o rgan i sat io n the mater i a l exi sts fo r a
fa i r l y deta i l ed de scr ip t ion ; o f th e l at te r, al l tha t is
known i s that—as has a l ready been men t ion ed—i t s
rabbi was named Mi e r . The S ephard i synagogue had
probab l y been in ex i stence fo r some time

,
a l though

i t s se rv i ce s had been conducted with grea t se crecy .

By th e arr iva l o f th e Resto rat i on year a l l a ttempts
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a t con cea lmen t had certa in l y been abandoned . In The London
common wi th mos t E uropean synagogue s o f the ffiggfifi

‘

ficfiffl ,

per i od
,
th a t o f th e London S ephard im was t o some

exten t fort ified . The protect io n i n th i s i n stance
took th e form of th ree doubl e-l o ck ing doo rs . The
synagogue proper was o n the fi rs t floor

,
and occup ied

two ro oms
,
th e smal l e r fo r the u se o f th e women

,
th e

la rger for th at o f th e men . Fo l l ow ing th e con t in e nta l
custom

,
as d i sp l ayed i n synagogues ex i st i ng at that

day
,
th e two rooms were separated by a part i t ion

in to wh ich was fi t ted a long narrow heavi l y l a tt i ced
window . Th e i n te r i or was ar ranged s im i l ar l y to tho se
o f con tempo rary S ephard i p laces o f worsh ip .

Concern i ng the o rgan i sat ion o f th e commun i ty we Moses Ath ias .

know that th e rabb i was Moses Ath ias
,
a re l at ive o f

Carvaj a l , who had been brough t ove r by that me r
chan t . Ben j am in Levy fi l l e d th e c omb ined o ffices o f
H azan ,1 Shoch e t , 2 Bodek ,3 and S ecre t ary to th e con

grega t ion . There were a lso a c l e rk and a communa l
phys i c i an

,
D r . J oseph Mendes Bueno . The com

mun i ty possessed i t s p oor, who even in th e i n fancy
o f th e congregat ion were attract ed from al l par ts to
London

,
and in th e fi rst ba lance-sh ee t o f th e S ephard i

commun i ty prov i s i on i s made fo r th e i r re l i e f . Final l y ,
th e re was a cemetery a t Mi l e E nd . The commun i ty
had dwe l t s i n ce th e se tt l emen t of i t s p ionee rs i n th e
ward of Po rtsoken .

The per iod ma rked by the death o f th e P ro tector Effects o f
and the Restora t ion o f th e Roya l H ouse was one 5,535n

“

f raugh t wi th much anxie ty fo r the i nc ip i e n t com
mun i ty . P rotec ted by th e s trong h and o f Cromwe l l
i ts members were sa fe to go about th e i r bu sines s un

1 The Canto r , or publ ic reade r o f the prayers in synagogue ,

2 The o fficia l who, in acco rdance w i th the J ewish ri tua l , k i l ls ca t t le , &c. ,

intended fo r consumpt ion by J ews .

3 The ofli cia l who examines mea t k i l led in the J ewish fash ion, in o rder
to asce r ta in whe the r i t is free from d isease and consequent ly fi t for con

sumpt ion by Jews .
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concerned by po l i t i cal changes
,
bu t wh en th at pro

tect ion was removed the genera l u neas i ne ss wh i ch
mon th by month grew more pronounced un t i l i t
cu lm inated in the Res to rat ion

,
affec ted th e London

J ews as we l l as th e pop u l at io n by wh i ch they were
surrounded . To the coun t ry genera l l y th e l and ing
o f Charl e s I I . b rough t for a t ime qu ie t a nd secur i ty .

To the J ews
,
however

,
t h e pa ss i ng of th e Cromwe l l

dynasty , t he success o f i ts in j u red r i val , and th e
expected reversa l o f th e who l e o f th e po l i cy o f th e
p revious decade and a hal f

,
seemed bu t th e p resage

o f impending t roub l e . Mo reove r
,
th e l e ad ing members

o f th e London commun i ty h ad been c l ose ly i nvo lved
in severa l o f th e p roj e c t s o f th e Commonweal th

,
an d

had i n many ways rendered ass i stance to i t s fo rces .
S uch act i on was no t l i ke l y to ingrat i ate the fr iends
and co l l eagues o f Carvaj a l and De Caceres in th e eyes
of the new government . On the o ther h and

,
i t mu st

no t be understood tha t al l th e J ews who had any
deal ings wi th E ngland at th e t ime were suppo rte rs
of th e Cromwel l ian governmen t . The Royal i s ts a lso
had the i r sympa th i se rs among the J ews of Ho l l and
and o f France . The D a Costa fami l y, and August ine
Corone l Chacon (a

’

. 1 665 ) in part i cu la r rendered
ass i stance in restor i ng th e ex i l ed h ou se o f S tua rt , and
the serv i ces o f the la s t named were acknowledged
on th e Resto rat ion by the be stowa l on h im afte r h i s
apostasy o f th e honou r o f kn igh thood .

The a rch J ew-bai te r of th e t ime was Thomas
Vio le t ( 1 634 a wri ter on t rade , go ldsmi th and

a lderman o f th e C ity o f London
,

“ a restl es s meddl ing
man ,

who h ad
,
under bo th Cha rl es I . and the Co rn

monwea l th ,
suffe red pun i shmen t for several o ffence s ,

pol i t i ca l and o therw i se . As ea r l y a s De cember 1 659,
Vio l e t h ad opened h i s campaign by an app l i cat ion to
Mr . J u st ice Tyr i l , i n the cou rse of wh i ch h e se t fo rth
the case agai n st the J ews that had been drawn up by
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pet i t ion to the same effect from th e Lord Mayor and
Al dermen . Va r i ou s ch arges , economic , moral , and

rel ig ious
,
were brough t agai n s t th e J ews . The k ing

was asked to adv i se Par l iamen t to expe l “ a l l p ro
fessed J ews ou t o f your Ma j e s ty ’s domin ion s and

to bar th e door af te r t hem wi th such prov i s i on s and
pena l t i e s as i n your Maj e s ty’s wi sdom sh a l l be found
mos t agreeab l e to the safety o f rel i gion

,
th e honou r

of your Maj es ty
,
and th e good and wel far e o f your

subj ects . The p et i t ion refer red exp l i c i t ly to the
pr ivi l eges con fe r red upon th e J ews by Cromwel l .
The pet i t i on o f the C ity a ro used th e J ews to act ion .

The commun i ty met i n th e house o f S enora Carvaj al
,

the widow of Anton io
,
i n Leadenha l l S tre et , and drew

up a counter pet i t ion to h i s Maj esty
,
pray ing fo r per

miss ion to cont i nue to res ide i n h i s dom in ion s . No
attempt was made to d i sgu ise the ex i s ten ce of a
re l ig ious commun i ty in London . Al l t h e pe t i t ion s
were cons idered by th e P r ivy Counci l

,
and a fter

cons iderab l e d i scuss ion i t was reso lved to refe r them
to the H ouse of Commons for th e advice o f th at
body . Th is dec is ion l ed to th e i ssue o f a further
venomous pamph l e t by Vio l e t i n o rder to ass i st th e
cause to wh ich h e h ad devo ted h imse l f . On th e
1 7 th o f D ecember a Royal Message was pre sen ted to
th e H ouse

,
but inst ead o f ask i ng for advic e wheth er

th e J ews shou ld be ban ish ed or no t, i t des i red that
th e quest i on of th e p ro tect io n o f the J ews shou ld be
taken in to cons i dera t ion . There i s no record of any
a ct ion by Par l i amen t , and th e s ta tus quo as es tabl i shed
by Cromwe l l con sequent l y rema ined undi sturbed .

The Ci ty rece ived no answer to i ts p et i t ion
,
but i t

took no fu rth er a c t i on in th e mat te r .
The s t atus o f th e J ews in E ngland was meanwh i l e
c hanging . Under Cromwel l the J ewi sh se tt l er s were
a l l o f fore ign b i r th

,
and den i za t ions h ad been gran ted

i n bu t two o r th ree ins tances . Charl e s was far more
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l i be ra l in th i s respect
,
and before the end o f 1 66 1

pract ic al l y a l l th e l ead ing members o f th e commun i ty
had i n th i s manner become E ngl i sh c i t izen s . A new

generat i on was a l so growi ng up
,
born i n the coun t ry ,

and th ese we re of course E ngl i shmen i n eve ry re sp ect
,

but subj ec t
,
on account o f th e i r re l ig ion

,
to ce r ta in

d i sab i l i t ie s .
Th e mar r i age of the k ing wi th Cath er ine o f Braganza Effec t o f
was o f ben efi t to the commun i ty in more than one $3325
resp ect . In the t ra in o f th e queen

,
whose marr i age

was sugges ted by August ine Corone l , came the
brothe rs Duarte and Franc i sco da S ylva

,
Portugue se

J ewish bankers o f Amsterdam
,
to whom was entrusted

th e management o f th e dowry th at Cather ine b rough t
wi th he r . The commun i ty h ad th u s power fu l fr i ends
at court . The marr i age al so l ed to a con s iderab l e
i n crease i n th e n umber o f Marrano set t l er s i n London .

S ome o f these came to ass i s t t h e D a Sy lva s i n th e i r
o ffice . Mo reover

,
th e per i od was one of extr eme

persecut i on of th e Marrano s o f Spa i n and Por tugal
,

and many o f th e v ict ims escap ing from the ir coun t ry
came to E ng l and . I t was about th i s t ime th at the
d i st ingu i sh ed fam i l i es o f Mendes and Da Costa se tt l ed
i n th i s country . They i n termarr ied so frequent ly
tha t th e fam i ly became known as Mendes da Costa .
Fern ando Mendes

,
a d is t ingu i sh ed phys i c i an

,
was th e

first of th e fam i l y to sett l e i n E ngland .

Af te r th e fa i l u re o f th e attempts o f Vio l e t and th e
C i ty autho r i t i e s

,
th e nascen t commun i ty rema ined

on th e who l e undi stu rbed fo r a few years . E ar ly i n
1 663 , i t i s t ru e , t here was some ta l k o f cal l i ng in th e
J ews ’ l e t te r s o f den i za t i on ,

and al so some t roubl e con
cern i ng th e oath o f a l l eg iance and sup remacy

,
but

both soon passed away
,
and th e p ubl i c i ty and secur i ty

in wh ich the J ews worsh ipped are evidenced by P epys
,

who vi s i ted th e synagogue on October the 1 4th , 1 663 .

W i th i n a few mon th s
,
however

,
a new t roub l e
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threatened . W i tho ut any warn i ng a bo ld at temp t
to l evy b lackmai l on th e commun i ty was made by
th e E ar l o f Berksh ire and Mr . Ricau t . These two
gent l emen ca l l ed one day on th e l ead ing J ews o f the
me tropo l i s

, and to ld them th at the king h ad p l aced
th e J ews in th e i r ca re . Un l es s a l arge amount were
pa id to th em wi th out de l ay , Berksh i re and Ricaut

wou ld se ize th e wh o le o f the i r p roperty . The th rea t
d id no t fr igh ten Manue l Mar t inez Do rm ido and
h i s co l l eague s . I ns t ead o f p ayi ng th e demands they
brough t the consp i racy to l igh t in a pe t i t ion in wh ich
they p rayed th e ki ng to con t inue h i s p ro tect io n to
th e J ews

,
and to pe rmi t them to remai n and t rade in

th e k ingdom . The pet i t i on met wi th th e des i red
respon se

,
and th e k ing’s assu ran ce that h e had not

g iven any order for
“ th e mo l est ing o r d i squ ie t ing the

P et i t i oners e i ther i n th ei r Persons or estates, bu t tha t
th ey may p rom i se themse lve s th e e ffect s o f th e same
favour as fo rmer l y th ey have had , soe l ong as th ey
demeane th em se lves peaceabl y and qu iet ly w i th due
obed i ence to h i s Maj es ty ’s Lawes , and w i thoutt

scanda l l to h i s Governmen t
,

fina l ly sett l ed th e
pretens ion o f the E ar l o f Berksh i re and Mr . Ricaut . l

1 A cont rove rsy has a risen a round th is promise o f pro tect ion. One

v iew , the lead ing exponents o f wh ich are the Ve ry Rev. Dr. M . Gas ter and
Mr. II . S . Q . Henr iques , is t ha t t h is promise ma rks the open ing of pos t
expu ls ion Anglo-Jewish h isto ry , and from the Orde r in Counci l of Augus t
1 664 shou ld b e da ted the Re-se t t lemen t o f the J ews in England . The
pe t i t ion and i t s reply toge t he r fo rm the Cha r te r of the J ews , by wh ich
a lone the r igh t of res idence in the count ry was secu red . Previous to the
g ra n t o f t h is “ Cha r te r , ” i t is t rue J ews we re se t t led in the count ry . These
we re , howeve r , me re ly ind i vidua l s whose J uda ism was mo re or l ess con
cea l ed ; prev ious to 1 664 no o rganised commun i ty ex is ted or wou ld have
been to le ra ted . The re fe rence in the k ing’s reply to the same favou r as
fo rme r ly t h ey have had

”
is expla ined no t a s re la t ing t o any grants o r

to le ra t ion unde r the C romwe l l ian ré gime , bu t to verba l p romises made to
the J ews o f Ho l land during the i r pre-Res to ra t ion nego t ia t ions wi th the
representa t ives o f Cha rles S tua r t . The view adopted in the tex t is t ha t o f
Mr . Luc ien Wo l f, who contends tha t the re fe rence is to the se r ies o f ma rks
o f favou r and to lera t ion tha t cove red the pe r iod commencing wi th the

Wh i teha l l Confe rence . Cons ide rab le evidence can b e induced in favour
o f the v iew tha t the pos i t ion of the Jews in England had been lega l ised
and gene ra l ly accepted long be fo re 1 664 . S eve ra l of them have been
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S trange to say
,
no ac t ion was taken aga inst th e

J ews fo r seve ral years . S erv ice wa s he l d i n th e l i t t l e
synagogue in Creechurch Lane

,
and poss ib l y i n S t .

Helens al so
,
wi th th e u sual regu la r i ty . Vi o l e t h ad

d ied two yea r s a f te r the Restorat ion Lord Berksh i re
and Mr . Ricau t h ad apparen t l y been d iscouraged
from any further d i sp l ay o f J ew—bai t i ng by th e i r
recen t abo rt ive a t tempt to l evy b lackma i l . Almos t
ten yea r s passed before any a t t empt was made to
ha rass the J ews in consequence o f the ir con t inued

E
li e J ews offences against th e Conven t i c l e Act . In 1 673 ,
arassed under

t he Conventc e at l ength th e l o ng de layed b l ow fe l l . I n tha t year
Ac" ce rta i n members of th e commun i ty were i ndi c ted

at the Gu i l dha l l fo r a con t raven t ion of the Act by
meet ing togeth er fo r worsh ip in Duke’s P la ce . A

True Bi l l was found by th e Grand J ury aga ins t th e
de fendan ts

,
but rep resen t at ives of th e l att er immedi

ate ly appea l ed to th e K ing in Counc i l fo r pe rm iss ion
e i ther to exerc i se the i r re l ig ion fre e l y o r to ret i re wi th
th e i r p rope r ty from the country . Char l es showed

Char les IL
,

h imse l f a s favourab ly d i spo sed toward s h is J ewi sh

iiiieii
v

rz
r

iii
s

ui
n

subj ects as he had been i n 1 664, and on the 1 1 th o f
February the At torney-Gene ra l was i n st ructed to stop
a l l p roceed ings a t l aw agai n s t th e pet i t ione rs

,
and to

p rovide that they be tro ub led no further i n the future
on th e same a ccoun t .
N everth el ess, one fu r the r endeavou r was made to
inte rfere w ith th e conduct o f J ewish worsh ip . In

1 685 , short ly after th e acce ss ion o f James I I . , at th e
ins tance of Thomas Beaumont

,
wri t s were i ssued by

the K ing '

s Bench aga inst fo rty-e igh t Jews, th irty
J ews a rrested seven o f whom were arrested as they were fo l l owing

th e i r business . The act ion was taken under a statu te
o f E l i zabeth , di rected aga in st the Catho l i cs , wh ich
rendered absten t ion f rom “ a church

,
chapel

,
o r usual

p l a ce o f common p raye r an Offence , th e pena l ty for
wh ich was a fine o f £20 fo r each mon th dur ing
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wh ich the offence was co n t inued , together wi th the
product ion o f two su ret i es fo r due at tendance in
th e futu re . To meet th i s at tack th e p recedent of
1 673 was fol l owed by th e l eaders o f th e commun ity ,
who pet i t i oned th e k ing to perm i t th em and the i r
co-re l ig ion i sts to co n t i nue as h ere to fore the due
exerc i se o f th e i r re l igi on so long as th ey rema ined
of good behaviou r towards h i s Maj esty ’s Government .
J ames’s reply was s im i lar to tha t of h i s predece sso r

, James I I . stops
and once more th e At torn ey-Genera l was d i re cted to ffigs

p
gggfgg

‘

;
s top al l p roceed ings “ H i s Ma j e sty ’s i n ten t i on be ing t he JeWS

tha t they Shou ld no t be troub l ed on th i s accoun t , bu t
qu i e t l y enj oy th e free exerc i se o f the i r re l igion

,
wh i l s t

th ey behave th emse l ves dut i fu l l y and obed i ent ly to
h i s Governmen t .” On no subsequen t occas io n was
any at tempt made to in terfe re w i th th e re l ig iou s
Observances o f th e E ngl i sh J ews .

AUTHOR ITI ES —Lucien Wo l f
,

“The Jew ry o f the Res to ra t ion
“ The F i rs t S tage of Jew ish Emancipa t ion ”

(]ew i s/z
Chroni cl e

,
Aug . 7 , 1 4, and 1 9,

“ S ta t u s o f the Jew s in
England (Transa ct ions , j ew i s/z H i s tor i ca l S ociety , vol .

Menasseh b en I s rae l ’s Miss ion ” ; M . Ga s te r, “ H is to ry of th e

Ancien t S ynagogue of the S pani sh and Po r t u g ue se J ews ” ( 190 1 )H . S . Q . H en r iqu es, “ The Re t u rn o f the Jews t o Engl and
“ J ews and the Eng l ish Law ”

(]ew i s/t Qua r ter ly Rev i ew ,
vo l s . x i i .

and x i i i . ) “ D ic t iona ry o f N a t iona l B iog ra ph y .



C H A P T E R X X H I K

THE S E PHARD IM~ 3

( 1 663—1 70 2 )

THE increase in th e number s o f th e commun i ty con
sequen t on th e Re sto rat ion , and th e add i t ional secur i ty
g iven by th e set t l emen t in p ub l i c affa i rs , effe c ted by
th e re tu rn of th e coun try to i t s a l l eg iance to the House
of S tuar t , rendered some organ i sat i on or re-o rgan i sa
t ion in th e gove rnment of th e London J ewi sh com
mun i ty nece ssary . Dur ing th e year 1 663 i t appear s
tha t exten s ive al terat i on s were made in th e bu i ld ing
i n Creechurch Lane . Before th e c lose o f th e same
year th e amount o f th e co n tr i but ion s o f members to

Tb e communi l y th e congregat ion was fixed
,
and in November the re

o rganised
v i s ion or comp i la t ion o f a con st i tu t ion (Ascamo th )
was dec ided upon . Th is con st i tut io n was pub l i sh ed
on the 5 th o f Apr i l 1 664 . N o exper imen t s were
at temp ted in th i s work . The comp i l er s were a l l
tho rough l y conservat ive , and were sat i sfied to mode l
th e i r inst i tu t ion s and regu lat ion s on those o f th e
S ephard i commun i ty o f Amsterdam ,

from wh i ch c i ty
the maj o r i ty o f th e l ead ing members o f th e commun i ty
had come . The l i nes l a i d down in Ven i ce

,
th e o ldest

of th e post-E xpu l si on S ephard i commun i t i e s
,
were

al so fo l lowed to some exten t . These Ascamo th
,
i n

addi t i on to l ay i ng down ru l e s fo r th e management of
the affa i r s o f th e c ongrega t ion , fo l l owing the prece
dent set by Amsterdam and Ven i ce , s t r i c t l y forbade ,
under th e pena l ty o f c/zerenz or excommun icat i on

,
th e

h o l d ing e l sewhere wi th in th e c i ty o f London and i ts
suburbs

,
th an in th e synagogue

,
o f serv ice except in

222
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requ ired . Haham 1 J aco b Sasportas of Amsterdam was
i nvi ted to take sp i r i tua l charge of th e London S ephard i
commun i ty

,
and afte r a l i t t l e negot ia t ion he consen ted

on th e 1 9th o f Ap ri l 1 664, and i n due course arr ived
i n London .

S aspor ta s was in many re spe cts wel l fi t ted to Open
th e ro l l o f London Haham im

, tha t has i nc luded so
many names wh i ch have shed l ustre on th e i r com
mun i ty . H e was bo rn about 1 6 1 8 in Oran

,
North

Afr i ca, a descendan t o f Nachman ides . Afte r an edu
ca t i on in th e p l ace o f h i s b i r th , i n h i s twenty-fou rth
year S aspor tas was appo i nted rabb i i n Tl emcen i n
Morocco , subsequen t l y removing to fi l l a s im i l a r p ost
in th e more importan t cen t re o f Fez . Wh i l e in th i s
la tter c i ty th e endeavou rs o f th e k ing to exto rt money
from h im i nvo lved S asp ortas i n t ro ub l e

,
bu t after

su ffe r ing a short imp r i so nmen t h e managed to escap e
to Amsterdam . H is coun try , however , s t i l l h ad need
o f h im

,
and h e was reca l l ed by P r in ce B enb uker

,
who

sent h im a s ambassado r to th e k ing o f Spa in to i nvoke
h i s ass is tance in suppress ing a rebe l l io n in Mo rocco .

From Spa i n S asportas re tu rned to Amsterdam
,
and

fo r a t ime was assoc iated w i th Menasseh b en I srae l
in h i s l i terary undertaki ngs and a l so accompan i ed
h im to London i n 1 65 5 . There he met

,
among oth er

p ioneers of th e Re-S e t t l emen t , Dormido , th e warden Of

th e synagogue when, as Haham, S a sportas l ate r took
office in London . At th e t ime o f h i s ca l l to Engl and
a s im i lar O ffer came from Leghorn ; S asportas d id
not reta in h is office fo r l ong . The Great P lague in
1 665 d i sl ocated a l l th e arrangements o f th e metro

Plague o f 1 66s. pol is
,

and among th ose whom i t drove from the
centre o f in fect ion was th e Haham . S asportas re

turned to Amsterdam ,
wh ich

,
a fte r a br i e f stay

,
he l eft

fo r H amburg . In th i s l at te r c i ty he con t inued th e

1 Haham (W ise Man ) , an o l d rabb inic ep i the t o f honou r, is the t i t le
borne by the spi r i tua l hea d or ch ief rabb i of a S epha rd i commun i ty .
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campaign th at h e had a l r eady commenced i n London
aga in st th e S ab b a th ian movemen t , 1 whose adh eren ts
we re to be found in eve ry J ewi sh cen t r e

,
east and

west . For a shor t t ime he l ived in Legho rn
,
but once

more se tt l e d i n Amsterdam
,
of wh ich commun i ty h e

was appo in ted ch ie f rabb i i n 1 68 1 . For sevent een
years

,
th e remainder o f h i s l i fe

,
h e fi l l ed th i s office

,

and a l though so l o ng a per iod had passed si nce h i s
departu re from London , th e announcemen t o f h i s
dea th was rece ived in th a t c i ty w ith express i on s o f
gr i e f and of mourn i ng . S asportas’ at tai nments were
o f a h igh order

,
and he was cons idered one of th e

ab l es t and most l ea rned men of h i s t ime . He earned
grea t respec t in al l th e count r i es i n wh ich h e l ived ,
bo th by h is accomp l i shmen ts and h i s act s , and h i s
i nfluence was fe l t in th e London commun i ty l ong
after h i s departu re . Throughou t h i s l i fe S asportas
co rre sponded wi th and re ta i ned the fr i endsh i p o f th e
var iou s H ahamim who succeeded h im and one anothe r
at th e h ead o f th e London commun i ty .

The es tabl ishmen t o f the congregat i on on a stabl e The fi rs t
bas i s was sp eed i l y fo l l owed by th e i n st i tu t i o n o f th e c

A
h

n

a

g
rig
’ew’Sh

ear l i e st o f the subs id iary soc i e t ies th at have s i n ce that
da t e inc reased to su ch an exten t

,
and now form so

l arge a c l u ste r round th e paren t i n st i tu t i on . The fi rst
o f t h ese soc i et i e s

,
su pp l ementary to th e synagogue,

t o come in to exi st ence was the Heora o f B ike r Hol inz
,

a soc i ety for v i s i t ing th e S i ck
,
formed i n 1 666 . Th e

re l ig i ou s educat i on of th e ch i l dren o f th e commun i ty
h ad a l so no t be en negle c ted

,
and th e dut ies o f th e

Haham
,
a s l a i d down in th e Ascamo th

,
i n c l uded th e

devo t ion o f several h ours dai l y to th e impart ing o f
ins truct i on in th e tenets of J uda i sm .

Th e princ ipa l d i fficu l ty wi th wh i ch th e commun i ty
1 The re l ig io us movement commenced by Sab ba tha i Z ev i , the famous
pseudo-Mess iah (bo rn a t Smyrna , 1 626 , d ied a t Du lc igno , who

wie lded a cons ide rab l e influence , wh ich ex tended as fa r wes twa rds as

Hambu rg and Amste rdam.
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had to con tend dur i ng the se years seems to have been
the prob lem of al ien immigrat ion . The to l e rat ion and
p ro tect ion enj oyed by th e J ewish set t l ers i n E ngl and ,
th e i r p rospe rou s cond i t ion

,
combined w ith the un

easi ness and d i squi e tude, va r i ed by p erse cu t ion , with
wh ich the fe l l ow-commun i t i e s i n th e E ast were be ing
t roubl ed

,
served to at t ract to th e Br i t i sh domin ion s

many oth er ch i ldren o f th e J ewi sh race . Troubl e s in
the Balkans were no t s l ow i n communicat i ng the i r
i nfluence to Amsterdam ,

Hamburg
,
and London

,
and

London ’s share i n th e wave o f imm igrat i on o f th at
per iod was a lmos t more th an i t cou ld d igest . At

t imes i t seemed that th e influx wou ld invo lve the
o lder sett l ers and the i r newl y estab l i shed i nst i tu t ions
i n on e common ru i n

,
and at th e se p e r i ods recourse

was had to legi sl at i o n
,
i n ord e r to d is courage th e

se tt l emen t o f n ew-comers incapabl e—tempo ra r i l y
,
at

any rate— o i se l f-support . Wh en th e flood had abated
the se o rd inan ces fe l l i n to d i su se

,
to be rev ived pe rhaps

i n a l ate r cr i s i s . The forces th at a t trac ted to th ese
sh ores were

,
howeve r

,
more powerfu l than any restr ic

t ive measu res tha t th e Mahamad cou l d dev ise
,
and

from the beg inn ing o f th e re ign o f Char l es I I . un t i l
th e present re ign th e s t ream o f J ewish immigran ts has
con t inued to flow, al though i t may have var ied i n
inten s i ty from t ime to t ime .
The o ffi ce vacated by th e depar ture of Haham

S asporta s from London was fi l l ed afte r th e l apse o f
a shor t i n te rval by the appo in tmen t i n 1 670 of J oshua
da S i l va

,
a fr i end o f the recen t i ncumben t and a

p rominen t pup i l o f Haham Ab oab o f Amsterdam .

He rema ined in Office un t i l h i s dea th n ine years l ate r
,

and was the fi rst Haham to be bu r i ed in London
,

Befo re that date , howeve r, th e c ommun i ty h ad ou t
grown i t s synagogue accommodat ion

,
and a new and

l arger bu i ld ing was inaugurated in 1 676 . The exact
si te o f th i s ed ifice cannot be stated , but i t e i th e r took
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of the Pal e st in i an s . H is cou rse l ed h im to Leghorn ,
th ence to Amsterdam ,

and subsequentl y to London .

In S afed Ay l lon had been notor iou s for h i s S ab
b atha ian sympath i es , and th ese h ad been but s l igh t ly
modified by h is j o u rney across E u rope . London ,

under th e influence o f Hah am S aspor tas, had been
ranged on th e o the r S i de in th e far-reach ing con

troversy tha t raged around th e p ersonal i ty o f S ab
hatha i Zev i . These condi t i on s d id no t t end to the
su cces s o f th e new Haham , and i t i s therefore not
surp r i s i ng that in 1 70 1 , after exper i en c ing many
d ifficu l t i es

,
Ay l lon was wi l l i ng to r et i r e to Amster

dam . In Ho l l and
,
however , h is t roub l e s were by

no means at an end , and h i s S abbatha ian p rocl iv i t i e s
soon invo lved h im in con trovers ies wi th Z eb i Ash
kenaz i , h is co l league in th e Ashkenaz i congregat i on .

Meanwh i l e th e J ew ish popu la t ion of London h ad
been con t inual l y i ncrea s ing . Many causes co n t r i
bu ted to th e i nflux . Pover ty

,
po l i t ica l t roub l es

,

re l igi ous p er secu t i ons
,
outbreaks o f war

,
al l act ed as

accesso r ies to th e imm igrat i on . The quarre ls b e

tween th e Empero r and th e Turks
,
th e occupat ion

and recapture o f Belgrade
,
caused a temporary flow

towards E ngl and from that d irect i on . The renewal
o f I nqu i s i t ion act iv i t i e s in Por tuga l served to i ncrease
th e S ephard i popu l at i on of London . Con sequen t ly
th e synagogue

,
al though on ly bu i l t in 1 676, wa s soon

uncomfor tab ly fu l l , and i t wa s determ ined to e rect
a st i l l l arger one in th e same ne ighbourhood in Bevi s
Marks . Th i s dec i s i on was ar r ived at in 1 699, and

th e new bu i ld ing st i l l u sed by th e congregat ion was
con se c rated th ree years l ater .
The previou s year th e vacancy in th e offi ce o f

Hah am was fi l l ed by th e appoin tmen t o f Davi d N i e to
,

“ wi th ou t ques t ion th e gre atest o f Hahamim
" of

Londofl . I n numerous path s the new Haham made
a repu tat ion for h imse lf. The work o f h i s l i fe wa s
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CHAPTER XX IV

THE EXTERNAL H I STORY OF THE

COMMUN I TY

( 1 6 7 7—1 690)

THE per i o d that i n t e rvened be tween th e at tacks on
th e London J ew in 1 673 and 1 68 5 was by no means
withou t inc iden t

,
so far as th e exte rna l h i story of

Anglo-J ewry was concern ed . The at tempt to in ter
fer e wi th th e Observance by J ewish sett l er s o f th e i r
re l ig ion having been fo i l ed in th e ear l i e r yea r

,
th e a n t i

J ewi sh party l ooked abou t fo r anoth er opportun i ty o f
annoy ing th e co lony . I n J u l y 1 677 th e at ten t i on of
th e a ldermen o f the c i ty was ca l l ed to th e exi st en ce
of a

“ number o f dest i tute a l i ens p re tend ing to be
J ews . A J ewi sh m igra t i on from the eas t o f E urope
h ad been in mot ion fo r n ear l y a generat ion . The
persecut i ons o f th e Cossacks in the m iddle o f th e
century h ad had th e i r natu ra l sequel

,
and crowds

o f J ews and J ewesses h ad been flee ing westward s
i n o rder to avo id th e cru e l t i es o f Chm ie ln icki and

h i s fo l l ower s . Hamburg and Amsterdam
,
th e J ewish

cen t re s on th e N orth S ea
,
were fi l l ed wi th fugi t ive

]ews . Menasseh ben I srael
,
in h i s endeavours to

effect a se t t l emen t i n E ngland
,
had been no t unmind

fn l o f th e fo r tunes o f h i s t roub led co-re l ig i on i st s .
The firs t ba l ance-sheet o f th e London S ephard i
congregat i on shows a con s ide rab l e amount devoted
to the need s o f poor J ews . Once th e mat te r
was brough t be fo re th e Cour t o f Al dermen i t ac ted
p romp tl y . I t wa s dec ided that no

“ J ews withou t
good estate shou l d be pe rm i tted to res ide or l odge

230
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in London o r th e l ibert i es thereo f . Th e re su l t o f Poor Jews
th i s re st r i ct i on was not a l toge th er h armfu l to the $5331?

from

s truggl ing commun i ty . I t i s t ru e tha t i t r e tarded
th e growth o f th e Ashkenaz i commun i ty to a con
siderab le exten t , but , on th e o ther h and , i t re l i eved
th e S epha rd i se tt l er s o f what m igh t o therwi se have
been a very ser iou s burden

,
and gave great encou rage

men t to th e foundat i o n of p rov inc ia l commun i t ies
,

no tabl y at Port smou th and Hu l l .
Ano ther ma tt er th a t aro se th ree year s l ater p ro

m ised at o ne t ime to be fraugh t w i th far more ser iou s
consequence s to th e commun i ty . Al th ough the
Ma rrano s had braved number l e ss danger s i n o rder
to re ta in th e i r connect i on wi th the i r an ces tra l fa i th

,

at a l at er per iod at wh ich to be a Jew was no
l onger fraugh t wi th un to l d t erro rs

,
conve rs ion s t o

th e dominan t fa i th became more frequent . The
convers io n o f Rabb i Moses Scia l it t i i n 1 663 un

doubted ly rendered eas i er the undi stu rbed con t i n ua
t ion of th e J ews i n E ngl and

,
for i t was h op ed tha t

th i s conver t’s examp l e wou l d be widel y fo l l owed
by h i s fe l low J ews “ to th e greater g lo ry o f God .

