First notes on the newest case of an American spying for Israel 





1. The story





First things first: the details are all (well, not all) in this court document. 





The story in short: 





CC-1 (Co-conspirator 1) was an Israeli attaché to the NY consulate. He asked a Jewish American, Ben-Ami Kadish, to obtain documents from his place of work, the Army's Armament Research, Development and Engineering Center in Dover, N.J. Kadish's handler is the same man who handled spy Jonathan Pollard, who is now serving a life sentence. 





This hander is probably Yossi Yagur, a science attaché to the consulate at the time. The handler, the court documents say, left the U.S. in the year 1985, but did not abstain from contacting Kadish in the following years. The last documented conversation between the two was in March of this year.





2. The secrets





Kadish, if the court documents are to be believed, was a spy. He got a shopping list from CC-1, photocopied the requested documents, and handed them to CC-1. The court documents do not specify the detailed nature of the information Kadish was delivering, but we do know some of it was linked to "nuclear weaponry", to "F-15 fighter jet that the United states has sold to another country", to "major weapons system". 





3. The family





I had four very short conversations today with the person answering the phone at the Kadish household. I suspect it was his wife Doris, but can't be sure. After all is said and done, this story contains the ingredients of a tragic family drama. Kadish, according to the court documents, was introduced to CC-1 by his brother, a co-worker of the Israeli handler in the Israeli Aerospace Industry. 





In the first conversation with the woman on the other side of the line, fairly early in the morning, I asked if this is the house of Ben-Ami Kadish who's now implicated in the espionage case. 





The woman sounded surprised, and obviously wasn't ready for such questions. "How do you know about this?" she asked. 





I explained in some detail. 





She listened, then said she has to answer another call, and hung up. In the next three trials I asked if she knew the name Yossi Yagur, I asked if there's someone representing the family I can speak to other than herself, I asked who she was. She did not answer any of these questions.





4. The community





Debra Rubin of the New Jersey Jewish News was a busy woman today. All because if you Google the Kadish family you have a good chance of getting to her story about the annual Sukkoth meal the couple was hosting every year. 





The open sukkah is underwritten by the Yiddish Club at the Ponds, which the Kadishes founded and which Doris served as its first president. The club, which has attracted some non-Yiddish speakers, has grown to 150 members and now focuses on all things Jewish. The Kadishes also founded a havura at the Ponds, which meets in people's homes and visits the sukkah every year.





Doris and Ben-Ami Kadish were heavily involved with the local Jewish community. They had many friends and acquaintances in the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County. This afternoon, the Federation issued a short statement, saying that in recent years the Kadish family was "supportive of the Jewish federation."





Gerrie Bamira, Executive Director of the Federation, was ready for my call with the statement at hand. It says that it considers people to be "innocent until proven guilty". Other leaders of the community, speaking on the condition of anonymity, were telling me two things: they worry about their friends - but also have to consider the implications such story might have on the Jewish community at large. The shock ways from the Pollard days will not be easily forgotten. 





5. The implications





Here's why this story does not matter:





The people involved are very old (Kadish is more than 80) and the story is also very old (more than 20 years have passed). The secrets passed are old. We knew already that Israel was spying in the U.S. in the early eighties. The two countries have now a different arraignment, hopefully one that is more closely kept. As much as this can be an intriguing piece of high-end gossip, there are no real implications to this story other than those concerning the people involved.





Here's why this story matters:





Israel was supposed to come clean after Pollard was exposed. Apparently, it did not tell the Americans everything up until 2004. That's a long time.





The FBI always suspected that Pollard was one of many, and has now been proven right. This will give legitimacy to future suspicions. 





With all due respect to Israel and its considerations, it will refuel suspicious related to the so-called 'dual loyalty' of American Jews.





And it will also fuel the debate over the way Israel was treating (or, more accurately, mistreating) Pollard.





It is, of course, a public relations disaster. 





To be continued...





