In its December 19 broadcast, ABC’s World News Sunday reported on a country where some 50 terrorist groups operate openly, even raising finds to support their activities. Citing U.S. government sources, ABC News said similar fund raising for such groups is illegal in the United States. Now one might ask what country was ABC News referring to -- Afghanistan? Lebanon? Iran? Iraq? No, Canada! Yes, our closest ally and free trade partner is a haven for terrorists. 





 





Arrested Montreal tax driver Ahmed Ressam, a native Algerian, appeared to be in possession of bomb making equipment when he attempted to enter the United States from Canada at Port Angeles, Washington. However, the U.S. media almost immediately ratcheted things up on behalf of the U.S. national security industry, of which federal officials are merely a subsidiary. Blaming lax security in Canada was part of the spin machine. Rassem was said to be active with the Armed Islamic Group of Algeria (GIA), a militant Islamist guerrilla group tied to Bin Laden. Yet on October 8, 1999, when Michael Sheehan, the State Department’s Coordinator for Counter-terrorism was asked if the GIA was engaged in any activities that threatened the security of the U.S. nationals, he responded, “I’m not, of the GIA right now . . . I don’t know about the GIA specifically.” What a difference two months can make.





 





There were also the typical State Department warnings against travel abroad. These were then extended by Clinton administration spokespeople to include enhanced wariness of any “suspicious behavior” within the United States, especially in the lead up to the Y2K millennium celebrations. National Security Adviser Sandy Berger also used the occasion to state that because it is the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, people should be extra watchful. 





 





Former CIA types were all over the Sunday talk shows stating unequivocally that Rassem was working for international Public Enemy Number One, Usama Bin Laden, the Saudi terrorist who appears to have been called out of central casting for a Tom Clancy movie set. As Rassem was being arrested, there were simultaneous arrests of alleged Bin Laden followers in Jordan and Pakistan.





 





One must be careful with hyped-up international counter-terrorism moves by the Clinton administration. We have already experienced a trumped up U.S. attack on the Al Shifa pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum, Sudan, which was supposedly producing chemical and biological weapons for Bin Laden. In reality, the U.S. managed to set back for several years Sudan’s ability to make aspirins, laxatives, and veterinarian medicines.





 





Then there was the aftermath of the 1997 Oklahoma City bombing. The same counter-terrorism empty suits went on TV to immediately blame Islamic terrorists for the bombing. An innocent Jordanian-American citizen named Abraham Ahmad was hauled off a plane at London’s Heathrow Airport and incessantly grilled by FBI agents for three days. His crime was that he left Oklahoma City for Jordan to attend to a family emergency on April 19, 1997, the same day the Alfred Murrah Federal Building was bombed. The FBI leaked his name to the press to feed an anti-Arab and anti-Islamic frenzy the bureau wanted so dearly to whip up. Earlier, the FBI said two of the three men leaving the scene of the bombing were dark haired, bearded, and of Middle Eastern “appearance.” How disappointed the fair-haired white guys at the FBI must have been when the real bombing culprit turned out to be someone who could have passed for one of their own or at least one of their sons.





 





Then there was the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. National Security Council and State Department officials immediately put a Bin Laden spin on the bombings. They leaked information to an unsuspecting media that Arab-looking men were seen around the U.S. embassy in Nairobi in the days leading up to the bombing. What they failed to state that this is not unusual in a country where Arabs and those of Arab descent heavily populate the coastal region. I had just returned from east Africa and informed the media that there were plenty of groups in Africa who had a reason to carry out such attacks. After all, the United States had blatantly chosen sides in inter-ethnic warfare in Rwanda, Uganda, Burundi, Zaire/Congo, Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somalia. The word from the media ivory palaces in New York was that there had to be a “Middle Eastern spin” on the bombings. Why? National Security Council spokesman P. J. Crowley and Undersecretary of State Thomas Pickering wanted it that way. The result was a large contingent of FBI agents sweeping across Africa and the U.S. Tomahawk missile attack on the pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum.





 





Recently, the FBI and the intelligence community counter-terrorism aficionados met with America’s leading business leaders at the top of the World Trade Center to discuss protection of the nation’s critical infrastructures from cyber-attack. The choice of the meeting venue was more than coincidental. What better place to talk about counter-terrorism than the scene of an actual radical Islamist terrorist attack? Present were such gloom and doom messengers as retired FBI official Jim Kallstrom, now an official of MBNA Bank, and Mike McConnell, former director of the National Security Agency and currently with the firm Booz Allen and Hamilton, a leading information warfare contractor. These people, along with Clinton administration counter-terrorism “czar” Richard Clarke, have a vested interest in stirring up the fear of the American people. 





 





It is not just Arab-Americans and Islamic people who should be fearful of the FBI. On November 2, 1999, the FBI issued a report on potential domestic terrorism from Christian fundamentalist groups coinciding with the advent of the third millennium of the Christian calendar. The FBI’s Project Megiddo report states: “Many extremist individuals and groups place some significance on the next millennium, and as such it will present challenges to law enforcement at many levels. The significance is based primarily upon . . . religious beliefs relating to the Apocalypse . . .” So, apocalyptic Christians, join your fellow Islamic and Arab Americans in the terrorist suspect camp. There is even room in that camp for Serbian Orthodox Americans whose churches were subject to a spate of “visits” by FBI agents during Clinton’s dubious war against Yugoslavia. The Serbs came under scrutiny after the FBI manufactured a fax supposedly sent to various Orthodox churches warning of terrorist attacks against U.S. military bases. The Serbs continue to be suspect in the eyes of the FBI and Immigration and Naturalization officials.





 





By creating an environment where people are constantly afraid and watchful, the government can be more successful in pushing for controls that infringe on privacy, freedom of assembly, freedom of movement, and even freedom of thought. Witness government requirements to give law enforcement practical unfettered access to digital communications, including that which is encrypted; to introduce national identification cards; and require domestic airline passengers to produce government-issued identification. The rhetoric from the Clinton administration has not been very assuring. In October 1998, Defense Secretary William Cohen said, “Terrorism is escalating to the point that Americans soon may have to choose between civil liberties and more intrusive means of protection.” If Cohen really believes that, may I suggest he move to China or North Korea. Personally, I prefer liberty to an omnipresent intrusive government.





 





The corporate-controlled media is too far gone to be useful in reporting facts and the legitimate angles of a story. They are merely after hype and ratings. Therefore, it is important that individuals parse what the government says when it comes to terrorism. Many of the counter-terrorism officials in the administration are indeed striving for a self-fulfilling prophecy – after harping on about major terrorism attacks in the United States for years, they will look foolish if such attacks do not actually occur. On the other hand, law-abiding citizens who cherish their freedom must be on guard against government perception management campaigns. Therefore, read between the lines and turn off the 24-hour news programs.