These hopes
,
however

,
were no t rea l i sed .

The convers io n that a lmost led to a cr i s i s i n th e The a ffa i r o f
a ffa i r s o f th e commun i ty was that o f Eve Cohan

,

Eve COM”

th e daughter o f a wea l thy and h igh ly r espected
J ewi sh fam i ly i n H o l l and . Th i s l ady e loped wi th
one o f h e r fath e r ’s se rvan t s an d came to E ngland .

I n London she de te rmined on be ing bap t i zed
,
desp i t e

th e endeavou rs o f h er J ewi sh fr iends to d i s suade he r
from such a step and to induce her to re tu rn to h e r
paren t s . Al l entreat i es h av ing fa i l ed to have any
effect , l ega l proceed ings were i n st i t ut ed i n order to
effect h e r t emporary arrest . The case

,
as was natu ral

,

created a great sen sat ion . The B i shop of S t . Asaph
made h imse l f e spec i al l y p rominen t in cal l i ng upon
the Lo rd Mayor to “ v ind i ca te the honour o f th e
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Chri st ian re l ig ion and o f th e Engl i sh nat io n , and

the magis t rat e d id not fai l to respond to the appeal .
No t on ly was th e case d i sm i ssed , bu t th e Lord Mayor
threa tened to proceed again st th e who l e sect “ for
da r ing to o ffe r such an aff ron t to the re l ig ion and
nat ion o f th e l and . He ordered an abs t ract of th e
“ l aws i n fo rce aga i n st th e J ews ” to be p repared .

The whol e matter was
,
however

,
fo rgot ten afte r a

shor t i n terval .
I n the same year a suggest i on

,
wh ich i f adop ted

wou ld have had an inca l cu l abl e influence on th e
fu tu re o f th e Angl o-J ewry

,
was made to th e Govern

men t . Th e quest i on o f th e creat ion o f a gh et to had
been ra ised mo re th an once in th e preced i ng years .
Mena sseh b en I srae l h imse l f had a sked tha t th e J ews
shou l d enj oy a sort Of j u di c ia l a utonomy wi th in th e i r
own commun i ty

,
and h i s b ro ther-in-law

,
Dormido

,

bel i eving th e establ i shmen t o f a ghetto in London
i nevi tab l e

,
had app l i ed fo r th e pos t o f con su l to h is

n at i o n . S ho rt l y afte r th e access ion o f Charl e s I I .
,

J acob Az rik
,
a J ew of P rague

,
had offe red to fa rm

the spec ial taxe s to be l evied on J ews . I n 1 680 the
gh etto was again suggested as a so l u t ion o f th e
financ ia l d ifficu l t i e s in wh ich the Governmen t th en
found i tse l f . The scheme wa s drawn up by th e
Bi sh op o f Linco ln and S ir P eter Pet t

,
and su pported

by Lord Anglesey . The sys tem in fo rce in th e Pre
E xpu l s io n per iod was to some exten t to be adop ted .

The J ews we re to b e i so l ated c ivi l l y
,
but we re to

posse ss greater p r iv i lege s than th e i r p redeces so rs .
A spec ia l j u s t i c ia ry o f the J ews was t o be appo in ted
—and fo r th i s offi ce S ir Pete r Pett was suggested
and h e was to manage th e i r spec ia l t axes and be th e
inte rmedia ry between t h em and th e Governmen t .
The scheme was re ferred to the P r ivy Counc i l and

,

fo r tunate l y
,
was neve r app roved .

A subj ect th at l ed to a cons ide rable amoun t o f
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the recovery o f from cer ta in J ewish mer
ch an t s . The J ews

,
however

,
were a l so no t wi thou t

i nfluence
,
and th i s was used so successfu ly, both at

cour t and with th e Commi ss i one rs of Customs
,
th at

l ong befo re t he da te fixed for th e hear i ng o f the tr ial
,

an O rder in Counc i l was issued for th e At to rney
Genera l to en te r up Nol i P rosegn is , not on l y aga inst
th e i nforma t i on brough t by P enn ington ,

bu t a l so
aga ins t any o the rs tha t m igh t in th e same connec
t ion be brough t against t he J ews . Penn ington did
no t s i l en t l y acqu ie sce in th i s set t lemen t

,
but made

severa l fru i t l e ss endeavou rs to h ave a Short pet i t ion
tha t h e had d rawn up on th e subj ect taken i n to
cons i derat i on .

The agi t at ion d id no t , however, rest at th i s p o i n t .
Furthe r represen tat io n s were made to the Comm i s
s ioners of Custom s by the E ngl ish merch an ts

,
in

wh i c h i t was po in ted out tha t th e recen t dec i s ion
wou ld i nvo lve a lo ss by th e Governmen t o f fu l l y

due o n past t ransact io ns
,
as we l l as fo r th e

fu tu re an annual revenue o f I f th ese
amounts were rem i tt ed so far as th e J ews were con
cerned

,
the needs o f th e Government wou ld render

the supp l y o f e qu iva l en t amoun t s by the p eop l e o f
E ng l and nece ssary . The rem iss ion o f these du t i e s
wou l d a l so

,
i t wa s con tended

,
d isturb th e ba lance o f

t rade
,
and un fa i r advan tage s wou l d be obta i ned by

th e J ews over Engl ish merchan t s bo th at h ome and

abroad . I t was a l so submit ted tha t th e O rde r i n
Counc i l was con t rary to th e sp i r i t o f th e Act o f
R igh ts

,
and confirmed pern ic iou s dec i s i ons made by

Ch ar l e s I I . and J ames I I . I t was po in ted ou t tha t
E ngl i sh merchants pa id taxes not on l y in connec t i on
w i th the i r bus ine ss transact i ons

,
bu t al so on th e

e state s tha t most o f them possessed . On th e oth er
hand

,
th e “ r i ch J ews were pa s t find ing out

,
and the

E ngl i sh wou ld be very unwi l l ing to pay th e add i t iona l
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taxes tha t wou l d doub t l e ss be n ecessary wh i l e th e
J ews were i l l ega l l y exempted from '

payment of th e i r
j u s t dues .
Convinced by these argument s th e Commi ss i oners Vaci l la t ing
p l aced th e matt e r once more befo re th e Counc i l

,
and

afte r renewed cons idera t i on the p rev i ou s o rder was
resc inded and anoth e r i ssued in i t s p lace . Th i s l at ter
order ent i re l y met the wi sh es o f th e pe t i t i on i ng
E ngl i sh merch an ts

,
and wa s cor resp ond i ngly unsa t is

fac tory to th e i r J ewi sh co l l eague s and t ra de r i va l s
,

who
,
howeve r

,
appare n t l y re cogn i s i ng th e final i ty o f

the i r defeat
,
seem to have bowed to th e inevi tabl e and

to have taken no fu rth er s teps i n th e mat te r .
I n the l at te r stage s o f th i s con troversy the C i ty o f
London took part wi th th e E ngl i sh merch an t s i n th e i r
h ost i l i ty to J ewi sh i nt er ests . When th e quest i on
st i l l r ema ined one o f a l i en ver su s nat i ve

,
th e C i ty

author i t i e s h ad shown l i t t l e in t e re st i n th e mat te r .
The knowledge

,
however

,
th a t in th i s con trove rsy

a l i e n was i n real i ty a synonym for Jew arou sed th e
l ate n t concern o f th e a ldermen

,
and from p revio us

d isp l ay s o f ant i-J ewi sh prej ud i ce o n th e par t o f the
C i ty l i tt l e doubt c ou l d have ex i s ted as to i ts att i tude
in th e controve rsy . The Cou rt o f Al dermen d i s
covered th at

,
wheth e r th e den iza t ions were vo id o r

not
,
th e exemp t ions from paymen t o f a l i en dut i es were

cer ta i n l y a v io l at i on o f th e C ity ’s pr iv i l ege s
,
and in

consequence S ir Rober t J effery and th e town c l e rk
were d i rec ted to wa i t upon th e Lord Chance l l o r and
des i re h i s i n te rces s ion wi th the ki ng i n a d irect i o n
un favou rab l e to t he in te res t s o f the J ews . The wi sh es
o f th e C i ty were no t grat i fi ed on th i s o ccas i on

,

al though
,
a s we h ave seen

,
th e des i red end was

at ta ined two years l ater .
Afte r th i s dat e

,
however

,
a more fr i end ly fee l ing A mppm /w

sprang up be tween th e C i ty au tho r i t i e s and th e Lon
0

the C ity and

don Jewrs l l commun l ty . An outward S Ign o f i t was the Jews .
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the presen tat ion o f a p iece o f p l ate and a sum of fi fty
gu ineas to eve ry Lord Mayor on h is insta l l a t i on . The
presen tat i on was made on eve ry occas ion by a deputa
t i on o f th e l ead ing J ews r ep resen t ing “ th e E l der s and
M in i sters o f the Dutch and P ortuguese Synagogues
a s a compl imen t fo r th e ir p rotect ion

,

”
and was con

t inned unt i l 1 7 80 , when in l i e u an extra a l l owance
was made to the Lord Mayor by the Cour t o f Al der
men .

Al though in th e mat te r o f the a l i e n dut i e s th e final
mea su res adopted by the Government p ressed very
heavi ly on th e J ewish subj ects o f th e crown ,W i l l iam

’

s
att i t ude towards th em on the who l e was , i f at a l l , l i t t l e
l es s favourab l e than that o f h i s p redecessors . I t h as
been sa i d that Dutch J ews were l arge l y ins trumen ta l
in fu rn i sh ing th e mean s th at rendered h is descen t on
E ngland poss ib l e

,
and the famou s Dutch J ewi sh

financ ier o f th e day
,
Franc i sco Lopez Suasso , Baron

d
’

Avernas-l e-Gras
,
who afterwards se tt l ed i n England ,

h as been s ingl ed out for men t i on as on e who ad

vanced l arge sums to W i l l i am . The au tho r i ty for
th i s s tatemen t has

,
howeve r

,
neve r been given

,
and

no re feren ce to i t can be found in e i th e r th e S ta te
records or i n tho se o f th e S uasso fami ly .

The revo l u t i on undoubted l y gave a considerabl e
impetus to J ewi sh immigra t i on

,
at fi rst from Ho l l and

and la te r from regi ons to th e eas t o f th at s tate
,
and

fr om the end o f the seven teen th cen tu ry m ay be dated
the beginn i ng o f the growth o f th e Ashkenaz i com
mun i ty wh ich was a fterwards to cause th e p ioneer
congregat ion , th e S ephard im ,

to s ink
,
in compar ison

o f number s
,
i n to insignificance .

In th e year s immediate l y fo l l owing the Revo l ut i on
th e dra i n on th e E xch eque r was very cons iderab l e

,

and th e Governmen t su ffe red much anx iety in en

deavouring to mee t the expendi t ure . The posi t i on of
th e J ews be ing st i l l somewha t abno rma l

,
the idea
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CHAPTER XXV

THE ASH KENAZ IM ’

( 1 690—1 764 )

ALTHOUGH th e o n ly J ewi sh set t l ers dur ing th e Com
monwea l th whose names have come p rominen t l y
forward were o f S ephard i o r ig in

,
i t must not be

u nder stood that the founders o f th e modern Anglo
J ewi sh commun i ty were der ived so l e l y from that
branch o f the J ewi sh race . The Ashkena z i l se t t l e r s
d iffered on many po in t s from th e ir S ephard i b reth ren .

The l at te r were men o f substan c e and o f wea l th
,
infl u

en t ia l merch an t s , bringing cons i derab l e cap i ta l in th e
fo rm of mate r i a l weal th into the coun t ry . Th e Ash
kena z im , on th e o th er hand , were for th e most par t
of a c l ass o f whom Mena sseh b en I srae l was th i nking
when he p l eaded fo r th e re-admi ss i on of th e J ews
in to th is co un try . The Cossack upr i s ing o f 1 650 h ad
dr iven Pol i sh and Li thuan i an J ews westwa rd . The
e ffo rts o f Mena sseh were watched from the o th er
shore o f th e N orth S ea by P o l i sh-J ewi sh refugees

,

and a l th ough h i s fa i l ure compe l l ed that genera t io n to
seek re fuge el sewhere

,
suffic i en t o f th ei r compa tr i o ts

fina l ly se t t l ed on the se shores to l ay th e foundat ions
o f th e Ashkenaz i commun i ty . The invas ion of these
pover ty -s t r i cken re fugees was a source of some
troub l e to the J ewi sh commun i ty al ready establ i shed .

Al though they worsh ipped i n the ir own synagogue
an Ashkenaz i Chevra was in ex i stence i n London as
ear l y as 1 659

—and th e more a r i stocra t i c S ephard im
care ful l y prevent ed th e adm iss ion o f poor Ashkenaz im

1 L i t . German , bu t appl ied to Jews worsh ipping in accordance wi th the
German

” r i tua l .
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into th e i r commun i ty
,
th e r i cher commun ity was com

pe l led to ass i st i n suppor t i ng the bu rden o f Ash kenaz i
pove rty . The h eaviness o f th i s burden i n c reased con
t inua l ly, so th at th ere was at t imes a danger that th e
S ephard im wou ld s ink under i t bu t , as we have seen ,
at th at po i n t the C i ty autho r i t i e s s tepped in . By the i r
l eg is l a t i on th e p res su re was rel i eved , and of the fou r
h undred J ews i n London i n 1 690 no t more than ha l f
were in rece ip t o f char i tab l e re l ie f .
Among th e ear l i es t Ash kenaz i se tt l er s i n E ngland ,
however

,
th ere was one in every re spect worthy to be

c la ssed wi th th e fi rs t o f th e S ephardim . The obj ect i on
to th e admi ss ion of Ash kenaz im in to th e S ephard i
commun i ty was wa ived i n th e i n stan ce of Benj am in
Levy (a

’

. a weal thy merch an t of H amburg , who Benjamin
se tt l ed i n th i s coun try abou t 1 670. Levy was con ten t Levy‘

to rema in a member o f th i s commun i ty for about
twenty years

,
but at abou t the end of tha t p er i od h e

j o ined w ith o th e r Hambu rg J ews who had se t t l ed i n
th e coun try in estab l i sh ing th e fi rs t regular synagogue
w i th th e German r i tu al . Mos t o f th e founders of th i s
synagogue

,
wh ich was s i tuated in Broad Cou r t

,
Mi t re

S quare
,
had come from or th rough H amburg

,
and

had obta ined some re la t i on s wi th th e commun i ty
o f th at c i ty . The wea l th i e r one s

'

re ta ined th e con
nect ion on th e ir se t t l emen t in t h i s coun try . Many o f
them remain ed members o f the o lde r congregat ion

,

and th e l ines on wh i ch th e n ew London synagogue
was es tab l i shed were Cop ied from those th a t h ad
proved o f se rvi ce in Hambu rg . The founders were

,

howeve r
,
no t sa t i sfied to take on l y the i r c onst i tu t ion

f rom Hamburg . From the same c i ty came th e fi rst
re l ig iou s head o f the Ashkenaz i c ommun i ty in E ngl and .

Haham Zev i was requested to send a person su i tab l e
to m in i s te r t o th e Sp i r i tua l need s o f th e new con

grega t ion . H i s ch o ice fe l l u pon h i s u ncl e
,
Rabbi

Jehuda ben Ephra im Cohen , a l so a re la t ive o f Ben
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j am in Levy
,
and Cohen was th u s th e fi r st importan t

rabbi o f t he Ashkenaz i J ews of Engl and . According
to the con sti tu t i on tha t had been adopted fo r the new
in s t i tu t ion

,
th e rabb i h ad co ns ide rab l e power in c i vi l

a s we l l a s in re l ig ious matte rs . His in teres t and

suppo rt were con sequent l y o f con si derab l e materia l
n lue . and i t i s sa i d tha t the rabb i

'

s re s ignat i on , wh ich
fo l lowed a few y ear s after h i s appo in tmen t , was forced
b v a party in th e congregat io n who found i t imposs ibl e
t o serve the i r own ends under h i s impart ia l and incor
rupt ib le admin i s tra t i on . On l eav ing London , Rabbi
J ehudah wa s appo in t ed Rabb i o f Rotterdam .

H is succe sso r wa s Rabb i L
'

ri Ph a i b ush (Aaron
H ar t ) o f Bres lau ( 1 670 a bro th e r o f Moses
H art ( a

’
. cous i n and pa rtner o f B enj am in Levy .

Moses H a rt was a l ead ing member o f th e group that
had been opposed to the fi rst incumben t o f th e ofli ce
of rabb i and h ad forced h i s re s ignat i on . From th e
appo in tmen t o f Aaron Hart th i s group seems t o have
Obtained con t ro l o f the congregat iona l aff a ir s , and
hence forth a l l offi ces i n th e congregat ion were fi l l ed
by i ts member s . In 1 696 Benj am in Levy purcha sed
a p iece o f land in th e ne ighbou rhood o f Globe Road
to se rve as a bu r ia l-ground for th e new congregat i o n .

The c ircumstan ces that l ed to the change in th e
rabbinate were no t condu c ive to th e smoo th work ing
Of the a ff a i rs o f t h e new commun i ty . Al though one

part y had preva i led
,
t h e other had no t been en t i re l y

subdued ,
and th e la t te r w as no t s low to se ize every

Oppor tun i ty to ga in advan tages
,
mo ra l and mater i a l

,

in t h e long w ar that raged be tween them . Ben j amin
Levy , 3 financ ia l magna t e , cons idered h imse l f above
th e pe t ty quarre l s Of h i s re l a t ive s in the congrega t i on ,

and fo r t h e most pa r t kept a l oo f from sy nagogue
aff a i rs . The two pa rt i e s were headed by th e Parnas 1

Aberl e and Ma rcu s Moses , a support er o f Rabb i
1 Pres iden t of the Congrega ti on .
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j eh udah , respect ivel y . In addi t i on to the po l i t i cal A
_

communa l

reasons for an absence o f sympathy between th ese d ‘
Spme '

two men
,
th ere were persona l one s . Both were

Weal th y E as t Ind ia me rchan t s and t rade r i val s . The
d issa t i sfac t ion o f th e de feated party found express i on
i n cr i t i c i sms of th e o rthodoxy o f the usurper . On

many po in ts compl a in t s were made
,
and much an

noyan ce cau sed to th ose i n possess ion , who were un
abl e to reta l i a te . Thei r Opportun i ty, however , came
wh en Marcu s Moses sacri ficed h i s d i scret ion to h is
courage

,
and open l y que st ioned th e l ega l i ty o f a

d ivo rc e granted by Rabb i Aaron Har t . Al th ough
th e j ewi sh l ayman i s perm i tted to a l l ow h i s ta l en t
fo r cri t i c i sm to run to con si derab l e l ength s

,
th e

va l id i ty o f a d ivo rce i s taboo . Th e offen ce o f Marcu s
Mose s was not over l ooked

,
and , al th ough h e p leade d

tha t an incorrect in te rpretat i o n h ad been p l aced upon
h i s r emarks

,
sen tence o f excommun i c at i on was passed

aga in s t h im . To Moses th e pun i shmen t was far more
cons iderab le than mere excl us ion from the synagogue .
H is bu s ine ss suffe red

,
i nasmuch as none o f h i s co

re l ig i on i s t s wou ld conduct any t ransact ions wi th h im .

S oc ia l l y
,
a l so

,
he was sh unned by th ose who h ad unt i l

recen t l y been h is fr i ends .
Af te r ine ffectua l endeavours to obta i n resc iss ion A secess ion.

o f the obnox io us decree
,
Moses determ ined upon

counte r measures . W i th the ass i stance of h is fr iends
S ampson Mears and Abraham Na than , an oppos i t io n
congregat ion wa s assembled in Marcus Mose s ’ house
in Magpye Al l ey . ]ochanan Hti l l ischau

,
who had

previous ly been a member o f th e London Beth D in ,

was appo inted rabb i
,
and a lmos t h i s fi rst o ffi c ia l act

was so l emn l y to dec l are Mo se s f ree from the b an o f
excommun i ca t io n passed on h im . Mose s th en pu r
chased a bu r ia l-ground in Hoxton and a s i te fo r a

new synagogue in S t . Ma ry Axe . At th i s j uncture th e
par ty o f Rabbi U r i Phoebu s took ac t i on . Appea l was

Q
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made to Mose s Ha rt , who had h e ld al oo f from the
par ty d i sputes . The dangers o f an i ndependen t con

gregat ion were magn i fied and emphasi sed . It wa s

contended th a t th e n ew congregat ion wou ld prove an
encouragemen t to p aupe r immigrat ion

,
and tha t the

ex i stence o f an un-Angl i c i sed body o f ]ews o uts ide
the gene ra l commun i ty wou ld p rove harmful to the
common wea l . N ego t ia t i on s wer e opened wi th th e
S ephard i commun i ty, and as a resu l t Abrah am
Mendez

,
i t s p res i den t

,
j o ined wi th Moses Ha r t

,
i n

Ma rch 1 704 , in p et i t i on i ng th e Board o f Al dermen t o
p reven t th e erect i o n o f th e new ed ifice . Afte r a short
inqu i ry the Aldermen agreed to ac t i n accordance
w i th the i r p et i t ioners’ wishes

,
and an order was i ssued

forb idd ing th e erect i on .

Th i s dec i s i on
,
however

,
d id not cause th e d i spers ion

o f the new congregat ion . I t cont inued to meet in
th e house of Moses

,
and worsh ipped there for twen ty

two years . Rabbi ]ochanan obtained th e suppor t o f
severa l em inen t rabb i s

,
among oth ers Rabb i j eh udah

Loeb
,
i n h i s dec i sio n regard i ng th e excommun i cat i on

o f Moses and th e synagogue became gradua l ly known
as th e H ambro , e i ther as th e represen tat ive in London
o f th e H amburg t rad it i on s

,
or a fte r Marcus Moses,

o th erwi se Marcus H amburger . The founde r h imse l f
,

l eav i ng h i s fami ly and the congregat ion we l l p rovided
for

,
l e ft fo r the E as t . In 1 7 2 1 h e retu rned wi th an

immense fo rtune
,
and commenced to bu i l d a syna

gogue in the garden attached to h i s h ouse in Magpye

Al l ey . Once again th e o lder Ashkenaz i commun i ty
j o ined wi th t hat o f t he S ephard im to p revent th e
erec t ion . The Corporat ion i s sued another fiat i n
suppor t o f th e pet i t ioners

,
bu t on th i s occas ion Mo ses

ignored a l l t h e effor t s o f h i s opponents , and th e
synagogue was comp l eted i n 1 7 26 .

Four years ear l i er anoth er Ashkenaz i synagogue
had been erected in th e metropo l i s . The congrega
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been agreed to by th e E ngl i sh Government p ro
vided that n o converts were made

,
and for a lmost

two centuri es after that date th e synagogues in

vari abl y re fu sed to rece ive into the commun i ty any
Gent i l e

,
no matte r how si ncere was h i s des i r e to

enter i t . I t appears that i n th e m idd le o f th e

po
‘

r

'

ari l y in London
,
were mak ing p rose lytes . On

th is com ing to the ea rs o f th e synagogue autho r i t ie s ,
j o in t act i on was taken by th em

, and th e announce
men t was pub l ic l y made that any j ew gu i l ty o f th e
sta ted o ffen ce wou l d be exp e l l ed from h i s synagogue
and dep r ived o f a l l th e benefi t s and pr iv i l eges p er
ta i n ing to th e j ewi sh re l igi on . The London jewi sh
commun i ty had by th at date grown to e igh t th ousand

,

a l a rge p roport i on o f whom cons is ted o f poor ]ews
who h ad come from H ol l and .

Rabb i U r i Pha ib ush remained in office un t i l h i s
death in 1 756. He was succeeded i n th e fo l lowing
year by Rabbi H ir sch Lobel

,
a son o f Rabb i Aryeh

Lob
,
at the t ime Ch ief Rabb i o f Resh a, and a nephew

o f ]acob Emden .

1 Born in 1 7 2 1 , on a t ta in ing man
hood

,
Lobe l threw h imsel f wi th zeal i n to th e famous

Eyb eshutz con troversy that centred round th e al l eged
adherence o f Rabb i j onath an Eyb eshutz t o th e
P seudo-Mess i ah

,
Sab b atha i Zev i . The notabl e par t

tha t Lobe l took i n th i s co nt roversy was th e d i rect
cau se o f the cal l h e rece ived on th e death of the
rabb i o f the Great S ynagogue in London . H is
tenu re o f offi ce in London

,
however

,
was by no

means d evo i d o f worry . Doubts were ca s t upon th e
co rrectness of th e Shech i ta

,

2
and in th e cou rse o f th e

con troversy
,
one jacob K imch i dec lared th at a l l th e

1 J acob I s rae l b en Z ehi A shkenaz i Emden (J acob He rsche l ) , bo rn a t

Al tona 1 697 , d ied t he re 1 7 76 ; Ta lmud is t and ant i ~S a l>b a tha ian cont ro
versia l ist .

I he r i tua l pe r ta in ing to the s laugh te r of anima l s fo I consumpt ion b y
J ews .
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Shochet im under the con t ro l o f Rabb i Lobe l were
unfit to h o ld the i r offices . The rabb i des i red to
defend h is subord inates

,
bu t h i s warden s re fused h im

the necessary permissio n to do so , and i t was p ro
bab l y i n con sequence o f th i s act ion that Rabb i H i rsch
Lobe l

,
o therwi se known as Hart Lyon

,
re s igned h i s

office i n 1 764 and ret i red to the Con t i nen t .
Befo re tha t date

,
however

,
th ere h ad been another

secess i o n from the S en i or Ash kenaz i commun i ty .

Th i s movemen t do e s no t appear to have been due to
any d i sagreement . I t was mere ly th e natu ral out

come of th e i ncr ease o f th e pop u lat i on and th e
pressure on th e l im i ted space p rov ided i n the two
ex i s t ing synagogues . I n these ci rcumstance s some o f
th e members o f th e ex i st ing congregat i o ns j o i n ed
w i th o th ers n ewly ar r ived

,
to estab l i sh a th i rd Ash

kenaz i p lace o f worsh ip . Th i s act ion aroused as
much host i l i ty as had the fo undat i on o f th e Hambro The New
S ynagogue o n a previou s occas ion . A meet i ng o f th e Synagogue '

govern i ng body of th e ch i e f synagogue was h el d on
th e 1 9th of August 1 76 1 , when i t was reso lved that
“Wh ereas cer ta i n persons unwo rthy o f ou r Goun te
nance and P rotect ion h ave l ate ly form’

d th emse lves
in to a soc iety ca l l i ng th emse lves a Congregat io n a t
Br ickl ayers H al l

,
we do hereby str i c t ly Charge ou r

p r i es t now and hereafte r th at h e does no t d i rec t l y o r
i nd i rect ly o r o ther i n h i s name or with h i s Know
ledge and Pe rm iss ion , offic iate e i th er P ub l i ck o r
p r ivate i n th e serv i ces o f Marr i ages , Bur ia l s , Ci rcum
c ission o r any oth e r act o f p r i es thood fo r any p erson
whatever be l ong ing to th e sa i d soc iety . And to
p reven t inocent person s from Unver i ty joyn ing th at
soc i ety we O rde r th at th i s re sol u t i on be read pub
l i ckly two S abbath s success ive ly in our Synagogue so
th at n on may p lead ignorance th ereof . "

The reso l u t ion was a l so commun ica ted to th e
au thor i t i e s o f the Bevi s Marks S ynagogue , who were
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des i red to take sim i lar act ion . S o far
,
however

,
as

th e new congregat ion was concerned , th ese re so l u
t ion s passed unh e eded . The fo l l owi ng year th e
erect io n o f a bu i l d ing to accommodate the seceders
was commenced and was comp l eted in due course .

Fo r a l ong per i od th e re l a t i ons be tween th e N ew
S ynagogue and th e o lde r congrega t ion s were severe ly
st ra in ed

,
bu t a l l con t i nued to p rosper

,
and i n th e

course o f t ime th e gu l fs between th em were br idged .

At the same t ime as th e e stab l i shmen t o f th e N ew
S ynagogue

,
th e Great S ynagogue was en larged i n

o rder to affo rd suffici en t accommodat io n fo r i ts
growing congregat ion .

The b eginn ing s Wh i l e th e r i ch S eph ard i merch an t s se tt l ed almost
o f provmc1a l

j ewry ,

exc l us i vely In th e me tro po l i s
,
th e provmcra l congre

gat ions were fo unded, almost wi thout exc ep t ion , by
Ash kenaz im wi th l im i ted resources

,
who sett l ed wher

ever th ey saw opportun i t ies for earn ing a l ive l ihood .

Thus by th e
.

beg inn ing o f th e e i gh teenth cen tu ry
most o f th e p orts , espec ia l ly those on the south and

west coast s
,
possessed a sp r inkl i ng of

i

jews . The
poorer member s o f th ese commun i t i e s were ped l ars

,

and obta ined the i r stocks f rom the i r more prospe r
o us co-re l ig ion i s t s

,
who we re shopkeepers . I n th i s

manner j ewish commun i t i e s were e stab l i shed during
the e igh teen th cen tu ry a t Po rtsmouth , Falmouth ,
Br i sto l , P l ymouth , Hul l , Yarmouth , and Liverpoo l .
These p ed lar s

,
as th ey became more prosperous

,
th em

se l ves se t up as shopkeepers i n towns in th e cent re s
o f the d i s tr i cts th ey h ad h i th er to served . Thus com
mun i t ies al so sp rung up i n E xete r, Bath , B irming
ham

,
Can te rbury, Che l tenh am ,

Coven t ry
,
King’s Lynn

,

and N orwi ch . These shopkeepers were fo r the mo st
par t j ewe l l e r s

,
and i n some i nstance s th ey deve loped

l ater i n to bankers and bu l l ion merchan t s . The influx o f
dest i tute a l i en ]ews i n to London dur ing th e e igh teenth
c en tury ass i sted t he tendency tha t had shown i tse l f i n
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CHAPTE R XXV I

THE COLON IE S

( 1 62 5—1 8 00)

ALTHOUGH a t th e t ime o f Menasseh b en I srae l ’s
emba ssy

,
re—admiss i o n h ad no t yet been gained fo r

th e J ews to th e so i l o f E ngland
,
and no J ew as su ch

h ad th e fo rmal r igh t of r es idence wi th in th e coun t ry ,
in o ther pa r ts of th e Br i t i sh domin i ons o the r con

d i t ions p revai l ed .

The i s l and of B a rbadoes was the fi rst co l ony in
wh i ch und i sgu i sed J ews se tt l ed . D iscove red by th e
Engl i sh in 1 605 , i t was sett l ed by th em twen ty years
la te r

,
and J ews a re genera l l y suppo sed to h ave been

incl uded among th e ear l i es t co l on is ts . Three yea rs
l at er

,
i n 1 628

,
i t i s c erta in tha t th ere were some J ewi sh

inhabi tan t s . As compared w i th o ther sta tes and

co lon i es
,
th ere was p ra c t i ca l ly no an t i-J ew ish d i s

cr im ina t ion pract i sed in th e is l and
,
th e d isabi l it i e s

under wh i ch th e J ews l ay be ing few and o f l i tt l e
importance . In 1 656 th e J ewi sh Co lony was benefited
by th e gran t o f th e enj oymen t o f th e p r iv i l eges o f
Laws a nd S ta tu te s o f Ye Commonweal th o f Engl and

and o f th i s I s l and, re l at ing to fo re igne rs and strangers ,
a nd five years la ter l e t te rs o f den i za t i on were granted
to severa l J ew i sh se tt l ers . The d issol u t ion of the
J ewi sh commun i ty in Cayenne l ed to an imm igra t i on
into th e i s l and

,
whose J ew ish co lony was thus re in

forced . The p ro sper i ty o f th ese sett l e rs p rogres sed
to such an exten t th at j ea l ous i es were aroused

,
and

endeavours were made to ob tain l egal restr i ct i ons on
the i r commercia l a ct i v i t i es . These effor t s were , how

248
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ever
,
unava i l ing ; and, on th e o ther hand , dur ing th e S ta tus o f the

governorsh ip o f Lord W i l lo ughby
,
in 1 67 1 , th e free

comma l l ews '

exerc ise of th e i r rel ig io n wi thou t any restr i c t i on s wa s

gran ted to the J ews . At th e same time th e oath s
o f a l l egiance and supremacy , obj ect ionab l e to J ews
o n accoun t o f the i r word ing

,
were d isp ensed w ith i n

th e case of th e e nden izat ion of J ews . Two year s
previ ou s l y th e J ews of Barbadoes h ad pet i t ioned fo r
thei r ev idence t aken on th e P en tat euch to be a ccepted
in co urts o f l aw . Thei r inab i l i ty t o take th e ord inary
oa th had in th e past rendered imposs ib l e th e accept
ance o f the i r evi dence

,
when e i th er p a rty to th e su i t

was a non-J ew . At th e same t ime obj ect i ons were
stated aga in s t th e endeavou rs, to wh i ch a l l us ion has
a l ready been made

,
to restr i c t th e i r t rade . The pet i t i on

was suppor ted by th e Governor
,
but no act ion was

taken on i t fo r five years . I n 1 674 th e loca l l eg i s l ature
a l l owed the oath to be taken on th e P en t at e uch

,
and

evi dence to be g ive n in cases r e lat i ng to “ trade and
dea l i ngs and not oth erwi se .

” The fo l l owing year an
unsu cc ess fu l at tempt was made to extend th i s per
m i ss i on to cove r al l l egal p roceedi ngs . Th i s bene
vo l en t treatmen t suffe red a s l igh t react ion i n 1 679,

when th e j ea l ousy of th e r iva l merchan t s induced
th e Assembly to pass an Ac t r e str a in ing the J ews
from keep i ng or trad ing wi th negroes .
The Act o f 1 674 appears no t to h ave been put in to Rest rict ive
opera t i on un t i l 1 68 1 , a year o f severa l o th er ant i-Jig

s

oigfi
‘he"

J ewi sh pet i t i ons
,
and o f a p resen tmen t o f the Grand

J u ry agai ns t “ th e evi l done to th e i s l and by vagran t
and poor J ews . Th i s movemen t was with ou t succ ess

,

but seven yea rs l ater the unden i z en ed J ews were
d i sc rim inated aga inst . The res tr i ct ive Act o f th i s
year remai ned in for c e unt i l 1 756 . From 1 756 to
1 76 1 spec ia l t axes were lev ied o n th e J ews . A per iod
o f p rosper i ty th en ensued

,
marked on ly in 1 802 by

th e remova l o f a l l p o l i t i ca l d i sab i l i t i es
,
and in 1 8 20
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by the con fermen t by Par l iament o f po l i t i ca l advan
tages ove r th e remainder o f th e popu l at i on . In th e
la s t men t i oned year the J ews were al l owed to choose
five rep resen tat ives to de te rm ine th e share of th e taxa
t ion o f th e i s land that sh ou ld be l ev ied o n them .

The conquest o f J ama i ca by Cromwel l i n 1 65 5
found J ews a l r eady among th e sett l e rs on th a t
i s l and . J ama i ca h ad been given to th e fami l y o f
Co l umbus, and by marr i age b rough t in to the posse s
s ion o f the B raganz as , who afterwards ascended th e
throne o f Por tuga l . Co lumbus wa s favourab ly d i s
posed towards th e J ews

,
and

,
excl ud ing th e I nqu i s i

t i o n from th e i sl and
,
rendered the i r se tt l emen t easy .

J ama ica
,
th u s nominal ly u nder th e c rown of Spa i n , was

st i l l t o some exten t a utonomous and Portuguese , and
i t was under these cond i t ion s that J ews firs t found
themsel ves in th e i s land . The conquest by th e
Engl i sh l ed to th e expu l s ion of the S pan i sh se tt l er s .
S im i la r treatment wou l d probably h ave been meted
ou t to the Portuguese, and wi th th em the J ews ( repu ted
Por tuguese) , i f th e host i l i ty between the S pan i sh and
Por tuguese had no t been so keen as to rende r im
possi b l e th e withdrawal of th e la t te r to Cuba . W i th out
a near refuge e l sewh ere th e Portuguese we re suffe red
to rema in in th e i s l and

,
and consequen t l y the new

E ngl i sh governmen t
,
immed iate l y on th e o ccupat i on

,

found J ews among it s subj ec t s .
The presence o f J ews in th e i s land was con s ide red
by Cromwel l an importan t factor i n the furtherance
o f h i s co l on ia l po l i cy . III h i s o rgan i sa t ion of th e
co lony he rece ived val uab l e ass i stance from S imon
de Cace res

,
th e co l l eague of Carvaj a l . The Resto rat i on

made l i t t l e d i ffer ence i n th e cond i t i on of th e J ews in
J amaica . Thei r numbers i ncre ase d and th ey con

t i nned to flour ish . S ome of them were engaged in
re ta i l t rade

,
but the maj or i ty we re who l esa l e merchan t s

,

and th e greate r port ion of the trade with the S pan i sh
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Engl i sh ru l e
,
seemed des i rou s o f re ta in i ng i t

,
and,

as th e Bri t i sh h ad evac uated S u r i nam
,
th ey sough t

a new home el sewhere under th e Engl i sh flag . S o

va luabl e
,
however

,
were the J ews cons idered

,
th at

B rl t ish sub jects the Dut ch re fused them permi ss i on to depart , and
in S urinam

In Jama ica .

th e E ngl i sh Gove rnmen t was compel l ed spec ifica l l y
to demand them as E ngl i sh subj ect s . Th i s was p ro
bab ly th e fi rst offic ia l recogn i t ion in fore ign re l at ions
o f J ews as Br i t i sh subj ects . The ce ss i on o f 1 675 was ,
however

,
no t permanen t

,
for th e co l ony a l te rnated

be tween Dutch and E ngl i sh ru l e over a l ong per iod .

At one t ime S ur inam wa s exch anged wi th th e Dutch
fo r N ew Amste rdam

,
s ince known a s New York .

N or d id al l th e J ewish se t t l er s rej ec t D utch ru l e .
Many pr ivi l eges were gran ted to th e J ewi sh co l on i sts

,

e spe cial l y when th e Engl i sh were in con t ro l . As

ea r l y as 1 665 th ey were a l l owed a cour t of j us t i c e o f
first instance fo r c ivi l cases

,
and they we re exempted

from p rosecut io n by the i r credi to r s on th e h igh fe st i
va l s . I t was spec ifica l ly s ta ted i n a Government p ro
c l amat ion th at immediate l y on reach ing the co l ony
“ every person be long ing to the H ebrew na t i on
sh a l l p ossess and e nj oy eve ry l i ber ty and p r iv i l ege
p ossessed by , and gran t ed to , the c i t izen s and inhab i
tan ts o f th e co lony

,
and sh a l l be cons i dered as Engl i sh

born . I t was decreed that they shou ld not be
compel l ed to se rve i n any pub l ic office ; the i r person s
and thei r p roper ty we re p laced under the spec ia l
pro tect ion o f the Gove rnmen t ; th ey were p e rm i t ted
to p ract i se the i r re l ig io n wi th ou t h indrance

,
and l and

was ass igned to th em for the erect ion o f synagogues
and schoo l s, and fo r u se a s a cemetery . Al l th ese
advan tage s we re gran ted

,

“ wherea s we have found
tha t the H ebrew na t io n have proved th em
se lves usefu l and benefic ia l t o th e co lony .

"

Desp i te the somewhat sat i sfac tory pos i t ion that the
J ews he ld in th e is land of J ama i ca

,
a ttemp ts at per
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secut ion were no t en t i re ly wan t i ng . In 1 68 1 an en

deavour to e ffect th e i r expu l s ion was made by the
Counc i l o f th e I s l and

,
on the ground that th e J ews

were th e “ descendant s from the cruc ifiers o f th e
bl es sed J esu s . The crown igno red both th e requ est
and th e reason for i t

,
b ut th e spec i a l taxes l ev i ed

on th e J ews
,
on th e ground o f th e i r wea l th , were

cont inued . Ano th er reason gi ven for th i s except iona l
taxat i on was th e exempt i on o f th e J ews from many
pub l i c du t ie s and con sequen t expenses . I t was sug
gested th at these exempt ion s were benefic ia l rathe r
than o f th e natu re o f d i sab i l i t i es . The J ews we re a t

th a t t ime exc luded from a l l pub l i c offi ce
,
den i ed th e

e l e ct i ve franch i se
,
di squa l ifi ed from se rving on j u r ie s

,

and debarred from the p r iv i l ege o f purchas ing wh i te
se rvants . Perm is s ion was

,
however , g iven them to

erect syn agogues .
The two fo l d burden o f spec i a l taxat ion and th e Excessive taxa
res t r i ct i on of pr i v i l eges was not borne by th e com
mun i ty in s i l ence . P et i t i on s aga ins t t he taxes were Jama ica

sen t up every year and i nvar i ab ly rej ected . The fisca l
bu rden s

,
i nst ead o f be ing d im in i sh ed

,
were i n creased ,

wi th the re su l t th at
,
b y th e op en ing of the e igh teenth

cen tu ry
,
th e bu l k o f the taxa t i on o f th e co l ony was

pa id by th e smal l J ewi sh popu l at ion . On th e oth er
hand , th e grea te r port ion o f th e industry and th e
commerce was i n th e hands o f tha t se c t ion . In 1 7 1 1

th e J ews suffered a fu rth e r d i sabi l i ty by be i ng pro
h ib ited , in common wi th mu la t to s, Ind ians , and
negroes

,
from be ing emp l oyed in any o f th e offi ce s

c reated by th e Act of th at year . In 1 702 , however,
a new demand wa s pre fer red by the J ews o f the
co l ony , that o f th e r igh t to vote at e lec t ion s for the
Assemb ly . The p et i t ion and remon strance were de
c l ared to be “ e rroneous

,
fa l s e

,
and scanda l ou s , and

a pr0posa l was even made to pun ish th e pe t i t i oners
by impr i sonmen t . A l igh te r sen tence

,
h oweve r , took
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its p l ace—a fine on th e commun i ty of £2000 . Before
t en years h ad passed a l e s s i n to l eran t p o l i cy began
to gai n adopt ion . In 1 7 1 1 th e ques t io n o f th e admis
s i on of J ews to th e e l ect ive franch ise was con s idered ,
and a b i l l t o tha t effect was in t roduced in to th e
Assemb ly . That body, however, amended i t so as
to p revent th e e l ect ion of J ews, and , i n th e d i sp u t e
between th e two houses th at ensued , th e p roposed
measu re was abandoned .

By 1 736 th e strength o f th e J ewi sh case i n regard
to sp ec ia l taxat ion was acknowl edged

,
and th e governor

rece ived inst ru ct ion s not to assen t to any b i l l i n wh ich
such t axa t ion was con t i nued . The Assemb ly

,
how

ever
,
was no t i n the mood to agree to any such al te ra

t ion in po l i cy
,
and a l engthy d i spu te

,
i n th e cou rse o f

wh i ch th e Assembly was p rorogued th re e t imes
,
en

sued be fore th e obj e ct ionab l e c l au ses were omitted
from the b i l l . Dur ing th e cou rse o f th e d ispute the
J ewi sh commun i ty showed itse l f i n a very ifavourab l e
l igh t

,
by vo lun tar i l y ra i s ing th e sum of £1 000 towards

th e expend i tu re o f th e year, i n o rder that they m igh t
not be th e cause o f a ruptu re between th e governo r
and th e Assembly . When th e taxat ion was final l y
abo l i sh ed , i t became th e pract i ce to g ive annual
presen ts to th e governor and to certa i n o f h i s officers .
The midd le o f th e e igh teenth cen tury saw th e
J ew i sh Quest ion aga i n a burn ing one in th e i s land .

B as ing the i r c l a im on th e Act o f th e Br i t i sh Parl ia
men t o f 1 740, th e J ews of J amaica demanded en

franch i sement . The commun i ty , however, was not
unan imous in th e mat te r

,
and a l l app l icat ions fo r

votes on th e p art o f the J ews were wi th out excep t i on
re fused . Henceforth the ou te r h i s to ry o f J amaican
J ewry had few i ncidents . As in othe r par t s o f th e
worl d th e commun i ty h as made i t a ru l e t o suppor t
i t s own poo r . At th e beginn ing o f th e n i n e teen th
cen tu ry

,
on th e ground of th e re fu sal o f certa in
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In New Yo rk. o f th e J ews
,
wh i ch had been to lerab l e

,
remained th e

same under the new Government . The co lo ny was
en trusted to th e Duke of York

,
who appo int ed th e

governor s, and i t wa s at th e t ime h is p o l i cy, as i t was
that o f Char l e s I I .

,
to gran t as wide a r e l ig iou s to l era

t ion as po ss i b l e t o Chr i st ians o f a l l d enominat io ns .
Consequent l y the Duke ’s l aws

,
p romulga ted in 1 665 ,

ordained tha t n o pro fess ing Chr i st i an shoul d be
mo les ted on accoun t o f h i s re l ig io u s v iews . N i n e
years la ter th i s to l erance was extended to “

a l l per
son s o i wha t Re l ig ion so ever

,

” so l ong as th ey d id not
d i st u rb th e pub l i c peac e or mol est o th ers i n th e free
exerc i se o f th e ir re l ig ion .

Towards th e end o f th e seven teenth centu ry the
l egal d i sab i l i t i e s under wh i ch the J ews o f N ew York
l abou red underwent some increa se . I n 1 683 an Ac t

was passed by th e Co lon i a l Assembly fo r th e natu ra l i
sat i on of fore igners

,
from th e benefi ts o f wh ich th e

J ews
,
as no n-Ch r is t ians

,
were excl uded . Two years

la t e r th e p et i t io n of th e J ewi sh re s iden t s for perm i s
s i on to h o ld pub l i c worsh ip wa s rej ected by the Mayor
and Common Counc i l o f N ew York

,
to whom i t h ad

been re ferred by th e Governor Dongan
,
and

,
in th e

same year
,
th e precedent se t in th e We st Ind ies was

fo l l owed by th e p roh i b i t i on to engage in re ta i l trade .
But th i s l as t p roh ib i t io n was no t very st r ict l y en

fo rced
,
and gradual l y lap sed i nto obl i v ion .

-The
re fu sa l of re l ig iou s to l e ra t ion was rever sed in 1 686,

after th e access ion o f J ames I I . , and th e synagogue
tha t was ere cted in N ew York in consequence o f
th is ch ange o f pol i cy

,
was th e fi rs t on th e N orth

Ameri can con t i nen t . The c iv i l , as d i st i n c t from th e
po l i t i ca l

,
s i tuat ion o f th e J ews

,
both i n E ngl and and

in the co lon i e s
,
was so comfort ab l e towards th e end

o f th e seven tee nth cen tu ry
,
and the resu l t s of th e

to l e rance were so sa t i sfac to ry , th a t i t wa s quoted
by W i l l i am P enn as an a rgumen t i n favour o f th e
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accep tance by th e nat ion of th e l arge r sch eme o f
to l erance th a t J ames p l aced befo re i t .
For th e next fo r ty years th e J ewish commun i t i e s The ques t ion
i n North Amer ica had no ext ernal h i story . I n 1 7 1 5 gig

a

iii
r

i
i

fi
l eg i s l at ion f o r th e natural i sat ion i n N ew York o f a l i en Yo rk
res iden ts was sp ec i fical l y confined to P ro te stan t s

,

a l though one o f th e sect ion s o f th e Act enacted tha t
a l l a l i en s wh o were i n res i dence in th e co l ony be fo re
the 1 st o f N ovember 1 683 sh ou l d become natural i sed
wi th ou t any fo rmal i t i es . The Act thu s p reven t ed th e
natu ral i sat io n o f fore ign J ews who had sett l ed in th e
co l ony subsequen t to 1 68 3 , bu t , on the o th er h and ,
dec la red th ose who h ad migrated before that date to
be natura l i sed . E i gh t year s l ate r

,
i n 1 7 23 , an Act

was passed natu ra l i s i ng ce rta i n al ien s— s ix J ews—but
noth i ng appea rs in th e statute provid ing fo r th e om is
s ion by th e natu ral i sed J ews o f th e obnox i ou s phrase ,
“ upon th e t rue fa i th o f a Chri s t ian

,

” from th e neces
sary oath . I n 1 7 27 th e Genera l Assembl y o f N ew
York adop ted legi s l a t io n om it t i ng th e phrase from
th e oath o f abj urat io n when taken by any o f h i s
Maj es ty ’s subj ec t s p ro fe ss ing the J ewi sh re l ig ion .

Meanwh i l e i t seemed th at some J ews had become
accu stomed to exerc ise the e l ect i ve franch i se

,
and

had voted i n e l ec t ion s to th e l eg i s l ature . These
i l l ega l a c ts became known i n th e cou rse o f th e d i scu s
s ion o f a d isp u ted el e c t io n i n 1 7 37 . The immed iate
quest i on be fo re the Hou se was th e l ega l i ty o f th e
evi dence o f J ews i n the case

,
and on bo th quest i on s

i t d ec ided aga ins t the J ew ish cl a ims . The preced en t s
in Great Bri ta in were quo ted

,
and i t was unan imous l y

dec ided th at th e d i squal i fi c at i o n tha t he ld good in

E ngl and a l so had the fo rce o f l aw in the North
Amer ican co lon i es .
The first J ews are bel ieved to have set t l ed in Canada In Canada .

at th e t ime o f i t s conques t in 1 760 . O f th e fi rs t two
known

,
Commissary Aaron Hart and Lazarus Davi d

,

R
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Thefirst l ewisb th e fo rmer was at tach ed to th e Engl i sh a rmy . The
first J ewi sh congregat io n was formed in 1 768 , and a
cemete ry was pu rchased seven years l ater .

AUTHOR ITIES —R icha rd H i l l , L i gh ts and S h adows of Jama ican
H is to r y ” W . J . Ga rdne r, H is tory o f Jama ica ”

E . Long , “ The H is to ry of Jama ica ” S ir R . H . S chom

bu rgh
,

“ H is to ry of Ba rbadoes ” C . P . Da l y , “ S e t t lemen t
o f the Jews in N o r t h Ame r ica A . M . D ye r , “ Po in t s in
the F i rs t C hap te r of New Yo rk Jew ish H is to ry ” ( Transa ct i ons of
t/ze ]ew i s/z H i s tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca

,
vo l . D r . B . Fe l sen

t ha l and P ro f. R . Go t the i l ,
“ Ch rono log ica l S ke tch o f the H is to ry

o f th e Jews in S u r inam ”
(Transa ct ions of t l ze ]ew i s/z Hi s tor ica l

S oci ety of Amer ica ,
vo l . R . Got the i l ,

“ Con t r ibu t ions to the

H is to ry o f th e Jews in S u r inam ”
(Transact ions of t/ze ]ew i s/t

H i s tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca
,
vo l . i x . ) D r . H . Friedenwa ld,

Ma te r ia l for th e H is to ry of the Jews in the B r i t ish We s t Ind ies ”
(Tr ansa ct ions of t/ze j ew is/z Hi s tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca , vo l . v . )
M . J . Koh le r , “ C iv i l S ta t u s of th e Jews in Co lon ia l New Yo rk
(Tr ansa ct i ons of t l ze ]ew i s/z H i s tor i ca l S ociety of Amer i ca , vo l .
Jew ish Ac t iv i t y in Ame r ican Co lonia l Comme rce ” ( Tra nsa ct i ons

of t il e j ew i s/z Hi s tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca ,
vo l . Beg innings

of New Yo rk Jew ish H is tory ” ( Transa ct i ons of t/ze j ew i s/z H i s
tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca

,
vo l . D r . Cha r les G ross, Documen t s

from th e P ub l ic Reco rd Office (London) (Transa ct i ons of t/ze

j ew i s/z H i s tori ca l S oci ety of Amer ica , vol . And rew C . J osep h ,
“ The S e t t lement o f Jews in Canada ”

(Transact ions of t/ze j ea ns/z

H i stori ca l S ociety of Amer i ca , vo l . “ Jew ish Encyc loped ia ” ;
M . Kayserl ing ,

“ The J ews in Jama ica and D anie l I s rae l Lope z
Laguna (j ew is/t Quar ter ly Rev iew , vol .
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CHAPTER XXVI I

FROM THE REVOLUT ION TO THE GEORG IA

SETTLEMENT

( 1 65 5—1 7 50 )

THE l oo se l y defined statu s o f th e J ews who se t t l ed in
th is country under th e l ater S tuarts l ed

,
as we h ave

a l ready seen
,
to numerou s inc iden t s th at th reatened

tro ub l e to the sma l l commun i ty . Under th e powe rfu l
protect i on o f th e S ta te th e J ews

,
wheneve r at tacked ,

had l i t t l e d i fficu l ty i n de fe nd ing th e secu r i ty o f th e i r
pos i t i on . The inhabi tan t s o f London

,
however

,
l i ved

u nde r a dua l government . I n add i t i o n to th e powe rs
w ie l ded by th e Government o f the count ry , th e re we re
those o f the C i ty mun ic i p a l i ty

,
and th ese were so for

m idab l e that when they were d i rected aga in st th e
J ewi sh popu l at ion i ts po s i t i on was most adverse l y
affec ted and i ts stab i l i ty endangered .

Under the severa l charters tha t th e C i ty possess ed The C i ty and
i t was abl e to keep J ews perpetu al l y ou t of th e fr ee- the Jews '

dom , and wi th ou t th e freedom o f th e C i ty , men were
debarred from reta i l tradi ng , from th e p ly ing o f hand i
cra fts

,
from the t ransact ion o f bu s i ness on exchange

,

and f rom other a lmost i nd i spe nsabl e pr iv i l ege s . As

merchan t s trangers the J ews o f the Re-S et t l emen t coul d
on ly dea l in whol esa le , and do so subj ec t to re stric

t ions . The un i que pos i t i on , however, th at the J ews
he l d in Engl ish trade i n th e mi ddl e o f th e seven teen th
c en tu ry , and the con s iderab le benefi t they were thereby
acknowledged to con fer upon th e coun t ry

,
rendered a

change i n th e i r s tatu s i nevi tab l e . As ear ly as 1 65 7 a
J ew

, S ol omon Dormido , a neph ew o f Menasseh b en
2 59
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I srael
,
app l i ed to th e Cour t o f Aldermen for admi ss i o n

as a broke r, and, desp i te innumerab l e disqua l ifica t ions,
Dormido

,
who was notor ious l y a J ew

,
was admi tted .

1

H i s examp l e wa s fo l l owed wi th l i ke succ e ss by o thers
,

Dav id Ab oab in 1 67 1 , S amue l de Cace res i n 1 674,
Moses Barrow in 1 679, I saac Lindo , J oseph Ferd i
nando (a son of An ton i o Carvaj a l ), and S amue l S a s
po rtas (a son of th e Haham) . A group o f J ewi sh
brokers gradua l l y c ol l e cted

,
and congregat ing i n a

par ti cu l a r port i on o f th e Exchange
,
as o ther groups

d id , th e i r corner soon be came known as the “

Jewes
Wal k .”

The l axi ty i n the manner o f th e adm iss i on o f th e
b rokers , however, l e d to many abuses, so that in
1 697 th e Corporat i on app l i ed fo r, and obta ined , P arl i a
men tary powers “ for restra in ing th e numbe r and

i l l-p ract i ces of broker s and s tock-j obbers .” The com
m it tee appo i n ted to re-organ i se th e Exch ange drew
up new ru l es, i n accordance wi th wh i ch membersh i p
was l imi ted to a hundred Engl i sh brokers

,
twel ve

al ien s
, and twe lve J ews . These l as t-named were

excused from taking up th e freedom before admi ss io n
to the E xchange, and th e n ece ssa ry oath was mod ified
to mee t the i r rel ig iou s scrup l es . The J ews were further
o rdered t o p rovide th emse lves wi th s i lve r meda l s . The
twe lve J ewi sh broker s we re Moses Barrow

,
David de

Ffaro ,
Ben j am in Nunes

,
S amuel de Ca ceres

,
E l i a s

Lindo
,
Abraham de P ayb a , J acob Ar i as , Dav id Avi la ,

J oseph Fe rd inando
,
Abraham Ffrancke , Benj ami n

Levy
,
and E l i as Pa z . Th is was the fir st gran t o f

freemen
’

s pr ivi l eges to d issen ters and non-freemen
that the Corporat i on made . I t p l aced th e J ews in a

bette r pos i t i on th an th at o f th e a l i en P r otestan ts
,
and

when
,
in 1 708 , th e author it ies o f the Dutch and French

Churches p rotes ted aga ins t th e pre ference and de
manded s im i la r pr iv i l eges fo r th e i r own members ,

1 See page 2 1 0.
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cr ime .

The Act of
1 702 .

Jews permi t ted
to ho l d land .
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of th e true Chr i st ian re l igion . The Lords app a ren t l y
had no such in ten t ion

,
and on th e represen tat ions of

th e o th e r H ouse wi l l ingly abandoned th e suggested
amendmen t . Another Act of Par l i amen t o f th i s per iod
enab led a cr im ina l pro se cu t ion to be brough t against
J ews who shou ld obtain prose l yt e s from Ch r i st i an i ty .

The measu re affect ing th e J ews
,
however

,
that i s

b est known i s th at en t i t l ed An Act to ob l ige J ews to
main ta i n and p rovi de fo r th e i r P ro testan t ch i ldren ,
adopted i n the fi rs t year o f the re ign of Anne . The
avowed pu rpo se o f th i s measu re was to ass i s t th e con
vers ion o f th e J ews to th e re l ig ion of the count ry . I t
p rov ided th at “ to th e end tha t suffic ien t ma in tenance
be provided and a l lowed fo r the ch i l dren o f J ewish
paren t s who sh a l l tu rn P ro testan t be i t enac ted
that i f any J ewi sh p aren t i n o rder to th e compel l ing
o f h i s o r h er P ro te s tan t ch i l d to change h i s o r her
re l ig ion sha l l re fuse to a l l ow such ch i l d a fi t t i ng
main tenance i t sha l l b e l awfu l fo r the Lord
Chancel l o r to make su ch o rder th ere i n fo r th e
ma in tenance o f su ch P ro te stan t ch i ld

,
as he sh al l

th ink fi t . "

Anothe r doubt con ce rn ing the statu s o f the J ews
i n Engl and was c l eared up by the dec i s ion o f th e
At to rney-General

, S ir Rober t Raymond , i n 1 7 1 8 . He
was asked to dec ide whether a J ew born i n Engl and
but o f fo re ign p aren t age cou ld p urchase and en j oy
an estate i n fee . The At to rney-Gene ra l ’s op in i on wa s
tha t h e was fu l ly capabl e o f pu rch asing and enj oy ing
the lands, and that th e l aw had put no d i sab i l i ty upon
h im on accoun t o f h i s re l ig i on . He wen t fur ther and
sa id that in respect o f the mat ters under cons iderat ion
th e J ew’s pos i t i on was so sa t i sfactory that i t wou l d no t
be improved by den izat ion . Th i s dec i s ion obta ined de
fin i te confi rmat i on a few years l a te r . An Act o f Par l i a
men t

,
passed in th e yea r 1 7 22 , requ i red al l p e rson s

in possess i on o f rea l estates to take the oath s o f a l leg i
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an ce and abj u rat ion . The l at te r oath conc l uded wi th
th e words on t he t rue fa i th o f a Ch r i st ian ,

”
and J ews

we re consequen t l y unab l e to accep t i t . To remedy
th i s sta t e o f affa i r s a fur ther Ac t was adop ted i n
th e fo l lowing se ss i on . Th i s made p rovi s ion fo r the
om i ss i on o f th e obj ect ionab l e words when the oath
was taken by a J ew . In th e d i scu ss ion i n Parl i amen t
i t was suggested th at th e c l ause was unnecessary

,

i nasmuch as J ews were debarred from ho ld ing l and .

The Op in ions o f th e l ead ing l awyers o f the day were
ob ta ined o n th e p o i n t

,
and th ey were unan imous ly

i n favour of th e Op in i o n al ready given by Raymond .

As a resu l t th e B i l l was adop ted .

Al th ough a t th i s per i o d Par l iamen t was so care fu l
o f J ewi sh su scep t i b i l i t i e s , in that respect i t was no t
a l together rep re sen tat i ve o f the n at i on . The nat io n
had no t yet moved from th e po si t i on tha t r endered
poss i b l e th e l eg i s la t i on of th e fi rst year o f th e re ign
of Anne . No lega l persecut ion of the J ews was th en
ex i st ing in E ngland , but th e pop u l a ce , roused by
agitato rs , found o ther means o f g ivi ng fu l l p l ay to
th e i r prej udi ce . I n 1 73 2 a paper was p ub l i sh ed by
one Osbo rne accu si ng J ews o f be ing accustomed to figéj

-

s

l ewisb

murder those who marr ied ou ts ide th e commun i ty .

One defin i t e i n s tance was quoted , a nd i t was sai d
th at th e woman and her ch i l d h ad been mu rdered
by J ews l at e l y arr ived from P ortuga l and l iv i ng n ear
Broad S t ree t . The pub l i cat i on rou sed th e popu l ace ,
who a t tacked al l J ews who fi tted th e descr i pt i on given .

Mobs were abr oad i n seve ra l p arts o f th e c i ty . At

th is j unc ture p ro c eed ings were taken aga in s t O sborne
in th e Cour t o f K ing ’

s Bench
,
and

,
desp i te t he de fence

tha t no part i cu la r J ews cou l d sh ow that they were
po i nted at more th an any o the rs , th e accused was
found gu i l ty o n the ground that th e who le commun i ty
o f J ews had been at tacked .

The creat ion o f a ch ar tered company under J ames
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Oglethorpe
,
fo r th e purpose o f em igrat ing needy and

re sp ectabl e fami l ies to the Ameri can con tinen t, and
fo rm ing o f them a colony between the Al temaha

and Savannah r ivers
,
d i rected th e a tten t i on o f th e

An emigra t ion S ephard i commun i ty of London to the poss ib i l i t i e s
scheme.

The S a lvador
fami ly.

o f the co lon i e s a s a so l u t ion o f the d i fficu l t i es ar i s
ing out o f the con t inued immigrat ion from E aste rn
E urope . The cont i nua l influx o f poo r Ashkenaz i
J ews had l ong been a source o f anx iety to the l eaders
o f th e commun i ty

,
and many effor ts had been made

to deal w i th i t . The govern ing body of th e Geo rg ia
Company numbered twenty-one t rustees . The funds
a t the i r d i sposal cons i s ted par tl y o f a par l iamen tary
gran t and part ly o f donat ion s from p r ivate ind iv idua l s .
These l at te r were ob ta ined th rough honorary agen ts
a c t ing under th e commiss i on of th e Counc i l

,
and

among the agents were three l ead ing members o f
the S ephard i commun i ty of London

,
Al va ro Lopez

S ua sso
,
Franc i s S alvador

,
and An thony da Co sta .

To S uasso
,
who was one of th e wea l th i est men o f h i s

day , re fer ence has a lready been made . S alvador was
a t th e t ime one of th e d i rec to rs o f the D utch E ast
Ind i a Company

,
the firs t J ew to ho l d such a pos i t i on .

He was a l ead ing financ i e r
,
and h i s char i t i e s were

famous . The firm of Franc i s and J oseph S alvador

(th ey were known i n th e commun i ty as Je ssurun
Al varez) became after the death o f S ampson Gideon
th e l ead ing Engl i sh financ i e rs o f th e day . Th e
Sa lvadors were no t on l y p rominen t i n gene ra l publ i c
l i fe ; th ey a l so took a l ead ing part i n th e affa i r s o f
the commun i ty . The Sa lvador fami ly was a l ready
inte rested in Amer ican en t erpr i ses

,
and owned l a rge

t racts o f l and in Sou th Caro l i na . In l ater yea rs th ey
su ffe red con s iderabl e financ ia l l o sse s , in consequence
of the earthquake at Li sbon and th e fai l u re o f the
Dutch E ast I nd ia Company . I n 1 773 a Franci s
S al vado r of a l ate r gen erat ion em igrated to S outh
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Ogle tho rpe'

s Ogl ethorpe had not been advi sed o f the sa i l ing o f
32

3

22
6

4

3

35 5 , th i s ba tch o f emigran t s , a th i rd o f th e who l e numbe r
of the fi rst co lon is ts

,
and was somewhat a t a l o ss

how to dea l wi th th em . Acco rd ing to the char ters
,

freedom of re l ig i ous Op in i on and observance was
guaran teed to a l l excep t Pap i st s . Th e governor
th e re fore

,
afte r considerat i on , dete rm ined to rece ive

th e new co lo n i sts and at th e same t ime i n fo rmed th e
tru stee s o f th e i r arr iva l . The Board i n London d id
no t r ece ive the news wi th equan im i ty . A pamph le t
wa s prepared i n o rder to assu re the pub l i c tha t i t was
no t the in ten t i on “ to make a J ews’ co l ony o f Georgia,

”

and compla in t was made that the unau tho r i sed acti on
of the Trust’s commi ss i oners h ad no t on l y prejudici
a l l y a ffected the co lony

,
but had tu rned as ide many

in tended bene fact ion s . To Ogletho rpe the trus tee s
wro t e i n a s im i l a r sen se

,
and he was instructed to

give the new arr iva l s no encouragemen t wha tever
,

and by no mean s to a l l ow them any se tt l emen t among
th e gran tee s . Ogl eth orp e , however , wa s more l i bera l
m inded than h i s fe l l ow truste es, and i gnored the i r
i n struct i o ns . J ewi sh names a p pear in th e e ar l i e s t
l i sts o f those to whom grant s o f l and were made

,
and

th e governo r co ns idered th e J ewi sh e l emen t in th e
popu l at i on i t s mos t va l u abl e por ti on . In the mon th

é rgggg
rega t ion o f th e arr iva l o f th e fo r ty set t l e rs a congregat ion was

formed and d iv ine serv i ce he ld . The J ewi sh set t l e
men t p roved o f gre at val ue to th e col ony

,
in to wh ich

v in i cu l tu re was in t ro duced by one of i t s members,
Abraham de Lyon ; anoth e r a c cl imat i sed th e s i l k
industry

,
wh i l e th e servi ces of a th i rd

,
D r . Nunes

,
in

attending t he s ick were h igh ly apprec ia ted
,
no t on l y

by the governor
,
but a lso by the London Boa rd .

When a la rge proport ion o f the J ew ish co lony wi th
drew , tempo rar i ly as subsequen t ly t ransp i red , to
S outh Caro l i n a a few years l ate r

,
Georgi a fe l t the i r

l oss severe ly .
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Contemporary wi th th i s J ewi sh i nflux into the N ew
Wo rl d and c l o se l y connected w i th i t was a s im i l a r
movement wi th in th e S ephard i commun i ty . Th at con

grega t ion appo inted , in 1 734, a commi ttee , poss ib ly O the r sch emes
cons i s t ing of S alvado r , Suasso , and Da Costa , t o ffifégfan

app ly fo r gran t s fo r an exc l us ive ly J ewi sh se t t l emen t into America .

in Georg ia . Th is app l i cat i on was not granted , but
th ree years l ate r l and was offe r ed for a s im i l ar p ur
po se i n Caro l i na . I n 1 745 th e committee was st i l l
i n ex i st ence

,
and obta i n ed an exten s ion o f i ts powers ,

and th ree years l ater J oh n Ham i l ton , an i rre spons i b l e

ph i lanthrOp ica l ly d i sp osed financ i e r
,
en tered in to

nego t ia t i ons wi th th e commi ttee w i th a vi ew to
se t t l ing J ews i n S outh Caro l i na . For th i s purpose
he pet i t i oned the Lord s o f th e Committee of Counc i l
fo r P l an ta t i on Affa i rs fo r a gran t o f acre s in
th at co l ony . The app l i cat io n was en te r ta ined

,
but

mutual ly sat i sfa cto ry c ond i t i on s cou l d no t be agreed
upon

,
and th e who le scheme was dropp ed . I n 1 7 50

a number of London J ews se t t l ed i n S outh Caro l in a ,
no t as ass i sted em igran t s or i n a body

,
bu t mere ly a s

ind iv idua l set t l ers .
I n 1 749 a new col on i sat i on p lan was suggested .

Nova S co t i a was th e l ocal i ty in favour on th i s
occa s ion

, and poo r fam i l i e s were en j o ined to p ro
ceed th i ther . To induce th em to do so an offer was
made o f th ree yea r s ’ char i tab le al l owances , bu t none
seems to h ave ava i l ed h imse l f o f i t .

AUTHOR ITI ES — L u cien W’

o l f, “ The F i rs t S tage o f Jew is h
Emancipa t ion ,

” “

Jew B roke rs
”
( j ea ns/z C/zroni cl e, Ap r i l 1 6 , 1 897 )

D
’
B loss iers Tovey ,Ang l i a j ncz

’
a i ca ; H . S . Q . H enr iques

,

“ Jews and
th e E ng l ish Law ( j ew i s/z Qua r ter ly Rev i ew

,
vo l s . x i i . a nd x i i i . )

J . E . B l un t
,

“ A H is to ry o f the E s tab l is hmen t and Re s idence of th e
Jews in Eng land ” ( 1 8 30) J . P iccio t to , S ke tch es o f Ang lo-Jew ish
H is to ry ” ; C . P . Da l y, “ S e t t lemen t o f the Jews in N o r t h
Ame r ica ” Chas . C . Jone s , “ H is to ry of Geo rg ia ” ( 1 8 8 3 ) Geo rgeW h i te , “ H is to r ica l Co l lec t ions of Geo rg ia ” P . C . Webb ,
“ The Ques t ion wh e t h e r a Jew ” Cha r les E gan, “ The

S ta t us o f the Jews ” B . A . E l zas
,

“ The J ews o f S ou t h
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Ca ro l ina ” C . C . Jones , jun.

“ The S e t t lemen t of the Jews
in Geo rg ia ” (Transa ct zons , j ew i s/z Hi s tor i ca l S oci ety of Amer i ca

,

vo l . 1 . Leon H u hne r, The Jews of Geo rg ia In Co lonia l Times
”

( Tr ansa ct ions, j ew i stcH i s tor i ca l S ociety of Amer i ca , vo l . x .
,
1902)

“ F rancis Sa l vado r ” (Transa ct ions, j ewi s/t H i s tor i ca l
Amer ica , vo l . Jew ish Encyc loped ia ,” a r t ic le F ranci s
Sa l vado r .
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j udgment
,
and cou rage

,
su cceeded in ra i s ing h imse l f

f rom very modest beginn ings to th e po s i t ion of
t ru sted advise r o f th e Governmen t and a member o f
th e l anded gen t ry o f th e coun t ry . W i th Wa lpo l e
Gideon was on t erms o f in t im ate fr i endsh ip . He
wa s h i s advise r i n a l l financ ial t ransact ions . Under
the la te r Government o f P e lham

,
when

,
in 1 743 and

1 744, the French flee t he ld the Channe l
,
Gideon’s

a i d and adv i ce were even more va luab l e . The
fo l l owing year

,
tha t o f the i nvas i on of P r ince Char les

E dwa rd
,
p an i c se ized al l c l asses in London

,
and th e

cond it ion o f th e C i ty seemed almos t more fraugh t
wi th danger to t he S ta te than even th e invas ion o f
its t err i tor i es . At th i s c r i t i ca l j unctu re Gideon was
one o f the few who l o st ne i ther th e i r h eads nor th e i r
fa i th . He free l y l en t h i s p roper ty and h i s cred i t t o
th e Governmen t , and ra ised a l oan of for
th e i r ass i stance . Hence fo rth th e Governmen t invar i
ab ly con su l ted Gideon in financ ia l matte rs

,
and h e

,

on h i s p art , devo ted h imse l f almo st ent i re ly t o the
we l fare o f th e S tate .
I n an ear l i e r cr i s i s

,
th at o f th e S ou th S ea Bubbl e ,

Gideon was a l so among th e few who were not carr ied
away by the wh ir lwi nd o f specu l at ive exci temen t

,
and

consequent ly stood c l ear o f th e c rash th at su cceeded .

The J ews
,
as a whol e

,
s tood asi de from the wi ld specu

Bub b ie anc“ b e l at ions o f th e t ime , and were among th e few whose
For ty-five . fortunes passed through th e o rdeal un impa i red . In

the Fo rty-five th e examp le se t by G ideon wa s fo l l owed
by al l c la sse s o f h i s co-re l ig ion i st s . The lower c l asse s
en l i s t ed in number s i n th e Ci ty Mi l i t ia

,
and wi l l i ngly

bo re arms in defence of the S ta tus gno. The more
prosperou s members o f the commun i ty fo rmed
a ssoc iat ion s with th e same obj ect

,
wh i le tho se who se

s i tuat i ons made th em more u sefu l i n fo l l owing th e i r
own cal l ings

,
promoted in every way whateve r was

cons idered most servi ceab l e to th e Government . The
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run on th e Bank o f Engl and was stopped by th e
confidence aroused at the s igh t o f th e cont i nuou s
supp ly o f spe c i e poured in to i ts coffe r s by J ewi sh
merch an ts .
The danger cau sed by th e publ i c offer o f bank Pa tr io t ic

not es a t sa l e at a d i scoun t was met by an assoc iat ion Fmance ’

o f twe lve em inen t merchan t s
,
two o f wh om were

J ews
,
who undertook to accep t them , whenever

o ffered , a t the i r face va l ue . These twe lve immedi

atel y obta ined th e support of al l th e be st el ement s
i n th e popu lat ion

,
and th e J ews

,
to a man

,
j o ined

th e asso c i at ion . The Government was in wan t o f
funds

,
and i t was dete rm ined to ra i se a l oan on t he

l and tax a t a rate o f in te re s t l ess th an tha t o th erwi se
ava i l ab l e . One-fou rth o f th e l oan was immed iat e ly
taken up by th e J ews . Two members o f th e com
mun i ty h ad two ves se l s in th e r iver ready laden fo r
fo re ign ports . As soo n a s i t wa s known that th e
Governmen t was i n need o f sh ip s to p reven t th e
poss ib i l i ty o f a host i l e l and ing

,
th ese vesse l s were

p laced uncond i t i ona l l y at th e d i sposal o f th e S ta t e .
The patr i o t ic act io n o f the J ews o f E ngl and in th i s
cr i s i s d id not p ass unrecogn i sed . When calm was
Once mo re resto red , i t was re so l ved to p resen t an

address to t he k ing
,
and th e sma l l dep utat i o n that

repre se nted th e merchan t s o f London on th e occas i on
i n c l uded one member o f th e J ewish commun i ty .

Five years ear l i e r a l ong step i n the j ou rney to-A Na tura l isa
wards fu l l E ngl i sh c i t i zensh ip was taken by th e
pas sage th rough Par l i amen t w i thou t oppo s i t ion o f
an “ Act fo r na tu ra l i s ing su ch fore ign P ro testan ts

,

and oth ers th ere in men tioned
,
as are se t t l ed o r sha l l

set t l e
,
i n any o f H i s Maj e sty’s Co lon i e s in Amer ica .

Be fo re the seven th year o f the reign o f J ame s I.
,
i t

was po ss ib l e fo r a J ew to a cqu i re c i vi l s t atu s i n
E nglan d i n th e same manner a s any o the r a l ien
that i s to say

,
by natu ral i sa t io n by Ac t of Pa r l i a
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men t . Legi s l at ion in 1 609, a l though d irected aga in st
Ca tho l ics

,
a t th e same t ime excl uded J ews from the

pr i vi l ege o f natura l i sat io n
,
i na smuch as i t made th e

acceptance o f th e sacramen t an ind ispensab l e condi
t ion . I n 1 663 th e l aw was al te red s l igh t ly by th e pro
v i s ion that any fo re igner who shou ld engage for t h ree
years in h emp

,
fl ax

,
o r cot ton manu fac tu re

,
shou l d

en j oy the pr iv i l eges o f natu ra l born subj ec ts upon
tak ing the oaths o f supremacy and a l l eg ian ce .

Jews and the Two S ect ion s of the N atu ra l i sa t ion Act o f 1 740Ad orn” deal t spec ifica l l y wi th the case of J ews . I n S ect ion
I I . , “ su ch who p ro fes s th e J ewi sh re l ig ion were
exemp ted from the necess i ty o f r ece iv ing th e sacra
men t a s a pre l im inary to th e act o f natura l i sat ion .

III S ec t io n I I I . th e same person s were a l l owed to
om it th e ph rase “ upon th e true fa i th o f a Chr i st i an
when tak ing th e oath o f abj ura t ion . Beyond tho se
immed i ate l y affec ted by i t th e measure aroused l i t t l e
in ter e st

,
and fo r th i rteen years i t s work ing p roved

as smoo th as i t s p assage had been . N ear l y two
hundred J ews

,
th e maj or i ty o f them res id en t s i n

J amai ca
,
to ok advantage o f the Act and became

E ngl i sh c i t izen s . A s im i l ar B i l l was in t roduced in to
the I r i sh Pa r l i amen t i n 1 745 , and passed th rough th e
Lower H ouse . I t was

,
however

,
rej ected by the P eers

in 1 746, and aga in on i ts re-int roduct ion i n 1 747 ,
and u l t imate ly i t was dropped . An effo r t made to
es tab l ish a J ewi sh th eo log ica l sem i nary a lso fai l ed .

By the te rm s o f th e wi l l o f a r i ch member of th e
J uda ism and commun i ty , E l i as de Paz , £1 200 was set as ide fo r
t he Law“ th e ma int enance of a “ Ye sib a

,
o r assembly fo r

da i l y read ing th e J ewi sh l aw, and fo r advanc i ng and
propaga t ing J uda i sm . The bequest was brough t
under th e not ic e o f th e courts in 1 744, and Lord
H a rdwicke , th e Chance l l o r, decide d th a t the l egacy
wa s inva l id , on th e ground that i t was in tended for
superst i t i o u s pu rpose s . The king, O II p e t i t ion , o rdered

r
/
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fruga l i ty . The Lo rd Mayo r and Ci ty Corpo rat ion
,

however
,
he l d d i fferen t v i ews . They a l so p et i t i oned

Parl i amen t
,
and oppo sed th e Bi l l on th e ground tha t

i t wou ld tend great l y to the d i shonou r o f the Chr i s t ian
re l igi on

,
endanger th e Con st i t ut ion of the realm

,
and

be h igh ly p rej ud ic i a l to th e i nte re s t and t rade o f th e
k ingdom in general and o f th e cap i ta l in part icu l ar .
These views were supported in othe r pet i t i on s by
merchan t s and t rader s .
Before these ~

pet it ions had been p resented , th e B i l l
had passed th rough the Hou se o f Lords wi thout any
se r i o u s Opposi t ion

,
and h ad been in t roduced i n to th e

Lower Chamber . There i t wa s met by a storm o f
host i l i ty . The source o f th i s Oppos i t i on was for th e
most pa rt po l i t i cal , and i t was in tens ified by th e im
m inence o f a Gene ra l E l ect ion . The To ry party

,

bel i ev ing that by p lay ing upon the prej ud ices o f the
popu l ace i t wou l d render eas i e r t he de feat o f th e
Government a t th e po l l s

,
adop ted ant i-S em i t i sm i n a l l

i ts extravagance s . I n th e Commons a l eading part in
the oppo si t i o n to th e measu re was taken by S ir J ohn
Barnard

,
one o f th e members for th e Ci ty , a p r ivate

enemy o f S ampson Gideon . Counse l were heard 0 11
both sides o f th e quest ion ,

and wi tnesses exam ined .

The debates were vio l en t
,
th e speech es embi t te red

,

and the pamph le ts
,
wh i ch outn umbered them

,
more

so . I t was argued that the p roposed na tu ra l i sat i on
wou l d deluge th e coun t ry w i th brokers , usurers, and
beggars th at th e r i ch J ews wou l d purch ase l ands and
even advowsons, and th us no t on l y acqu i re an in teres t
in th e Legisl ature

,
bu t a l so influence the const i tu t i on

o f th e Church
,
o f wh i ch th ey were inve tera t e enem ies

that the poore r J ews woul d ous t th e na t ives from th e i r
emp loymen t

,
and

,
by the exerc i se of extreme fruga

l ity, under-se l l them ; tha t th e adopt ion o f vagrant
J ews into th e commun i ty wou ld rob the nat ives o f
th e i r b i rth r igh t

,
d i sgrace th e ch aracter o f th e nat ion

,
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endanger th e Cons t i tu t i on bo th i n Church and S ta t e , The arguments

and be an i nde l ib l e reproach on th e es tab l i shed
Chu rch o f th e co untry . Th e J ews wou ld mu l t i p ly to
su ch an exten t

,
wou l d acqu i re so much wea l th and

consequen t l y al so power and influence , that the i r
persons wou l d be reve red

,
the i r customs im itated .

I n short
,
J udaism wou ld become the fash ionab l e re

l ig ion o f the l and . Moreover
,
t h e p roposed l egis l at i on

wou ld be a d irec t contravent i on o f that prophecy
wh i ch declare d that th e J ews shou ld b e a sc at tered
peop le , wi thout coun try or fixed hab i ta t i on . The Bi l l
was an unchr i st ian one , and a s a d i st inct abandon
men t of Ch r i st i an i ty wou l d draw upo n E ngl an d a l l
the cu rses th a t P rovidence h ad at tach ed to the J ews .
Th e House was rem i nded th at afte r fou r hundred and
th i rty years the J ews i n Egyp t h ad muste red
armed men

,
and that

,
accordi ng to the Book of E s th e r,

when they ga ined th e upper h and i n the l and of th e i r
soj ourn

,
th ey had “ p u t to death i n two days o f

th ose whom they were p l ea sed to ca l l th e i r e nem ies ,
wi th out e i th e r j udge o r j u ry . The po ss i b i l i ty o f a
repet i t ion o f th i s exp lo i t i n E ngl and was h i n ted at .
From the House th e ag i tat io n sp read to th e s tree ts .
Th e quest ion o f th e advi sab i l i ty o f pe rmi tt ing J ews to
appl y for n atural i sat io n monopo l i sed th e p ub l i c m ind .

The o ld sto ry o f the cruc ifix ion of ch i l dren by J ews
was revived . The B i shop s who had voted for th e
measu re wer e l i be l l ed and insu l ted i n the streets .
Desp i te al l oppos i t i on

,
however

,
t h e Governmen t p er

severed with th e measu re
,
wh ich in due cou rs e p assed The B i l l

th rough th e House o f Commons and re ce i ved th e passes“

ro ya l a ssent .
The ag i ta t ion d id no t cease wi th th e passage of th e
B i l l . On th e con t rary

,
i t seemed to grow i n vo l ume .

Dur ing th e recess the oppos i t i o n became a lmo s t more
v io l en t than i t had been dur i ng the s es s i on . P et i t io n s
were w ide ly s igned fo r the repea l o f th e obnox io us
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measure ; effigies o f J ews were car r i ed about th e
streets and th e wa l l s were p l aca rded wi th the legend ,
“ No J ews

,
no wooden shoes .” I t i s not certa in

wheth er th e l a t te r por t ion o f th e popu lar cry exp ressed
host i l i ty to the fo reign P ro testan ts , especi al ly Hugue

no t s , whom th e Government had endeavoured , with
o ut succe ss , to na tu ra l i se i n 1 75 1 , o r wheth e r i t wa s
mere l y added to the cry for the pu rpose o f euphony .

Th e storm was too powerfu l fo r a Governmen t 0 11
th e eve o f an e l ecti on t o wi th stand . Wh en P ar l i a
men t re-assemb led no t ime was l o s t in re-Open ing the
quest i on . The momen t tha t th e repl y to th e Address
had been agreed to in th e Upper H ou se

,
th e Duke o f

N ewcast l e in tro duced a measu re to repea l th e Act o f
th e pre ceding sess ion . III exp l a in ing h i s mot ion

,
th e

Duke sa id that th e d i saffe cted had made a hand l e
o f th e Ac t to ra i se d i scon ten t among many o f h i s
Maj esty ’s good subj ects

,
and

,
as th e Ac t was o f i t se l f o f

l i t t l e impo rtance
,
h e was of op in i on that i t ough t to

be repea l ed . Th i s new Bi l l p assed th rough th e Hou se
wi th l i t t l e d i scu ss ion . The Ac t of 1 753 had con ta ined
a c l ause d i sab l ing a l l n atural i sed J ews from pur
chasing

,
inher i t ing

,
or rece iv ing any advowson o r pre

sentat ion or r igh t to any e cc l es ia st i ca l b enefice o r
p romot ion

,
schoo l

,
hosp i tal

,
o r donat ive . I t was in

tended no t to repea l th i s sect i on by th e new measu re
,

but the maj o r i ty fea red l e st t h e c lau se
,
i f unrep ea l ed

migh t suggest that th e J ews
,
by be ing exp ress l y ex

c luded from the p ossess ion o f any eccl es ias t i ca l r igh t
o f presen tat i on

,
had th e power and p r iv i l ege o f p ur

cha s ing and inher i t i ng any l ay property in th e k ing
dom . These vi ews preva i l ed

,
and th e c l au se was

sacr ifi ced
,
together w i th th e rema inder o f the

measure .

The Lower House was even more urgen t for the
repea l o f th e Act than th e P eers . On th e fi rs t day o f
th e sess ion

,
be fo re th e mot ion fo r the Address had
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Obta ined natura l i sat ion under th e Act was cal l ed fo r
and p resented to th e House . A mot io n wa s th en pro
posed by Lord H arl ey and seconded by S ir James
Dashwood

,
to th e e ff ec t that so much o f the Act o f

1 740 as re l ated to p ersons p ro fess i ng th e J ewish
re l ig ion

,
who shou ld se tt l e i n a Br i t i sh co l ony shou l d

be rep eal ed . The moti on was Opposed by Mr . P e lham
and Mr . P i t t and rej ected .

Th is un successfu l a ttempt at J ewish emanc ipat ion
had one pecu l i ar p ersona l resu l t . Among th e p r ime
engineers o f th e movemen t was S ampson Gideon .

The indebtedne ss
,
not mere ly i n a financ i a l sense , o f

th e country to h im was doubtl ess one o f the pr inc ipa l
reason s

,
i f no t th e on ly one , fo r th e Government po l i cy,

and
,
on th e othe r h and

,
th e r ival ry o f commerc i al

compet i tors was among th e cause s o f the emb i ttered
oppos i t i on t o the Governmen t’s prOposa l s . Gideon ’s
overpower ing ambi t i on was to take h i s p l ace among
th e l anded gentry o f the coun t ry

,
a pos i t i on he was

we l l qua l i fi ed to occupy by h i s weal th
,
h i s influence

,

and h i s servi ce s . D esp i te de ci s i on s o f coun se l a l ready
noted

,
th ere was st i l l con si derabl e doubt wheth er

J udai sm d id no t debar i ts p ro fesso rs from ho ld i ng
l and i n E ngland . The bal ance o f Op i n i on was at
th at t ime opposed to the J ewi sh c l a ims

,
and i n th i s

vi ew G ideon concur red . H is influence wi th Wa l po l e
h ad been suffic i en t to i nduce that statesman to obta in
an Act o f P ar l iamen t enab l ing Gideon

,
a l th ough a

J ew
,
to ho l d estates

,
but th e d isab i l i t ies under wh i ch

J ews laboured st i l l p roved a bar to th e fu l l atta in
ment o f the ambi t i on o f Gide on

,
who fe l t tha t h is

status was in fer i or to tha t o f those among whom
he moved . I f th e l eg i s l at ion o f 1 75 3 had remained
und i sturbed G ideon’s t ro ub l e s wou ld h ave d isap

peared, and he cou ld , wh i l e st i l l a membe r o f th e
J ewi sh commun i ty

,
have grat ified h i s ambi t ion in

fu l l . The unsuccessfu l conc l us ion of th e campaign
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seems, however, t o have assu re d h im that h i s amb i
t i on and h is fa i th were i rreconc i labl e . One had to
be sac r ificed

,
and th e l a tter was chose n a s th e vi ct im .

Gideon h ad a l ready marr i ed a Ch r i s t ian l ady , and

th e i r ch i ld ren were brough t u p in h er fa i th and th e ir
e ldes t son was

,
at th e age o f fi fteen

,
c reated a ba ronet .

I n 1 754 G ideon , who had gradua l ly abandoned th e
deep in tere s t i n communa l affa i r s h e had p revi ou s ly
he ld

,
re s igned h i s membe rsh ip o f the synagogue .

Gideon
,
however

,
con t inued a J ew

,
a lbe i t a secre t

o ne . On h is dea th i n 1 763 i t was found that h e had Dea th o f
l e ft a l egacy o f £1 000 to h i s o ld commun i ty , wi t
a request t ha t h e shou l d be bur ied in th e i r c emetery
as an ord inary member o f the congregat i on . I t was

announced that fo r the p reviou s ten years s i nce h i s
re s ignat ion , Gideon had con t inued anonymous l y to
s ubscr i b e to th e funds of th e commun i ty . The request
was gran ted

,
and in acco rdance wi th th e terms o f th e

wi l l
,
on th e even ing o f th e Day o f Atonemen t every yea r

,

th e congrega t io n i n Bevi s Marks i s s t i l l r eminded o f
th e memory o f S amp son de Reh ue l Ab udien te .

The year o f th e N atura l i s at i on Con troversy wa s
wi tness to th e adopt i o n o f ano ther measu re tha t

G ideon.h
His wi l l .

fina l l y e stab l i shed th e l egal i t y o f J ewish ma rr iages
,
Jewish

0 11 wh ich h i therto a con s iderabl e amoun t o f doub
had rested . The ma rr iage l aw o f th e coun t ry as a

who l e was i n a ve ry unsa t i s fac tory cond i t i on when
Lord Chance l l or H ardwi cke turned h i s at ten t i on t o
i t . H is Marr iage Ac t o f 1 75 3 rec t ifi ed many abuses ,
and enacted among oth er provi s ions th at

,
wi th th e ex

cept ion o f J ewi sh and Quake r ma r r iages
,
no marr i age

shoul d be va l id i n England wh ich was no t ce l ebra ted
by a pr ie s t in o rders

,
a fte r due not i c e

,
o r un l e ss a

l i c ense had p rev ious l y been procured . By th i s
measu re a p r ivi l ege was con ferred on th e J ewi sh
popu l at ion tha t was withhel d from th e Catho l i c s and

th e bu l k o f th e Nonconfo rm i s ts .

t marriages .
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London
,
howeve r

,
had al ready ga ined over the

au th o r i t ie s in Amsterdam . These l atte r made con

d it ions wh i ch th e Mah amad cons i dered i n admi ss ib l e
,

and
,
obj ect ing to wha t th ey descr ibed as th e persona l

mot ives and con s iderat ions tha t influen ced th e Beth
D in of Amsterdam

,
th e Mahamad of London dec i ded

in th e fut ure never to appea l on any ques t i on whatever
to tha t body o r to h ave any fu r ther commun i ca t ion
wi th i ts members . Th is act ion st i l l further emb i ttered
th e d isp ute in London . Z arfat t i had a l r eady been
excommun i cated . The next s te p was to exc l ude th e
reputed autho rs o f th e “ l i be l from th e synagogue and
to th reaten th em al so wi th excommun i cat ion . The
p amph l et , o f wh i ch compl a in t had been made , had
been i s sued anonymousl y

,
but when th i s la st dec is ion

o f th e Mahamad was pub l i shed
,
th i r teen members o f

th e congregat ion sen t a j o in t l e t te r p ro tes t ing aga in st
th e act ion o f th e Mah amad and the i r descr i p t ion o f
the pamph l e t . They contended that i t h ad been
wri tte n i n th e inte rest s o f th e i r r e l ig ion . Th e
Mahamad stoo d by th e i r dec i s i on

,
and were supported

by the grea t bu lk o f th e congregat ion ,
i n c lud ing a l l

t h e scho l ars i t con ta i ned . At th e instance o f the
Haham a truce was arranged over th e H igh Fest iva l s ,
and the offenders were re—admi tted to the synagogue .
The mutua l approach on th i s o ccas ion l ed to th e
ar rangemen t o f a moa

’
us v ivenci i . The d i spute was

r eferred to the Beth D in o f the S pan i sh commun i ty of
Hamburg

,
but no dec i s ion cou ld be obta ined from

tha t source
,
as the office o f Haham was vacan t . The

Sp i r i tua l head of th e neighbour i ng S ephard i com
mun i ty o f Al to na

,
however , was Haham Zevi

Ashkena z i
,
and to h im th e Mahamad turned

,
and by

h im a reconc i l i at i on was e ffected .

Haham N i e to d i ed a t th e beg inn i ng o f 1 7 28 . The
twenty-e igh t years th at h e had spen t in E ngland were
fu l l o f act i vi t i e s

,
min ister i a l , communa l , and l i te rary .
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These las t covered a wide range . I n I t a l i an
,
S pan i sh

,
David N i e to'

s

Hebrew
,
and Po r tuguese , Nieto

’

s i p en was equal l y wo rks '

fluen t . Ph i l osoph i ca l and th eo logi ca l t reat i ses
,

Hebrew poems
,
sc i en t ifi c works , sermon s and h i s

to r ica l inqu i r ies were a l l inc l uded in th e bibl i ography
of h i s wo rks . In addi t i on

,
h e was engaged on a

Ta lmud ica l conco rdan ce wh ich was never comp le ted .

N i e to ’s scho l arsh i p was p ro found , h i s i n t ere st s wide ,
h i s in te l l ect keen i n the advancemen t o f f re edom and
l i be r ty . He was not a fra id to expose th e weak po i n t s
i n th e Greek Calendar no r to t u rn th e l igh t upon the
h orro rs of th e I nqu i s i t i on . N e i th e r myst i cal h al l uc i na
t ion

,
se l f-decep t i on

,
no r the en s l aving o f th e m ind

wou ld h e to l erat e . Wh erever h i s tea ch ings reached
they succe eded i n check ing Kara i sm , i n destr oy ing
Sab b atha ism,

and i n strengthen i ng th e fai th i n J ewi sh
t rad i t i on .

Magnet ica l ly
,
N i eto att racted around h imsel f a c i rc l e Anglo-J ewish

of J ewi sh scho l ars . D r . J acob de Cast ro S armento , a
SCho la’S '

nat ive o f Por tuga l
,
s tu d i ed Greek ph i l o soph y at E vo ra

and med ic ine at Co imbra . D r iven from h i s nat ive
l and by th e Inqu i s i t i on

,
h e came to E ngland in 1 7 20 .

H e was adm it ted a Li ce n t i at e o f th e Co l l ege o f
Phys i c ian s in 1 7 25 , and a Fe l l ow of th e Roya l S oc ie ty
five years l ate r . I n 1 739 t h e d egree o f M.D . was Dr. S a rmento .

confe r red upon Sarmen to by th e Un ive r s i ty of Aber
deen . H is fi rst publ i cat ion wa s a funera l o rat i on
i n Por tuguese on h is fr i end the Haham . He al so
wrote severa l vo l umes on med ica l subj ec t s and mora l
med ita t i on s fo r th e Day o f Atonement . I n anoth er
p ubl icat ion S armento dea l t w i th th e sto ry of Mor

deca i
,
E sth er

,
and H aman .

Dan i e l I srae l Lopez Laguna
,
a l so a fug i t i ve from Danie l

th e I nqu i s i t i on i n Por tuga l , came to London on
Laguna '

J ama ica . H e brough t wi th h im a vers ified t ran sla t i on
o f th e P sa lms . In London he found a patron in

Mordeca i N unes Almeyda , a man of l i te rary tastes and
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Laguna '

s a member o f a cu l tured and in te l l ec tua l fam i ly . The
book was publ i sh ed i n 1 7 20, accompan i ed, as was th e
custom in l i t e rary c i rcl e s at the t ime

,
by recommenda

t i on s in prose and verse by fe l l ow-scho lar s . The l i s t
o f recommendat ion s o f th i s descr i pt ion con ta ined
in th e vo l ume shows th e exten t o f th e scho l arsh ip
o f the Anglo-J ewi sh commun i ty i n th e se cond de
cade o f the e igh teen th cen tu ry . Laguna’s vo lume
had no l ess than twen ty-two such in t roduct ion s

,

three o f th em wri tten by ladies
,
S ara de Fon seca

P ina y P imente l
,
Manue la Nune s de Alme ida

,
and

B i enven ida Cohen Be lmon te . The o th e r co ntr i bu tors
inc l uded Haham N i e to

,
Rabb i J oseph Abendanon

,

D r. I saac de S eque i ra S amuda, and S ampson Gideon .

In th e po l em ical d i scuss ion s th at were then raging
th roughout J ewry, London became th e cen t re o f p ub
l icat ion, and from tha t c i ty wen t forth th e repea t ed
blows tha t a ss i sted in demol i sh i ng th e las t ves t ige s o f
Sab b atha ism.

Prosper i ty of I n these years th e commun i ty flour i shed no t
tb e commum’y' on l y i n te l l ec tua l l y

,
bu t in othe r respect s a l so . I t s

member sh ip
,
i t s p ro sp er i ty, and that o f th e members

a l l increased . But as th e years succeeded one

anothe r th e separat ion be tween S eph ard im and

Ashkenaz im b ecame more acu te . As a symptom of
th e at t i tude o f the Portuguese to the Germans even
du ring th e l i fet ime o f Haham N i eto

,
i t i s re co rded

that on one occa s ion th e Yeh id im o f the congregat i on
were convened in order to i nst ruct the Maham ad to
inflic t pun i shmen t 0 11 a member who had commi tted
the rep ea ted offence o f a t tend ing the servi ces o f th e
o ther commun i ty .

The o ffice of Hah am was l e f t vacan t fo r five years
afte r the death o f David N i e to , un t i l in 1 73 3 h i s SO II
I saac N i e to ( 1 702—74) was appo inted to succeed h im .

Les s accomp l i shed than h i s fa ther , he was ye t worthy
to fi l l th e h igh office he he ld

,
but h i s ten ure d id no t
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Throughout th e e igh teen th c en tu ry th e Mahamad
con t inued to ho ld a very str i ct con tro l ove r a l l th e
doings o f th e members . Thei r fi nancia l t ransact ions
were subj ect to very cl o se superv i s ion

,
bett ing was

p roh ib i ted
,
a l l in te rference in P ar l i amen ta ry and

mun i c i p al e l ec t io n s was forb idden . The congrega
t io n during th ese years occas iona l ly p roduced a
member whose fame o r no to r i e ty spread beyond i t s
narrow l imi t s and attracted atten t ion in spher es
o ther than those o f J ewry . Emanue l Mendez da
Co sta ( 1 7 1 7—1 791 ) was known as a sc i en t i s t , ph i l o
Soph er

,
and auth o r

,
i n a l l th e c u l ture d c i rc l es i n

London . He was a Fe l l ow and S ecretary of th e
Royal S ocie ty and o f th e S oc i ety o f An t iquar i es

,

and a member o f severa l o ther sc ien t ifi c assoc ia t i ons
,

E ngl i sh and fo re ign . A re l at ive o f h i s , Benj am i n
Mendez da Costa ( 1 704 was famous fo r h i s
char i ty

,
wh ich knew ne i th er race nor fa i th . A person

of a far d iffe ren t descr ip t ion was th e eccent r i c and
m ise r

,
E ph raim Lopez P ere i ra

,
Baro n d’

Agui l ar ( 1 739
who marr ied a member o f th e Mendez da Cos ta

fami ly .

O II th e death o f Haham Mesqu i ta, I s aac N i e to
again became the sp i r i tua l head of th e congregat ion

,

but wi th th e t i t l e Of Ah-beth-di n , instead of th e more
impor tan t one o f Haham . He re ta i n ed th e office
fo r on l y five years

,
and th en aga in re t i red . Th i s

res igna t i o n was due to d i ssens io n s
,
wh ich we re in

creased by i t . N i e to seems to h ave ob j ec ted to th e
appo intmen t o f one o f h i s pup i l s

,
Mose s Cohen

d
’

Az avedo (a
’
. a son-in-l aw o f th e l ate Haham

Mesqu i ta, as Dayan .

1 N i e to from h i s ret i remen t p ro
tes ted aga inst t h e act i on s o f th e new Beth D in

,

2
and

decl ared that i t was sanc t ion i ng th e consump t ion
o f “ t ere fah ” 3 meat . AII endeavour was made to

1 Eccles iast ica l judge .

2 Ecc l es iast ica l cour t .
3 Fo rb idden by J ewish law .



THE SEPHARD IM 2 8 7

mee t th e wi she s o f th e ex—Hah am
,
bu t i t fa i l ed

,

and fo r a t ime th ere was dange r. o f a sece ss ion
from the paren t commun i ty .

The po l i cy o f th e congregat ion , to take n o pa rt in
S tate a ffa i r s, suffe red a change towards th e m idd l e
o f th e e igh teen th cen tury . The J ewish quest i on was
th en becoming a matter o f p ract i ca l p o l i t i c s i n
Engl and , and in 1 746 a Commi ttee o f D i l igence , A forerunner

con s i st i ng o f Ben j am in Mendez da Costa a s giggpfifgg
‘

?
P res iden t

,
Dan i e l J . Rodr iguez , J acob Fernandez

N un es
,
J acob de Moses Fran co

,
and J acob Moses

P ach eco
,
was fo rmed

,
t o watc h th e i n terest s o f th e

J ews o f Great Br i ta in and I re land . The commi t te e
was on l y o f a temporary nature and was soon d i s
so l ved

,
bu t i t p roved th e fore runne r o f a p e rmanen t

body
,
i n wh i ch both branches of E ngl i sh J ewry were

u l t imate l y repre sen ted
,
fo r th e Board o f Depu t i es

commenced i t s career fou rteen years l ate r . Before
th e adm i ss ion o f t he rep resen t at ives o f th e German
congregat i on s

,
howeve r

,
th e du ty fe l l t o the “ D epu

t i e s of th e Po r tuguese N at i on to p re sen t an add ress
to George I I I . on the o ccas i on o f h i s ac cess ion .

The sequel to th e appo i n tmen t o f D’

Az avedo as D'

Aza vedo

Dayan
,
feared by I sa ac N i eto

,
occurred i n

In th a t yea r Mo ses Cohen d’

Az avedo was appo in ted
t o th e office o f Haham

,
vacan t s ince th e dea th o f

h i s father-in-l aw t e n years ear l i e r . W i th ou t del ay
N i e to pro te sted again s t the appo i n tme nt

,
and as h i s

i nfluen ce and th e resp ect in wh ich h e was he l d were
cons ide rab l e

,
i t was dete rm in ed to del ay th e com

p le t ion o f th e appo intment unt i l th e op in io n o f th e
Beth Din o f Amste rdam h ad been obtai ned o n th e
cand ida te’s qual ificat i ons . The dec i s ion con t roverted
a l l th e obj ect i on s ra i sed by N i e to

,
and D

’

Az avedo was
accord ingly g iven th e o ffice that h is cr i t i c h ad fo r
mer l y he ld

,
and r e ta i n ed i t u n t i l h i s death in 1 784 .

N i e to su rv ived th i s de feat twe lve years
,
and d i ed in
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1 7 73 . His las t yea rs were devo ted to a t ransla t ion
in to Span i sh o f th e S ephard i r i tu al . The first vo l ume
of th i s work was pub l i shed in 1 740 ; th e las t sh or t ly
befo re h i s dea th . III so scho la r ly a manne r d id N i eto
per form th is task that no l a te r transl at ion in to any

language h a s surp assed i t i n accuracy or e l egance
of sty l e .

S epha rd im and Before N i e to’s death th e breach between th e
Ashkena z im .

Portuguese and German commun i t i es
,
so far as

in termarr iage was concerned
,
wh ich had ever been

growing wide r
,
seemed to have become impa ssab l e .

Un t i l th e m iddl e o f the e igh te en th cen tu ry the att i
t ude of th e h eads o f the S ephard i commun i ty t oward s
such marr iages

,
al th ough by no mean s encourag ing,

wa s no t determinedly host i l e . By 1 745 , h owever, a

change h ad come over th e i r po l i cy in t h at re spect .
In that yea r th e treasu re r o f the congregat ion

,
Ja cob

I s rae l Bernal
,
s udden l y re s igned h is office w i thou t

appa ren t ca u se
,
and shor t l y afte rwards app l i ed fo r

permi ss i on to con t rac t a ma rr iage w ith a member
o f th e German commun i ty . The matte r wa s re fe rred
to th e e l ders

,
who , afte r due de l ibera t ion ,

gave per
m iss ion for th e marr iage

,
but, in o rder to d i scourage

im i tato rs
,
l a i d down cond i t i o n s that were almo st

h umi l iat ing . III consequence o f h i s ma rr i age Mr .

Berna l no l onger to ok a l ead ing p ar t i n th e a ffa i r s
o f th e congregat ion

,
and h is descendan t s u l t imat e ly

l e f t th e commun i ty .

1 By 1 77 2 th e regu la t i ons o f th e
congregat ion regard ing marr iage had be come even
more s tr ingen t . I n tha t year Asse r de l Banco was

peremptor i l y re fused pe rm i ss ion to marry a Tudesca
,
2

th e Mah amad no t t roub l ing to furn i sh any exp lana
t ion o f the i r dec i s io n .

Re la t ions wi th The congrega t i on, be ing one o f the most importan t
fore i n

comr

g
nungt ies ,

1 11 E urope
,
was th e rec i pIent o f frequen t app l i cat ion s

1 They incl uded Mr. Ra l ph Berna l , M.P . , andMr. Berna l Osbo rne , M .P .

2 An Ashk enaz i Jewess .
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Losses to the Berna l s l e ft for p robabl y th e same reason . David
commumty'

Ri cardo was converted to Chr i s t i an i ty . H is b ro thers
at th e t ime remained i n th e fo ld . N ever th e l e ss most
o f the i r descendants are now outs ide . The Fu rtados
with drew because the r i tua l was no t suffi c i en t l y
orthodox . They al so l i e bu r i ed wi th i n th e shadow
of th e Church . Among those who rema i n ed a con

t inua l ly increas i ng d i s inc l inat ion to ho ld honorary
office in th e commun i ty was d i sp layed . S o wide
spread became th i s t endency that before th e end o f
th e e igh tee nth cen tu ry a number of p ubl i c-sp i r i ted
member s under took t o accep t any office that m igh t
be con ferred upon th em owing to re fu sa l by other
members . The Ascamo th were revi sed in 1 7 84, but
th e rev is i on on l y se rved to render th e new regu lat io n s
more narrow and ty rann i cal . In th ese c i rcumstances
i t i s no t su rpr is ing that r e l at io n s between Ashkenaz im
and S ephard im became stra i ned .

The founder s o f the London commun i ty o f S pan i sh
and Po rtuguese J ews were a lmost w ith ou t excep t ion
e i th e r Ma r ranos com i ng d i rect f rom th e P en insu l a
o r th e descendan t s o f Marrano s who had fled to

Ho l l and
,
Hamburg

,
I ta ly

,
or Amer i ca . In cou rse

New
-
sources of Of t ime the number o f Marranos dwi ndl ed

,
th e de

‘mm'gm t lon ‘

scendants o f th e o r ig ina l nuevos C/zr is t ianos merging
wi th th e surround ing popu l at ion . The supp ly o f
recru i ts f rom th i s source grew more feeb l e and st i l l
mo re fe eb l e

,
but even be fo re i t had en t i re l y ceased

the i r p lace was taken by descendan t s o f those wh o
had fled in t h e fi rst i n stance from be fo re th e
I nqu i s i t i on

,
and h ad sett l ed on th e shores o f th e

Med i terranean
,
and by oth e rs on l y connec ted w ith

the S ephard im th rough the s im i la r i ty o f th e i r
M in/zag im.

1 Th i s new sou rce o f immigra t i on caused
d iffere nces insens ib ly to grow up i n th e congrega
t ion . The o l der se tt l er s began to d i scr imina te agai n st

1 Ri tua ls and cus toms.
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th e new-comers . The B erb eriskos and I ta l i anos were
grouped wi th th e Tudeskos and Po laccos . They
were equal ly cons idered Fores teiros

,
and as such at

firs t den i ed and afte rwards o n l y grudgingly admi tte d
to th e fu l l p r iv i l eges of th e commun i ty . The s i ege G ibra lta r J ews
o f Gibra l ta r i n 1 7 8 1 furn i sh ed an apprec iab l e add i fi

e

s
t

g

l

fafi .

t i o n to th i s e l emen t i n th e Angl o-J ewi sh popu l at i on .

J ews , com ing fo r t he most par t from Morocco
,
h ad

set t l ed i n tha t for t re ss on i t s annexat io n by th e
E ngl i sh i n 1 704, and had gradua l l y fo rmed a con
s iderab le commun ity th ere . Dur ing th e pr ivat i on s o f
th e l engthy s iege

,
seve ra l sh ip l oads o f J ews managed

to escape and to reach E ngland
,
where th ey set t l ed .

AUTHOR ITIES —M . Gas te r, H is to ry of the Ancien t S yna
gOgue ,
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S ke tch es of Ang lo-Jew is h H is to r y “ D ic t iona r y of N a t iona l
B iog rap h y ” ; “ Jew ish Encyc loped ia .



CHAPTER XXX

THE AS H K E NAZ IM

( 1 765—1 797)

ON th e res i gnat i on by Rabbi H ar t Lyon (Zev i H i rsch )
o f th e rabb inate of th e Great S ynagogue

,
Rabb i David

Tewe l e S ch iff o f Frankfor t-on-Ma i n was appo in ted
h i s su ccesso r . He came to London i n 1 765 , and

short ly aft er h i s ar r i val a ss i sted at the re-open i ng o f
th e synagogue wh i ch had been rebu i l t and en l arged
in o rder to afford accommodat io n for a congregat ion
th at was con t i nua l l y growing . The membersh ip of
th e congregat i on

,
however

,
a l though i t increased in

numbers d id no t p roport ionate ly become weal th i e r .
O II th e other hand , th e great bu l k o f the new members
came from the poo res t c l asses in th e commun i ty

,
and

th e congregat i on i n its corporate cap ac i ty had for
a l ong te rm of i t s ex i stence an arduous s truggl e to
p reserve i t se l f . I n these c i rcum stan ce s a l ega cy o f

£3500, l e ft to th e synagogue in 1 769 by Lazarus
S imon , one o f i t s o ldest members, must have been
espec ia l ly we lcome . The whol e o f th at amount was
no t to be devo ted to general pu rposes, bu t as at th at
peri od the synagogue was not mere ly a house o f
praye r bu t a l so a cen t re o f communa l l i fe in al l
i t s b ranches

,
no matte r to wha t spec ifi c communa l

obj ects the l egacy wa s devo ted
,
the funds o f th e con

gregat ion were none th e l e s s re l i eved . O f the l egacy
o f Lazarus S imon

,
th e inte res t O II £1 000 wa s to be

appl i ed to c l oth ing and p rovid ing do l e s for S ix dest i
tu te men and th e same number of dest i tu t e women

,

wh i l e the inte re s t on a s im i l ar amoun t was to be
292



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


294 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

The a t tract ion disab i l i t i es
, England appeared as th e l and o f f reedom ,

to England . where in
,
to th e J ew, th ere were no re s t r i ct i ons o f

dom ic i l e nor other i n te rference wi th h is p r iva te affa i r s .
To the amb it i ou s among younge r J ewry

,
th ere fore

,

Engl an d appeared almost a s E l Dorado . The h i s
to ry o f th e J ews o f the Con t inen t i n the i r re la t ions
wi th th e o th e r peop l es was

,
h owever

,
by no mean s

wi thou t i n c iden t
,
and every one o f th e d i sturbances

th at from t ime to t ime convu l sed E urope dur i ng th e
e igh teen th cen tu ry reac ted wi th two fo ld fo rce on th e
J ewish commun i t i es w i th in i ts area . The war th a t
cu lm inated in th e par t i t ion o f Po land in 1 77 2 added
con s id erab ly to the burden s o f th e London J ewish
commun i ty . The inroad o f poverty-s t r i cken immi
grants became so cons iderab l e that in 1 77 1 th e
Warden s o f th e Grea t S ynagogue took s tep s to d i s
courage fu rth er immigrat ion by refu s ing re l i e f to
fore ign J ews “ who h ad l e ft th e i r coun t ry wi thou t
good cause .” Th i s dec i s ion effec ted n o improvement
i n the state o f th e commun i ty . In fact , i t con t i nued
to get worse u n t i l a c u lm ina t i on was reached th e same
year

,
when a group o f J ew ish mal e factors was found

gu i l ty o f se r iou s offe nces, and an ag i tat ion was se t on
foot aga in st a l i en J ewi sh sett l ers . The H ome Office
remonst ra t ed w i th the synagogue , and th e author i t i es
o f th e l atter rep l i ed that th e m igrat ion was due to th e
d i s turbed cond i t ion o f Po l and and to the fau l t o f th e
Government in no t rest r i ct ing immigrat ion . The
synagogue app ea l ed to the Government to adopt th e
po l i cy o f restr i c t ion

,
and

,
i n con sequ ence o f th e J ews ’

rep resen tat ion s
,
instru ct ion s were i s sued to preven t

fo r th e futu re th e sett l ement i n th e coun t ry o f J ews,
u n le ss they possessed passports and had pa id the i r
fu l l passage money—many fore ign immigran t s a t th at
t ime were abl e to ob ta in cons ide rab l e deduc t ions
from the ord inary passengers’ charges . At the same
t ime th e Lord Mayor offe r ed to pay t he expense s to
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th e coast o f any fore ign-born J ews w i sh ing to re turn
to the count ry o f th ei r b i r th .

There was then no o rgan i sed system o f poo r rel i e f Ashkenaz i
i n ex i stence in th e Ashkenaz i commun i ty . The on l y Char'1’es '

ch ar i t i e s beyond those o f the synagogues were th e
B er i t/z (Ci rcumci s i o n S oc i ety ) , an assoc i at ion for c l o th
ing o rphan ch i l dren

,
and th e Ta lmud Torah

,
afterward s

th e J ews ’ Free S choo l . The grea t d i s t res s p reval en t
i n th e c ountry towards the end o f th e e igh teen th
cen tury fe l l e sp e c ia l l y o n th e J ews o f London

,
wi th

the i r l argel y d i sp ropo rt i onate number o f poor . The
S ephard im met th e inc reased burden by estab l i sh ing
th e soc i ety “ That g ive th Bread t o th e H ungry .

” The
Ashkenaz im were n ot l ong i n fo l lowing th e examp l e
se t by th e i r breth ren o f Bevi s Marks

,
and i n 1 779 th e

M es/wha t Nephesh, a soc i e ty fo r the d i s t r i but ion o f The Mes/zeoa t

bread
,
meat , and coal among the poor , th e fi rs t Ne

rf /”31"

Ashkenaz i char i ty o f impor tan ce was e stab l i shed .

I t s first pres iden t and on e o f i t s founde rs was Lev i
Baren t Coh en

,
th e founder o f a fam i ly from h i s t ime Levi Ba rent

prom inen t in communal affai rs
,
and th e fath e r-in-l aw C011“

of S ir Moses Mon tefiore and N athan Maye r Roth sch i l d .

Cohen was a l ead ing member of th e Ash kenaz i com
mun i ty , and devo ted h imse l f w i th un spar ing zea l t o
th e benefi t o f h i s l es s favourab ly s i t uated co-re l igion i s t s .
A few years l ate r a J ewi sh soup k i tch en was a l so
i n st i tu ted in London .

I n 1 78 8 J ews were brough t into p rom inen ce in the A S hech i ta

Courts o f Law by an act ion fo r l i be l under taken i n “b“

con sequence o f a dec i s i on of th e S eph ard i Be th D in
on a quest ion o f S hec/zi ta .

1 A J ew named Levy
repor ted to that auth or i ty th a t one o f i t s l i censed
bu t chers , Rodr iguez, was i n the hab i t o f se l l ing meat
unauthor ised for con sumpt i on by J ews . The ca se was
i nvest igated , and th e Beth D in be ing sat i sfied o f th e
t ru th o f th e charge , Rodriguez was depr ived of h i s

1 The r i t ua l s laugh tering of ca t t le for purposes of food .
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l i cence . Th is dec i s ion was , in th e o rd i nary course ,
publ i shed from the synagogue pu lp i t

,
and members

o f the commun i ty were forb idden to purchase meat
o f th e de l inquen t. Rodr iguez the reupon brought an
act ion for l ibe l aga ins t Levy and c laimed heavy
damage s . The case was heard in th e Court o f
Common P l eas and dec ided in favour o f Levy

,
th e

ac t ion of the Be th D i n be ing j ust ified on a second
occasio n al so when a moti on was made fo r a new
tr i al .
Th i s quest i on of S hechi ta engaged th e earnes t
c ons iderat ion o f the synagogue author i t i es on seve ra l
occas ions . The fi rs t prOposa l fo r j o in t ac t ion by
th e London congrega t ion s for the supp ly o f mea t
fo r con sumpt ion by J ews was made in 1 792 , when
a mee t ing was h e ld o f repre sen tat ives o f the th ree
Ash kenaz i synagogues . At tha t meet ing

,
at th e sug

gest ion of Mr . L . de S ymons
,
a scheme was dra fted

fo r th e fo rmat ion of a J o in t Board
,
to deal w i th a l l

matters ar i s i ng ou t of th e subj e ct
, on wh ich a l l t h e

London congregat i on s were to have been rep resen ted
,

and al so for th e con s t ru ct ion o f a cen tra l h a l l fo r th e
sal e o f meat . The p l an , wi th deta i l s , was submi t ted
to th e Sephard i au thor it i es , who , i t was con tended ,
would benefi t cons iderabl y by g iving the i r adhes ion .

The S ephard im ra i sed great obj ect i ons to th e estab l ish
men t o f a cen tra l hal l

,
bu t expre ssed the i r wi l l ingness

to j o in th e o the r congregat ions on th e p roposed
board . The Ashkenazim

,
however

,
were unwi l l ing to

sacr ifice any pa r t o f th e i r sch eme
,
and con tended

that the severa l por t ions were i nseparabl e . The th ree
Ashkenaz i synagogues

,
i t was stated in th e cou rse o f

th e cor respondence that e n sued
,
had determined to

estab l i sh th e h a l l
,
and th e S ephard im cou l d j o i n them

whenever th ey des i red . Bevi s Ma rks
,
O II i t s part

,

r ep l i ed tha t i t h ad a l ready undertaken to re-o rgan i s e
i ts own S hechi ta

,
and saw no reason for a l te r ing th e
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Co ope ra t ion al though cand ida tes were invi ted i n 1 794 . The de l ay
o f the New

wi th me Grea t In the appom tmen t was due to financ i a l cau ses .
Synagogue ° Meanwh i le th e Grea t S ynagogue ava i l ed i tse l f o f the

servi ces o f Rabb i Moses Myers o f the New S ynagogue
,

wh ich were free l y p laced a t i ts d i spo sal . Th e feud
tha t h ad raged so fierce ly on th e occa s io n of the
establ i shmen t o f th i s se ced i ng congregat ion in 1 76 1

h ad by th i s t ime been comp le te ly h eal ed
,
and th e

courte sy d isp l ayed by th e N ew Synagogue on th i s
occas i on was but a symptom o f th e s tate o f a ffa i rs
tha t now ru l ed .

A se lf-denying The year 1 794 was s igna l i sed i n th e h i s tory of
“m am ? " th e Duke ’s P l ace Synagogue by a rema rkabl e under

taking 0 11 th e pa rt o f a number o f i t s members not
to wi thdraw from th e congregat ion under a penal ty
o f fo r fe i t ing a hundred pounds . I t was poss i bly
feared tha t th e numerou s impor tan t secess ions wh ich
were at th e t ime severe l y aff ect ing th e S ephard i
commun i ty migh t induce s im i la r w i thdrawa l s among
th e Ashkenaz im

,
and to coun teract any such ten

dency th i s unde rtak ing wa s Offered . The po l icy o f
the Ashkenaz im differed widel y from tha t o f the
S ephard im in regard to the e stab l i shmen t o f new

synagogues . The fi rst o f th e Ascamo th s t i l l rendered
member s o f the S epha rd i commun i t y subj e c t to
seve re p enal t i e s for conduct ing servi ce w i th in a

rad i u s o f four m i l e s o f Bev i s Marks . The Ashkenaz i
author i t i e s

,
on the oth er hand , now readi l y granted

p erm iss ion to sma l l congregat i ons of J ews to mee t
A p onsh for p rayers

,
and a sma l l Po l i sh synagogue wa s bu i l t

iggfigggf
’e

near Cu t le r S t ree t
,
Houndsditch . The growth o f

th e commun i ty necess i tated th e supp ly o f fu rther
synagogue accommodat ion . Th e ceme te ry tha t had
been in use by th e Grea t S ynagogue was gradual l y
becoming fi l l ed

, and in 1 795 , ma i n ly th rough the
ins t rumental i ty o f the bro thers Abraham and Ash er
Go ldsm id

,
anothe r p i ece o f land was pu rchased fo r
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a s im i la r pu rpose . S erv ices h ad been h el d for many
year s in th e pr iva t e house o f Baron de Symon s o f The Wes tern
Bedfo rd Row

,
S in ce h is a rr iva l f rom S t . P eter sburg in S ynag °g“e ’

1 768 . On h i s dea th tho se who had grown ac

customed to meet i n h is house determ ined to e s tab
l i sh a smal l synagogue . At fi rs t rooms were taken i n
Bed fo rd Row

,
bu t th e congregat i on soon removed to

Denmark Court
, S t rand , where a synagogue was

es tab l ished in 1 797 . The congrega t ion removed some
yea r s l a t e r to S t . James

’s P l a ce
,
Haymarket . The

fou nders o f th e new synagogue rece ived every d i sp l ay
o f sympa thy from the autho r i t i e s o f th e c i ty syna

gogues, and an agreemen t was made between th e new
c ommun i ty and i t s o lde r co l l eagues fo r bur i a l and
othe r pu rposes .

AUTHOR ITIES —L ucien Wo l f, “ The N
’
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C h ie f Rabb is of E ng land ” ; J . P icc io t to , “ Ske tch es of Ang lo
J ew ish H is to ry Ma t t h ia s Levy , “ The Wes te rn S ynagog ue ”

“ MS . Reco rds o f the G rea t S ynagogue ,” “ J ew ish Boa rd
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CHAPTER XXX I

THE OPEN ING OF THE N INETEENTH

CENTURY

( 1 792—1 8 24 )

AT th e open ing o f the n ineteen th cen tury
,
a cco rd ing

to th e au thor i ty of Mr . P atr i ck Colquhoun , th e magi s
trate , th e J ewi sh popul at ion o f London amounted to

and vari ous provinc ia l cen t res h el d five o r s ix
thousand J ews in addi t ion . Tho se in London wor
sh ippe d in s ix synagogues . III the p rovinces twenty
were to be found . Anothe r wr i te r o f th e peri od

,

W . de Archenho l tz , drew a very sharp d i st inct i on
be tween th e S ephard im and Ashkenaz im o f London .

D re ss
,
l anguage

,
manners

,
cl ean l i ness

,
po l i teness

,

everyth ing d i s t ingu i shes them
,
much to th e advantage

o f the former , who have l i t t l e to d i s t ingu i sh th em
from Chr i st ians . The d ifference i s d i scern i b l e even
i n the i r pub l i c worsh i p and prej ud i ce s ; th e phys iog
nomy i s the on l y th ing th ey have i n common . Al l

th e J ews who were fo rced to l eave Hol l and and

Germany , he sa id , took refuge i n Engl and
,

and

proved a most undes i rabl e add i ti o n to th e popu la t i on .

The pe r iod
,
however , was not unpro l ific in Ang lo

J ewi sh ce l eb r i t i e s
,
both Ashkenazi and S epha rd i .

Myer Lyon
,
pro fess i onal ly known as Leon i

,
th e

opera-s inge r , was in 1 790 a chor is te r in Duke’s
P lace S ynagogue , where h i s vo ice o ften a t tracted
d ist ingu i sh ed aud i tors . A pup i l o f h is

,
J ohn Braham

o r Abrahams ( 1 774 ? a l so a chor i s te r a t the
same synagogue , atta ined an even greate r fame O II
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was trans l ated by th e same wri ter s i n 1 787 and 1 794
respect ive ly . In th e fie ld o f theo l ogy D av id Levi
publ i shed

,
in 1 78 2, an accoun t o f th e r i tes a nd cere

mon i e s o f th e J ews
,
i n 1 790 a vo l ume o f d i scou rses ,

and
,
i n 1 796

—1 800, a d isser tat ion , in th ree vo lumes ,
0 11 th e P rophecie s . In 1 786 he publ i shed h i s L ing ua
S acra ,

a l so in th ree vo l umes
,
and i n 1 807 th e re

appeared H . Hurwi tz’s “ E l emen t s o f th e Hebrew
Language

,
wh ich wen t th rough many ed i t ion s

and wa s fo r a l ong t ime th e standard Hebrew
grammar among Engl i sh J ews . Among th e
Heb rew works p ub l i sh ed were Asa ra Ma ama rot ,

a vo l ume of th ree e ssays on plI i lOSOph ica l and

b ib l ica l top ics by E l iak im b en Ab raham
,
and i s sued

in 1 794 .

Davi d Levi ( 1 740 by occupat ion a Shoemaker
and subsequen t l y a hat-dresser

,
was neve r far re

moved from indigence . N everth e l ess
,
h e succeeded

i n p lac i ng h imsel f in th e fron t rank o f Anglo-J ewi sh
scho lar s o f h i s day

,
and by h i s t rans la t ions o f the

p rayer-books o f the two J ewi sh commun i t i es rendered
al l succe sso rs i n tha t fie ld under obl igat ion s to h im .

Levi was a l so i nvo lved in severa l con t rovers i es . To
J oseph P r ies t l ey’s “ Lett e r s to th e J ews

,
i nvi t ing

them to an Amicab le D i scuss ion of th e E vidence s
o f Ch ri st ian i ty , Levi rep l i ed in h is “ Let ters to D r .
P r i e st l ey . The controversy was con t inued o n bo th
s ides

,
and numerou s o ther wri te rs we re subsequen t l y

invo lved in i t . I n 1 795 Levi took part i n the Anglo
I srae l con t roversy that cen t red round the wri t i ngs
and prophec i es o f R i ch ard Bro thers . Two years
l ater he tu rned h is at ten t i on to Pa ine

,
th e m i l i tan t

athe i st
,
to whom he addressed

,
in a se ri e s o f l e tter s

,

a defence o f the O l d Testamen t .
An e ar l i er ce l ebr i ty was the cabba l i s t and myst ic

,

H ayy im S amue l J acob Falk ( I 7O8 ? general l y
known as th e Baa l-Shem of London

,
who obta ined
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a great rep utat ion fo r po sses s ing occu l t p ower s, and
c once rn i ng whom many remarkab l e anecdote s are
re l ated .

The era of th e French Revo l u t ion was one fraugh t The French
with i nfluen ces on th e fo rtunes o f a l l th e E uropean

Revo’m‘on ‘

sta tes . E ngl and
,
as one of th e nearest n e ighbour s o f

France
,
was ear ly drawn i n to th e vortex o f French

po l i t i cs
,
and th e h ost i l i ty towards th e French p eop l e,

a t th e best on l y s lumber ing among the Engl i sh
,

qu ick ly burst i n to flame . As th e struggl e between
t h e two nat i on s became more i n ten se

,
th e b i t terness

wi th wh i ch they regarded one anoth er grew more
acu te . E ven befo re war had broken ou t

,
fore igners

,

e sp ec ia l ly Frenchmen , who were unabl e to g ive sat i s
fac to ry accoun t s Of th emsel ves were regarded w i th
susp i c ion

,
and a condi t ion o f affa i rs supervened some

what s im i la r t o tha t wh i ch preva i l e d when E ngl and
under E l i zabeth was th e s cene o f th e mach ina t ion s
o f th e J esu i t s and o f S pa i n . Th i s su sp i c i on o f al l
fo re igners

,
neve r ent i re l y removed from th e E ngl i sh

mind
,
spread from th e peop l e to th e Gove rnmen t

,

wh ich con sequen t l y i n t roduced a measure i n to Par l ia
men t in 1 792 to dea l wi th what was then cons idered
th e a l i e n per i l . The obj e c t o f th e measu re was t o Ant i-a l ien
make a l l fo re igne rs a rr i ving i n th e k i ngdom furn ish l eg ‘S’auon‘

accoun t s o f th em se lves and g ive up whateve r arms
th ey m igh t p ossess . They were requ i red to obta i n
passpor ts a t th e i r port s o f l and ing

,
so that by th ose

mean s th e ir m ovements i n th e coun try migh t be
fo l l owed . The measu re a l so gave th e Governmen t
t h e p ower of expu l s i on . De sp i te the Opposi t ion o f
th e Wh igs under Fox th e B i l l became l aw

,
and

dur ing i ts con t i n u an c e poo r fo re ign J ews were
frequen t l y expe l led from th e coun try 0 11 th e ground
o f be ing undes i rabl e .
A con t inua t ion o f the same po l i cy wa s to be seen
i n th e act ion of the Ci ty au thor i t ie s i n J u l y 1 798 . At
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the in stance o f the Duke o f Por t l and , one o f th e
S ecretar i e s o f S ta te

,
th e Warden s o f th e C i ty syna

gogues were ordered to fu rn i sh a re turn o f a l l a l i ens
i n the commun i ty, and any fo re ign J ews not incl uded
i n the l i s t wer e rendered l iabl e to impr i sonmen t and
t r an sportat ion . The author i t i e s o f the synagogues
made has te to furn i sh th e des i red i n format ion

,
wh ich

was probab ly needed i n connect ion wi th an Al i en s
B i l l

,
th en under the cons ide rat i on o f th e H ou se o f

Commons .
A few years l ater a more ser i ou s danger th reatened
th e we l fa re o f th e commun i ty . The increa se o f the
poo r had been cont inua l . I t was due no t on l y to
natura l causes

,
but a l so to th e su sta ined immigrat ion

from the Cont inen t . Th is dep lorabl e cond i t ion of th e
l ower c lasse s was to a great exten t due to a w ide
spread wan t o f emp loymen t among them . From the
o ccupat ion s fi l l ed by members o f th e same c la ss in
t h e genera l c ommun ity J ews were excl uded

,
by th e i r

wan t o f t echn i ca l knowl edge as wel l a s by re l ig iou s
scrup l es . The J ew was u nabl e

,
even i f qu al i fied

,
to

work more than four and a h al f days a week
,
as

agai nst the s ix of h i s non-J ewi sh compet i tor . W i th
such a h and icap i t wa s hard ly poss i b l e fo r th e J ewish
work ing man to find emp l oymen t among Chri st i an s ,
and th e number o f J ewish masters

,
no t a l l eager to

emp l oy co-re l ig ion i st s
,
was incons iderab l e .

Al though th e synagogues and a few of th e r i ch er
members o f th e commun i ty we re by no mean s un
mindfu l of the c la ims of th e i r poorer bre th ren

,
th e

maj o r i ty o f the r ich J ews o f the day were heedl e ss
o f th e i r cond it ion . I d leness i s i nva r i abl y accompan ied
by a lax i ty o f mora l con t ro l

, and th e l as t years o f th e
e ighteenth cen tury

,
as a natu ral consequence

,
saw

cr ime somewha t wi desp read i n the London J ewish
The Go ldsmid commun i ty . Th i s dep l o rabl e cond i t i o n o f affai rs
fam i ly . attracted the atten t i on o f Abraham Go ldsmid ( 1 75 6
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the condi t ion o f th e l ower c l asse s o f Anglo-J ewry .

Van Oven agreed wi th o th ers who had stud ied th e
quest i o n that th e cause o f a l l th e t ro ubl e l ay in th e
ignorance

,
on th e part o f th e bu l k o f th e J ewish

popu lat io n
,
o f any sk i l l ed trades . As a remedy Van

Oven con s i de red tha t i t was h igh ly necessary to deal
wi th the stat e o f affa i rs by tak i ng step s for re l i ev ing
th e hel p le ss

,
i n s truc t ing the ch i ld ren

,
and d iffu s i ng

among them a knowl edge of trades “ wi tho ut any
i n fr i ngemen t of the i r re l ig io u s customs . To carry
out th is sch eme h e sugges ted th e a l l oca t i on by
Par l iamen t o f a p ort i on o f th e poo r rate s pai d by
J ews . The amoun t obta ined from th is source was to
be supp lemen ted by funds der ived from th e synagogue
su rp lu ses , and a l so from a specia l poor ra te l ev ied
on J ews . The to ta l o f the fu nds th u s co l l e cted was
to b e admin i s te red by a Board repre sen tat ive o f th e
synagogues . The scheme was app roved by Co l quhoun
and al so by Abraham Go ldsm id and o ther communa l
l eaders

,
and i t was i ncorporated in a B i l l p resen ted

to Par l iamen t . By th i s measure i t was p roposed to
establ i sh an i n s t i tu t i on to educate th e young fo r
usefu l industry

,
to resto re h ea l th to th e s i ck

,
and to

estab l i sh an asy l um for old age and infirmi ty .

The first opposi t ion to th e p roposed measure came
from th e au thor i t i e s at Bevi s Marks

,
who cla imed

that , so far as they were concerned , i t was qu i te un
necessary

,
inasmu ch as the i r congregat ion al ready

su ffic i en t l y p rovi ded for a l l th e needs o f i ts p oore r
members . Great obj ect ion s were a l so ra i sed by th e
l oca l a u thor i t i es conce rn ed to that port ion o f the
sch eme wh ich recommended th e a l l ocat ion of a p ro
port ion of the poor rates . Th is par t of th e measu re
was qu i ckly abandoned

,
and th e rema inder d i d not

l ong tarry beh ind i t . The J ewi sh sch eme hav ing been
abandoned

,
th e mi ss ionar i e s to th e J ews

,
who were

then j u s t b eginn ing to organ i se the i r forces un der
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th e l ead of Frey
,
h imse l f a converted J ew

,
began to

con s ider how to dea l w i th th e p robl em . The fa i lu re
o f th e scheme o f Van Oven

,
however , di d no t mean

th e cessa t i on o f a l l effort on th e part o f th e J ews
themse lves . Th e fu nd co l l ec ted by Abraham Go ldsm id
was s t i l l in ex i stence

,
and i t was at l ength

,
i n 1 806,

devo ted to th e purpo se fo r wh i ch i t h ad been i n tended
,

by th e es tab l i shmen t o f an in st i tu t ion i n Mi l e End fo r Jews' Hospi ta l
th e care o f five aged men

,
five women

,
t e n boys

,
and 33

1

183
11 3 “

e igh t g i r l s . For the ch i l dren tech n i ca l as we l l a s “M d“

e l ementary educat ion was provided . Th i s i n st i tu t i on
,

by subsequen t extens ion s o f i t s u sefu l n ess
,
u l t imate ly

became th e J ews’ Hosp i ta l and O rphan Asy l um .

S ome year s befo re th i s sat i sfac tory co nc l u s i on h ad
bee n reach ed th e offi ce o f Rabb i o f th e Duke ’s P l ace
Synagogue

,
wh ich had been vacan t fo r many years

—in fac t
,
s i n ce th e death o f Rabb i Towe le S ch iff i n

1 792
— was fi l l ed . The new incumben t , who was

appo in ted in 1 802
,
was o f E ngl i sh bi rth

,
th e on ly one

s i n ce th e Re-S et t l ement who cou l d cla im that advan
tage , bu t i n educat i on an d tra in ing h e was en t ire l y
fo re ign . Rabb i S o l omon Hirsche l l ( 1 76 1—1 842 ) was Appo intment o f
t h e son o f Rabb i H i r sch Lev in (Har t Lyon) , a t th e t ime fii

’

fififi’
omon

o f Hirsch e l l ’s b i rth th e occupan t of th e offi ce to wh i ch
h i s son afte rwards succeeded . The father , afte r h i s
departu re from Engl and , fi l l ed severa l o ffices o n th e
Con t i nen t

,
and when i n Ber l i n co l l abo ra ted , at th e re

ques t o f Freder i ck th e Great , with Mose s Mende l ssohn
in th e t rans l a t i on o f th e rabb in i ca l code o f J ewi sh
o rd inances i n to German . Rabb i Hirsche l l a rr ived
i n E ngland at a t ime when

,
desp i te th e temporary l u l l

i n act ive ho s t i l i t i es
,
th e st ruggle between N apol eon and

th e Engl i sh st ate smen was una bated and undec ided .

In a l l d i re c t ion s th roughout the coun try ran a wel l
deve l oped ve in o f p atr i o t i c ardour

,
rendered a l l th e

more i n tense by th e fear o f French i nva s i on . Deep
love of coun try and wi l l i ngne ss to sacr i fice o n her
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beha l f were d i sp l ayed by a l l c l as ses . On the re

sumpt io n o f h ost i l i t i e s
,
towards th e end o f 1 803 ,

vo l untee r s for th e de fence o f the i r coun try were en
ro l l ed in great n umbers . The J ews o f London sh owed
themse lves no l ess eager to accep t se rvi ce th an th e i r
Chr i st ian coun trymen

,
and

,
at th e great rev i ew by

George I I I .
,
on th e 26th of October 1 803 , severa l

hundreds o f J ews were p resen t unde r a rms . J ewi sh
vo l un teers were excu sed from at tendance at d iv ine
servi ce

,
and al lowed to take th e oath s of a l l eg iance

and fide l i ty on th e Book o f Lev i t i cu s i nstead o f O II
th e N ew Testamen t .
Long per iods in the h i s to ry o f the th ree c i ty

Ashkenaz i synagogues p assed wi thou t any
,
or wi th

few
,
occurrences o f in teres t to a l ater generat i on .

Many year s e lapsed before th e wounds rece ived and

g iven at the b irth s o f th e two seced ing synagogues
were fina l l y h eal ed . The d i sagreement s

,
however

,
i f

extend ing ove r l engthy per i ods
,
were st i l l bu t tem

porary ,
and when generat ions grew up to whom th e

or igina l cau ses o f th e d i sp u tes were mere l y t rad i t ions ,
th e d i spu tes th emse l ve s were gradual l y forgo tten .

The subsequen t h i s tor ie s o f the synagogues we re
marked by al ternate agreemen t s and d isagreements .
Wh en th e necess i ty of j o i n t act ion fo r deal ing wi th
the poo r

,
or ma t t er s such as S hech i ta , became urgen t ,

th e h eads o f th e severa l congrega t ion s wou ld meet
and co -opera te . But th ese understand ings se l dom
l a sted l ong , and d i sputes ar i s ing over some deta i l s
that

,
f rom th e d i stance of t ime

,
appear o f l i tt l e o r no

consequence , re l at ions became strained
,
un t i l th e

necess i ty for j o in t act ion aga in grew urgent .
Thus in 1 804 a con fe rence of rep re sen tat i ve s o f
the three synagogues was he ld fo r th e pu rpose o f

Proposed uni on devis ing a means o f un ion among them . The t ime
o f t he

Ashkena z im.
for such a combinat io n h ad

,
howeve r , no t ye t come ,

and de sp i te the effort s o f Rabbi Hirsche l l
,
who h im
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CHAPTER XXX I I

THE REFORM MOVEMENT

( 1 8 02—1 8 8 5 )

The t roubles of B Y th e c l o se o f th e e igh teenth cen tury th e cont inual
t he S epha rd im. Inflow of fo re ign Ashkenaz im had gradua l l y p la ced

th e i r commun i ty, from th e po in t o f v i ew o f numbers ,
i n a pos i t i o n o f exces si ve supe r i o r i ty ove r th e S ep
hard im . These h ad l o st the i r boas ted pr io r i ty , o f
wh ich th ey had been so p roud

,
and had gradual l y

sunk to a posi t ion o f but a fract ion o f the J ews o f
E ngl and . That frac t i on

,
however

,
st i l l conta i ned

almo st th e who le o f th e bette r c l ass o f Engl ish J ew s .

The pos i t ion of
.

th e Bevis Ma rks congregat ion
,
more

over
,
had become un sat i sfac to ry . The finances fe l l

away to such an exten t that a subscr ip t ion h ad a t one
t ime to b e opened

,
by wh ich an amoun t o f £2500 was

ra i sed . The number o f members a s wel l a s th e
revenue h ad decreased . Th e se rv ice s were no t con
ducted to the sat i sfact io n o f th e congregan ts . S uch
a pas s d i d affa i r s reach

,
that i n the second year o f th e

n ineteen th cen tu ry an inqu iry was made in to th e
eccl e s iast i cal sta te o f th e S ephard i commun i ty .

The general d i s sat i s fact i on was vo iced at a meet ing
o f the e l ders in 1 803 by I saac Moca t ta

,
who con

demned th e sp i r i tu a l decay o f the commun i ty . He
complained espec i a l l y o f the negl ect i n to wh ich
educat ion had fal l en . He sugge sted a thorough
change in the methods

,
and espec i a l l y th e subs t i tut ion

o f Engl i sh for Span i sh as th e l anguage into wh i ch
th e p rayers were to be t rans l ated . The Counc i l o f
Wa rdens , in the i r re ference to a commi ttee appo in ted
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to co ns ider th e state o f th e communi ty
,
compla ined

tha t “ i n th i s Kahal
,
wh i ch had shone br i l l iant l y fo r

more than a century as o ne o f th e p r inci pa l o f
E urope, the study o f the Law wi l l be en t i re ly l os t ,
and th e Kahal w i l l become an obj ect o f con tempt and
r i d i cu l e . The comm it tee in i t s report

,
pre sen te d the

fo l l owing year
,
recommended tha t a Hah am shou ld

be appoin ted
,
tha t the char i ty schoo l s sh ou l d be

re-organ i sed
,
and th at th e Mea

’
ra sh ( re l ig io us co l l ege )

sh ou ld be managed i n a manne r c a l cu la te d to induce
th e members o f th e c ongrega t i on t o send th e i r
ch i ldren to i t as wel l a s to a y esh iha o r sch oo l , th e
e stab l ishmen t o f wh i ch was recommended . Th e
repo rt had one immedi at e resu l t . The commun i ty
h ad had no sp i r i tu a l h ead s ince th e death of Haham

d
’

Az avedo i n 1 7 84 . W i th in a year o f th e i ssue o f th e
report a successo r was ap p o in ted in t h e p e rson o f
Rabb i Raphae l Mel dol a o f Legh orn ( 1 754
The new Haham came from a fam i ly that had for Haham

many cen tu r ie s fu rn i sh ed scho l a r s and rabbi s o f Me ldo’a '

r epute to t h e l a rger J ewi sh commun i ty . H is fath e r
was Moses Me l do l a

,
P ro fe sso r o f O r i en ta l Languages

a t th e U n iver s i ty o f Pa r i s . The new Hah am wa s

born a t Legho rn ,
wh ere h e acted fo r a t ime as Dayan ,

and where th e fi rst-fru i ts of h i s l earn ing had been
publ i shed . He came to London at a cr i t i ca l momen t
in th e affa i r s o f th e commun i ty

,
and th e task that lay

b efore h im was bese t by many d i fficu l t i es . The com
mun i ty

,
howeve r

,
had been for tunate in i ts cho i c e

,

and , wi th th e ass i stance o f its Haham
,
i t recovered

the s tab i l i ty tha t h ad fo r a t ime been in j eopardy .

The congregat i on
,
however

,
was not ye t out o f th e

financ ia l wood . I n 1 809 a meet ing o f th e members
was convened to take in to cons idera t ion th e state o f
its finance s . I t wa s th en dec ided to re-o rgan i se the
taxat ion o f th e members

,
and at the same t ime the

rad iu s o f four m i l es , wi th in wh i ch no r iva l S epha rd i
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congrega t i on was a l l owed to meet , was extended to
S ix . These measu re s p roved succes sfu l , and a fter a
few years th e revenue and exp endi ture bal anced once
aga in . Th i s fortunate s ta te o f affa i r s was to some
exten t i nduced by l egaci es due to th e munificence of
J o seph Barrow and Abraham Lopes P ere ira .

Isaac D
’

Israe l i . The yea r 1 8 1 3 i s no teworthy in th e anna l s o f th e
congregat ion fo r th e e l ect i on o f I saac D’

Israe l i as

invo l un ta ry pa rna ss , and th e consequen t w i thdrawal
of h i s fam i ly from th e commun i ty . Un ti l 1 8 1 9

Po rtuguese was th e so l e offic i a l language o f the
congregat i on , bu t in that year E ngl i sh was ra i sed to
an equa l pos it i on

,
and bo th l anguages remained fo r

many yea rs s i de by s i de in impo rtanc e . E ar l i e r
e ffor ts wi th regard to th e congregat i ona l educat i on
h ad no t so l ved a l l th e problems that had to be fa ced

,

and th e subj ec t s t i l l con t i nued to troub le the com
mun i ty . I II 1 8 2 1 th e o l d schoo l managemen t was
abo l i sh ed

,
and th e S haa re Tihvah, o r Ga te s of Hope ,

a so c i ety for th e suppor t o f th e congregat i ona l chari ty
s choo l

,
was founded . Me ldo la

’

s t e rm o f office was
a l so no teworthy fo r th e i n t roduct ion to Eng land of
probab l y the most l e arned Ha zan th e commun i ty h a s

Hman (16 3 0141 ,
yet possessed . David de S o l a wa s born in Amste r
dam in 1 796, and came to London as ass i s tan t reade r
in 1 8 1 8 . Al though at the t ime ent i re ly unacqua in ted
wi th th e E ngl i sh l anguage

,
he sp eed i l y became one

o f th e most accompl i sh ed wr i ter s o f E ngl i sh i n Anglo
J ewry

,
and one o f i t s l ead ing men o f l i tera tu re .

Dur ing the forty-two years th a t h e sp en t in th e
count ry h e int roduced Engl ish sermons in to the
commun i ty

,
t ran s la t ed the l i t urgi e s o f bo th h i s own

commun i ty and tha t o f th e Ashkenaz im i n to Engl ish ,
t rans l ated

,
in conj un c t ion with D r . M. J . Rapha l l , a

port i o n of the M i shnah
,
he l ped to foun d th e j ew ish

Chron icl e
,
ed i ted th e anc ien t me lod i e s o f h i s com

mun i ty
,
and took a l eading par t i n the l i t erary rev iva l
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Mo re reforms.

A J ewish
Rena i ssance.
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sp ir i tua l c ond i t io n o f th e commun i ty . AS a resu l t
th e ch i l dren in th e schoo l were taugh t to chan t .
Var iou s suggest ion s we re made to improve the
decorum at th e servi ces

,
the l ength o f wh ich was to

a S l igh t ext en t c urta i l ed . At th e same t ime th e im
portan ce o f th e study o f H eb rew was emphas i sed .

Al l p rocl ama t ions were in fu tu re to be made i n
Eng l i sh

,
i n wh i ch l anguage a l so sermons were to be

de l ive red every S atu rday afte rnoon . Before de l ive ry
,

howeve r
,
th e se sermons were to be submi tted to th ree

e l ders . The Medrash o r Theo l ogi ca l Co l l ege was
overh au l ed . The fi rst E ngl i sh p reach er among the
S ephard im was th e Rev . D . A. de S o l a

,
a l though h e

had been p receded i n th e s i ste r commun ity in 1 8 1 7
by the Rev. Tobias Goodman o f th e Wes te rn
S ynagogue . I n 1 839 a pe rmanen t ch o i r was fo rmed ,
and at th e same t ime th e i n fan t s choo l was founded .

Meanwh i le th e new force s th at had gradual l y been
ar i s ing i n the commun i ty were col l ect ing in to on e

st ream
,
whose s trength increased wi th i ts progress .

Symptoms of a J ewi sh awaken i ng
,
such as th e re

o rgan i sat i on o f th e commun i ty
,
th e in troduct i on o f

Engl i sh sermons
,
and th e e stab l i shmen t o f the S oc i e ty

fo r the Cul t ivat i on of th e Hebrew Language and
Li terature have a l ready been not iced . S oon th e
new sp i r i t grew bolde r . I t was no l onger con ten t
to br ing i t s influence to bear on l y upon the extra
synagogal commun i t i e s . I t de s i red a l so to pa ss
th rough the porta l s of th e H ouse o f P rayer

,
but , on

its th resho ld
,
al l th e forces o f Conse rva t ism had

drawn up
,
and the fina l s t ruggle took p l ace wi thout

rath er than wi th i n th e sac red fane . The smal l effor ts
tha t had been made to render the servi ces more in
accordance w i th th e taste s o f the mo re advanced
sect ion o f the congregat ion

,
had met wi th s l igh t

success . The remova l o f m any o f the Anglo-J ewi sh
fami l i e s, f rom th e immed ia te ne ighbourhood o f Bevi s



THE REFORM MOVEMENT 3 1 5

Ma rks to d i str i ct s at some d i stan ce from the C i ty ,
c reated a new wan t among tho se

.
who des ired to

at tend the synagogue
,
bu t who l ived at too great a

d i s t ance to do so .

In 1 8 36 a memor i a l was p l aced be fo re th e e lders The beginn ing
of the Refo rm

of th e congregat i on
,
po i nt i ng out th e co nt i nued wan t movement ,

o f decorum in th e serv ice s
,
and th e constan t

,
and

,

in th e Op in i on o f the memor ia l i sts
,
unnece ssary repe

t i t i on o f cer ta i n prayer s . The memori al i sts wen t
fur th e r . They suggested th e i n troduct i on o f an
organ in to th e synagogue

,
and th e abo l i t ion of th e

second days of th e fest iva l s . Su ch suggest io n s
aroused the horro r o f those ho l d ing oppos it e v i ews .
The u l tra-orth odox sect ion o f the congregat ion
banded th emse l ves toge th er i n the S homere M ish
meret Hahhoa

’
esh , a soc i ety fo r upho ld ing and p re

servi ng the J ewi sh fa i th as it h ad been h anded down .

The new soc i ety p resen ted a memor ia l i n th orough
oppos i t io n to th e recommendat ion s o f th e p revi ous
one

,
o f whose obj e cts th ey sai d they approved

,

bu t to whose methods th ey were most strongly
opposed . Th e excess ive zeal o f th i s new so c i ety

,

however
,
aroused i n th e m inds o f th e wardens fears

o f i t s poss i bl e effects
,
and i t was fo rced to d isso l ve .

S tep s were thereupon taken to imp rove the syna
gogu e decorum

,
but th e resu l t s gave l i ttl e s at i s fact ion

,

and by no means succeeded in removing th e d iffe r
ences o f op in i on between th e two part i e s .
I n the si s ter commun i ty th ere we re s im i l a r cause s
o f d i ssat i sfa ct ion . As ear l y a s 1 8 2 1 seve ra l o f the
leadi ng members o f th e Great S ynagogue po i n ted
out to th e au thor i t i e s measu re s tha t they though t
shou ld be adop ted in orde r to improve th e decorum .

The a l te ra t ion s that th e pe t i t i oners had advo cated
i n the fi rst in st ance i n both commun i t i es h ad been
in nocuou s and even con se rva t ive

,
bu t , as t ime pa ssed ,

ext remi sts ga ined contro l o f th e par ty o f reform .
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The demands increased
,
so that at l ength the re cou l d

be no doubt tha t th ey had pa ssed beyond the s tage
at wh i ch any represen ta t i ves o f o rth odox J uda i sm
coul d a c cept them . Throughou t the E u ropean world
there was a t tha t t ime a wave o f v io l en t refo rm . In

England the e ra wa s tha t o f t he Refo rm B i l l and

the An t i-Corn Law movement . In German J ewry
th e reform el emen t had j ust ra i sed its head . Geiger
had burs t fo r th wi th h is assa u l ts on rabbin i c J uda i sm
and h is at tacks on the or thodox l i tu rgi es . H i s on

s laugh ts were not wi thou t e ffect o n both camps in
Angl o-J ewry . The Con se rvat ive s were made st i l l
more Opposed to change ; th e Refo rmers i ncreased
the i r demands . To increase th e m isfortunes of th e
commun i ty the p lace of Haham Me ldo l a h ad no t

been fi l l ed . Hirsche l l
,
th e Ch ie f Rabb i o f the Ash

kena z im
,
was s ink ing in ext reme o l d age toward s

th e grave . Montefiore
,
sympa thet ica l ly d i spo sed

towards th e ear l ie s t demands o f th e progress ive par ty
,

had
,
by the i r subsequen t advances

,
been fr igh tened

back in to the ranks o f th e Conservat ives . The dis
sa t i s fact ion of th e Reformers cont inu ed to inc rease
unt i l

,
on th e 1 5 th o f Apr i l 1 840 , twen ty-fou r gent l e

men
,
e igh te en o f whom were S ephard im ,

dec ided to
e stab l i sh th e West Londo n Synagogue of Br i t i sh
J ews . On th e open ing of the new House of P raye r
th e S eph a rd i seceders sen t a very temperate le t te r
t o the pa ren t synagogue

,
rec i t ing the a l terat ion s th ey

h ad effected in th e se rv i ce and Observance s and th e
reason s for them

,
and s ta t ing the i r des i re to part i c i

p ate in the work o f the var io us communal soc iet i es
with wh ich th ey had h i ther to been connec ted . The
commun i ca t i on rece ived scan t con s i dera t ion . An

ed ict
,
s igned by Ch ie f Rabb i Hirsche l l and th e

members o f th e S ephard i Beth D in
,
was i ssued

denounc ing the secess i on i s t s . They were dep r i ved
o f a l l th e i r r igh ts and pr iv i l eges in the i r commun i t ie s

,
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and a so l emn excommun ica t i on was
,
aft e r an i nterva l

,

passed upon th em .

I n th e meanwh i l e Ch ie f Rabb i Hirsch e l l d ied . I t
was though t tha t th e b reach migh t have been h eal ed
on th e e l ec t io n o f a successor . The vacant pos i
t i on was fi l l ed

,
after a short inte rva l

,
by the e l ec

t i on o f N a than Marcu s Ad l e r ( 1 803 Ch ief N . M. Adle r
Rabb i o f H anover

,
and a co l l atera l descendan t o f

a p redece ssor in th e E ngl i sh Rabb i nate , Rabb i
Tewe l e S ch iff . The hOpes ra i sed by Adle r

’

s e l e c
t ion , however , were doomed to d isappo in tment . The
excommun icat ion was no t wi thhe l d , a nd th e b reach
be tween th e seceders and th e p aren t commun i ty
became defin i t e . Repeated effor ts were made to
have the excommun icat i on wi thdrawn , and , so far
as th e c iv i l offence, th e ho ld ing o f worsh ip w i th in
s ix m i l e s of Bevi s Marks

,
was conce rned , i t was

removed in 1 849. The new congregat io n , however ,
a s d i s t in c t from i t s members , was re fused recogn i

t i on as J ewish
, and th e s truggl e s ove r th e at t emp t to

obta in rep resen tat i on on the Comm i tte e o f D eput i e s
re-a cted un favourably on th e con test th at was then
be ing waged fo r th e adm i s s io n of th e J ews to Par l ia
men t . I n 1 8 64 th e congregat i o n at Bevis Marks
res c i nded th e reso l u t ion forb idd ing th e ac ceptance
o f offe r ings and l egac i e s from members of th e Reform
Synagogue . Ten years l ate r members o f th e West
London S ynagogue we re perm i t ted to repre sen t
synagogues o th er than th e i r own 0 11 th e Committee
of D ep ut i es . I n 1 8 8 5 th e l ast t ra ce o f di s sens io n
passed away

,
when

, 0 11 th e occas ion o f th e re fo rm
o f th e cons t i tu t i on o f th e Comm ittee o f Depu t i es

,

rep resen ta t ion was no l onger den i e d th e Re fo rm
congrega t ion .

The movemen t for re fo rm
,
a l th ough re su l t ing in

th e w i thdrawa l o f many o f th e grea test o f th e
S eph ard i fami l ie s, wa s no t w i thou t e ffec t 0 11 the
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paren t congrega t i on . The cond i t i on o f th e S ephard i
congregat ion was i nve st iga ted , and, as a consequence ,
many mino r re fo rms were adop ted . Among th e
other step s t aken was the Open ing of a branch
synagogue i n Wes t London . I f th i s s tep had been
taken twenty years ear l i e r the secess ion o f 1 840

would
,
i n a l l p robab i l i ty

,
have been avo ided

,
or

,
at

any ra te , con si de rab ly postp oned .

AUTHOR ITIES —M . Gas te r , “ H is tory of the S panish and

Po r t u guese Cong rega t ion ” L ucien Wo l f, “ The Queen
’

s Jew ry ,
(The j ew i sh Yea r-B ooh

,
1 897 ) J . P icc io t to, S ke tch e s of Anglo

Jew i s h H is to ry ” ; D ic t iona ry of N a t iona l B iog raph y ” “ Jew is h
Encyc loped ia .
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freedom to a l l o f J ewi sh bi r th
,
whe ther converted to

Chr i s t i an i ty o r no t
,
were the ch i e f reasons fo r the

smal l d imens ions to wh i ch th e J ewi sh m idd l e c l ass
extended . The Ci ty regu lat i on s

,
however

,
had no

fo rce beyond i ts boundar i es . E as t o f B i shop sgate
and west o f Temple Bar J ews were as free as o the r
sect ions o f th e popu lat ion to engage in re ta i l t rade

,

and, i n o rder th at th ey migh t do so , a S l igh t d i sper si on
was e ffec ted . One re su l t o f th i s was apparen t in th e
estab l ishmen t o f th e synagogue i n Denmark Cour t .
The number o f d i sab i l i t ies under wh ich the J ews o f

E ngl and l aboured was cons iderab l e
,
but they var ied in

th e i r p res su re . S evera l we re theo re t i ca l ra ther than
prac ti ca l

,
and the so l e inconven ience to wh ich th ey

gave r i se was th e doubt in wh i ch the pos i t io n o f th e
J ews was p l aced . For i n s tance

,
va ry ing op in i ons were

h e l d as to the r igh t o f J ews to ho ld land
,
and no

defin i te in terp re tat ion o f the l aw on the po in t wa s

accep ted . There w ere, however , a number o f defin i te
l ega l enactmen ts th at d ifferen t ia ted aga ins t th e J ewi sh
inhab i tan t s as compared w i th th e i r Ch ri st ian neigh
bou rs . O f th ese di sabi l i t ie s some were inva r iabl y
enfor ced

,
o th er s were sometimes en fo rced and at

o th ers ignored , wh i l e st i l l o thers h ad apparen t ly
been a l l owed to become dead l et ters bu t were a lways
l iab l e to reviva l . S umming up , E ngl ish l aw a s i t
a ffected J ews in 1 8 30 exc l uded th em from Par l iamen t

,

from h igh rank i n th e army and navy , from member
sh ip of the Un i ver s i ty o f Ox fo rd

,
an d from degrees ,

scho la rsh i ps
,
fe l l owsh i ps

,
and pos i t ion s o f emo l umen t

in th e Un ivers i ty o f Cambr idge . There were
,
in

add i t ion
,
po s i t i ons from wh ich th ey migh t be exc luded

i f those in author i ty so wish ed . J ews migh t be de
barred from vot ing a t par l iamen tary e l e ct ions i f th e
retu rn ing o fficers cared to exerc ise th e i r powers to
th e fu l l . Thei r admiss ion to th e B ar depended
en t i re ly upon th e a tt i tud e o f the I nn s o f Cou rt . I t
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was on l y a t th e wi l l o f i nd iv idua l co rporat i on s that J ews
cou ld be admit ted to o ffices connected w i th th em .

The Un ive rs i ty o f Oxford
,
by requ i r ing cand ida tes for At the

matr i cul at i on to subscr ibe to th e Th irty-N i n e Art i c l es
,

unwersm s'

exc l uded a l l bu t members o f th e Church o f Engl and .

Cambr idge a l l owed J ews to become undergraduate s
and to go thro ugh th e Un i ver s i ty exam inat i on s

,
bu t

th at was th e l im i t o f to l erat ion . N o J ew cou ld take
a degree or obta in a sch o l arsh i p

,
exh ib i t ion

,
or fe l low

sh ip . The U n ive rs i ty o f London had not ye t been
founded

,
and i t was not unt i l 1 8 36 th at Dubl i n , fo r

the firs t t ime
,
con ferred a d egree o n a J ew—Nathan

Lazarus B enmoh e l . Un i vers i ty Co l l ege , London , th e
first u nsectar i an estab l i shmen t founded fo r th e pu rpose
o f h ighe r educat io n

,
was establ i shed i n 1 8 26, main ly

by th e efforts and th rough th e mun ificence of I saac
Lyon Go ldsmid, but i t s creat io n was too recen t to
i nfluence th e cu r ren t generat ion of J ewry .

The era o f po l i t i ca l eman c ip at io n th at marked th e
cl ose of the th i rd decade o f th e n ineteen th cen tu ry
rai sed h igh th e hop e o f th e Angl o-J ewi sh l eade rs th at

,

when al l o ther c l asses were be ing admitt ed i n to th e
fu l l p r iv i l ege o f E ngl i sh c i t i zensh ip

,
th e d i scr im inat i on

aga in st th e J ews was abou t to pass away . The Tes t Ca tho lic
and Corpora t io n Ac ts were repealed i n 1 8 28

,
and th e emam ’pamn’

fo l low ing year the Catho l i cs wer e accorded po l i t i ca l
f reedom . The ag i tat i on th at resu l ted i n these successes
had no t been withou t th e act ive sympathy o f the J ews .
I f th e fo rmer measure s had been mere ly rep ea l ed

,
th e

gate th at bar red th e way o f th e J ews to many priv i l eges
woul d h ave been un locked

,
bu t th e act i on o f th e

House of Lords in i n sert ing i n th e n ew dec lara t io n
requ i red on th e accep tance o f pub l i c o ffice, th e phrase,
“
on th e true fa i th o f a Ch r i st i an

,
preven t ed any such

consummati on . Al th ough th e Cathol i c s and o ther
Chr i st ian d is sen ters were admitted i n to th e body
pol i t i c , th e J ews were st i l l kep t withou t i t s l imi ts .

x



Minor d isab i l i
t ies removed .

THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

W i th regard to th e d isab i l i t ies
,
whose removal n eeded

no t th e san c t io n of th e l eg i s lature , more succ ess was
secured . III 1 8 3 1 t he restr ict ions imposed by the C i ty
o f London on J ew i sh trade were removed—it was on ly
th ree years ear l ie r that the Corporat ion wou ld unbend
so much as to admit conver ts from J uda i sm to the
freedom . Ano th er barr ier was re moved in 1 8 3 3 when
Linco ln’

s I n n
,
wi thou t in any way exceed ing i t s l ega l

powers
,
ca l led Mr . (afterwards S ir) Franc i s Go ldsmid

( 1 807 5 0 11 o f I saac Lyon Go l dsm id , and a great
n eph ew o f Ben j amin and Abraham Go ldsm id

,
to th e

Bar a fter h e had taken th e u sual oath
,
mod ified so as

to be bind ing on h i s consc ience
,
on a copy o f the O l d

Testamen t . Two years la te r ano th er d iffi cu l ty wa s

removed by an Act to s impl i fy e l ect ion to Par l iament .
Un t i l th at year an e lec tor m igh t be requ i red to take
th e Oath of Abj urat ion

,
in a fo rm unaccep tabl e to a

J ew
,
before be i ng perm i t ted to exe rc i se th e franch i se .

The Act o f 1 8 35 re l i eved al l voter s o f th e neces s i ty
o f taking any oath . I n 1 8 36 a J ew was e lec ted a
governor o f Chr i st ’s Hosp i ta l .
I n another sphere th e batt l e fo r mun i c ip a l eman

cipat ion was brough t w ithou t much delay to a
success fu l i ssue , main l y by th e exer t ion s o f on e man

,

Dav i d Sa l omons ( 1 797 I II 1 8 35 he h ad been
e l ected Sher i ff o f London and Midd l esex . Obj ect io ns
were ra i sed to h i s se rving , on th e ground th at i t wou l d
be necessa ry for h im to take the dec l arat ion requ ired
from th e ho l der s of co rp orate offices . The quest io n
was Speed i ly se t t l ed o n the in i t i a t ive o f Lo rd J ohn
Russel l , who in t roduced and passed th rough Par l ia
men t a measu re dec lar i ng tha t for admi ss ion to the
office o f sh er iff th e declara t i on was unnecessary .

S alomons accord ingl y served h i s year o f office , and
was su cceeded two years l ate r by another J ew , Moses
Montefiore .

The nex t step in th e campa ign was the e l ec t ion
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gesses to the i r de l i berat ions . Many J ews became
magi st rate s and h igh sher i ffs o f th e i r count i e s, and

no l es s th an th ree
,
Mose s Montefio re

, I saac Lyon
Go ldsmid

,
and An thony de Rothsch i ld , had the

d ign i ty o f ba rone t con ferred u pon them before th e
po rta l s o f Par l iament were opened to sons o f th e
synagogue .
Throughou t th e who l e o f th i s per i od the ag i tat ion
fo r admiss ion to th e l egi s la ture had been con t inuous .
The fi rs t s tep was taken immedi atel y a fter th e con

summati on o f Catho l ic Emanc ipa t ion in 1 8 29. At

that great momen t i n the h i s to ry of to l erat i on in

E ngland , i t was though t th at th e comp le t ion of the
vi cto ry by th e adm iss ion of E ngl i sh J ews to fu l l
E ngl i sh c i t izensh i p cou ld not long be de layed . Th is
seems to have been th e op in i on of even th e Tory
P r ime Mi n i ste r, t h e Duke of We l l ington ,

fo r
,
address

i ng a deputat ion o f l ead ing J ews
,
who

,
on th e incen t i ve

o f Mr . I . L . Go ldsmid
,
wa i ted upon h im in th e year

o f Catho l i c Emancipat ion
,
he showed h imse l f by no

means unsympathet i c . Cathol i c Emancipat ion , how
ever

,
he said, had created a great tu rmo i l

,
and he

advised th e J ews to wa i t a sh o r t t ime un t i l i t h ad
subs ided . The advice was taken

,
and no act ion

dec ided upon unt i l 1 8 30 .

I n tha t year Robert Gran t , th e Liberal member fo r
I nverness, i n t roduced a B i l l fo r th e remova l o f a l l
disqua l ifica t ions wh ich preven te d J ews from enj oying
th e same “ c iv i l r igh ts

,
franch i se s

, and pr ivi l eges
and f rom hol d ing th e same “ offices

,
p l aces

,
empl oy

men ts
,
t ru sts

,
and confidences

” as had
,
by the

measure o f th e prev io us year
,
been th rown open to

Cath o l i cs . The Governmen t ra i sed no obj ect ion s to
th e i n troducti on of the Bi l l

,
but Opposed the mot i on

fo r i t s second read ing
,
and th e B i l l was defeated by

a maj or i ty o f 1 1 5 votes over 97 . Parl iamen t h ad been
p rayed to adop t th e measure in numerous p e t i t i on s
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f rom J ews and Ch r i st ian s, and an ab le expos i t i on o f
th e J ewi sh case h ad been drawn up and p ubl i shed by
Mr . Franc i s Go l dsmid . The Libe ral l eaders on th e
who l e were i n favou r o f sat i sfy i ng th e J ewi sh c la ims .
There was

,
h owever

,
one impor tan t excep t ion . E ar l

Grey
,
th e P rem ie r who had carr i e d th e Reform Act

,

remai ned th roughou t h i s l i fe a s teadfa st opponen t
o f J ewi sh emanc ip at ion . The suppor te r s in c l uded
members o f bo th par t i e s i n th e S tate

,
Lord J ohn

Russe l l and Macau l ay among th e Libera l s
,
Husk i sson

l ead ing the moderate To ri e s . O f al l th e non-J ewi sh
advocates o f emanc ip at i o n none su rpassed i n devo
t i o n and pers i sten c e Lord H o l l and

,
th e nephew and

d isc i p l e of Char l e s J ame s Fox . On th e o th er s ide
were ranged

,
howeve r

,
S ir Robert P ee l

,
Mr . Glad

stone, and Lord S h aftesbury
,
i n add i t i on to a

number of o th e r l ess d i st i ngu i sh ed po l i t i c i an s .
The argumen ts i n favour o f th e B i l l were based Arguments
o n th e pr in c ip l es o f re l ig i o u s l i ber ty . The Opponent s pro and

al so too k th e i r stand on a pr inc ip l e . They contended
th at a country that was n o t gove rned by an ex
e l u s ive ly Ch r i s t ian l eg i sl at ure cou l d no t be con
sidered a Ch r i s t i an coun try . I t was a l so argued
tha t th e J ew was co smopo l i tan rath e r th an E ngl i sh
or French o r P r uss ian

,
and d id not l o ok upon th e

count ry o f h i s dom ic i l e i n any l igh t bu t th at o f a
temporary res t ing-p lace ; th at th e J ew cons ide red
Pal e st ine as h i s on l y p ermanen t home

,
and

,
i n con

sequence
,
shou ld no t be ent ru sted w i th fu l l c i t i zensh ip

in any oth er . The oppos i t ion was
,
fo r th e mo st part

,

based on these l ines , and few trace s o f a persecu t i ng
sp i r i t cou ld be found in i t . Argumen ts o n a l owe r
p l ane

,
however , were no t a l togethe r exc l uded from

the controversy . For ins tance
,
one member urged

th at i f th e J ews we re admi t ted to P arl i amen t “ a
few o f th e l ead ing men among them wou ld soon
obta i n as mu ch influence there as th ey al re ady
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possess over Three Per Cent . Conso l s . Another
begged the H ouse “ i n th e n ame o f th e Lo rd J esus
Chr i st t o p reserve th e re l ig ion o f Chr i st ian i ty

,
th e

re l ig io n o f the S ta te
,
from be ing defi led by th e

i n troduc tion o f th e Bi l l .

AUTHOR ITIES —Lucien Wo l f, “ The Queen’
s Jew ry B . L .

Ab ra h ams
,

“
S ir I . L . Go ldsmid and the Admiss ion of th e Jews

of Eng land to Pa r l iamen t ” (Transact ions of the j ew i sh Hi s tor i ca l
S oci ety of E ng l and, vo l . iv . , S ir S pence r \Va lpo le , “ A
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leaders
,
who l aboured to a tta in the i r obj ect regu lar l y

and by p arl iamen tary means . The other party was
Sa lomons ' fi rs t compr i sed in the p erson o f Dav id S a lomons . Too
par l iamenta ry
contes t .

Ba ron Lione l
de Rothschi l d
e lected M . P .

for the C i ty of
London .

Impat ien t o r impetuous to awa i t th e s low mot ion o f
th e par l iamen tary mach ine

,
he wish ed

,
by h i s OW II

e ffo rt
,
to assi s t i t al ong i t s p ath . The examp l e of

Dan ie l O ’

Co nne l l and the sat i s facto ry consequence
that fo l l owed i t were befo re h im

,
and Sal omons

des ired to emu late the exp lo i t s o f th e Ca th o l i c
l eade r . He obta ined th e nom inat ion for th e re

p resen tat ion o f Shoreh am in the l eg i sl ature
,
and

fough t the const i tuency
,
bu t was defeated . Four

years late r
,
i n 1 84 1 , h e stood fo r Maidstone , but was

agai n unsuccessfu l .
Al though S a lomon s’ vi ews regard i ng th e conduc t
o f th e campaign were no t adop ted by h i s fe l l ow
re formers i n th e first instance

,
th ey were u l t imate ly

accep ted as more l i ke ly to l ead to su ccess . The

v ic tor i es th at h ad been obta in ed by S a l omons i n
th e mun ic ip al area h ad no doubt convinced al l
p ar t i es among the re fo rmers th a t the on ly mean s
o f ob ta in i ng admiss ion to th e House o f Commons
was th rough a const i tuency . I t was dete rmi ned to
nomi nate a rep re sentat i ve Jew for e l ect ion i n th e
Liberal interes t fo r a const i tuency in wh i ch that
party had some chance o f su ccess—S a l omon s had
on bo th occas ions made a t tacks on Tory st rong
h o l ds . Accord ingly, Baron Lionel de Roth sch i l d

( 1 8 08 t h e head o f th e Anglo-J ewi sh com
mun i ty and an acknowl edged l eader in th e C i ty,
was nominated in con j unc t ion wi th Lord J oh n
Russe l l

,
th e Libe ra l P r ime Min i ste r , fo r th e City o f

London at th e e l ect ion o f 1 847 . O f th e fou r mem
bers e l ected Rothsch i ld wa s th i rd . S alomons s tood
at the same el ec t ion fo r Greenwich

,
but was aga i n

defea ted .

When P ar l iamen t assembl ed th e new member fo r
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Rothsch i l d aga in presen ted h imse l f a t th e House , and
h i s reques t t o be permi tted to be sworn on the O l d
Testamen t was granted a fte r d ebate . He then pro
ceeded to take th e oath

,
but o n om it t ing th e phrase

to wh i ch he took obj ect ion h e was requested to wi th
d raw . The H ouse p roce eded to d iscu ss th e S i t uat ion ,
and reso lved that

,
though Roth sch i l d cou l d no t act a s

a member o f the House un t i l h e had taken th e oath i n
the p re scr ibed fo rm

,
h i s seat was not vaca nt . Final ly ,

i t adop ted a reso l ut ion to th e e ffe ct that , at th e earl i es t
opportun i ty in th e fo l l owing sess i on

,
th e Hou se wou ld

take in to cons i derat i on th e fo rm o f th e Oa th o f Ab
j u rati on

,
wi th a v i ew to re l i eve J ewish subj ect s .

The reso l u t ion was ac ted upon i n 1 8 5 1 , wi th th e
resu l t tha t had attended previous e ffor t s i n th e same
dire ct i on . I n the mean t ime

,
however , a second J ew

had been e l ected to Par l i ament . Dav i d S al omons’

first th re e attempts to obta i n p ar l i amen ta ry honou rs
had p roved un succe ss fu l . On th e fou r th at tempt ,
however

,
h e had obtained e l e ct ion

,
and i t was as the

member fo r Greenwi ch that he presen ted h imse l f a t
the House o f Commons th e day a fte r th e rej ec t i on
o f th e Emanc ipati on B i l l by th e P eers . Being re

fu sed perm i ss i on to take the oa th after omi tt i ng the
obj ect ionab l e phrase

,
h e withdrew from the House in

obed ience to the d i rec t ion of the S peaker
,
but h e l e ft

an inqu iry whether
,
i f h e took h i s seat w i thou t h av ing

taken th e fu l l oath
,
th e Governmen t wou ld sue h im

fo r the p ena l t i es provided by 'th e Act of Par l iamen t
so tha t t h e quest i on o f r igh t m igh t b e t r i e d in a court
o f l aw . The Government int imate d tha t in such an
even tu al i ty i t in t ended to take no su ch act i on . There
upon

,
amids t grea t exc i temen t

,
S a l omons entered the

House and took a sea t on one of the benche s 0 11 th e
m in is ter ia l s ide . S ir Robert I ngl i s

,
th e veteran foe o f

emanc ipat i on
,
immed ia te l y rose to pro te st

,
but gave

way to the S peake r
,
who d i rec ted Sa l omons to wi th
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draw . S a l omons ignored th e d i rect ion ,
and con s ider

ab l e u proar en sued
,
in th e cour se o f wh i ch th e Leader

o f th e H ouse
,
0 11 th e appea l o f th e Speake r , moved

tha t Mr . Al derman S a lomon s be o rdered to withd raw . and
_

is ordered
Th e adj ournment wa s moved by Mr . Ans tey and

de feated
,
bu t S al omons managed to take part i n th e

d i vi s ion . I n the furthe r d i scuss io n on e o f th e sp eaker s
a sked S a lomon s what h e in tended to do , and to th e
conste rnat ion of h a l f the House th e n ew member rose
to exp l a i n h i s pos i t i on . I n a few wel l-chosen word s
h e appea l ed to the indu lgen c e o f th e H ouse “ i n th e
pecul ia r pos i t io n ” i n wh i ch h e was p la ced . Wh i l e
d i sc l a im ing a desi re t o do a nyth ing that m igh t appear
con tumac i ou s o r p resumptuous

,
h e defended the

c ourse o f act ion that h e had though t r igh t and p rope r
to adop t

,
and conc l uded wi th an express ion o f th e

hop e tha t i n th e th en doubt fu l st ate o f th e l aw the
House wou ld no t hast i l y ar r ive a t any co nc lu s ion .

The Speech made a good imp res s io n and was rece ived
wi th cheers

,
but th e P remie r ’s o r iginal mot io n wa s

ca rr i ed
,
a nd S alomons removed by th e se rj ean t-a t

arms .
By vo t ing in th ree d ivi s i on s wi th ou t h aving p re

v ious ly take n th e oa th i n th e prescr i bed form ,
th e

member for Greenwich h ad rendered h imsel f l iabl e
to a cumul at ive pena l ty o f £1 500 . The Governmen t
had announced tha t i t d id no t i n tend to take any
p roceed ings fo r th e i r recovery

,
bu t th at dec i s ion

d id no t p reven t a c t ion be ing taken at th e ins tance
of a common in former . The case was tr ie d in th e
Cou r t o f E xchequer and dec ided aga ins t Sa l omon s .

Baron Al derson
,
i n de l i ve r i n g j udgmen t

,
expre s sed

h i s regre t a t be i ng compel l e d “ as a mere expounder
o f th e l aw ” to come to that co n c l us ion . Two o f
h i s co l l eagues concur red

,
bu t th e th i rd

,
Mr . Ba ron

Mart in
,
expressed h i s conv ic t i on tha t th e de fendan t

h ad l awful l y taken th e oath . A s imi l a r conc l us ion



3 32 THE JEWS IN ENGLAND

to th at o f th e Cou rt o f Exch equer wa s r eached in
a h igher cour t

,
and S a l omons wou ld have carr ied

th e cas e to th e H ouse of Lo rds , i f h e h ad not been
defeated in th e genera l e l ec t ion that supervened . By
the se dec i s ion s S a l omon s wa s no t on l y mu lcted in
heavy fines

,
b ut al so became l i ab l e to dep r iva t ion of

the r igh t to be a p arty to any c ivi l su i t, t o be a
guard ian o f a ch i ld

,
or an execu to r, and to th e loss

o f severa l o ther r i gh t s o f c i t i zen sh i p . The Conserva
t ive Gove rnmen t

,
however

,
immediate l y i nt roduced

and carr ied through P ar l iamen t a measure remov ing
al l these p enal t i e s , except ing th e fine to wh ich mem
bers o f the Hou se o f Common s we re l iable fo r taking
th e i r seats be fo re taking th e oath

,
and

,
in order to

cove r th e case o f S al omon s, th e Act was made re tro
spect ive .

The Conservat ive Governmen t was sho rt-l ived
,
and

i n 1 8 5 3 Lord Aberdeen i n t roduced th e o l d measu re ,
wh i ch met w i th th e u sua l fate . I t was thereupon
dec i ded to adopt a new cou rse o f act i on . III th e
course o f th e l as t generat ion a l l th e d i sab i l i t i es, with
th e excep t ion o f on e

,
under wh ich the J ews laboured ,

had been reni oved . The B i l l , i n th e form i n wh ich
i t h ad been con t inual l y in troduced

,
was no l onger

necessary . Accord ingly
,
i t was determ ined to dea l

w ith the par l i amen tary oath s a lone , and Lord Lynd
h urst in t roduced a Bi l l i n to th e House o f Lord s fo r
th e purpose o f s tr i k i ng out from them such port ion s
“ as were inoperat ive

,

‘ i d l e
,
and absurd . He , how

ever, fa i l ed to i nduce th e P eers to accep t h i s prOposa l .
I n th e th ree s uccess ive years th e Oa th s B i l l wa s

defea ted by th e Lords
,
a l though i n 1 8 57 th e Govern

men t accep ted an amendmen t provid ing th at no J ew
shou ld ho ld th e office of Regent o f the Kingdom ,

P r ime Min is t er
,
Lord Chance l l o r

,
Lord Li eu tenan t o f

I re land
,
o r Commiss ioner to th e Gene ra l Assemb ly o f

the Church o f S co t l and . In th e sess ion 1 8 5 7
—1 8 5 8
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d i scu ss ion 0 11 a Bi l l th at p roposed to open th e offices
of Lord H igh Chance l lo r and Lord Lieutenant o f
I re l and to al l E ngl i sh c i t i zens , i rre spect ive o f the i r
re l ig i ou s be l i efs

,
i t t ransp i red tha t , so far as J ews

were concerned
,
th e p ropo sed l eg i s l at i on was un

necessary .

AUTHOR ITIES —Lucien \Vo l f,
“ The Q ueen’s Jew ry ” ; S ir

S pence r Wa l po l e
,

“ A H is to ry o f Twen ty—F ive Yea rs ,” vo l . i i . ;
J ew ish P rog ress in the V ic to r ian E ra

”
(j ewi sh Ch r on icl e, May

28 , J une 4, “ MS . Reco rds o f the London Commi t tee of

D ep u t ies
,

” Pa r l i amen ta ry D eba te s, 1 8 33—1 8 58 “ D ic t iona ry of
Na t iona l B l og raphy .

”



CHAPTER XXXV

GROWTH AND REORGAN I SAT ION OF THE
COMMUN ITY

( 1 8 40—1 906)

IN i l l u st rat ion o f th e i nfluen t ia l po si t ion that the
Anglo-J ewi sh commun ity h ad atta ined by th e mi ddl e
o f the n ine teen th cen tu ry

,
th e sto ry o f th e Damascu s

a ffa i r may be recoun t ed . I n 1 840 th e who le o f Syr i a ,
i n c l ud ing Damascus

,
was under th e con t ro l o f

Meh emet Al i , th e Pasha of E gypt , who had r e be l l e d
against h i s Tu rki sh sovere ign . The d i spu te be tween
th e wh i lom V i ceroy and h i s maste r had been drawn
wi th in t h e vo rtex o f th e E ast e rn Quest ion

,
and a l l th e

Grea t P owers o f E urope found th emse l ve s i n t imate l y
in te re ste d i n th e st rugg l e . The Powers fo rmed two
groups . On th e one s i de France l en t th e who l e o f
her p l a to n ic support to th e rebe l l io us V i ceroy . On
th e o ther

,
Great Bri ta in

,
Russ ia

,
Aus tr ia

,
and P russ i a

s tood between Meheme t and t h e goa l towards wh i ch
he was str iv ing , th e sovere ign ty o f th e Turk ish
Empi re .
In th e m id st o f th i s cond i t ion of affa i rs , o n the 5 th The Damascus
o f February 1 840 , Padre Toma so , a Franc i scan fr iar

afla '“

who was we l l known i n the J ewi sh and Mohammedan
quarte rs o f Damascus as we l l as among th e Ch ri s t i an s

,

d isappeared . There was eve ry reason to assume th at
h e had been mu rdered by a Mohammedan with whom
he had had a ser iou s d i sp ute some days ear l ie r . The
Cath o l ics

,
however

,
though t fi t to accuse th e J ews of

th e commiss io n of a r i tual murder . S upported by th e
Fren ch consu l—th e Catho l i c s o f the E ast were under

3 3 5
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th e pro tect ion o f France— represen tat io ns were made
to t he au thor i t i e s, and a s a re su l t th e l e ad i ng J ews o f
Damascu s

,
men of pos i t i on

,
wea l th

,
and ch aracte r ,

were th rown into p r i son and c ruel l y to rtured w i th a

v iew to fo rc ing a con fess ion of the crime . S evera l
d ied on account o f sever i t i e s th ey endured . The
exampl e se t by th e offic ia l s was fol l owed by the popu
l ace . The J ewish qua rter o f Damascu s was a ttacked
and sacked

,
and indescr ibabl e atroc i t i e s commi tted

upon i t s i nh ab i tan t s . The French consu l h e ld what
h e presumed to designate a tr i a l

,
dec ided th at th e

J ews were in th e hab i t o f us ing human blood in th e i r
Passover ce remon ies, and found a l l th e p r i soners
gu i l ty . U rgent message s were th e reupon sen t to
Meheme t Al i for perm iss ion to exe cu te the p r i soners .
The news o f th ese even t s r ea ched London ear ly i n
Ap ri l . At th e instance o f S ir Mo se s Montefiore a
meet ing o f th e l ead ing men of th e commun i ty

,
o f al l

p ar t ies
,
orthodox and re fo rm

,
was convened to con

s ider th e s i tuat ion . The Br i t i sh Governmen t was
approached

,
and Lord Pa lmerston prom ised a J ewi sh

deputat ion to u se every effor t fo r th e p rotec t ion o f
the J ews o f th e E ast . The sympathy o f th e E ngl i sh
p e0p 1e w i th th e v i ct ims was aroused , and a great
undenominat ion al meet i ng was he l d in th e Mans ion
Hou se

,
at wh ich th e B lood Accusat ion was denounced

and th e sympathy o f th e Engl i sh peop l e offered to
the J ews . The J ews o f E ngl and and France

,
work ing

i n u n i son
,
sen t a m iss ion, con s i st ing o f S ir Moses

Montefiore
,
I saac Cremieux , th e French statesman ,

and Salomon Munk, th e o r ien ta l i st , to Al exandri a to
p l ead th e cause o f th e J ews be fore t he v iceroy .

De sp i te th e d i ffi cu l t i e s p l aced i n th ei r way by th e
French Governmen t and i ts rep resen ta t ives

,
a br i l

l i an t succes s was ach i eved . The impr i soned J ews
were dec lared innocen t

,
and th e su rvivo rs o f those

o rig ina l ly imp r i soned , re le ased . Moreover
,
Mehemet



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




GROWTH AND REORGAN ISATION 3 37

Al i h imse l f assu red the m iss ion th at h e pl aced no

credence wha tever in th e B lood Accusat ion . On th e
way home S ir Mose s Mon tefio re v i s i ted Constan
t inOp l e , and obta ined from the S u l tan th e Ha i t i

Humay un,
by wh ich th e d isab i l i t i es pecu l iar to th e

J ews o f Turkey we re abo l i sh ed
,
and th ey wer e p l aced

in th e eyes o f th e S tate o n the same l eve l a s oth e r
non-Mohammedans .
The co operat i on o f th e J ews o f th e west i n th e
Damascus affa i r marked a new depar tu re in th e h i s
to ry of J ewry . The tendency started on tha t o ccas i on
was s t rengthened e igh teen years l ate r by th e Mortar a
a ffa i r

,

1
and resu l ted , i n 1 860 , in th e estab l i shmen t o f th e

A l l iance Isra el i te Un iversel l e, an assoc ia t ion for th e
defence o f J ewish i n terests whenever and whereve r
at tacked . Wh en ,

t en years l ate r
,
th e pos i t ion o f th i s

i n te rnat iona l J ewi sh assoc i at ion was j eopard i sed by
the Franco-P ru ss i an War , a s imi l a r o rgan i sa t i on, th e
Angl o-J ewi sh As soc iat ion ,

was founded i n E ngl and . The Anglo

The i n terces s i on i n th e Damascus a ffa ir
,
and the

prom inen t pos i t i o n o ccup ied i n rega rd to i t by Eng
l and under Pa lmerston

,
l ed tha t s tate sman to consider Pa lmerston

.

t he p ract i cab i l i ty o f t ak ing th e J ews o f th e E as t under gggsgfn
i emsh

E ngl i sh p ro te ct ion
,
in th e same manne r as th e

Catho l ics were under th e gua rd iansh ip o f France .
The proj ec t was n eve r ca rr ied th rough

,
a l though

,

after Montefio re
’

s r eturn , Lord Pa lmerston obta in ed
from the Porte a recogn i t i o n o f th e r igh t o f E ngland
to watch over th e fu lfi lmen t o f th e cond i t i on s o f th e
new Ha t t i Humay un . At th e same t ime a c i rcu l ar
was addre ssed to th e Br i t i sh agen ts i n th e Levan t and
S yr ia , instr uct i ng th em to pro tect th e J ews, and to
not i fy to th e local au tho r i t ie s th e i n teres t fe l t by
E ngl and i n th e wel fare of the J ews .
The who le of th e ene rgi e s o f th e Angl o-J ewi sh

1 The k idnapping o f a J ew ish ch i l d and his fo rcib l e conve rs ion to

Ca tho l icism.
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commun i ty duri ng th e n i n e teenth c en tury we re no t

absorbed by the movements fo r r i tua l re form
,
pol i t i ca l

emancipa t ion
,
and t h e protect ion o f th e J ews o f the

E ast . I n many oth er d i rect ion s a l so
,
remarkab le

act ivi ty was shown . The great i ncrease i n the num
ber s o f the J ewish popu lat ion rendered communa l
re-organ i sat ion necessary . The mach inery tha t h ad
served a smal l commun i ty co l l ected around Aldga t e
and Bevi s Marks p roved inadequate for th e l a rge one
scat tered th roughout th e metropo l i s and th e Br i t i sh
Empi re . I n many d i rect ions re-arrangement s were
necessary . The appo in tmen t as Ch i e f Rabb i o f D r .
N . M. Ad l e r in 1 845 p roved most appos i te . He was
no t on ly a J ewi sh scho lar and rabb i , h e was a l so a

graduate of th e Wurzbe rg Un ive rs i ty and a Doctor o f
P lI i lOSOphy o f E r langen . Desp i te h i s Oppos i t ion to
the Reform par ty

,
h e was no t one who cons ide red

a l l change h armfu l and unnecessa ry . Short l y afte r
tak ing up h i s dut i es, h e formu lated

“ A Code o f Laws
and Regu lat i on s for th e O rder ing o f ou r Synagogue
S e rvi ces . The cond i t i on o f educa t i on

,
and espec i a l l y

h igh e r educat ion
,
al so a tt rac t ed h i s at ten t ion . He

cal led upon th e synagogues to take measure s fo r
p rov id ing for th e re l ig iou s educat i on o f th e ch i ld ren
o f bo th sexe s

,
and i ndependen t o f the pecun iary

resou rces o f th e i r paren t s . Ano th er movemen t to
wh ich h e devo ted h imse l f was tha t fo r the e stab l i sh
ment of a tra i n ing co l l ege fo r the J ewish m in i s try .

Th i s bore fru i t i n th e establ i shmen t o f J ews ’ Col l ege
i n 1 8 5 5 .

The probl em o f poo r re l ie f was al so dea l t w i th
effic ien t l y dur ing these years . The scheme s u rged
and d i scu ssed at the beg inn i ng o f the centu ry had h ad
l i t t l e resu l t beyond th e e stabl i shment o f the J ews ’

Hosp ita l and of th e J ews’ Orphan Asyl um in 1 8 3 1 .

The J ews ’ Free S choo l was re-orga n ised in 1 8 1 7 , a nd ,

th rough the munificence o f membe r s of the Roth sch i ld
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an open l e tte r to th e S e c re ta ry o f th e Hambro
S ynagogue

,
but for th e t ime be ing h i s rep resent at ions

met wi th no response . Gompertz was in advance of
h i s t ime

,
bu t by l ess th an two decades . I n 1 8 5 8 ,

on th e occ as i on o f th e excep t i onal d i st re ss a nd th e
consequen t stra in on th e synagogue resou rces

,
th e

mora l o f the Live rpoo l exper imen t was aga in po in ted .

Lione l Coh en
,
a grea t grandson o f Levi Baren t

Coh en
,
and E ph ra im Al ex were th e p ioneers on th i s

o ccas ion . The fai l u re o f Gompertz was re t r i eved by
them

,
and 0 11 th e 1 6th of March 1 8 59 th e fi rs t meet ing

was he l d o f the B oard of Gua rd ian s fo r th e Re l i e f o f
th e J ewi sh Poor . S o s i gna l h as been th e success o f
th i s inst i tu t i on in a l l departments o f ph i lan th rop i c
work

,
th at i t s methods and organ i sa t i on are he ld up

as patte rn s to a l l S im i lar i n s t i tu t ions i n th e genera l
commun i ty .

Hav ing succeeded i n th i s d i rect ion
,
Li one l Cohen

turned h i s at ten t io n t o anoth er movemen t o f con

c en trat ion th at was u rgent l y n eeded . Repeated
effo r ts had been made i n the pa s t to e ffe c t some
comb ina t i on be tween th e Ashkenaz i synagogue s o f
London

,
bu t th e mutua l r iva l r ie s h ad i nvar i ab l y p re

ven te d th e i r su ccess . I II 1 863 Cohen, who was at
the t ime an oversee r o f th e Great S ynagogue

,
en

deavoured to arrange a un i o n between that synagogue
and th e H ambro , bu t w i thou t suc cess . Three years
l a ter

,
however

,
th e ch ie f rabb i se ized an opportun i ty

that o ccu rred for u rg ing a combinat i on o f a l l th e
metropo l i tan synagogues under h i s j u r i sd ict ion . The
suggest io n was adop ted by Coh en

,
and as a resu l t o f

a ser i e s o f con ferences ove r wh i ch h e pres i ded
,
th e

U n ited Synagogue was brough t in to ex i stence by Act
o f Pa r l iamen t in 1 8 70 . A fur th er step i n th e same
d i rect io n was taken i n 1 8 87 , when the maj or i ty o f
th e smal l synagogues i n the E as t End o f London
were

,
at th e instance o f S ir ( then Mr . ) Samue l
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Montagu
,
brough t toge th er i n th e Federat i on o f

Synagoguea

Meanwh i l e a gradua l rapprochement had grown up
be tween the o rthodox and the reform part i e s in th e
commun i ty . The o l d b i tte rne ss had passed away,
and i n a l l bran ches o f communal work o ut side o f
th e synagogue there was hearty co-operat ion . E ffor ts
were even made to effec t a tho rough and fina l re
conc i l iat i on

,
but i t was found impo ss ibl e to a rrange

a comp romi se i n mat te rs o f r i tua l
,
tha t wou ld h ave

rendered poss i b l e an exten s ion o f th e ch i e f rabb i
’s

author i ty s o as to in c l ude th eWest London S ynagogue .
In the orthodox commun i ty a progres s ive sp i r i t h ad
begun to Show i tse l f

,
and effo rt s were con t inual l y

made from wi th in to render th e r i tua l
,
acco rd ing to

wh i ch th e se rvi ces were conducted , more in accord
ance wi th th e t imes . The author i t i e s sh owed them
se lve s no t unreasonab le , and from t ime to t im e m ino r
a l te ra t ion s an d om i ss i on s were sanct ion ed . The
c la im s of J ewi sh l i te rature were a l so recogn i sed

,

and both branch e s o f the c ommun i ty
,
S ephard i and

Ashkenaz i , added many names to th e ro l l o f J ewi sh
sch ol ars . I n th e p o l i t i ca l wor l d Angl o-J ewry re

ta ined and s trengthened the pos i t i on she h ad ga i ned
a t th e t ime o f th e Damascu s ou t rage s . I n part i c i
pat ing in tha t a ffa i r she obta i ned un ive rsa l recogn i t i on
a s th e leading commun i ty of th e D i aspo ra

,
and wh en

th e p er se cut ing te ndenc i es d isp l ayed themsel ve s i n
Rouman i a and Russ ia

, E ngland , both th rough he r
J ewi sh commun i ty and by means o f th e regu l a r
veh ic l e s o f expres s i on o f p ub l i c op in ion

,
p la ced

h erse l f in the fore fron t o f those who showed the i r
detestat ion o f an t i-J ewish outrage s and the i r p rac t i ca l
sympathy wi th th e v i ct ims .
\Vith the removal

,
in 1 85 8 , o f th e l a s t ba r to th e Jews in Eng l ish

fu l l emanc ipa t ion of th e J ews
,
every road in the state pub hc

was opened to members of the J ewish commun i ty
,
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and there are none that h ave no t been traversed .

E very Parl iamen t s ince th e t ime of Baron Lione l de
Rothsch i ld and S ir Davi d S al omons h as had i t s
p rofess i ng J ew ish members

,
many o f whom have

atta ined h igh office . One
,
S ir George J esse l ( 1 8 24

was S o l i c i to r-Gene ral
,
and afte rward s Master

o f th e Rol l s ; anoth er , Lord P i rbr igh t ( 1 840
was P arl iamenta ry Secretary to th e Boa rd o f Trade

,

and Under S ecre ta ry fo r th e Co lon i e s ; a th i rd, S ir
J u l ian Go ldsm id ( 1 8 38 was a Depu ty Speaker o f
th e House o f Commons ; and a fourth , Mr . Herbert
S amue l (h. Unde r S ecretary i n the Home
De partmen t . Four p ro fessing J ews have been rai sed
to the pee rage ; severa l have be en sworn o f th e P r ivy
Counc i l , and a number created baronets . The
Counc i l o f I nd ia

,
th e h igher branches o f th e C iv i l

S erv i ce at h ome and in I nd i a
,
have had the i r J ewi sh

members ; and anoth er member o f th e commun ity,
S ir Mat th ew N athan (6. has been en t ru sted
w i th two co l on ia l governo rsh ips .
In th e co lo n i es J ews have h e lped to bu i ld up new

Engl i sh commun i t i e s , and have taken th e ir share i n
th e i r governmen t . One

,
S ir J u l i us Voge l ( 1 835

wa s P r ime Mi n i s te r of N ew Zea l an d ; a second ,
th e H on . V . L . Sol omon

,
he l d a s im i la r po si t ion

i n South Austra l ia
,
and several o thers have h e ld

h igh offi ce in o ther co l on i e s . Among co lon i a l j udge s
more than one J ewish name appears. I n sc i ence ,
art

,
l i te r ature

,
as we l l a s in commerce and finance ,

ind iv idua l J ews have taken a prominen t part , and

brough t cred i t no t on ly upon t h emse l ves bu t al so
upon t h e i r commun ity .

AUTHOR ITI ES z—L ucien Wo l f
,
The Queen’

s Jew ry ” ; “ Jew ish
P rog ress in the V ic to r ian E ra ( j ew ish Chron i cl e, May 7 ,
J une 1 8 ,

“ MS . Reco rds of the London Commi t tee of

Depu t ies “ Jew is h Encyc loped ia .

"
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YEAR
Earl l est su gges ted se t t l emen t In the t ime o f So lomon B .C.E . 930 c

Al leged v is i t of Ba r uch and Je rem ia h to I re land B .C .E . 580 c

S ugges ted Jew ish se t t lemen t by J u l iu s Cae sa r A .C .E . 54
Poss ib le impo r ta t ion of Jew ish s laves on cap t u re of

J e r u sa lem
The enac tmen ts of Th eodo re of Cante rbu ry
Imm ig ra t ion of Ge rman Jews
Jew ish re fe rences in Wh i tg laff’s Cha r te r
J ews v is i t I re land
S e t t lemen t o f No rman J ews
Jews se t t le in Camb r idge
J ews se t t le In O x fo rd
W i l l iam I I . fo rces J ew ish a pos ta te s to re t u rn to Juda ism
Cont rove rsy be fo re W i l l iam I I . be t ween Rabb is and

C h u rchmen

Monk s sen t to S tamfo rd to p reach a ga ins t J uda ism
F i rs t ment ion of London J ew ry
The Jews of London fined £2000
Conflag ra t ion in London Jew ry
Ma u d compe l s the J ews o f Ox fo rd to pay h er an e xchange

o f money
S tep h en e x to r ts financia l he lp from the J ews of Ox fo rd
Ma r ty rdom o f S t . W i l l iam of N o r w ich
J ews re l ie ved o f the opp ress ion o f the F lemings
Ib n E z ra v is i ts Eng land
Th e Jews acco rded lega l a u tonomy
B lood accu sa t ion a t G louce s te r
The lead ing Jew s se ized as h os tages and a ta l lage of 5000

ma rk s l ev ied
Josee of G louces te r and o t h e r Jews finance the conques t of

I re land
The es tab l ishmen t o f loca l J ew ish ceme te r ies pe rmi t ted
B lood accu sa t ion a t Bu ry S t . E dmunds
I saac o f C he rnigov v is i ts England
Ass i ze of a rms J ews fo rb idden to ca r ry a rms

Immig ra t ion o f F rench J ews
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YEAR

Ta l lage of (one q ua r ter of the movab les of

the Jews) lev ied
Jews of London ma ssa cred O II the occas ion of Richa l d I . S

co rona t ion
Massacres a t Lynn

,
No rw ich

, S tam fo rd, Yo rk, Bu ry S t .
Edmunds

,
Co lch es te r , Th e t fo rd , and Osp r inge 1 190

Jews of L inco ln a t tacked , and p ro tec ted by B ishop H u g h 1 190

Jews expe l l ed from B u ry S t . E dmunds 1 190

B lood accu sa t ion a t W inch es te r 1 1 92

Richa rd inve s t iga tes the massac res officia l inqu i ry in to
the wea l t h of the J ews

The O rd inance s of the Jew ry
F i rs t men t ion of the J u s t ices of the J ews
Jacob of London appo in ted C h ie f P re sbyte r
The C ha r te r o f the Jew s
The k ing p ro tec ts the Jews of London
John commences to pe rsecu te th e Jew s
The w ho le of Ang lo-Jew ry imp r isoned
Jews to r t u red and despo i led to the ex ten t o f ma rks .

E xod us of Jews from Eng land
H ou se o f Conve r t s e s tab l ish ed in Sou t h wa rk
Jew s aga in imp r isoned and t axed
London Jew ry sacked by the Ba rons
Jew ish r igh t s inva ded by Magna C ha r ta
The Jews encou raged by the Regen t Pemb roke
Bu rgesse s h e l d responsib le for the sa fe t y of the Jews
Jews o rde red to wea r badges a s a p reca u t iona ry measu re
At tack on the Jews o f L inco ln
The Dominicans Open a miss ion in the lI ea I t of OxfOId

Jew ry 1 22 1

Ch u rch S ynod recommends the impos i t ion of d isab i l i t ie s 011
the J ews . 1 222

The B ishop s of L inco ln and No rw ich p lace Jews unde r an

inte rd ic t
A deacon bu rn t a t O x fo rd fo r a cce p t ing J uda ism
The C rown inte rvenes on be h a l f of the J ews
Ta l lage of 4000 ma rks l ev ied
Ta l lage of 6000 ma rk s lev ied
C ha rge of ci rcumcising a ch i l d b l ough t aga ins t the Jew s of
No rw ich 1 230

Jews expe l led from Le ices te r 1 23 1

B lood accu sa t ion a t W inch es te r 1 232

Two ta l lages of ma rks lev ied 1 232
—
34

S ynagogue in London confisca ted and g iven to the B re t h ren
o f S t . An t h ony of V ienna
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H ou se of Conve r ts op ened in London
Jews expe l l ed from N ewcas t le
Th i r teen J ew s of No rw ich cha rged w i t h the a ssa u l t of 1 230
C h r is t ian o ffice rs o f the J ew is h E xch eque r d ismissed on

accoun t of co r ru p t p rac t ice s
C h r i s t ian women fo rb idden to en te r th e se rv ice o f Jews in

Eas t Angl ia
Jew s expe l l ed from \Vycomb e

Jews expe l led from S o u t h amp ton
Ta l lage of ma rks lev ied on the J ews
Aa ron of Yo rk a ppo in ted C h ie f P resby te r
F u r t h e r ta l lage
E l ia s of London a ppo in ted C h ie f P re sby te r
J ews taxed to the ex tent o f a t h i rd of t h e i r p rope r t y
The Pa r l iamen t o f t h e J ews
Jews taxed to th e e x ten t of ma rks
Jews of N o rw ich h anged for the o ffence of 1 230

Jews e xpe l led from Be rkh amps tea d
Aa ron o f Yo rk fined ma rk s
J ews expe l led from N ewbu ry
B lood a ccu sa t ion a t London
C le r ica l deb to rs a t tack Ox fo rd J ewry
The Ba rons ob ta in the r ig h t t o ap po in t one of the J u s t ices

of the Jews
J ews taxed to the ex ten t o f ma rk s
J ews taxed to the e x ten t of ma rks
J ews t h rea tened w i t h exp u l s ion to I re land
J ews ta xed to the e x ten t of ma rks
J ew s taxed to the ex ten t of 5525 ma rks
Jews ta xed to the ex ten t of ma rks
The prOpe I ty o f the J ews se i zed
A l leged ac t o f sac r i l ege by Ab rah am ofBe rkhamps tead
J ews taxed to the e x ten t of 5000 ma rks of s i l ve r and

40 ma rks o f go l d
J ews taxed to the e x ten t of 3 500 ma rks
J ews pay 5000 ma rks for exemp t ion from fu r t h e r ta l la ge

for nine mon t h s
J ew ish r igh t s of res idence res t r ic ted
The J ews o f Eng land

,
t h ro ugh t h e i r spokesman

,
the Ch ie f

P resby te r E l ia s
,
reque s t pe rmiss ion to l ea ve the

co un t ry
The J ews aga in a sk for l eave to d e pa r t
The J ews so l d to E a r l R ich a rd fo r a te rm o f yea rs
C h ie f P resby te r E l ia s imp r isoned a s s u re t y fo r a ta l la ge
B lood a ccu sa t ion a t L inco l n ( L i t t l e S t . H u gh )

34 5
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The C h u rch dec rees the boyco t t of Jews appea l ing a ga ins t
i t s j u r isd ic t ion

C h ie f P resby te r E l ias deposed , and succeeded by h is b ro t h e r
H ag in

Ta l lage of 5000 ma rks l ev ied
J ews of O x fo rd p laced unde r the j u r isd ic t ion o f the

Chance l lo r
London J ewry sacked by the Ba rons, and seven h und red
Jews s la in

J ews expe l led from De rby
The J ews of Worcest er a t tacked
The J ews of London, N o r t hamp ton, and Can terbmy

a t tacked .

De Mont fo r t cance l s the Ba rons’ deb ts to the Jews
The Jews of Eng land a ss igned t o P r ince E dwa rd

,
and

p ledged to the Cahors ins
The J ews of L inco ln a nd the I s le of E ly a t tacked
Sacr i lege by a Jew of Ox fo rd
An t i-J ew ish l eg is la t ion
Ant i-Jew ish leg is la t ion
A ta l lage of 6000 ma rks l ev ied to enab le P l ince Edwa rd to
take th e c ross

Jew s mo r t ga ged to the Ea r l o f Co rnwa l l
The p r incipa l London syna gogue confisca ted
The S ta tute a

’

e/ ucta zsmo

G rea t numbe rs of Jews hanged for tampe r ing n i th the

co inage
J ews compe l led t o a t tend conve I s ion se l mons

The rema in ing London synagogues su p p ressed
Pope H ono r iu s IV . iss ues a bu l l aga ins t the J ews of

E ngland
E cc les ia s t ica l enac tmen ts aga ins t th e J ews
The w ho le of Ang lo-Jew ry imp r isoned, and re lea sed OII

pa ymen t of a ransom
E xp u l s ion o f the Jews from Engl and
Jew ish emba ssy endeavou rs to ob ta in the re scIS S Ion o f the

ed ic t of exp u l sion
P re sence of Jews in Eng land re po r t ed to the P r ivy Counci l
E l i zabe t h befr iends J ew ish re fu gees
B i r t h of Mena sseh b en I s rae l
The fi rs t Eng l ish p ub l ica t ion advoca t ing the re-adm ission

o f th e Jews (Leona rd BuslI e I s “ Re l ig io u s Peace ”)
J ew ish se t t lemen t In Ba rbados
Queen H enr ie t ta Ma r ia v isi t s the Ams te rdam synagogue
The Counci l of Mechanics vo te Jew ish to le ra t ion

YEAR
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A t temp t by Jews to p reven t the a pos tasy of Eve Cohan
leads to lega l p roceed ings

The C l ea t ion o f a G h e t to su gge s ted , and the ma t te r I eferred
t o the P r ivy Co unc i l

Jacob Ab endana ap po in ted Haham
Unsuccessfu l a t temp t to e x pe l the Jew s from J ama ica
James I I . p ro tec t s the Jews a ga ins t vexa t iou s lega l pro

ceeding s

J ew ish r igh t s in New Yo rk re s t r ic ted
The fi rs t Ame r ican synagogue opened in New Yo rk
S o lomon Ay l lon ap po in ted Haham

B i l l in t roduced in to Pa r l iamen t for th e levy of a spec ia l tax
on th e J ews

Al ien d ues imposed on endeni z ened J ew ish me rch an t s
A fo rced loan lev ied on th e J ews
Ash kena z i communi t y es tab l ish ed
Jehuda b en E ph ra im Coh en a ppo in ted Rabb i o f th e Ash

kena z im .

The numbe r of Jews 011 the London Exch ange l imi ted t o
t we l ve ( t we lve pe r cen t . of the na t ive C h r is t ians) .

Dav id N ie to a ppo in ted Haham

Th e Jews of Jama ica a sk for po l i t ica l emancipa t ion and are

fined
Bev is Ma rks S ynagogue opened
An Act to ob l ige J ews t o ma in ta in and p rov ide for t h e i r
P ro tes tan t ch i ld l en

Ashkena z i secess ion (Hamb ro S ynagog ue) .

Th e Wa l dens of th e two o l de r synagogue s pe t i t ion the Boa rd
o f A l de rmen t o fo rb id the es tab l ishmen t of a t h i rd
commun i t y . P raye r g ran ted

Jew ish d isab i l i t ie s c rea ted in Jama ica
The A t to rney Gene ra l decides t ha t Eng l ish -bo rn Jews are

ca pab le o f ho l d ing land
U r i Ph a ib ush (Aa ron H a r t ) appomted Rabb i
G rea t S ynagog ue opened
H amb ro S ynagogu e opened
D ea t h o f Haham N ie to
The V i l la-Rea l S ch oo l founded
J ews’ F ree S ch oo l es tab l ish ed
An t i J ew ish r io ts in London
I saac N ie to appo in ted Haham

Jews take pa l t i n th e co lon isa t ion of GeO Ig ia

The specia l ta xa t ion o f J ews abo l ish ed In Jama ica
Co lon ia l J ew s na t u ra l ised
M . G . de Mesqui t ta appoin ted Haham

YEAR
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B

A J ew ish t heo log ica l sem ina ry dec la red by th e Co u r t s :I

y AR

su pe rs t i t iou s ins t i t u t ion
F i rs t Ash kena z i C ha r i t y (Akenosa th B e r i t h ) founded
S amp son G ideon and o t h e r Jews ass is t th e Gove rnmen t
Comm i t tee of D i l igence a ppo in ted to wa tch the in te re s t s o f

t he J ews 1 746

Unsuccess fu l a t temp ts to na t u ra l ise the Jews o f I re land 1 745
—6—7

The Be t h H o l im founded 1 747
Union o f the t h ree cong rega t ions to p re ven t una u t ho r ised

conve rs ions t o J uda ism
The Jew ish N a t u ra l isa t ion Ac t
Je wish ma r r iages lega l ised by Pa r l iamen t
The Jew ish N a t u ra l isa t ion Act re pea l ed
A t temp t t o re pea l the Jew ish po r t ion of th e Ac t of 1 740

S pec ia l taxes lev ied on the J ews of Ba rbados
H i rsch Lobe l (H a r t Lyon) a p po inted Rabb i
Jew ish se t t lemen t in Canada
Boa rd o f D ep u t ies founded
New S yna gogue es tab l ish ed .

Moses Coh en d’Az avedo a ppo in ted Haham .

Tewe l e S eh ifi
'

a p poin ted Rabb i
Cong rega t ion fo rmed in Canada
J ew ish Imm ig I a t ion res t r ic ted
D isp u te be t ween the S epha rd im and th e C i t y
U nsuccess fu l a t temp t to impose ch u rch ra tes on the

syna gogu e
E s tabl ishmen t o f th e Mesheb a t N eph es h
D ea t h of Hah am Da zavedo

Legacy to a syna gog ue d isa l lowed by the Co u r t s .

D uke '

s P l ace S ynagogu e e rec ted
Dea t h of Rabb i Tewe le S ch iff
An t i a l ien l eg is la t ion
The Ash kena z i synagogu es comb ine fo r the re l ie f o f the
una t ta ch e d poo r

E s tabl ishmen t of the H a yma rke t S yna gogue
,
the fi rs t

London syna gogue ou ts ide the C i t y
I nqu i ry into the ecc le sia s t ica l s ta te o f the Seph a rd i

communi t y 1 802

Jew s of Ba rbado s fu l l y emanc ipa ted 1 802

S o lomon Hirsche l l a ppo inte d Rabb i 1 802

J ew s vo l un tee r in g re a t numbe rs fo r se rv ice a ga ins t F rance 1 803

Ag reemen t be t ween the t h ree Ash kena z i communi t ies 1 805
J ews’ H osp i ta l founded 1 806

Ra p hae l Me l do la a ppo inted Haham 1 806

S pecia l po l i t ica l p r iv i l eges g ranted the J ews of Ba rbados 1 8 20
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D ea t h of Hah am Me l do la
The D uke of We l l ing ton exp resses h is sympa t h y w i th
Jew i sh po l i t ica l emancipa t ion

The fi rs t Jew is h Emancipa t ion B i l l
Res t r ic t ions on J ew is h t rade rs in the C i t y o f London
removed

A Jew ca l led to the b a r
Jew ish Emancipa t ion B i l l pa sses the H ou se of Commons

Dav id Sa lomons e lec ted S he riff of London and Midd le sex .
Act of Pa r l iamen t q u a l i fy ing Jews to h o l d th e office of

S he riff
Hirsche l l a ppo in ted Ch ie f Rabb i o f the t h ree C i t y Ash kena z i

S ynagogue s
Movemen t for re form in the S epha rd i communi t y
A Jew e lected a Gove rno r of C h r is t ’s H osp i ta l
A Un ive rs i t y deg ree confe r red Upon a Jew a t D ubl in
Da v id S a lomons e lec ted an Al de rman of the C i t y of London
Jew is h Emancipa t ion B i l l becomes a Gove rnmen t mea su re
Moses Montefiore

, S he r i ff, knigh ted
Jews’ I nfan t S choo l e s tabl ish ed
Th e Re fo rme rs sece de from the pa ren t communi t ies
Eng l and e xp re sse s h e r sympa t h y w i t h the pe rsecu ted Jew s

of Dama scu s
The fi rs t Jew ish ba rone t (S ir I saac Lyon Go ldsmid) c rea ted
Wes t London S ynagogu e ( the Re fo rm S ynagogue ) es tab

h shed

D ea t h of C h ie f Rabb iHirsche l l
Re fo rme rs e xcommun ica ted
N . M . Ad le r e lec ted C h ie f Rabb i
Ac t for the re l ie f o f pe rsons of the Jew ish re l ig ion e l ec ted to

municipa l o ffices
A Jew (Ba ron L ione l de Ro t h sch i l d ) e l ec ted to Pa r l iamen t
Dav id S a lomons e lec ted to Pa r l iamen t , vo te s w i t ho u t tak ing

the oa t h
,
and is fined

Jews’ Co l lege founded
Al de rman S a lomons chosen Lo rd Mayo r o f London
Jew ish Emanc ipa t ion adop ted
The fi rs t J ew ish Q .C . (F rancis Goldsmid)
Jew ish Boa rd of G ua rd ians e s tab l ish ed
The a dmi ss ion o f Jews t o e i t h e r H ou se o f Pa r l iamen t

Iegahsed

B ranch S eph a rd i S ynagogue opened In W'

es t London
Benjamin Artom a ppo in ted Haham
U n i ted S ynagogue e s tab l ish ed
Ang lo-Jew ish Associa t ion founded
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I N D E X

AARON of Can te rbu ry , 1 1 2
Aa ron o f L inco ln, 26—28 , 4 1 , 52
Aa ron of Yo rk , 7 2 , 104
Ab endana , I saac, 227
Ab endana , Jacob , 227
Abendanon, Rabb i J oseph , 2 84
Abe rdeen, Lo rd , 3 32
Abe r le , 240
Ab ingdon, the J ews of, 1 20
Ab oab , Da v id , 260
Ab oab , I saac , 1 80 , 1 8 2 , 226
Ab rah am of Be rkh amp s tead ,
7 5

-76

Ab ra ham Ib n E z ra , 32 , 1 1 1
Ab ra hams

,
Mr. L ione l , ci ted

,

1 08

Ab ravane l , I saac, 1 1 6
Ab udiente , S ampson de Rehue l .
S ee G ideon,

S ampson
Ad le r, D r. N . M .

, 3 1 7 ,

340

Al ex , E ph ra im, 340

A lexande r , A.

, 30 1

Al e xande r , S .

, 30 1

Al ien D u t ies , 23 3—23 5
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337
Alme ida

,
Manue la N unes de ,

2 84
Almeyda , Mo rdeca i N unes , 28 3
Ame r ica , Los t Ten Tr ibe s in

,

1 8 1

Ame r ican Co lonies , the , 1 79,
1 80

Amide i , Al essand ro , 1 44
Ams te rdam,

1 7 1 , 1 7 3 , 2 1 7 , 222
,
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,
Lance lo t , 1 53

Ang lesey
,
Lo rd

,
232

Ang lo-I s ra e l i tes
, 4 , 302

Ang lo-J ew ish Associa t ion, 337
Anne , Q ueen, 28 1

Anse lm, Arch b i sh op , 1 1
An toe , A r t h u r , 1 30
Apos ta sy, Ru fu s d iscou rages

,

1 3
—14

Archenhol t z
,
W . de

, ci ted , 300
Ar ia s , Jacob , 260
Ar unde l , 19
A scamot/z, 222—223 , 225 , 290 ,

298 . 3 1 3
Ash kena z im,

2 1 2
,
23 1 , 236, 238

247 , 288 , 290 , 292—299. 308

Ass i ze of A rms
, 34

Ath ia s, Moses I s rae l , 1 7 5, 2 1 3 ,

Au s t ra l ia , S ou th , 342
Au t ho r ised Ve rs ion , the , 1 52
1 56

Av i la
,
Da v id

,
260

Ay l ion
,
So lomon, 227

—228
Az rik

,
Jacob

,
232

BACON , S ir F ranc is, 1 39
Bacon, Roge r , 1 1 2
Badge in t rod uced , 62 made
comp u l so ry on bo t h sexes , 94
Bake r

,
Rich a rd , 2 1 1

Bakewe l l H a l l , 19
Ba la

,
19

Banco , Asse r de l , 288
B a r, J ews admi t ted to the , 322
Ba rbadoe s , 248—2 50, 2 5 1 , 289
Ba rebone’s Pa r l iamen t , 1 64
Ba r low

,
D r .

,
20 1

Ba rna rd , S ir Jo hn, 274
Ba rne t t , Jacob , 1 42—1 43
Ba rone ts

,
Jew i sh , 324

Ba rons
,
a t tacks by the

, 40, 47 ,

50 ; 59, 74, 8 8 , 1 03
- 103

Ba rons , the , and the Jews,
7 3
-
74

Ba r row , J oseph , 3 1 2
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Ba r row , Moses , 260

Ba r uch in I re land , 3
Ba t h , 246
B eaconsfie ld

,
Lo rd , 329

Bea uma ris
,
19

Bea umon t , Thoma s, 220

Bedfo rd , 19
Be lmon te

,
B ienvenida Co h en,

284
Bened ic t Episcopus , 1 04
Bened ic t fil Mosse . S ee Be re
ch ia h de N ico l e

Bened ic t de Ta l emunt , 52
Bened ic t of Yo rk , 3 7 , 4 1 , 42
Benjamin of Camb r idge , Rabb i ,
1 1 1

B enmohe l , N a t han La z a r u s , 32 1
Bent inck , Lo rd Geo rge , 329
B era chyah Nakdan, 1 1 1

B era t—Ana c/z, 1
B erb eriskos, 291

Be rech ia h de N ico l e , 83 m,
1 02 ,

1 1 2

Be rk h amps tead , 1 9, 67
Be rksh i re , Ea r l o f, 2 1 8 , 220
Be rna l , Jacob I s rae l , 288
Berna l s , the , 290
Be rna rd of C la i rvau x , 22
Be r t ram, C . B . , 1 52

B et/z Hol im, 28 5
Beve r l ey, 19
Be za , 1 52
B ib l e, the ‘ t rans la t ion of the ,

1 45
—1 56

B igod , H ugh , 53
B ika r Hol im,

22 5
B i rmingh am, 246

B isho ps’ B ib le , the , 1 50
B la sp h emy, Jew bu rn t for, 97
B lood Accu sa t ion, the , a t Nor

w ich , 2 3
—2 5 ; a t G louces te r

,

24 ; a t B u ry S t . Edmunds ,
24 a t W inch es te r, 24 , 70 ; a tLondon, 24, 7 2 ; a t L inco ln,
24, 80—84 a t Dama scu s

, 336 ,

3 37
Boa rd of GuardIans for the

Re l ie f of the J ew ish Poo r, 340
Boh em ia

,
289

Boni face V I I I . , 1 1 7
Bosh am, 19
B ra ham,

Joh n, 300

INDEX

B ra z i ls , 1 80 , 1 86
,
194, 195 , 2 5 1 ,

2 55
B reech es ” B ible , 1 49
B r idgno r t h

,
19

B r is to l
,
1 9, 246

B road S t ree t
,
1 8

B roke rs, Jew ish , 260, 26 1
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